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February’s Gust Speaker is Vicki Waters
“The

2020 Election and Where We Go for 2022”

Our February speaker is DWC member Vicki Waters. She first came to Manatee County in 1992 and, after spending a year of true retirement, she
searched out the local Democratic party and never looked back. She began
finding ways to automate information for the Democratic Executive Committee, move the party forward, and partner with former party chairs Melton Little, Kathy Lawver, Rich O’Brien, and many other active, dedicated local
Democrats committed to the party.
In 1966, Vicki was inspired by John F. Kennedy’s exhortation to “Ask not what your country can do
for you, but what you can do for your country.” This led her to volunteer for the Peace Corps following completion of her college degree in Spanish and Latin American studies. She served three
years in Bolivia working in community development to identify and support the felt needs of the
communities she worked with. On returning to the United States, she started working at the Defense Language Institute as the assistant to the Academic Dean and remained with DLI until a
dashing young Lieutenant Colonel sweep her off her feet, promised to be a modern feminist partner
to his liberated new wife. Sasha and Vicki had a very interesting 3-year tour in Frankfurt, Germany
where Sasha was the liaison to the Soviet Mission to the US Forces and Vicki was an administrator
at the Engineering Division of the US 8th Army in Germany.
When Ronald Reagan won election in 1980, Vicki knew she had to do something about the rightwing takeover of the Government. So, about a year later, Sasha and Vicki returned to the Washington, D.C. area, and Vicki went to work as a legislative correspondent answering constituents’ letters and researching legislation for an Oklahoma Democratic congressman. She stayed four years
as a Hill staffer, but finally got disgusted with the hyper partisanship and went back to her beloved
US Army as a Program Analyst at the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, which is part of the
National Defense University.

DWC February Meeting
February 9th, 2021 11:30 am
Due to the pandemic our meeting will be conducted by Zoom. You can register right now by
clicking the link below.
Once registered a link to join the meeting will be emailed to you. Click on the link to join the
meeting, and you will be taken to the meeting.
Please remember our President, Joanie LeBaron, will have to connect you once you have
clicked the link to join meeting.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR FEBRUARY ZOOM
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February President’s Letter
Wow! What a day it has been! I am writing this on January 20 th, after
watching the inauguration of President Biden and Vice-President Harris
and now I am following the executive orders our President has issued. It
is a great day for America. Likewise, in reflecting on the Georgia runoff
elections which flipped Georgia blue gives me confidence that it is possible to flip Florida blue. Manny Diaz now heads the Florida Democratic
Party. Florence Shelton-Clark, our state committee woman, said that
Manny was not her first choice, but he was her second choice. She
feels he is accessible and will be tireless in his efforts to turn things
around in Florida. So, rather than sit back and relax after a difficult time, I am asking everyone to
do whatever they can to flip Manatee County blue and to work hard to replace Ron DeSantis with a
Democrat in two years. See you February 9th at 11:30 on Zoom. Thank you so much.
--Joanie LeBaron, DWC President

