The phrase, “My dog ate my homework.” 


is a surprisingly common phrase.  

We have all heard of it 


and most of us have used it, 



in jest if nothing else.  

So much so, 


that when a teacher actually hears it, 



they are in a bit of a conundrum.  

What is most likely, 


that their dog did eat their homework, 


or did they just forget it 



and the dog is being blamed.  

I am not a teacher anymore, 


but with my dog Ky's dislike for crinkling sounds 


and a number of Skagway Newspapers being destroyed, 


along with a few of Eva's books, 



I am more likely to believe the story than I once was.

Anymore, we find ourselves having to ask, 


“Which story is more likely?”



way too often in life.


We have to do it with the news,


with e-mails,


and with telephone calls from banks.  


We  also get to do it with the bible.

In biblical scholarship, 


there are extensive discussions on every variation in scripture.  

We have hundreds of ancient copies of the New Testament.  


But since the printing press was not invented until 1440, 



each of those copies was done by hand, 




with the scribes sometimes adding, 




sometimes missing, 




and sometimes editing the text they were copying.  


So now we have to work backwards and ask, 



“What version is more likely the original?”  




Is it more likely that the text was made more palatable to our ears 





or less?  




Is this sentence supposed to be more concise 





or rambling?  




Should this sound like the other gospels 





or is it unique?  

All of these questions are part of the Text Criticism of scripture.  


The most well known place, 



is the ending of the Gospel of Mark.  

Does it end at verse 8 with, 


“Trembling and bewildered, 



the women went out and fled from the tomb. 


They said nothing to anyone, 



because they were afraid.” 

or does it continue on to verse 20 


with appearances by Jesus 


and a great commission type moment?  

Scholars ask themselves, 


which is most likely?

I am asking about what is most likely, 


because today, 



Matthew gives us a scenario where we need to ask ourselves, 




what is most likely?  

Now, if we follow the case that Matthew has set up, 


we know that there are no mistakes in here.  



The body was put in the tomb, 



the guards were sent, 



the grave is obvious and sealed, 



the disciples were no where to be seen and disorganized.  


Matthew has made sure that we only have two choices to choose from.  



Was Jesus raised from the dead by God 



or did his disciples come and steal the body 




like the Jewish authorities claim 




and the now retired mercenary guards will affirm?  


Which one is most likely?

At first glance. 


Matthew's story seems the most likely one to be true.  



He has established the religious leadership as threatened by Jesus 




and willing to do anything to get rid of him.  



Even if that is bribing guards and Pilate 




to keep this incredible event under wraps.  


They thus would remain in power



 and their time of power would continue.

We are obviously a pro-Jesus leaning crowd.  


So what reasons do we have to doubt Matthew's story?  

The only reason that Jesus' resurrection might be doubted is, 


well, 



it is something that has never happened before 



and has never happened since.  


There is nothing in science 


or our current understanding of the physical world 



that would support Jesus' resurrection from the dead.  

Besides that, 


it is perfectly plausible.

I am sometimes asked by frustrated proclaimers of the gospel, 


how people outside the church 



can not believe in Jesus 



and what he has done?  

From our relationship with Jesus, 


it seems as if everyone should have no doubt 



that what scripture proclaims about him is true.  

But there is the issue that what we believe, 


has no basis in the world we live in.  



When goldfish die, 




we don't let them float upside down for three days 




and then on the third day, 





they are back swimming again.  



When goldfish die, 




you flush them down the pipes 




and go get new ones.  



That is the way this world works.

But Jesus was not claiming to be part of this world.  


He, from the very beginning 



said that he was bringing in a different kind of world.  



That he was bringing in the Kingdom of God, 




hence why he was able to do things that were not normally done.  



He was doing things the way they would be done in the new Kingdom.  




The Kingdom we pray to come every time we pray the Lord's Prayer.  



He is bringing about change, 



a new way of living, 



a way of life that we have experienced and have seen that it is good, 




that it is beautiful, 




that it is a way to live that changes everything.

Thus the reason that many resist it.  


The reason being that the way the kingdom works 


and the way we are used to living and interacting 



clash.  

You can not live in both at the same time.  


We are constantly floating back and forth between the two worlds.  



Sometimes letting God lead our lives, 




then jumping back into the driver's seat.  



Sometimes letting love determine how we live, 




most of the time letting fear lead our actions.  

But this is where the call to action occurs.  

This is where faith happens.  


Do we believe something 



that nothing in our world supports, 



but when we follow it, 




life seems to happen 





as if it was actually intended to be this way.  




Neighbors helping neighbors, 




strangers helping strangers, 




possessions viewed as a tool for helping and loving others 





rather than intimidating and controlling others.  




Where we are not driven by our calendars, 





but instead by the direction of the Holy Spirit.

This is where the conundrum comes in.  


Nothing in our understanding of how the world works 



would support what Jesus says.  

Everything that Jesus proclaimed 


falls under the guideline of the Sermon on the Mount 


and more concisely the Beatitudes.  

Which are antithetical to the way most of us order our lives.  


All of which would be foolish to follow 



unless one thing were true.  

And that one thing is the story we heard last week.  


Not only was Jesus a great teacher, 


not only was he willing to die for us, 

but on the morning of the new week, 


when the women were on the way to the tomb to mourn over his dead body, 



instead a great earthquake happened, 



an angel descended, 




rolled back the tomb, 



the guards fell to the ground paralyzed with fear, 



the women went in looked to see that Jesus was raised just as he had said, 



and the women went to tell the disciples 




and met the Risen Jesus in bodily form along the way.  

If that story is true, 


then we are foolish not to follow the way Jesus has laid out.  


If what was put forward by the religious leadership is true, 



that his disciples came and stole the body out of a sealed tomb 




while the Roman Guard slept soundly on watch, 



then nothing Jesus taught should be listened to.  

So which one sounds more likely?  


That the bumbling disciples were suddenly ninjas 



and the Roman mercenaries slept the night through?  


Or that Jesus was the first 



and only one so far raised from the dead?  

Whichever one you choose, 


will determine how you go forward with your life.

So it is worthwhile to look at how people's lives went forward from this point.  


The Roman guards went forward, 



knowing that they could not tell anyone 




about the most amazing moment in their lives, 



because they had been bribed to say they were be incompetent fools instead.  


The Chief Priests and Elders 



hung onto the power over people for awhile longer, 




pretending that Jesus was not the one that they had been hoping for




and slowly loosing their grip over the people.  





Until in 70 AD the temple was destroyed 





and everything that they held dear was destroyed, 






and they had no Savior to turn to.  

The women went and told the disciples, 


and were the bedrock on which Christ built his church, 



giving power to those who once had no voice.  


Their lives would never be the same 



and it showed in how they loved and cared for people.  



How the message of the church grew to this very day, 




as people fell in love with Jesus, 





who offered a new way to live.  




That the status quo was not how they had to live.

Matthew gives us this counter story, 


because we need to be aware that the same time Jesus' mission was launched,


a counter mission was launched by the enemy.  



So that people would always have to take time and discern, 




not only “What story is more likely.”  




But also, “Which story is true.”  

One of the two of them is true.  


Which one your choose to believe is true 



will dictate your life going forward.  


Because they both can not be true.  

One of them happened in the course of history.  


If Jesus was raised from the dead by his Father 



and not stolen in the night by his disciples, 




then a new way of living is underway.  

To try to live the old way is foolishness.
