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Introduction
The book of Revelation serves as the capstone to God’s inspired Word. It reveals
the nature of events leading up to the return of Jesus Christ in power and glory. There are
several approaches to the interpretation of this book—its events took place in the past
(preterist view), its events are taking place now in the church (historicist view), its events
will take place in the future (futurist view), or its events are merely graphic descriptions
of the ongoing battle between good and evil (idealist view). Since the events in
Revelation culminate in the return of Jesus Christ, which event is still future, the futurist
view seems preferable. Therefore, a literal approach to interpreting Revelation, allowing
for figurative language as a feature of literal interpretation, will serve best to understand
this fascinating and motivating book.

Author
The human author of Revelation is identified as John (Revelation 1:1, 4; 22:8).
While there is some debate, the view that this John is the same as the disciple and apostle
of Jesus Christ carries the most weight. John was formerly a fisherman whom Jesus
invited to become one of His followers (Matthew 4:18-22). John came to see himself as
deeply loved by Jesus (John 13:230: 19:26; 21:7). Tradition indicates that John spent his
later years of ministry in the city of Ephesus. During the reign of Emperor Domitian he
was exiled to the Island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9), but returned from exile after
Domitian’s death. In addition to Revelation, John wrote the Gospel of John and the three
epistles that bear his name.

Audience
The book of Revelation is addressed to seven churches in the Roman province of
Asia on the western coast of Asia Minor (modern Turkey) (Revelation 1:4). These seven
churches were located in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea (Revelation 2-3). While these were historical churches,
active during the lifetime of John, they also serve as representatives of all churches down
through the ages since all churches share some of their characteristics, both good and bad.
Therefore, the book of Revelation is applicable to all Christians. In fact, Revelation 1:3
guarantees a blessing on all who read, hear, and obey its contents.

Date and Place of Writing
There is no direct statement in Revelation relative to the date and place of writing.
It’s likely that John was near the end of his life when he underwent exile, and if this took
place during the time of Domitian the book would have been written around A.D. 95.
John may have still been exiled on the Island of Patmos at the time of writing or recently
released from exile and residing again in Ephesus.
3

Theme
Revelation has as its theme the return and reign of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:7).
It includes events leading up to His return and the establishment of His kingdom on earth,
the culmination of history for all time and eternity. Jesus’ return will prove once and for
all that He is King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16). Simply stated, then, the
theme of Revelation is: “The Lamb is Lord!”

Structure
Many have observed in Revelation 1:19 an embedded description of the structure
of the book—things seen in the past (chapter 1), things taking place now in the church
(chapters 2-3), and things that will take place in the future (chapters 4-22). Another way
of outlining Revelation focuses on overarching themes. The first three chapters introduce
the person of Jesus Christ and the condition of the seven churches. Chapters 4-5 describe
Jesus as the Lamb of God, worthy of worship. Chapters 6-16 portray Christ’s wrath
followed by His triumphant return in chapters 17-20. The last two chapters present the
final state of the universe and God’s people. The longest section, chapters 6-16, includes
a chronological sequence involving three series of seven judgments (the seal, trumpet,
and bowl judgments) interspersed with several descriptive interludes (Revelation 7:1-17;
10:1—11:14; 12:1—14:20). The following outline captures this design of the book.
I. The Message to the Seven Churches (1-3)
A. A Picture of Christ (1:1-20)
B. A Picture of the Church (2:1—3:22)
II. The Worship of the Lamb (4-5)
A. The Throne Room in Heaven (4:1-11)
B. The Lamb on the Throne (5:1-14)
III. The Wrath of the Lamb (6-16)
A. The Seal Judgments (6:1-17)
B. The First Interlude (7:1-17)
C. The Seventh Seal Judgment and the Trumpet Judgments (8:1—9:21)
D. The Second Interlude (10:1—11:14)
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E. The Final Trumpet Judgment (11:15-19)
F. The Third Interlude (12:1—14:20)
G. The Bowl Judgments (15:1—16:21)
IV. The Triumph of the Lamb (17-20)
A. The Wickedness of Babylon the Great (17:1-18)
B. The Fall of Babylon the Great (18:1-24)
C. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (19:1-10)
D. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ (19:11-16)
E. The Final Battle of Armageddon (19:17-21)
F. The Millennium (20:1-6)
G. The Great White Throne (20:7-15)
V. The Heavenly Jerusalem (21-22)
A. The New Heaven, New Earth, and New Jerusalem (21:1-8)
B. The Design of the New Jerusalem (21:9-21)
C. The Splendor of the New Jerusalem (21:22—22:5)
D. An Invitation to the New Jerusalem (22:6-21)
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The Glory of the Triune God
(Revelation1:1-8)
“The revelation of Jesus Christ”—so begins the final book of the Bible. It ends
with Jesus’ promise, “Yes, I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:20). Jesus Christ is
coming again! He will return in power and glory. He will return as the conquering King.
However, before He returns there are events that must take place, events described in the
book of Revelation. As the capstone to revealed truth, Revelation assures God’s people
that Jesus will reign forever and ever. Jesus, the Lamb of God, will rule as Lord over all.
Therefore, Revelation serves as a promise, a source of hope, and an assurance that Jesus
Christ is Lord. He is worthy of our worship. He deserves our unflinching loyalty,
obedience, and trust. Revelation 1:1-8 introduces this book by highlighting the glory of
the triune God. When we reflect on the magnificent glory of the triune God we’ll
recognize Jesus as our worthy Savior and Lord. In these opening verses we see Jesus’
glory in His revelation, redemption, and royalty.

The Glory of Revelation—the Lord Jesus Christ
wants us to know His plan for the future (1:1-3).
God has revealed Himself to us through His written Word, including the book of
Revelation. The glory of His revealed truth is evident when we discover the pathway of
revelation from the Father to the Son to angels to the Apostle John to us! God has
revealed His plan for the future and the Lord Jesus Christ wants us to know what lies
ahead.
God has revealed the future to His people through His Son Jesus Christ (1:1a).
The last book of the Bible is titled “The revelation of Jesus Christ.” It’s a single,
cohesive revelation (not plural revelations). While this revelation is indeed about Jesus
Christ, it’s primarily a revelation that comes from Jesus Christ. The word “revelation,”
often transliterated “apocalypse,” refers to the uncovering or revealing of that which is
hidden. This revelation has its source in God the Father who gave it to God the Son,
reminding us that Jesus Christ in His humanity willingly subjected Himself to the Father
(John 6:38). The purpose of this revelation is to show the Lord’s servants the things that
must take place “soon” or “quickly.” In prophetic terms, the second coming of Jesus
Christ will occur soon—there is nothing prohibiting the initiation of events leading to His
return. According to verse 3, “The time is near.” It’s imminent. The word “quickly”
could also refer to the rapid succession of events that will transpire once the sequence of
end time events begins. What we should understand from these opening words of
Revelation is that God wants us to be fully aware of what the end will look like, what to
expect leading up to the return of Jesus Christ—a sequence of events that could begin at
any moment. Therefore, believers should be prepared at all times for that which lies
ahead.
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Jesus Christ revealed the future to His disciple John through angelic messengers and
visions (1:1b-2).
God the Father having “given” the revelation to His Son, the Son further
“signified” or “foretold” this revelation, confirming its content by His own authority.
The method by which Jesus transmitted this revelation was through His “angel,” probably
an angelic messenger rather than a human messenger since John takes on the role of the
human messenger. Angelic involvement is evident throughout the book of Revelation.
Through Jesus’ angelic messenger He revealed these end time events to John, His
“servant.” John, the disciple of Jesus, became the recipient and recorder of this prophetic
revelation. While some have suggested that another man named John may have been
responsible for writing Revelation, John the disciple and apostle is the most likely author.
He had actually “witnessed” in person Jesus Christ in the flesh, the “Word of God” (John
1:1, 14; 1 John 1:1), and therefore was a faithful witness to the “word” of this
revelation—the very testimony of Jesus Christ. The content of the book of Revelation
(the word of God and the witness of Jesus Christ) was revealed to John through a
prophetic vision—he “saw” what Jesus revealed to him. For this reason, much of the
book is visually graphic in its description of end time events. Therefore, interpreting the
book of Revelation entails certain challenges, but a literal approach to the book best suits
these interpretive challenges. Literal interpretation, of course, leaves room for
symbolism when such symbolism is evident in the text.
Those who pay attention to and obey the revelation of Jesus Christ receive special
divine blessing (1:3).
Unlike any other book of the Bible, Revelation promises a blessing for those who
read, hear, and obey its contents. The word “blessed,” used seven times in Revelation
(1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7; 22:14), is reminiscent of Jesus’ declaration of
blessings in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12). The “one who reads” Revelation is
blessed—the term is singular and may refer to the primary reader in a given congregation
since copies of the Scriptures would have been rare and out of reach for the average
believer. The “ones who hear” the book are blessed—the term is plural, applying to all
who pay attention to the message of Revelation. The “ones who keep” or obey the
message are blessed—again the term is plural and reveals that it’s not enough to simply
hear the message. We must always put God’s truth into practice. God promises to bless
those who read, hear, and obey what’s written in Revelation “because the time is near.”
As the end approaches, those who pay attention to this revelation from Jesus Christ will
take comfort in knowing that He’s coming soon as the victorious King. Therefore, those
who listen to the words of this book will be able to stand firm in the face of persecution.
The fact that God promises a blessing to those who pay attention to Revelation means
that we shouldn’t avoid this book. Instead, we should read it and live by its message of
hope and confidence in Jesus Christ.
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The Glory of Redemption—the Lord Jesus Christ
calls us to glorify Him for His redemptive sacrifice (1:4-6).
Having described the source and method of this glorious revelation, John now
turns the reader’s attention to the triune God and the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.
Here the book of Revelation takes on the form of an epistle, a letter to seven first century
churches.
The triune God—Father, Spirit, and Son—extends grace and peace to His church
(1:4-5a).
In typical ancient fashion the author begins this prophetic epistle by identifying
himself—John. So well was he known among the churches addressed that he needed no
further introduction. Having identified himself, John now identifies the primary
recipients of the book—the seven church in the Roman province of Asia (the western
region of Asia Minor, modern Turkey). These churches will each receive a special
message in chapters three and four. The fact that there are seven churches addressed in
this book implies completion, the number seven often symbolizing perfection or
completion. By implication, therefore, the seven ancient churches of Asia Minor, while
literal churches of John’s day, stand in for all churches of all time.
To these churches John extends grace and peace, common Christian greetings,
blessings that flow from the triune God. John describes God the Father as “the one who
is, the one who was, and the one who is to come,” that is, the eternal God who fills the
present, the past, and the future.
John next includes in this greeting “the seven spirits.” This phrase, located
between descriptions of God the Father and God the Son, most certainly refers to God the
Holy Spirit. The “seven” may again refer to fullness or completion, indicating that the
Holy Spirit is fully God. It likely carries the idea of “sevenfold.” John repeats this
description of the Holy Spirit three more times in Revelation (3:1; 4:5; 5:6). It’s
interesting to note that Isaiah 11:2-3 refers to the Holy Spirit in seven aspects—the Spirit
of the Lord, the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of understanding, the Spirit of counsel, the
Spirit of power, the Spirit of knowledge, and the Spirit of the fear of the Lord. Zechariah
4:1-10 describes the power of the Holy Spirit in terms of seven lamps on a lamp stand fed
by seven channels of oil, as well as seven eyes that are the observant eyes of the Lord.
Truly the Holy Spirit is multifaceted and universally pervasive in His work.
Finally, John refers to the Son of God, Jesus Christ by name and title—Savior and
Messiah. Jesus is the “faithful witness,” possibly emphasizing Jesus’ earthly teaching
ministry. Jesus faithfully testified to the truth. He is the “firstborn from the dead,”
firstborn meaning preeminent in position and emphasizing His bodily resurrection. Jesus
is also the “ruler of the kings of the earth,” referring to His future earthly reign as King of
kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16). Thus, John describes the source of grace and
peace bestowed on the churches as being the triune God—the Father, the Spirit, and the
Son in all their glory and power.
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The Son—Jesus Christ—deserves eternal glory and power because of His love and
redemptive work for His people (1:5b-6).
Because Jesus Christ in His glory is the primary subject of Revelation, John
provides a further description of God the Son. Jesus is the one who loves His people. Of
course, the Father and the Spirit are equally characterized by love, but only the Son
demonstrated that love by taking on the role of redeeming us from our sins through His
sacrificial death. He “loosed” us out of our sins, freeing us from sin’s bondage. The
word translated “loosed,” according to the majority of Greek manuscripts, is the word
“washed” (a single letter alone accounting for the difference). Not only did Jesus free us
from our sins, He washed us completely by His blood, making us pure in God’s sight.
The blood of Jesus Christ provided the only possible and complete sacrifice for human
sin. We are saved by His redemptive death on the cross.
Jesus not only solved the sin issue for us. He went so far as to make us “a
kingdom of priests” to God the Father (compare Revelation 5:10 and 20:6). First Peter
2:9 refers to God’s redeemed people as a “royal priesthood,” a role previously held by the
ancient Israelites under God’s covenant blessing (Exodus 19:6) and now held by the
church. The concept links the right of rule with the responsibility of intercession.
Because of this great redemptive work of Jesus Christ all glory and power belong to Him
forever and ever. Jesus eternally deserves the glory of His divine nature and the
accompanying power over all creation. To this declaration of praise the author shouts,
“Amen!” With that declaration all believers agree, echoing the “amen” to the glory of
our redemptive Lord Jesus Christ.