Trumps Fired WH Chief Usher On
Their Way Out The Door
As one of their last acts during President Donald
Trump’s tenure, the Trump team appears to have
sacked the chief White House usher.
“It happened before we walked in the door,” White
House press secretary Jen Psaki told reporters Friday when asked about the fate of Timothy Harleth,
the former chief usher. Harleth, before his government work began in 2017, was a manager at the
Trump International Hotel in Washington.
CNN first noted Harleth’s departure Wednesday but reported he had been fired by the incoming
Biden team. The New York Times subsequently reported that Harleth was told at 11:30 a.m., while
he was busy moving furniture, “that his services were no longer needed.” The National Journal backed that account.
“The Trumps sent the butlers home when they left so there would be no one to help the Bidens
when they arrived,” one unnamed source, described as “a well-placed official not associated with the
incoming Biden team,” told the latter publication.
All news accounts of Harleth’s departure note that Biden’s team was not expected to keep him on
the White House staff for long. National Journal reported that the chief usher wasn’t expected to
stick around beyond “a decent interval.” The Times reported that a Biden lawyer called a Trump
White House lawyer Wednesday and said the Bidens planned on bringing in their own usher.
Nonetheless, the chief usher’s absence at the moment of power transfer between the two administrations may have contributed to a bit of a procedural snafu: The Bidens, standing at the White
House doors, which remained determinedly shut. BY: Matt Shuham, Talking Points Memo
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MSNBC’s Joe Scarborough Slams Fox News
Over ‘Especially Sick And Damaging’ Lie
The “Morning Joe” co-host spotlighted two particularly egregious segments on the widely watched conservative network.
MSNBC’s Joe Scarborough tore into Fox News on Friday, rebuking the
widely watched conservative network over two recent segments in particular — one of which he described as “especially sick and damaging.”
The co-host of “Morning Joe” first slammed former House Speaker Newt
Gingrich (R-Ga.) — who is now a Fox News contributor — for falsely asserting Thursday that President Joe Biden’s team is made of “radicals who believe if they could exterminate the Republicans,
that would be one way to get to unity.”
“Let me say that again for Fox News sponsors,” Scarborough said. “They’re getting people who are
Fox News contributors, who are saying that Democrats — Joe Biden and Democrats want to, quote,
‘exterminate all Republicans.’”
Scarborough then called out a claim from Tucker Carlson, the network’s prime-time personality. Earlier this week, Carlson said that the thousands of troops sent to secure Washington ahead of President Joe Biden’s inauguration (and following the U.S. Capitol riot by pro-Trump supporters incited
by the former president) were just a political weapon being used by the Democrats to say, “We’re in
charge now.”

“This is sick,” Scarborough said of Carlson’s declaration. “It’s especially sick and damaging. Here
we are, what, a couple weeks after an insurrection against the United States of America?”
BY: Lee Moran, Huffpost

We Regret to Inform You That Republicans
Are Talking About Secession Again
A Democratic president just entered the White House, so it’s time
for Republican state officials to start discussing secession once
again. After Barack Obama’s reelection in 2012, disaffected conservatives flooded the White House petition site with calls to leave
the Union. (They were predictably denied.) Now a smattering of
state party leaders and lawmakers are once again raising the
question: Should we stay or should we go?
“We need to focus on the fundamentals,” Wyoming GOP chairman Frank Eathorne said in an interview with Steve Bannon last week, according to The Casper Star-Tribune. “We are straight talking,
focused on the global scene, but we’re also focused at home. Many of these Western states have the
ability to be self-reliant, and we’re keeping eyes on Texas too, and their consideration of possible secession. They have a different state constitution than we do as far as wording, but it’s something
we’re all paying attention to.”
Kyle Biedermann, a Republican state lawmaker in Texas, recently claimed that he plans to introduce
a bill to hold a referendum on leaving the United States. “The federal government is out of control &
doesn’t represent the values of Texans,” he wrote on Twitter last month. “That is why I am committing
to file legislation that will allow a referendum to give Texans a vote for the State of Texas to reassert
its status as an independent nation.” Allen West, the Texas GOP chair, said after the Supreme Court
refused to overturn Biden’s lawful victory that “law-abiding states should bond together and form a
Union of states that will abide by the Constitution.” Many took this as a reference to secession.
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Celebrating Black History Month
This year, Black History Month returns to its roots with a
new focus on black family ties.
The theme for 2021, "The Black Family: Representation,
Identity, and Diversity", explores the wide-ranging diversity
of black family life -- from single to two-parent households
to nuclear, extended and, more recently, bi-racial.
Throughout black history, factors such as slavery, inequality and poverty have put pressure on maintaining family
ties, when a better life meant traveling far from home.
This may certainly be the reason why family reunions have always remained popuar within the African American community, as meetings of far-flung relations take place each year with a joyful exchange of memories, photos and storytelling.
Paradoxically, economic pressures that may pull black families apart also often unite them.
That is, against prejudice and bigotry, many black famiies may pool resources or find job opportunities, or simply find emotional comfort within their own micro-community. In that respect, "brothers" or
"aunties" may be good friends or neighbors who simply qualify for the title.
Throughout American history, the black community has always exhibited an unwavering understanding of the value of family -- as an incomparable source of comfort, strength, and even survival.
Black History Month first originated as part of an initiative by writer and educator Dr. Carter G.
Woodson, who launched Negro History Week in 1926. Woodson proclaimed that Negro History
Week should always occur in the second week of February — between the birthdays of Frederick
Douglass and Abraham Lincoln.
Since 1976, every American president has proclaimed February as Black History Month. Today,
other countries such as Canada and the United Kingdom also devote an entire month to celebrating
black history.
The Web is a great place to find out more about that history — in poetry, literature, the arts, sciences, sports and entertainment — making Black History Month a time of fun, celebration, and learning.
Follow the link below to watch the music video “OH FREEDOM”, by the Golden Gospel Singers.
CLICK HERE TO WATCH
OH FREEDOM
CHECK OUT MY “RUTH DRESS”
As you all know, each year we sponsor the DWC Annual Marge Kinnan and
Shirley Snyder Scholarship Awards. Peggy Ruth, who is one of our members
and the daughter of Shirley Snyder, emailed me this photo of her
granddaughter, Emilia (Emmie) Ruth, wearing her Ruth Bader Ginsburg
dress. She calls it her Ruth shirt. She doesn't quite know who RBG is other
than she is a good lady we all like her.
We are currently collecting funds for this years scholarship.
Please be generous.
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Ron DeSantis prematurely claims 1
million seniors vaccinated, walks back
comments