The Glory of Royalty—the Lord Jesus Christ
invites us to acknowledge Him as our Savior and Lord (1:7-8).
The revelatory and redemptive work of Jesus Christ point our attention to His
royal position as Lord of all. The Lamb is Lord!
Jesus Christ is coming in glory and the whole world will mourn over having been
responsible for His sacrificial death (1:7).
As he does on several occasions in Revelation, John arrests the reader’s attention
with the exclamation, “Behold!” “Behold, he is coming with the clouds.” Jesus Christ is
coming again. This is the point of the book of Revelation. Jesus is coming in the fullness
of deity, the clouds referring to His heavenly origin and divine glory (Daniel 7:13-14;
Matthew 24:30; 26:64; Revelation 14:14, 16). At the time of His return “every eye will
see him.” His return will be so evident that no one living on earth at the time will be able
to miss it. Included among those who will witness His return are those who “pierced”
Him. Those responsible for His crucifixion will be represented by the inhabitants of the
earth at that time. Zechariah 12:10 describes the future mourning of the Jewish people
over having rejected Jesus as their Messiah, a mourning that will take place within the
context of “grace and supplication.” Joining these Jewish tribes in mourning over Jesus
will be all the peoples of the earth, the Gentile nations. There will be great grief when the
9

world recognizes that it crucified the Son of God. Indeed, believers today mourn their
sin-based need for the redemptive sacrifice of Jesus but do so within the context of grace.
When Jesus returns, everyone will become aware of the inherent wickedness of sin and
mourn the sacrificial death of the Lord. To this truth, the truth of Jesus’ second coming,
John appends the double exclamation, “Yes, Amen!” The truth of Jesus’ return and
redemptive work are overwhelming to those who recognize His love and grace.
Jesus Christ is the eternal and almighty Lord (1:8)!
Revelation 1:8 poses a difficult interpretive problem. For the first time in this
book we read a direct divine statement. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” the first and
last letters of the Greek alphabet. The majority of Greek manuscripts include the
additional description, “the beginning and the end” (compare Revelation 21:6; 22:13),
emphasizing the eternal nature of God. This declaration is attributed to “the Lord God.”
But is this the voice of God the Father or God the Son? In Revelation 1:17, the “first and
the last” is clearly a description of God the Son. But Revelation 1:8 adds a further
description of the speaker as “the one who is, the one who was, and the one who is
coming,” a description used of God the Father in Revelation 1:4. In addition, the title,
“the Almighty,” is attributed to the speaker, which usually refers to the Father (although
the base of this term is used of Jesus in verse 6). While there are good reasons to support
either view, the fact that John had been describing the return of God the Son in verse 7
and gives no indication of a change of subject in verse 8, it seems best to attribute this
statement to God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The fact that He can be described in
identical terms as God the Father speaks to their equality within the Trinity, including
their equality in their eternal existence and unlimited power.
Revelation 1:1-8 portrays the glory of the triune God, particularly God the Son
who has revealed to us the truth about the future, who has redeemed us by His blood, and
who reigns as King of kings and Lord of lords. When we reflect on the magnificent glory
of the triune God we’ll recognize Jesus as our worthy Savior and Lord.
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The Vision of the Son of God
(Revelation1:9-20)
Because the book of Revelation has as its theme the return of Jesus Christ in His
glory—“the Lamb is Lord”—it’s essential that we gain a better perspective on the
fullness of the Savior’s glory. Revelation 1:9-20 presents a visually stunning picture of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Unlike our Sunday School pictures that portray Him in His
gentle humility, this passage reveals another aspect of Jesus’ identity. Jesus is our radiant
God who delights to be among His redeemed people.
Don’t feel alone—Jesus is with us
even when times are tough (1:9-11).
Because Jesus lives among His people we need never feel alone. The original
recipients of the book of Revelation were enduring harsh persecution. They could take
comfort in knowing that Jesus was with them.
Those who follow Jesus will suffer persecution (1:9).
John, the human author of Revelation, describes himself as our “brother.”
Although he was an authoritative apostle he wanted to identify closely with all who suffer
for the cause of Jesus Christ. In fact, he further describes himself as one who “shared
together” in the persecution of God’s people. He shared in “the suffering and kingdom
and endurance” in Jesus. Many people suffer persecution because of their faith in Jesus,
a fact about which Jesus warned His followers (John 15:20). But true believers also share
in the kingdom of Jesus, that is, we are citizens of a heavenly kingdom that will become
an earthly kingdom when Jesus returns. Likewise, we share in the endurance that comes
from our faith in Jesus, the strength He gives to all who suffer for Him.
John himself knew what it was to be persecuted. At the time that he received the
visions of Revelation he was on a small, rocky island called Patmos off the coast of Asia
Minor. The Romans had formed a penal colony on this island, putting enemies of the
state to forced labor in its mines. John had been banished to Patmos because of his
commitment to the “word of God” and the “testimony of Jesus.” In other words, John
stood up for truth, the truth about Jesus as Lord. The Roman emperor, Domitian,
demanded that everyone declare him to be the divine Lord, but Christians could not do so
in good conscience. Therefore, many believers like John experienced harsh persecution
because they remained faithful to Jesus Christ. In various places, in various times, and in
various ways Christians will suffer persecution.
Those who follow Jesus will listen to His voice (1:10-11).
John states, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day.” His spiritual state involved,
apparently, a special interaction between the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) and his own
human spirit by which he was able to receive the visions of Revelation. “The Lord’s
Day” may refer to the eschatological “Day of the Lord,” but more likely refers to the day
11

on which the Lord Jesus Christ came to be honored in the early church—Sunday, the day
of resurrection. Although this phrase isn’t used in this way in the New Testament it did
have this meaning in other early Christian writings.
On that particular day John heard a loud voice behind him, a voice that was best
described as the sound of a trumpet. Trumpets introduce great announcements, and John
was about to receive a great revelation from Jesus Christ. The voice instructed John to
write in a scroll what he was about to see and to send this book to seven specific churches
located in seven cities—Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and
Laodicea. These cities roughly formed a circle in the Roman province of Asia, and the
messengers from the seven churches would likely travel that circuit when presenting the
book of Revelation. These seven churches would come to represent all churches, since
their descriptions in chapters 2 and 3 apply readily to churches throughout the ages.
John, of course, paid attention to the voice he heard just as Christians today should listen
to the voice of the Lord as recorded in the Word of God. The fact that God spoke to John
in the midst of persecution reminds us that we are never alone, even in difficult
situations. Jesus is always with His people.
Don’t be mistaken—Jesus is
resplendent beyond compare (1:12-16).
Too many Christians have a minimal understanding of the nature of Jesus Christ.
We tend to think of Him only in His humility, as the gentle servant from Galilee. But
there’s more to Jesus, much more. He is, indeed, the humble Savior but He’s also our
radiant and divine Lord, resplendent in His appearance when viewed in His fullness. It’s
this revelation of Jesus that John now describes.
The Lord Jesus, the messianic Son of Man, is present among His people (1:12-13a).
Having heard a trumpet-like voice John naturally turned around to see who was
speaking to Him. What he saw was an overwhelming vision of the Lord Jesus Christ.
First, John saw “seven golden lampstands” which would hold seven oil lamps. The
ancient Tabernacle had as one piece of its furnishings a single lampstand with seven
branches to provide light inside the Tabernacle (Exodus 25:31-40; compare Zechariah
4:2). But John saw seven distinct golden lampstands, gold portraying value and lamps
portraying the light of God’s truth. Verse 20 tells us that these seven golden lampstands
represented the seven churches of verse 11. Churches are valuable to Jesus and shed light
in a dark world.
In the midst of the seven golden lampstands was “one like a son of man.” Daniel
7:13-14 first uses this phrase referring to the coming messianic king who receives
authority over the nations from God the Father. It came to be a title for the Messiah and
was a favorite way in which Jesus described Himself during His earthly ministry
(Matthew 8:20; 12:8; 16:27; 19:28; 24:30; 25:31). Jesus is the Son of Man, the Messiah.
John saw Jesus in the midst of the seven golden lampstands. Jesus is present among His
churches, among His people. Even where two or three are gathered, Jesus is in our midst
(Matthew 18:20).
12