State
officials
acknowledged that
it could take a few
more days to reach
the 1 million milestone for seniors in
documented
reports.

As of Friday, 833,578 individuals 65 and
older have been vaccinated.

At a news event Friday, Gov. Ron DeSantis boasted as Henry Sayler, a 100-year-old deco- Patching in from
rated World War II veteran, received his first dose the Pinellas Counof the COVID-19 vaccine.
ty health department,
DeSantis
DeSantis proclaimed the St. Petersburg resident
joined Fox News’
was the 1 millionth senior in the state to be vac“America’s Newsroom” Friday morning to showcinated.
case who he claimed would be the 1 millionth sen“We do believe this is the 1 millionth senior, which ior to get a shot in the Sunshine State.
the reporting will bear out over the next couple of Henry Sayler, a 100-year-old WWII Army Air Forcdays,” DeSantis said at the event.
es veteran who served eight years in the Florida
Senate in the ’60s and ’70s became the Governor’s
latest display for his “Seniors First” agenda prioritizing vaccinating the state’s 65-and-older population.

However, the Governor’s claim was a bit premature, leading DeSantis to later walk back his words.
The Governor’s office sent out a news release clarifying that the shot was symbolic of nearing the
goal of 1 million, according to the Associated
Press.

Sayler has lived a rich life. He’s met astronaut Buzz Aldrin, aviator Charles Lindbergh, baseDeSantis also said later at a news conference that ball Hall of famer Joe DiMaggio and presithere’s a lag time in reporting the number of shots dents Harry Truman and Ronald Reagan.
administered. He said that it takes about three All in all, the state has vaccinated 1,249,804 indidays for a vaccination to appear in the state’s recviduals, including health care workers.
ords, his basis for touting the 1 million.
While he’s touted the state’s efficient vaccine
But, the Governor is now commemorating Sayler’s rollout, including 405,000 shots administered last
vaccination as “symbolic” of the state nearing 1 milweek alone, the state only gets about 266,000 vaclion vaccinations for seniors.
cines a week.
“We continue to lead the nation in vaccines for This week, the Governor has also responded to
those aged 65 and older,” DeSantis said in a video reports that non-Floridians and even nonreleased Saturday.
Americans are traveling to the state and successThe Governor is now emphasizing that the state is fully getting shots. DeSantis argued that those are
“rapidly approaching reporting 1 million vaccina- one-off instances that are handled.
tions just to Florida seniors.”
To combat the “vaccine tourism” allegation, Surgeon General Scott Rivkees issued a public health
And, it’s not too far off.
advisory Thursday outlining that only residents,
The state’s “senior first” approach has led to the
seasonal residents and health care workers should
vaccinations of 833,578 individuals 65 and older as get a shot. Snowbirds, those seasonal residents
of Friday, according to the state vaccination report. who spend months at a time in Florida, get a pass
Of those who have been vaccinated, only 31,910
in the state’s eye.
have completed the series. Seniors account for
BY: Kelly Hayes, Florida Politics
about 66% of total vaccines administered.
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It’s that time of year to send in your
membership dues.
When mailing your dues of $25 please send it to our
Treasurer

Consider making a donation to our DWC Annual Marge Kinnan and Shirley Snyder
Scholarship Fund while paying your dues.
We are writing to you to ask for your help.
Our club has been committed to offering
scholarships to young women planning
to attend an institution of higher learnhigh school graduation. That
commitment is something we cherish.
Since we are not having in-person meetings, we no longer have any source of
scholarship income and our members are no longer paying the $20 that it cost for
luncheon meals.
Please consider contributing to our scholarship fund by making a monthly
donation of $5.00.
Our scholarship fund is $1,500. It would be wonderful to increase that amount so
we could offer two $1,000 scholarships.
If you would like to help, please mail a check made out to DWC Manatee County,
clearly noting it is for the scholarship fund. Every dime you give will go directly
to the scholarship fund. Sen your annual dues and a scholarship donation to:
Nancy Hadley
5613 Key Largo Court
Bradenton, FL 34203

Our DWC Executive Board Is Asking
For Your Help
We are looking for suggestions for speakers that you want
to hear from. Interested in Ecology, maybe you would like
to hear about our Manatee County Commissioners, or Climate Change. You let us know!
Would you like to be on a committee to suggest and help
find speakers for our virtual meetings. The board has approved the creation of a committee to research and approach individuals to speak at our meetings.
This is your club and we want to get everyone's’ input!

Call, text or email Ellie Billops at elbill2000@gmail.com or 502-649-6739
with your thoughts or to volunteer to be on the committee.
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BIDEN / HARRIS
INGAUGERATION
2021
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We have all seen the
memes of Bernie
Sanders in all kinds
of locations.

He even made in
front of the Manatee
County Democratic
Headquarters!

“Faces of the Riot” website posts pictures
of every person on video during the
Jan. 6 insurrection
Late last week, a website called Faces of the Riot appeared
online, showing nothing but a vast grid of more than 6,000 images of faces, each one tagged only with a string of characters associated with the Parler video in which it appeared. The
site's creator tells WIRED that he used simple open source machine learning and facial recognition
software to detect, extract, and deduplicate every face from the 827 videos that were posted to
Parler from inside and outside the Capitol building on January 6, the day when radicalized Trump
supporters stormed the building in a riot that resulted in five people's deaths. The creator of Faces of
the Riot says his goal is to allow anyone to easily sort through the faces pulled from those videos to
identify someone they may know or recognize who took part in the mob, or even to reference the collected faces against FBI wanted posters and send a tip to law enforcement if they spot someone.
BY: Daily Kos

NOTE: Here’s the link to the website. Check it out and see if you recognize anyone!
CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE WEBSITE
FACES OF THE RIOT

Here’s a fun look at some of the inauguration highlights of the swearing in of Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris and we would be remiss if we didn’t include a goodbye song to Donald J Trump.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
INAUGURATION

CLICK HERE TO WATCH
GOODBYE
DONALD TRUMP
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joannie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Open

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@me.com

Regional Representative
Mary Bass

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

marygbass@gmail.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