The Lord Jesus, the messianic Son of Man, is clothed in priestly dignity (1:13b).
Next, John took notice of Jesus’ apparel. Jesus was “clothed to the feet,” that is,
He was wearing a full length robe. Such a robe was the attire of the ancient high priests
(Exodus 28:2-4; 29:5; Zechariah 3:4—each of these passages uses the same Greek term
in the Septuagint translation as Revelation 1:13). Jesus is our Great High Priest
(Hebrews 4:14) who continually intercedes for His people. Jesus was also wearing a
golden sash around His chest. Gold again speaks of value and, in the case of Jesus, deity.
The position of this sash implies dignity (compare Revelation 15:6)—had it been around
Jesus’ waist it would have referred to work or warfare (compare Daniel 10:5; John 13:4;
Ephesians 6:14). Jesus stands in the midst of His people as our dignified and intercessory
High Priest.
The Lord Jesus, the messianic Son of Man, has the appearance of penetrating purity
(1:14-15a).
From Jesus’ apparel, John’s attention moves to Jesus’ appearance. Purity and
judgment are themes in this description of Jesus. The Son of Man’s “head and hair” were
“white as wool” and “white like snow.” The color white in this context refers to holiness
or purity (Isaiah 1:18). In addition, Daniel 7:9 describes God the Father, the “Ancient of
Days,” as having hair that is “white like wool.” Like God the Father, God the Son is
“ancient,” eternal in being as well as holy in character.
Jesus’ eyes were like “blazing fire” and His feet were like “glowing bronze”
(compare Revelation 2:18; 19:12). Fire often refers to judgment, and the fact that Jesus’
eyes were like blazing fire reminds us that His penetrating glance convicts our hearts of
our deepest sins. Bronze also refers to judgment. The place of sacrifice at the ancient
Temple was an altar of bronze, a place where sin was judged (Exodus 27:1-2). The fact
that Jesus’ feet were like burnished bronze refined in a furnace speaks to His firm stance
on absolute justice. Interestingly, an angelic messenger described in Daniel 10:5-6 had a
nearly identical appearance. Jesus is, of course, superior to angels (Hebrews 1:4), but His
angelic messengers reflect aspects of His glory. Jesus in His glory has the appearance of
penetrating purity.
The Lord Jesus, the messianic Son of Man, possesses preeminent power (1:15b-16).
When John first heard the voice it was like a trumpet blast. Now John compares
the voice of Jesus to the sound of “many waters,” a description ascribed to God the
Father in Ezekiel 43:2. Like a roaring waterfall, Jesus’ words reveal impressive power.
Next we read that Jesus held seven stars in His right hand, the hand that implies power or
authority (compare Revelation 2:1; 3:1). Verse 20 reveals that these seven stars are the
seven messengers of the churches. Jesus has authority over the churches and their
messengers. It’s also comforting to remember that Jesus protectively holds His people in
His hand (John 10:28). Coming from the mouth of Jesus was a “sharp double-edged
sword” (compare Revelation 2:12, 16; 19:15). Such a sword speaks of precise,
comprehensive, powerful judgment (compare Hebrews 4:12). By His spoken word Jesus
will judge sin. Finally, John describes the face of Jesus in His glory. His face “shines as
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the sun in its power.” John would have witnessed a glimpse of this glory at Jesus’
transfiguration, where Jesus’ face “shone like the sun” (Matthew 17:2). Now John sees
Jesus’ face radiating with the full power of His glory. Some would see this as the
comforting warmth of Jesus’ presence (Numbers 6:25), but John’s response of abject fear
rules this out. Jesus’ appearance at every level was one of frightening purity, power, and
majesty. Jesus is resplendent in appearance, righteous in judgment, and regal in power.
Don’t be afraid—Jesus is supreme
over death, life, and all eternity (1:17-20).
If we were to see Jesus in His glory His appearance would strike fear in our
hearts. But Jesus reassures His people that we share with Him in His victory over sin and
death. He is alive. He is the author and giver of life. Our eternity is secure in His hands.
We need not fear because Jesus is alive, victorious over death (1:17-18).
When John turned and saw Jesus in such brilliant glory he “fell as his feet as
though dead.” John and the other disciples had a similar experience when they witnessed
Jesus’ transfiguration (Matthew 17:6). Apart from His divine grace, it’s impossible to
stand in the presence of our glorified Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus granted such grace to John,
extending His right hand (apparently temporarily releasing the stars from that hand) and
touched John. He assured John that there was no need to fear. While fear is the natural
response to the glory of Jesus, peace is the natural response to His grace.
Jesus then described Himself as “the first and the last,” comparable to being the
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end (Revelation 1:8; 22:13). Jesus is eternal
God. Jesus also described Himself as “the living one,” referring to His self-existence as
God. This living one “came to be dead” as our sacrifice on the cross. However,
“Behold,” Jesus declared, “”I am alive forever and ever!” Jesus is the living one by
virtue of His divine self-existence and He is alive again by virtue of His resurrection from
the dead. He is victorious over death (1 Corinthians 15:25, 54-56). In fact, Jesus holds
“the keys of death and Hades.” He has authority over death, determining the time and
means by which we will pass from this earthly existence. He also has authority over
Hades, the place of the unseen, the final destination specifically of those who reject Him
(compare Revelation 20:14).
We need not fear because Jesus knows the past, present, and future (1:19).
Verse 19 serves as a simple outline for the book of Revelation, a key verse that
captures the flow of the book. Jesus instructed John to write what he had seen, what was
taking place in the present time, and what would take place in the future. The past
revelation included chapter 1, the present includes chapters 2-3 (the descriptions of the
churches), and the future encompasses chapters 4-22 of Revelation. Jesus knows the
past, the present, and the future. Because He knows the end from the beginning we need
not fear what lies ahead but can trust Him with every aspect of our lives and our eternity.
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We need not fear because Jesus understands the mysteries of His eternal plan (1:20).
At this point Jesus prepares to transition from this revelation of His glory to His
message to the seven churches. He does so by interpreting two mysteries, the mystery of
the seven stars and the mystery of the seven lampstands. A mystery in biblical terms
refers to a previously undisclosed truth that’s now made known by divine revelation.
The seven stars in Jesus’ right hand “are the angels of the seven churches.” The
word “angel,” of course, means “messenger” and can refer to human messengers or
supernatural angelic messengers. Most often in Revelation it refers to angelic
messengers. However, in reference to the seven churches is seems best to view these
messengers as human representatives of each of the seven churches, people who would
deliver John’s writings to the churches. These may have been officials from each church
or merely couriers assigned to the churches. They certainly would have been reputable
individuals who could be entrusted with such a spectacular mission of carrying John’s
message to the churches.
Jesus then revealed the mystery of the seven lampstands as representing the seven
churches (compare verse 11). Jesus, in the midst of His churches, has a message to share
that will help each church fulfill its purpose of shining the light of the gospel into our
dark world. Because Jesus is supreme over death, life, and eternity the good news about
His saving work is worth sharing with everyone near and far. After all, Jesus is our
radiant God who delights to be among His redeemed people.
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The Church at Ephesus, a Legalistic Church—
Restoring your Spiritual Passion for Christ
(Revelation 2:1-7)
Revelation 2-3 records Jesus’ message to the seven churches identified in
Revelation 1:11. While some interpreters see these churches as predictive of the course
of church history, it’s best to view these churches as historical first century churches from
which all churches in all times can gain spiritual perspective. The first church Jesus
addressed was the church in the city of Ephesus. At the time that John recorded Jesus’
words the church at Ephesus already had a long and strong heritage. But like many
spiritual movements, it had lost its focus over time. It upheld the truth, but legalistically
neglected love. Jesus pointed out this church’s flagging love for Him. The church at
Ephesus serves as a warning for all Christians to fervently fire up their faith. We must
carefully balance truth and love in order to shine for Jesus.

The Lord Jesus Christ commends the
church’s diligent labor and doctrinal purity (2:1-3).
Like the church at Ephesus, every church must work hard at its Christ-given
mission and guard doctrinal truth.
Jesus addressed the ancient church at Ephesus, a church with a rich spiritual heritage
(2:1a).
Ephesus was a thriving metropolis in western Asia Minor in the first century. It
also became a center for Christian expansion. Politically, Ephesus had a long history,
having been colonized over a thousand years before New Testament times. It was the
political capital of Asia Minor in the first century. Economically, the city of Ephesus was
a hub of commerce and travel. Located along the Cayster River near the western coast of
Asia Minor, Ephesus had an inland harbor that made this city a center of trade in the
eastern Mediterranean region. Roadways into the inland of Asia Minor made the location
of Ephesus economically strategic.
Ephesus was home to the worship of the Roman fertility goddess Diana, also
known to the Greeks as Artemis. When Paul ministered in Ephesus a great uproar took
place because some of the craftsmen who made silver idols of Diana began to feel the
negative effects of Christianity on their trade (Acts 19:23-41). In fact, the prominence of
Diana was such that the Ephesians had built a spectacular temple in her honor. This
temple was so magnificent that it’s considered one of the wonders of the ancient world.
Paul traveled to Ephesus at the end of his second missionary journey and stayed
only briefly (Acts 18:18-21). He returned on his third missionary journey and stayed for
over two years, establishing a citywide church (Acts 19:8-10). It was during this period
of time that the book of Acts describes the riot in Ephesus, including a mention of the
goddess Artemis and the city’s theater (Acts 19:23-41). Later, Paul wrote the book of
Ephesians to the Christians in Ephesus. Other key Christian leaders who served at
Ephesus included Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:19), Timothy (1 Timothy 1:3), and
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according to church tradition the apostle John in his later years of ministry. The church
had a strong beginning with strong leadership. It was central to Christian outreach into
much of the interior of Asia Minor. Later in church history Ephesus hosted several
important church councils.
Jesus described Himself as holding the seven stars and walking among the seven
golden lampstands (2:1b).
Jesus “holds” or “holds firmly” (the term implies power or authority) the seven
stars in His right hand. In Revelation 1:16 John saw these stars in his vision, and in verse
20 Jesus Christ identified the seven stars as the seven “angels” or “messengers” of the
seven churches. These “angels” are probably not heavenly messengers but human
messengers. They were representatives of the church. The fact that Jesus holds firmly
these seven stars served as a reminder to the church at Ephesus that Christ protects
His church and its leaders and is the ultimate authority over the church.
Jesus not only stands in the midst of the seven golden lampstands (Revelation
1:13), He also walks among them, being actively present among His churches.
Revelation 1:20 identifies the seven golden lampstands as representing the seven
churches. A church is to be a light in its community. Gold speaks of the high value of
the church in God’s sight. The church at Ephesus was probably the most influential
church of that region. The fact that Jesus walked among the seven churches would
remind the Ephesian Christians that Christ is present in every church. The church at
Ephesus, influential as it was, had to depend on the presence of Christ just like every
other church large or small. It’s Jesus Christ who holds and builds His church.
Jesus commends His people for their hard work, endurance, and rejection of false
teachers (2:2-3).
Jesus Christ commended the Ephesian church on several counts. This body of
believers was certainly a steadfast church. First, the church at Ephesus was a hard
working church. Christ commended the church at Ephesus for its exhaustive efforts.
This church had a sound track record of good deeds. It had labored in the gospel
ministry. There was certainly a high level of commitment on the part of the Christians in
Ephesus. Coupled with this hard labor was their endurance. They did not give up on the
Lord’s work.
Second, the church at Ephesus was a doctrinally pure church. The Ephesians
showed no toleration for wicked people, referring most likely to false teachers within
their church. Although there were some in that day claiming to be “apostles,” the
Ephesians tested their claims and proved them to be false. These people were not leaders
but liars. The church at Ephesus was doctrinally pure. In verse 6 Christ commended the
Ephesian Christians for hating the works of the “Nicolaitans,” apparently a sect of false
teachers. The church at Ephesus maintained doctrinal purity.
Third, the church at Ephesus was an enduring church. Christ commended this
church for enduring hardships and bearing up under trials for His name’s sake. The
Ephesians had endured victoriously and had not grown weary in the spiritual conflict.
Although their toil and trials were tiresome to the point of exhaustion, they never tired of
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serving the Lord. In these ways every church should aim to be like the ancient church at
Ephesus.

The Lord Jesus Christ challenges the
church to repent of its loveless legalism (2:4-6).
Even with its great spiritual heritage and its diligent devotion to truth and to the
Lord’s work, the church at Ephesus had its faults. Specifically, the church had become
unloving.
Christians too easily lose their first love for the Lord (2:4).
Jesus pinpointed this church’s weakness by saying, “You have forsaken your first
love.” Jesus was possibly referring to their love for one another or He may have been
referring to their original love for Him. Probably both facets of love had deteriorated
over the years. Since loving God and loving our neighbor are closely aligned commands
(see Mark 12:29-31) it would make sense that both were lacking at Ephesus. In all its
doctrinal purity, the church at Ephesus had become an unloving body. We could call this
the legalistic church, holding to truth without love. When we lose our original passion
for Jesus Christ we risk falling into a ritualistic, legalistic form of faith.
Those who reflect, repent, and return to their first love for the Lord can avoid
premature judgment (2:5).
What can a church or an individual Christian do to restore that original passion for
Jesus Christ? The Lord Himself gives us the answer with three compelling commands.
The first command is to “remember.” The church at Ephesus was to reflect on its
original love for Christ and consider how far it had fallen. When we want to restore our
spiritual passion we need to remember the days when we were close to Christ, when we
rejoiced in our salvation, and when our faith bubbled from within us. This exercise of
remembering serves to whet our appetites for that kind of love.
The second command is brief, yet pointed. Repent! The church at Ephesus
needed to recognize its sin and turn away from it. Repentance describes a change of
mind that prompts a sorrow for sin and a change of direction, a reversing of our course.
The third command from Christ was to do the first works again, to return to those
spiritual disciplines that kept the original passion glowing. Christians who have lost their
passion should revert to that way of life that yielded growth in Christ. It’s never too late
to start start fresh with God. Jesus Christ described the consequences of putting off such
a change. The church at Ephesus risked losing its lampstand, its gospel influence on the
surrounding community and region. A passionless church cannot reach a lost world. A
passionless Christian cannot touch a hungry heart.

18

A true love for the Lord will be reflected in a love for the truth (2:6).
At this point Jesus referred to the works of a sect called the Nicolaitans (compare
Revelation 2:15). The identity of this sect is uncertain. The term itself means “to
conquer the people,” and may refer to a group that in some way became oppressive over
people’s rights and freedoms in Christ. Some commentators have described this
oppression as that of the clergy over the laity, though no historical evidence supports this
view. Others have claimed that this sect consisted of followers of a man named
“Nicolas,” one of the deacons of Acts 6:5. However, nothing is really known of the
teachings or ministry of Nicolas outside of Acts 6:5 and his upright character in that
context would make this view suspect. Some early church writings link the Nicolaitans
with the heresy of Gnosticism, a mystical belief that special knowledge of God was
available only to a select few. Other early writings link the Nicolaitans with a licentious
lifestyle. Whatever the actual practices and teachings of this sect were, the Ephesian
church shared in Christ’s hatred for these practices and maintained pure doctrine.

The Lord Jesus Christ comforts the church
with the promise of eternal fellowship in God’s presence (2:7).
Jesus didn’t end His message to the church at Ephesus with words of warning and
judgment. Instead, He offered hope and comfort for all true believers.
Christians must learn to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s message to the churches
(2:7a).
Jesus Christ invites all believers to hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches,
believers both past and present. The words that Jesus revealed to John were also the
words of the Holy Spirit, the triune God being fully involved in making known the truths
of the book of Revelation (Revelation 1:1). The Holy Spirit speaks through God’s
revealed Word to the hearts of God’s people, and we must pay attention to what He says.
All true believers will enjoy eternal life with God in Paradise (2:7b).
Jesus referred to those who “overcome” as being recipients of His blessings.
While some interpreters see these as a special, spiritually superior group of Christians,
the term likely refers to all true believers (compare 1 John 5:5). To true believers Jesus
guarantees the privilege of eating from “the tree of life” that’s in God’s “paradise.” This
image refers to eternal life and joy in God’s presence. The tree of life, mentioned in
Genesis (2:9; 3:22, 24), will again be present in the new heaven and new
earth (Revelation 22:2, 14). What was lost in the Garden of Eden due to sin will one day
be restored by Christ in heaven, including the joy, the peace, and the fellowship with God
for which we as Christians long. There’s hope for those who have lost their spiritual
passion. Knowing we have heaven in our future, we can change our course from a
ritualistic and legalistic faith to a vibrant, loving walk with Jesus Christ. We must
carefully balance truth and love in order to shine for Jesus.
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The Church at Smyrna, a Persecuted Church—
Developing your Courage in Christ
(Revelation 2:8-11)
One of the most famous martyrs of the ancient church was a man named
Polycarp, a second century pastor. Imprisoned, threatened, and tortured, Polycarp
refused to deny the Lord Jesus Christ and ultimately was burned at the stake for his faith.
Polycarp lived in Smyrna and in his early days may have been taught directly by the
Apostle John. The second church Jesus addressed in Revelation was the body of
believers at Smyrna. This was a church that had experienced severe persecution for its
faith and more persecution was heading its way, as was proven in the life and death of
Polycarp. Suffering is ever present and never pleasant, but God can use suffering to
strengthen us in our faith.

The Lord Jesus Christ commends the
church’s endurance in times of persecution (2:8-9).
Jesus warned that His followers would face persecution (Matthew 5:11; Mark
10:30; John 15:20). Paul likewise described persecution as the lot of true Christians (2
Timothy 3:12). Jesus never promised to remove persecution, but He did promise to
sustain His people through seasons of persecution. The church at Smyrna knew the
intensity of persecution first hand, but these dear Christians also received Jesus’ words of
commendation for faithfully enduring persecution.
Jesus addressed the ancient church at Smyrna, a church that was undergoing severe
persecution (2:8a).
The name “Smyrna” means “myrrh,” a fragrant perfume common to Bible times.
It’s interesting to note that myrrh was used in the burial of Jesus (John 19:39). In
speaking to the church at Smyrna, Jesus refers to His own death and resurrection
and warns that these believers might face death for their Christian faith.
Politically, Smyrna had an ancient history, with evidence of settlement over two
thousand years before Christ. It was the birthplace of the famous poet Homer. Greek
colonization was present by 1,000 B.C., and Smyrna eventually reached economic and
political prominence. But around 600 B.C. King Alyattes of Lydia captured and
destroyed Smyrna.
After Alexander the Great’s conquest of his vast empire one of his
generals, Lysimachus, rebuilt Smyrna in 290 B.C. Smyrna had once been dead but was
alive once again. As Rome’s influence grew in the Mediterranean world Smyrna early on
expressed allegiance to this new political power. In A.D. 26 the city of Smyrna cited this
early commitment to Rome as a basis for building a temple in honor of the deified
Tiberius Caesar. Of the eleven cities that requested to do so, Smyrna was granted this
privilege. As a result, emperor worship became a strong feature of life in Smyrna, and to
resist honoring the Roman emperor brought about persecution.
Smyrna enjoyed great economic significance. The city of Smyrna was a port city,
located about forty miles north of Ephesus and ranking second in commerce to Ephesus.
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Its extensive harbor made it an important seaport along the coast of the Aegean Sea.
Smyrna was also located at the mouth of the Hermus River, and this river valley provided
trade routes into the interior regions of Asia Minor. The city of Smyrna was built along
the harbor and stretched up along the hills surrounding the harbor. Ancient writers
referred to Smyrna’s natural setting and beauty as appearing like a “crown.” As a center
for trade, Smyrna was a wealthy city. It was often called the “first in Asia” in regard to
its beauty and its zeal for emperor worship.
Of the seven cities cited in
these opening chapters of Revelation only Smyrna exists today. It’s still a thriving
seaport that now carries the name Izmir.
Like other ancient Greek cities, Smyrna boasted temples to various gods and
goddesses. Significant in the first century A.D. was the rise of emperor worship.
Smyrna’s temple to Emperor Tiberius catapulted the city to prominence in this form of
worship. Because Smyrna was the center of emperor worship in that region, persecution
against Christians was particularly strong. The citizens of Rome in that day were
required to offer incense to the image of the emperor and declare, “Caesar is Lord.”
Christians refused to honor anyone other than Jesus as Lord, and therefore faced
continual hardship, especially in Smyrna.
The church at Smyrna is not mentioned outside of Revelation 2:8-11. It’s
proximity to Ephesus makes it likely that Paul’s influence in the region was largely
responsible for the beginnings of a Christian church in Smyrna (compare Acts 19:8-10).
Either Paul or some of his converts may have planted this church. Later, John’s influence
in Ephesus must have rippled throughout the region. It’s interesting to speculate the
possibility that Polycarp in his younger years may have known the apostle John and
possibly served as the “messenger” of this letter from John to the church at Smyrna.
Jesus described Himself as the first and last, the one who died and returned to life
(2:8b).
In His description of Himself to the church at Smyrna Jesus said He is the “first
and the last” (compare Revelation 1:17-18; 22:13), a clear reference to His eternality and
deity (Isaiah 44:6; 48:12). Jesus is eternal, existing eternally before creation and living
throughout eternity future. Although the city of Smyrna considered itself to be the
“first” in regard to beauty and devotion to emperor worship, the Lord Jesus Christ is in
reality the “first” before all things. Christians find strength in Christ when He is first and
foremost in our lives. The church that endures suffering can be sure that Jesus Christ
knows the outcome of that suffering. After all, He is eternal—the first and the last.
Jesus Christ also described Himself as the one who had died and had come to life
again. The city of Smyrna took pride in the fact that though it had once died it had come
to life again as a political entity. Even more significantly, Jesus had died as our
redeeming sacrifice and rose to life as our Savior. Since the Christians in Smyrna were
facing persecution and possible death, Christ reminded them that He holds the power of
death and eternal life. He conquered death on the cross and rose from the grave. He
assures His people of eternal life.
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Jesus acknowledges the suffering, poverty, and slander of His persecuted people (2:9).
The church at Smyrna had been enduring severe persecution for some time.
These believers now heard Christ’s commendation for their endurance.
First, Jesus acknowledged the church’s trials. The church knew the meaning of
afflictions (tribulations). The term refers to intense, crushing pressure. Suffering was not
new to the Christians at Smyrna. God sometimes allows His people to suffer in order to
testify to a lost world about His saving grace and to develop greater spiritual devotion
and depth in the hearts of His people. Churches that successfully endure persecution
become stronger in faith.
Second, Jesus acknowledged the church’s poverty. Smyrna was a wealthy city,
but apparently one aspect of persecution in that city took the form of economic pressure
on Christians. Those who refused to worship the Roman emperor were excluded from
business transactions. They could not buy or sell. They were cut off from their wealth.
The Christians in Smyrna became impoverished. However, Jesus also pointed out that
these impoverished believers were in reality abundantly wealthy. The blessings of our
spiritual relationship with God through Jesus Christ far outweigh any monetary wealth (2
Corinthians 6:10; James 2:5).
Third, Jesus acknowledged the fact that the church had been subject to slander.
The church in Smyrna endured persecution, poverty, and character defamation. The
Jewish population of that city slandered its Christian neighbors, probably reporting them
to the authorities and denying another spiritual affiliation with them. Jesus describes
these slanderers as claiming to be Jews but not really being Jews. They were probably
Jews by heritage but not by faith, since the New Testament affirms that the true
offspring of Abraham have owned Jesus as savior (Romans 2:28-29; John 8:39-47).
Jesus even described these opponents as a “synagogue of Satan” since Satan is ultimately
behind all opposition to the Christian faith. The church at Smyrna was a persecuted
church.

The Lord Jesus Christ challenges the church
to be courageous in the face of persecution (2:10).
In the case of the church at Smyrna the Lord Jesus Christ presented no words of
condemnation. This church was enduring great hardship and needed to hear the caring,
comforting words of her Lord. Christ knows our hurts and He knows how best to restore
spiritual health and strength to those who suffer. Jesus Christ gave two compassionate
exhortations to the church at Smyrna—to stop being fearful and to be faithful.
Christians must learn to replace fear with faith during seasons of suffering (2:10a).
“Don’t be afraid!” Fear is a natural response in times of persecution. Jesus
Christ called the church at Smyrna to set aside its fears. He didn’t promise that
persecution would end. In fact, Jesus warned that persecution would continue. But these
Christians didn’t need to be afraid of what they were about to suffer. Further suffering
for Jesus was imminent, but Jesus would strengthen them in the midst of their suffering.
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Christians must understand that Satan will try to destroy us whenever possible (2:10b).
Jesus warned that the devil would imprison some of the Christian in Smyrna.
Satan is behind all opposition to Jesus and His people. This additional persecution would
test these beleaguered believers, pushing them to the breaking point. But all such
persecution is temporary, incomparable in light of eternity. Even in this world
persecution is limited by God’s powerful hand. Jesus said that the church in Smyrna
would experience persecution for “ten days.” This might refer to ten major waves
of persecution in the early church, although such an expansive view seems unlikely. It
could serve as a general reference to a brief, limited time of persecution. It could also
refer to a literal ten-day period of intense persecution. The point is that this persecution,
though intense, would be limited. Therefore, the believers were no longer to operate out
of fear.
Christians must remain faithful at all cost, anticipating the prize of eternal life (2:10c).
“Be faithful!” Instead of being controlled by fear, the Christians at Smyrna were
to be characterized by faith. They were to remain faithful even to the point of death if
necessary. After all, physical death is merely the path to eternal life. Those who have
faith in Jesus Christ will receive a “crown of life” (James 1:12). The people of Smyrna
were accustomed to crowns. Their coins bore the images of their prominent citizens
wearing wreaths of honor on their heads. Christians will one day be honored with a
crown of life. Eternal life itself (the primary meaning of “the crown of life”), along with
the rewards of heaven, is all that we need to motivate us to live faithful lives in Christ
Jesus. Persecution and death mean nothing in comparison to eternal life in Christ.

The Lord Jesus Christ comforts the church
with the promise of deliverance from eternal death (2:11).
As with each of the seven churches addressed, Jesus invites His people to listen to
the voice of the Holy Spirit and take comfort in Jesus’ promise of a better future.
Christians must learn to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s message to the churches
(2:11a).
The Holy Spirit was speaking through the revealed words of Jesus to the
churches. Therefore, God’s people were to listen to the Spirit’s message—God’s people
both past and present. The Spirit continues to guide the church today.
All true believers will be protected from the second death (2:11b).
Those who overcome, that is, true believers (1 John 5:5) will one day know that
physical death does not interfere with eternal life. The second death cannot hurt the
Christian. The way this verse expresses the idea is emphatic. The second death will “no
not hurt” the believer. The second death refers to eternal separation from God, eternity in
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the lake of fire (Revelation 20:6, 14; 21:8). The first death is physical death, and even
Christians must experience this death. However, it’s comforting for those who endure
persecution to know that the next life will be free from harm of any kind. Those who are
suffering to the point of death for the sake of Christ will not experience the second death.
In Jesus Christ we have eternal life. Suffering is ever present and never pleasant, but God
can use suffering to strengthen us in our faith.
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The Church at Pergamum, a Compromising Church—
Maintaining your Purity in Christ
(Revelation 2:12-17)
One of the most tragic stories of the Old Testament involved a charlatan named
Balaam. Balaam had been hired by the Moabites to pronounce prophetic curses on the
Israelites as they approached the Promised Land. Prevented by God from doing so,
Balaam instead coached the Moabites to infiltrate the people of Israel through seductive
sexual enticements. The Israelites took the bait, and God inflicted judgment on His
chosen people. The First Century church at Pergamum, while tenacious in its faith, had
begun to succumb to similar temptations. It could be called the compromising church.
While this church had several strengths it seems to have become a bit too chummy with
some of the worldly ways that characterized its city. This church reminds us that we
must engage the world while remaining immune from the world.

The Lord Jesus Christ commends the
church’s tenacity in the midst of Satanic opposition (2:12-13).
As was His pattern in these messages to the seven churches, Jesus began with a
powerful description of Himself and with words of commendation for the church.
Jesus addressed the ancient church at Pergamum, a church that had experienced
strong spiritual opposition (2:12a).
Pergamum was a city situated on a hill overlooking a fertile river valley. Its name
comes from the Greek root word for “marriage” or “wedding banquet.” The New
Testament refers to the church as the bride of Christ. Christians are married to the Lord
in a spiritual union and are therefore responsible to be pure and faithful to Him.
However, the church at Pergamum had become unfaithful. It had compromised its values
in the face of an ungodly society.
Pergamum’s history predates the Christian era by more than four centuries.
Following the conquest of Alexander the Great, Pergamum won a measure of
independence. Pergamum served as a buffer between Rome and Syria and eventually
became an ally of Rome. Because of its strategic location and its cooperation, Pergamum
became the seat of Roman government in the province of Asia, sharing political influence
with Ephesus and Smyrna. Emperor worship had a strong foundation in Pergamum,
adding to this city’s political clout.
As a crossroads of commerce, Pergamum enjoyed great wealth. It boasted great
temples and beautiful architecture. It became a center of medicine, an identity that grew
even stronger after the First Century. Pergamum also became a city of educational
influence. It was the home to a university and to a library of two hundred
thousand volumes. In fact, this library competed with the famous library of Alexandria in
Egypt. A tradition says that this competition was so fierce that Egypt refused to send
papyrus to Pergamum in order to restrain the growth of Pergamum’s library. The king of
Pergamum, therefore, developed parchment as a writing material in order to continue
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to expand the library. The word “parchment” actually comes from the name
“Pergamum.” Pergamum would have been an important center of learning, culture, and
civic pride.
In regard to religion, Pergamum was diverse. Emperor worship at Pergamum
was strong in the first century. In addition, Pergamum had temples to various deities
including Athena, Dionysus, and Zeus. The throne-like altar to Zeus dominated the
acropolis of the city. Its massive size, extensive friezes portraying the mythic battles
between gods and giants, and its regal appearance have prompted many to refer to this
altar as the “throne of Satan” mentioned in Revelation 2:13. Another prominent
god worshiped in Pergamum was Asklepius, the god of healing. This god was
represented by a snake on a pole which is still the symbol of the medical profession
today. It’s interesting to note that Satan is symbolized by a serpent in Revelation 12:9
and 20:2. Satan was well represented in Pergamum. The worship of the various gods in
Pergamum included such ungodly practices as drunkenness, prostitution, and idolatry.
Most significant to the Christian era is that fact that Pergamum became the center of the
imperial cult in the province of Asia. Christians who refused to offer worship to Caesar
were at times fiercely persecuted.
The church at Pergamum probably began around the time of Paul’s extended
ministry in Ephesus during his third missionary journey. However, Acts 2:9 mentions
residents of the province of Asia as among those who first heard the gospel on the day
of Pentecost, so it’s possible that some of these individuals carried the message back
home at an earlier date. The church at Pergamum is not mentioned in the New
Testament outside of Revelation.
Jesus described Himself as possessing a sharp two-edged sword (2:12b).
Unlike most of His other self-descriptions to the churches in Revelation, Jesus
Christ here presents Himself as a judge. He has a sword—a double-edged sword, a sharp
sword (compare Revelation 1:16). This is the kind of description found in Revelation
19:15 where we read that Christ returns to judge the world. It’s interesting to note that
Rome had granted the city of Pergamum the power of capital punishment, symbolized by
a sword. Jesus here presents Himself as the ultimate judge, the one who stands far above
the power of Rome. Revelation 1:16 describes the sword as coming from the mouth of
Christ and therefore may refer to the power of the Word of God (compare Hebrews
4:12, where a different word for “sword” is used). Jesus Christ judges by the power of
His spoken word. The church at Pergamum stood in a place of compromise and, apart
from repentance, faced judgment as a church.
Jesus recognizes the spiritual battles and the spiritual victories of His people (12:13).
Jesus Christ commended the church at Pergamum on three counts—the church’s
engagement with the world, its tenacity, and its endurance in the face of persecution.
Jesus told the church at Pergamum that He knew where this body of believers
lived, the place where Satan had his throne. The phrase “Satan’s throne” may have
referred to any or all of the idolatrous centers of worship in Pergamum. It would have
been easy for the Christians at Pergamum to flee to a more spiritually tolerant city. But
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they chose to stay in a place where Christianity would undergo spiritual and physical
attack. They knew the spiritual needs of the people in Pergamum and engaged
themselves in the spiritual warfare in that city. Too often Christians isolate themselves
from the world instead of penetrating the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The Christians at Pergamum didn’t give up on the name of Christ. They held fast
to the person and work of the Lord Jesus. In the face of strong opposition this church
was tenacious.
The church at Pergamum endured great persecution but never renounced its faith
in Jesus Christ. Here Jesus cites the example of a man named Antipas. Antipas is
unknown outside of this reference. His name means “against all,” and this dear Christian
apparently stood against all the pagan pressure of his day. Apparently Antipas was
a faithful “witness” (this term came to mean “martyr”) for Jesus Christ. He was put to
death for his faith. The officials of Pergamum probably hoped to frighten the
other Christians into renouncing their faith through this severe act of persecution, but
even at the martyrdom of Antipas the church didn’t waver in its faith. This was an
enduring church.

The Lord Jesus Christ challenges the
church’s compromise in doctrine and lifestyle (2:14-16).
Although the church at Pergamum was faithful in the face of blatant persecution,
the believers were losing the battle in regard to subtle compromise. So often this is the
tragic pattern. Christians can endure the obvious temptations of Satan, but the quiet and
gradual slide away from purity in Jesus Christ traps far too many.
Christians must stand out from the world in moral purity (2:14).
The church at Pergamum had fallen into compromise in regard to what Jesus
Christ identified as the teaching of Balaam. In the Old Testament book of Numbers,
chapters 22-24, Balaam appears on the scene of Israel’s history. The Israelites had set up
camp on the border of Moab and were preparing to conquer the Promised Land. The
king of Moab, Balak, summoned Balaam to come and pronounce magical curses on the
Israelites. However, God intervened and Balak could only pronounce blessings on
God’s people. Then, in Numbers 25 the Israelites succumbed to compromise. The men
of Israel involved themselves in sexual immorality with the Moabite women and God
brought judgment on Israel. Apparently Balaam was instrumental in encouraging the
Moabites to entice the Israelites into sin. He knew that God would judge His own people
for their impurity.
Some of the Christians in the church at Pergamum were guilty of a similar sin.
They had fallen into spiritual compromise, lowering their standards and falling into sin.
Balaam had taught Balak to “entice,” literally to “throw a stumbling stone” among the
children of Israel. The church at Pergamum had been enticed by the wicked society
around it. Jesus Christ identifies two specific examples of sin in this church. One was
its participation in idolatry, as seen in the action of eating meat offered to idols. The
meat itself was not the issue (compare 1 Corinthians 8:1-8), so apparently the Christians
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who were participating in this act were doing so in connection with idolatrous worship.
They were justifying their actions and compromising their standards. Some of the
Christians were even participating in sexual immorality, probably in connection with
some of the pagan worship rituals and temple prostitution. They had violated their
purity and their testimony.
Christians must understand and affirm sound doctrine (2:15).
The Christians at Pergamum had also fallen into compromise in regard to the
teachings of the Nicolaitans. This sect, which the church at Ephesus opposed (Revelation
2:6), probably included in its teachings an endorsement of a licentious lifestyle. Some of
the Christians in the church at Pergamum had returned to this immoral way of living. It’s
interesting to note that the Greek word “Nicolaitan” and the Hebrew name “Balaam” both
carry the meaning of ruling over a group of people, so their teachings and practices may
have been similar.
Those who have failed morally or doctrinally will find restoration through repentance
(2:16).
The commandment to the church at Pergamum is brief and pointed. “Repent!”
There is no gradual return from compromise. The Christian, though gradually lured into
a lifestyle of sin, cannot gradually return to a life of holiness. No, a complete break with
sin is the only remedy. Repentance means a change of direction, a complete turn-around
in attitudes and actions. If the church at Pergamum did not deal with compromise in its
ranks, Christ warned that He Himself would come to that church and fight against those
in compromising situations using the sword of His mouth which He described earlier.
Christ sees compromise in the church as far too dangerous to remain unchecked. He calls
the church to purity and will judge the church’s impurity.

The Lord Jesus Christ comforts the church
with the promise of eternal sustenance and acceptance (2:17).
Although a spirit of compromise had infiltrated the church at Pergamum there
were many who remained faithful to Jesus Christ. All who truly believe in Jesus, those
who “overcome,” have the assurance of Jesus’ eternal power and presence.
Christians must learn to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s message to the churches
(2:17a).
Again Jesus Christ invites every individual believer in all the churches to listen to
what the Holy Spirit is saying through these revealed messages.
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All true believers will enjoy the sustaining power and presence of Jesus Christ
throughout eternity (2:17b).
All true believers have “overcome” or become “victorious” through Jesus Christ
and receive His assured blessings. To the church at Pergamum the Lord Jesus makes
three promises—they will receive the hidden manna, a white stone, and a new name.
Manna was the bread God miraculously provided for the Israelites in the
wilderness, a sample of which was stored in a jar in the Tabernacle as a reminder of
God’s provision (Exodus 16:32-35). Manna sustained the people of God throughout the
hardships of their wilderness journeys. Hidden manna probably refers to the spiritual
sustenance Jesus provides for His people as the “Bread of Life” (John 6:35). The church
at Pergamum was enduring hardships along the journey and needed the daily sustaining
power of Jesus Christ. In eternity future God’s people will be sustained by the power and
presence of Jesus in a continual feast.
Jesus also promised the Christians at Pergamum a “white stone.” Opinions vary
in regard to interpreting the significance of this white stone. Some view this as an
inscribed invitation to a banquet. Others interpret it in the context of an ancient custom
in the law courts. The judge would indicate his ruling in a case by placing in a jar a white
or a black stone. The black stone would indicate guilt, but the white stone would
indicate acquittal. According to either interpretation, the emphasis that Christ is making
to the church at Pergamum is His personal acceptance of the believer whereby we will
enjoy His presence forever. Christians stand acquitted of guilt, accepted by Christ, and
openly invited into His kingdom.
The white stone would be inscribed with a “new name” known only to the one
who receives it. The new name may be that of the believer, reflecting the Christian’s
changed character. Or the new name may be a special name for Jesus Christ Himself, a
name holding special significance to the Christian redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.
Again, the point here seems to be that the Christian enters into a new relationship with
Christ, one characterized by a new identity. We want to live up to the new name that we
have in Jesus Christ, maintaining purity and resisting compromise. The message to the
church at Pergamum reminds us that we must engage the world while remaining immune
from the world.
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The Church at Thyatira, a Persevering Church—
Strengthening your Commitment to Christ
(Revelation 2:18-29)
One of the most devious characters in the Old Testament was a woman named
Jezebel. In fact, her name still rings with the connotation of treachery and evil. She was
a queen of Israel who advanced the worship of Baal and did all in her power to destroy
the prophets of God. Her name is associated with a member of the First Century church
in the city of Thyatira. This church was the fourth in Asia Minor that Jesus addressed in
the book of Revelation. The church at Thyatira wrestled with maintaining correct
doctrine and therefore struggled to sustain proper purity. It did manage to persevere in
the face of false teaching, however, and serves as a reminder to us that we must
continually strengthen our commitment to Jesus Christ.

The Lord Jesus Christ commends the
church’s diligence and perseverance (2:18-19).
The city of Thyatira was, by comparison to the other cities of Revelation 2-3, a
less significant city even though it received the lengthiest message to the seven churches.
Still, the message Jesus sent to the church in this city hints at some of the activities that
were a part of the culture of Thyatira with a warning against spiritual compromise.
Jesus addressed the ancient church at Thyatira, a church that had persevered in spite
of internal discord (2:18).
Thyatira was located in a valley on the road passing from Pergamum to Sardis.
Its geographic location made Thyatira a corridor of commerce in spite of its less
defensible position. Following the conquest and subsequent death of Alexander the
Great, one of his generals, Seleucus I, took control of Asia Minor. He established the city
of Thyatira and colonized it with Macedonians who had served in Alexander’s army.
Political instability put Thyatira in the middle of conflicts until the Romans established
peace in the region. Otherwise the city of Thyatira had little political significance.
Those who settled Thyatira set up a number of trade guilds which became the
economic heart of the city. Ancient inscriptions indicate that there were guilds for those
who worked in wool, linen, leather, and bronze as well as guilds for bakers, tanners, and
those who dyed cloth. Purple dye was a product of this region, and purple dye and dyed
purple cloth were major exports of this city. Acts 16:14 mentions a woman from
Thyatira named Lydia, a convert of Paul, who was involved in selling purple cloth. In
addition to their commercial influence, the trade guilds in Thyatira likely controlled much
of the religious culture of the city.
Each of the trade guilds in Thyatira would have had its own patron deity.
Worship of these gods or goddesses would include feasts and immoral celebrations. The
two most prominent deities in Thyatira were Apollo (the sun god) and Artemis (the moon
goddess). The pressure on Christians to conform to the pagan practices of the trade
guilds must have been intense.
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The origin of the church in Thyatira is uncertain. During his ministry in Philippi,
Paul led Lydia, a business woman from Thyatira who was involved in the purple cloth
industry, to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Lydia had apparently become a
proselyte to the Jewish faith, hinting that Thyatira was home to a measurable Jewish
population. Lydia used her financial means to support Paul and the work of the church in
Philippi (Acts 16:14-15). It may have been through Lydia and her acquaintances in
Thyatira that the gospel of Jesus Christ first reached that city. It’s also possible that the
church in Thyatira came into existence as an extension of Paul’s later ministry in
Ephesus.
Jesus described Himself as the Son of God, having eyes like blazing fire and feet like
burnished bronze (2:18b).
The Lord Jesus Christ presented Himself to the church at Thyatira as the Son of
God. He emphasized His deity to that church, reminding them that He is God over all.
His appearance is awe inspiring. He has eyes like flames of fire, penetrating in judgment
(compare Revelation 1:14; 19:12). His feet are like burnished bronze, brilliant in
appearance. Bronze speaks of judgment, and the brilliance of this image is reminiscent of
the radiant glory of God. Jesus Christ is God. All the splendor and power of deity
belong to Him. He is the righteous, divine judge.
Jesus commends the expanding work and loving perseverance of His people (2:19).
In His commendation to the church at Thyatira, Jesus Christ pointed out several
notable characteristics. He took note of their works. The church was a hard working
church, committed to serving Christ. He saw this church as characterized by true love, a
love for Christ and a love for others. It was a caring fellowship. He noted this church’s
faith, its trust in Christ through difficult times. Christ also noted this church’s service.
The church at Thyatira had a servant mentality, being eager to help others—verse 20
describes the people of this church as Christ’s servants. Jesus commended the church for
its perseverance. It was a church that didn’t give up. Finally, Christ commended the
church at Thyatira for its progress in its service. Its works for Christ (mentioned here
twice as well as in verses 23 and 26) were growing in fullness. This church had not
become stagnant. It continued to expand its witness for Jesus Christ.
The Lord Jesus Christ challenges the church’s
tolerance of misleading people and immoral practices (2:20-25).
For all its love, faith, perseverance, and service the church at Thyatira had one
fault. It was too tolerant of false teaching and its consequent sinful practices. Probably
due to its caring nature, this church was reluctant to oppose those in the wrong.
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Christians must discern between right and wrong and reject those who promote error
(2:20).
Jesus identified the main antagonist in this church as the woman “Jezebel.”
Although some have identified Jezebel as a symbolic name for an ungodly sect in
Thyatira, it seems best to understand this name as referring to an actual woman in the
church at that time. Some have identified this woman as the pastor's wife (some Greek
manuscripts call her “your wife”), but such an association is a stretch at best! Jezebel
was probably a woman who, claiming to have the gift of prophecy, was in fact teaching
people contrary to God’s ways. She was leading Christ’s servants astray, enticing them
to participate in sexual immorality and idolatry—eating food offered to idols and
engaging in pagan sexual practices.
Because of her evil practices Jesus calls this woman “Jezebel,” comparing her to
the wicked wife of ancient Israel’s wicked King Ahab (1 Kings 16:29-33). She was the
motivating force behind Ahab’s idolatrous practices, bringing God’s disfavor on the
nation of Israel. The prophet Elijah predicted that Jezebel would die a horrible death (1
Kings 21:23-24), a prediction that was fulfilled in vivid detail (2 Kings 9:30-37). Jezebel
was instrumental in leading God’s people into worshiping Baal. For this reason her
wickedness became the illustration of the wickedness latent within the church at Thyatira.
No church can afford to tolerate sin. God calls for purity.
Those who refuse to repent of their immoral ways will suffer judgment as an example
to the churches (2:21-23).
In an extended way Jesus Christ warned the church at Thyatira about His coming
judgment on their Jezebel. He had given this false prophetess ample time to repent but
she refused. Christ would therefore throw this woman into a bed, presumably a bed of
sickness or judgment of some kind in contrast to her bed of adultery. Those who had
followed in her adultery through spiritual unfaithfulness and physical immorality would
also suffer greatly unless they repented. Christ would put to death “her children,” those
following her ways (literally “kill with death,” an intensive expression of judgment).
This judgment would serve as a testimony to all churches that Christ searches the minds
(literally “kidneys”) and hearts of His people—the seats of human intellect, emotion, and
will. Jesus knows our thoughts and motives. He will justly repay everyone’s works,
whether good or evil.
Christians must persevere in the truth even in the face of deception within the church
(2:24-25).
Although Jesus Christ is a stern judge, He also discerns between those who are
hypocrites and those who are His own. To those in Thyatira who had remained faithful
to Him, Christ commanded only that they hold on to what they already possessed until He
returns. Those who did not hold to the teachings of Jezebel were holding to the teachings
of Christ and should not lose their grip. Those who had resisted Jezebel’s teachings had
not entered into the “deep” things of Satan, probably a hint at the false teaching in the
church about secret knowledge. Such early Gnostic teachings stand in contrast to the
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deep things, the mature teachings of God and His Word (1 Corinthians 2:10). God’s
people must stand up for truth. Thankfully it’s possible to stand up against evil without
knowing or experiencing all its depraved ways (compare 1 Corinthians 14:20). Christ
didn’t add to the burden of His true followers at Thyatira. He simply told them to hold
fast to His ways. They were to keep working hard and growing in their spiritual
influence as they had been. Jesus Christ will eventually return and rescue His people
from this sin-filled world. We must stay faithful to the end.

The Lord Jesus Christ comforts the church
with the promise of eternal authority over the nations (2:26-29).
Jesus Christ gave comfort to the church at Thyatira by reminding the true
believers of their exalted position and future role in His eternal plan.
All true believers will share in Christ’s future rule over the nations (2:26-28).
True believers in Jesus Christ are those who overcome, those who are victorious.
All true believers remain faithful to the end, following the way of Jesus. Obedience isn’t
a condition of eternal life but an evidence of eternal life. Jesus’ true followers will
receive from Him authority over the unbelieving nations. Here Jesus quotes Psalm 2:9, a
psalm referring to the Messiah’s authority to rule the nations. HE will rule the nations,
using His people as the instruments of His authority. Christ received authority from the
Father, and believers will receive authority from Christ. The word translated “rule” in
verse 27 is the Greek term for “shepherd.” Christ’s rule is loving and gracious, yet firm.
Christ also promised the church at Thyatira that He would give His people the
“morning star.” Revelation 22:16 identifies the morning star as Jesus Christ Himself.
True believers will one day experience unending spiritual union with their Savior.
Christians must learn to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s message to the churches
(2:29).
Jesus concludes His message to the church at Thyatira with the call for all to hear
what the Holy Spirit says. God speaks to His people through His Spirit and His Word.
God searches for commitment in our lives, a commitment to both service and purity.
Like the Christians at Thyatira we must continually strengthen our commitment to Jesus
Christ.
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The Church at Sardis, a Sleeping Church—
Becoming Spiritually Alert in Christ
(Revelation 3:1-6)
The city of Sardis was home to the fifth church Jesus addressed in the book of
Revelation. Unfortunately this church didn’t have a track record of spiritual health. In
fact, the church at Sardis was spiritually dead—asleep at the wheel. Like the city itself,
the church of Sardis seems to have put up a good front with too much self-confidence and
too little substance. But there was still hope. Those who have drifted off from their wide
awake devotion to Jesus Christ must repent and wake up.
The Lord Jesus Christ challenges the church’s
lethargy by calling it to wake up and stay alert (3:1b-3).
Jesus Christ confronted the church at Sardis, foregoing the usual words of
commendation. Instead He warned that body of believers to wake up. Jesus calls His
church to serve, not to sleep.
Jesus addressed the ancient church at Sardis, a church that had little worth
commending (3:1a).
The city of Sardis had a long history. Its location along a major inland trade
route made it a strategic city for military purposes. The city itself was originally located
at the top of a high acropolis overlooking the river valley below. The steep, high cliffs
surrounding the city made Sardis practically impregnable, giving the city a false sense of
security as its history reveals. In spite of its military advantage, the city of Sardis was
captured twice. Because of its strategic location Sardis became the capital of ancient
Lydia. Its most famous king, Croesus, is known in history for his great wealth coupled
with his demise under the power of the Persians. The Persians, under King Cyrus, were
able to attack the unsuspecting city when one of the Persian soldiers observed a soldier
from Sardis descending a hidden path to retrieve his fallen helmet. The Persians used
that path to ascend into Sardis and defeat the city. Sardis continued to hold a place of
prominence in the region under the Persians until the conquest of Alexander the Great.
Later it found itself under the thumb of the Seleucid dynasty. Eventually one of the
Seleucid kings, Antiochus the Great, repeated Cyrus’ conquest when one of his soldiers
found a way up into the acropolis. Sardis failed to learn from its own history. The
city relied on its location for its defense and was caught off guard. Jesus Christ warned
the church at Sardis not to be caught sleeping but to be alert. During the period of
Roman dominance Sardis was heavily destroyed by an earthquake in A.D. 17. Although
the city survived, its better days were behind it. Sardis made a bid to build a temple in
honor of Emperor Tiberius in gratitude for his help in rebuilding Sardis, but that honor
went to Smyrna instead. Sardis had lost its earlier glory and prestige.
Sardis’ original opulence was the result of its mineral resources and its
geographical location. As a crossroads city, Sardis gained economic influence. In
addition, Sardis was located on the Pactolus River which was rich in gold. Croesus’
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wealth was legendary for this very reason. Coins were first minted in or near Sardis.
Sardis was also known for its great wool industry. Christ’s references to being dressed
in white, unsoiled clothes may reflect the wool trade in Sardis.
Sardis had both strong pagan and Jewish populations. In Roman times the city of
Sardis constructed an impressive temple to Cybele, later identified with the goddess
Artemis. Religiously, Sardis was much like many of the other Roman cities of the First
Century. The worship of the pagan gods involved immorality and drunkenness. In
addition to pagan worship, a sizeable Jewish presence was known even prior to the
Roman era. Archaeological evidence reveals the presence of an unusually large
synagogue in Sardis in the second century A.D.
The roots of Christianity in Sardis are unknown, although the church at Sardis
probably formed under the influence of Paul’s followers in Ephesus. The New Testament
doesn’t mention Sardis outside of the book of Revelation. The church in Sardis is
described as having a reputation for life while in reality being spiritually dead. Like the
city itself, overconfident in its wealth and strategic location while all too susceptible to
demise, the church at Sardis was poised for failure. “Wake up!” was the warning to this
church, and to all who lapse into spiritual lethargy today.
Jesus described Himself as holding the seven-fold Spirit and the seven stars (3:1b).
Jesus describes Himself to the church at Sardis as the one who holds the “seven
spirits of God” (compare 1:4; 5:6). This phrase seems to be a reference to the Holy
Spirit since it’s included within the reference to the triune godhead in Revelation 1:4-5.
However, the Holy Spirit is one person, not seven. The use of “seven” with the Holy
Spirit may describe His completeness. Isaiah 11:2-5 describes the Spirit in seven ways.
Therefore, “seven-fold” Spirit might be the best translation (compare Zechariah 4:1-10).
Jesus Christ is the one who holds, or directs, the Holy Spirit in His work in the church.
Jesus also tells the church at Sardis that He is the one who holds the “seven stars”
(compare 1:16, 20; 2:1). This is a reference to the seven messengers of the churches, and
consequently to the churches themselves. Not only does Christ direct the Holy Spirit’s
work in the church but He also directs each church. Every church member must carefully
wait on Christ to know His plan for the church.
Christians must not deceive themselves into thinking that their activities within the
church prove that they are spiritually alive (3:1c).
The church at Sardis is the first of the churches of Revelation for which, sadly,
Jesus Christ begins His address with no words of commendation. This church had lost its
zeal and effectiveness for Christ. Certain individuals in the church were still spiritually
alive and growing, but the church as a whole was dead.
Jesus Christ knows fully the deeds and attitudes of each local church. The church
at Sardis had a great reputation. It was, from all appearances, a model church. However,
Christ sees the heart. A great reputation without a genuine heart for Christ is sheer
hypocrisy. Although the church at Sardis had a name, or reputation, for being a vibrant
church Christ declared it to be spiritually dead.
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Christians must be alert to the danger of spiritual lethargy and shore up their faith
(3:2).
What must a dead church do to become alive again? Jesus Christ gives several
commands to correct the path of the church at Sardis. First He says, “Wake up!”
Christians in a dead church need to become fully aware of their condition. Activity does
not prove that a church is alive. Activity that replaces devotion is a mark of a dead
church.
Next Jesus Christ commands the church to strengthen what little life was left in
the church. There was still a spark of life among some of the believers, and that spark
needed to be fanned into flame again. The church had not fulfilled all that God had in
mind, so there was still a task to be done. How to strengthen that which remained is
answered in the next commands of Christ.
Christians must overcome spiritual lethargy by reflecting on the past and repenting
(3:3a).
The church at Sardis was to remember, or to call to mind, what it had previously
received and heard. Rekindling the flame often begins with a time of reflection on God’s
past work in our lives. The church at Sardis had received the truth of God and heard it
proclaimed. Now it needed to reflect on that truth again.
Christians must learn to live in light of Jesus’ imminent presence (3:3b).
After a time of reflection, there comes a time for action. To reflect on God’s truth
is a starting place. Obedience must follow. Jesus Christ challenged this sleeping church
to obey the truth it had already received, to “keep” what they had previously received and
heard. Furthermore, in order to make a complete change from near death to real
spiritual life, Christians must repent. Repentance, again, is a change of heart and mind
that produces a change of life. If the church at Sardis would not repent, Jesus would
come “like a thief”—unexpectedly, at an hour of which they were unaware. This
warning may refer to Jesus’ Second Coming, but more likely refers to a more immediate
manifestation of His judgment on this particular church. He would bring judgment on
this sleeping church if it didn’t wake up. The city of Sardis had fallen twice to attacking
armies due to a lack of preparedness. The church at Sardis would also fall if it didn’t
respond to Christ.

The Lord Jesus Christ commends those in the church who
maintain purity and passion in the midst of hypocrisy and lethargy (3:4).
Although there was little worth commending in the church at Sardis, Jesus did
recognize that some of its members had maintained their purity and their passion for
Him.
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Jesus recognizes those who remain faithful to His holy ways (3:4a).
Not everyone in the church at Sardis was asleep or spiritually dead. Jesus says
that a few “names,” a few individuals had not “defiled their clothes.” They had not
departed from their spiritual purity to be tainted by the sinful ways of the pagan
population around them.
Jesus promises to honor those who remain faithful to His holy ways (3:4b).
Jesus Christ considered these faithful Christians to be “worthy” to walk with Him,
dressed in white. Their worthiness was a result of the saving grace of Jesus Christ in
their lives. Their white garments speak of the purity they would carry as a mark
of God’s grace throughout eternity, their righteousness received through faith in Jesus
Christ (compare Revelation 7:9, 13; 19:8, 14).

The Lord Jesus Christ comforts the church with
the promise of eternal purity in the presence of God (3:5-6).
Although Jesus offered little by way of commendation to the sleeping church of
Sardis, He did offer reassurance of eternal life for those who were truly alive spiritually.
All true believers will be clothed in white and will be welcomed into the presence of
God (3:5).
Jesus promised all who truly trust Him—those who “overcome”—the privilege of
being dressed in white garments. Here again the idea of eternal purity and righteousness,
the complete absence of sin, is in mind. Jesus also promised to never blot out the names
of these believers from the book of life. This concept doesn’t imply that believers can
lose their salvation. Instead, the imagery Christ presents here is that everyone who has
ever lived, everyone for whom He died, has his or her name in the book of life. God’s
grace is such that He desires all to have eternal life. However, at the time of physical
death those who have not received Christ have their names blotted out of the book of life
(compare Psalm 69:28; Daniel 12:1; Philippians 4:3; Revelation 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15;
21:27). Only believers will take part in eternal life with God.
Furthermore, Jesus Christ promised that He will confess, or acknowledge, all true
believers before the Father and the angels in heaven. Christ is not ashamed of His
people. He gladly recognizes Christians as His friends. One day He will joyfully acknowledge us before God the Father and all the inhabitants of heaven.
Christians must learn to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s message to the churches
(3:6).
This letter to the church at Sardis concludes with the invitation for all believers in
every church to listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. Specifically, those who
have drifted off from their wide awake devotion to Jesus Christ must repent and wake up.
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The Church at Philadelphia, a Serving Church—
Pursuing your Calling in Christ
(Revelation 3:7-13)
The church in the ancient city of Philadelphia, the sixth church addressed by Jesus
Christ in the book of Revelation, had limited influence yet remained faithful in serving
the Lord. Christian service is a hallmark of the faith. Effective service is a response to
the ministry opportunities that Jesus alone can open for any individual believer or for a
church as a whole. In His first advent Jesus came to be a servant (Mark 10:45) and He
instructed His followers to become servants as well (John 13:14-16). As Jesus’ followers
we must pursue His calling to serve Him by serving others. This servant response to
Jesus was the legacy of the church at Philadelphia.
The Lord Jesus Christ commends the church’s
diligent service while recognizing its limited strength (3:7-8).
Like the church at Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11), the church at Philadelphia
received no rebuke from Jesus. These were churches that received only His
commendation and words of comfort. Specifically, Jesus commended the church at
Philadelphia for its faithful service.
Jesus addressed the ancient church at Philadelphia, a church that faithfully served
Him in spite of strong resistance (3:7a).
Philadelphia was a city located along a major trade route through the interior of
Asia Minor. The name of the city means “brotherly love,” an appropriate description of
the church in that city. In fact, the city received this name because one of its founders, a
man named Attalus, refused to curry the favor of the Romans who wanted him to
denounce his own brother Eumenes. Attalus demonstrated loving loyalty to his brother at
the risk of political suicide. The church at Philadelphia demonstrated brotherly love in
the way it remained faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ.
The city of Philadelphia was a gateway city. Because of the topography around
Philadelphia and because of its location along a major trade route the city stood as a
doorway through which travelers and traders had to pass. Consequently, Jesus
referred to open doors in addressing this church. Philadelphia’s location was so
significant that it became the city from which Greek culture spread and influenced
the region. So effective was this spread of Greek culture that by the First Century the
Lydian language, formerly used in that region, was no longer spoken there.
Trade was common in Philadelphia, and the region was also known for its
vineyards, grapes, and wine. However, Philadelphia lay on a major fault line and had
been destroyed by earthquakes on more than one occasion. Many of its residents actually
lived outside of the city in temporary housing in order to avoid the destruction that
came with these earthquakes. But the city was rebuilt and continued to be a thriving
center of commerce. In fact, it was at one point temporarily renamed New-Caesarea in
honor of Caesar Tiberius who funded a rebuilding of the city after an earthquake.
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Philadelphia was home to both a pagan culture and a Jewish presence in the first
century. As in many Roman cities, emperor worship would have been expected. In
addition, the pagan population doubtless worshipped other gods and goddesses of the
Roman pantheon. Because of the vineyards in the region, the worship of the god
Dionysus was common in Philadelphia. The Jewish population would have had a
significant influence in Philadelphia and became the primary source of persecution for
the church in that city.
Outside of the book of Revelation the city and church at Philadelphia are not
mentioned in the New Testament. The church at Philadelphia may have had its
beginnings as an outgrowth of Paul’s extended ministry in Ephesus.
Jesus described Himself as holy, true, holding the key of David, and opening and
closing doors (3:7b).
Jesus Christ described Himself to the church at Philadelphia in four ways. First,
He called Himself the “holy one,” a messianic claim. Jesus Christ is perfectly holy,
separate from sin. In His earthly life the Lord never sinned. He lived an impeccable life.
Jesus continues to be our example for holy living.
Second, Jesus Christ is the “true one.” He is characterized by truth. He is the
standard of objective truth, the one who sets the bar of right and wrong. To uphold sound
doctrine is to uphold the character of Christ. As the “true one,” Jesus is authentic, real,
genuine in every way.
Third, Jesus described Himself as authoritative. He is the one who holds the key
of David. The “key of David” is a symbol of authority over the messianic kingdom.
Finally, Jesus is the one who opens doors that no one can shut. He shuts doors
that no one can open. This word picture is reminiscent of Isaiah 22:22, where God
declares that His servant Eliakim would stand in an official place of authority.
Eliakim would control access to the royal palace. Likewise, Jesus Christ controls access
into His messianic kingdom, the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus Christ alone holds this
authority over eternal life. He also opens and closes doors of ministry opportunity.
Jesus knows the condition of His people and alone can open doors for churches (3:8a).
In regard to the track record of the church at Philadelphia, Jesus declared that He
has given that church an open door. Since Jesus has authority over access to the
Kingdom of Heaven, He also has authority over the affairs of life in this world. In
the context of the “works” of the Philadelphia church this open door could refer to
opportunities for service and outreach (compare 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 2:12;
Colossians 4:3). Christians should take advantage of open doors of opportunity when
they exist, recognizing these as coming from our Sovereign Lord. When doors close, we
should likewise accept these barriers as Christ’s guiding hand.
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Jesus commends faithfulness among His people even when they have little strength
(3:8b).
Jesus had given the church at Philadelphia an open door because it had
demonstrated a level of spiritual strength, it had obeyed Christ’s word, and it had not
denied Christ’s name. This church was well qualified for Christian service, and for this
reason Christ had provided the opportunity for service. The qualifications Christ looks
for in Christians who would serve, therefore, include being active, obedient, and faithful.
When Jesus says the church had a little strength He was not reprimanding the church but
commending the church. The church may have been small or weak, but it used what
strength it had to honor Christ. It worked within and possibly beyond its limitations. The
church had been obedient to the word of Christ and had not caved in to the pressure
of denying the name of Christ.
The Lord Jesus Christ further commends the church’s
faithfulness in following His example of patient endurance (3:9-11).
Where Jesus had words of challenge for most of the other churches He had for the
church at Philadelphia more words of commendation. This message included three
promises.
Jesus promises to make those who oppose the church recognize that His people have a
beloved relationship with Him (3:9).
The church at Philadelphia had endured its share of opposition. Jesus identified in
Philadelphia a “synagogue of Satan” (compare Revelation 2:9). Apparently there was an
influential Jewish population in Philadelphia that brought persecution on the church.
Although these antagonists were Jews by birth they were not Jews by faith, since a true
follower of Abraham is one who acknowledges that Jesus is the promised Messiah.
Therefore, Satan was the power behind their acts of persecution. These persecutors
would one day find themselves in the very humbling position of bowing at the feet of the
Christians and acknowledging Christ’s love for the ones they had persecuted. One day
every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord according to
Philippians 2:9-11. In that act of worship, those who never accepted Jesus Christ in
this life will recognize too late the person of Christ and the relationship of the church to
the Lord. They will realize that Jesus loves, deeply loves, His people. The church at
Philadelphia, like Christians today, could take comfort in the fact that Jesus loved them.
Jesus promises to protect His people from the coming period of intense trial that will
encompass the whole world (3:10).
Jesus also promised the church at Philadelphia that it would escape the “hour of
trial” that would come on the whole world—on everyone living on the earth.
This
church had patiently obeyed the word of Christ and would one day experience His
deliverance. Much of the rest of the book of Revelation deals with events in a yet future
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“hour of trial” that will come on the entire world. No other persecution has been
universal in scope, but in that future time of tribulation there will be worldwide trial.
However, the church will escape that time of trial. Jesus Christ will remove the church
from the earth before the tribulation begins. He will keep His people out of the “hour of
trial.” This hope for the future must have helped sustain the church at Philadelphia in its
own time of trial.
Jesus promises that His return is imminent and therefore reminds His people not to
give up (3:11).
The only command that Jesus Christ gave the church at Philadelphia was to hold
on to what it already had. No words of judgment were necessary. The church at
Philadelphia, though limited in many ways, was healthy and needed but to maintain its
spiritual health. In so doing it would be sure not to lose its reward—its crown—for
serving Christ. Jesus is coming “soon” or “quickly” (compare Revelation 1:1) and He
will reward His people.

The Lord Jesus Christ comforts the church with
the promise of eternal citizenship in heaven (3:12-13).
Thankfully, every church no matter how small or seemingly weak shares in the
promise of eternal blessing with God.
All true believers will have a permanent place and a renewed identity in the heavenly
Jerusalem (3:12).
The Lord concluded His message to the church at Philadelphia by pointing these
believers to their hope for the future. All true believers in Jesus Christ, the meaning
behind the idea of overcoming or being victorious, will be made “pillars” in the temple of
God, stable and permanent, never to be excluded from God’s presence. Unlike the city of
Philadelphia that was frequently shaken by earthquakes, the Christians in Philadelphia
would enjoy stability and strength for all eternity. There will be no need to flee God’s
presence like those fleeing the city during an earthquake. God’s people will be in God’s
presence, His temple, forever. Here “temple” seems to refer to God’s presence, since
there is no physical temple in the future heavenly city (Revelation 21:22). Furthermore,
believers will be identified with God, His city, and His Son throughout eternity—God’s
name, the name of the new city, and the name of Jesus. There was a practice of erecting
a pillar with a person’s name inscribed on it as a way of honoring those who were
outstanding citizens of a city. The Lord will honor His people, and they will be
outstanding citizens of the new heavenly Jerusalem for all eternity. Revelation 21:2 also
refers to the New Jerusalem that will descend from heaven, describing our heavenly
existence.
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Christians must learn to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s message to the churches
(3:13).
As with each message to each church, Jesus calls on individual Christians to hear
what the Holy Spirit is teaching in each of these messages. The message to the church at
Philadelphia includes the reminder that as Jesus’ followers we must pursue His calling to
serve Him by serving others.
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The Church at Laodicea, a Lukewarm Church—
Rekindling your Zeal for Christ
(Revelation 3:14-22)
The seventh church Jesus addressed in the book of Revelation called the city of
Laodicea its home. This church had a rich heritage but had lost its zeal. Jesus described
it as “lukewarm” in its commitment to Him. Like the church at Laodicea, we need to
rekindle our lost zeal for Jesus Christ. The church at Laodicea forever stands as a
reminder to Christians to be fervent in their faith.
The Lord Jesus Christ challenges the church’s spiritual
indifference by warning it about its repulsive condition (3:14-16).
After describing His divine authority Jesus moved directly to challenging the
church at Laodicea for its spiritual indifference and complacency. Like the church at
Sardis, the church at Laodicea received no word of commendation from the Lord. The
sin in this church far overshadowed any noteworthy achievements for the cause of Christ.
Jesus addressed the ancient church at Laodicea, a lukewarm church (3:14a).
The name Laodicea comes from two root words meaning “people judgment.” In
this message Jesus Christ pronounced warnings of judgment on His people for their
spiritual indifference. Laodicea was strategically located in Asia Minor where two river
valleys joined—the Lycus River and the Maeander River. Sister cities in the Lycus River
valley included Colosse and Hierapolis. Paul wrote a New Testament letter to the church
at Colosse in which he referred to believers living in Hierapolis and Laodicea (Colossians
2:1; 4:13, 15, 16). Due to its location along these river valleys, Laodicea influenced the
trade routes between eastern cities and Ephesus. Unfortunately, Laodicea had no
adequate supply of drinking water of its own and had to transport water via aqueduct
from the direction of Hierapolis six mile away. Hierapolis was noted for its hot springs,
but the water would have become tepid by the time it reached Laodicea.
Economically, the city of Laodicea was noted for its self-sufficiency. Because of
its location as a commercial crossroad Laodicea became a wealthy city with a strong
banking industry. When an earthquake destroyed much of the city early in the first
century, Laodicea actually refused the financial assistance of the Roman Empire and
used its own financial resources to rebuild the city. Laodicea also developed a trade in
high quality black wool from a strain of sheep bred in the region. Another source of
Laodicea’s wealth was its production of medical products, especially an eye salve made
from local minerals. This eye salve was connected with a school of medicine in
Laodicea. Because medicinal products were a part of the economic base at Laodicea, the
city had a temple to the god of healing, Asclepius, but even pagan religious fervor
seemed lacking in this self-sufficient city. Laodicea was a prosperous city but spiritually
indifferent.
Christianity made its way to the Lycus River valley and Laodicea in the second
half of the first century A.D., most likely as an outgrowth of Paul’s evangelistic efforts.
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Epaphras, a coworker of Paul from Colosse, may have been influential in establishing the
churches in that region (Colossians 1:7; 4:12). Although there is no record of Paul
having visited Laodicea, he certainly knew the people of that church. Some scholars
believe that the letter to the Laodiceans that Paul mentions in Colossians 4:15-16 may
have been a copy of the book of Ephesians.
Jesus described Himself as the authoritative witness and the architect of creation
(3:14b).
Jesus Christ identified Himself in three ways in this letter to the Laodiceans. First,
He called Himself the “Amen.” This term means acknowledgement and certainty of that
which is true. Jesus Christ is the truth, trustworthy in all He says. The Laodicean
Christians needed to return to their devotion to the truth in Jesus Christ. Second,
Jesus said that He is the faithful and true witness. His testimony concerning Himself
and concerning God is reliable and worthy of zealous commitment. Third, Jesus is the
ruler of all creation. Literally, He said that He is “the first of God’s creation.” The term
“first” doesn’t mean that Jesus is a created being but that He is preeminent above
creation, the architect of creation. The church at nearby Colosse faced false teaching in
regard to the person of Christ a generation earlier and Paul used similar language to
emphasize Christ’s preeminence as the divine Son of God (Colossians 1:15-17). Possibly
the church at Laodicea had likewise lost its appreciation for the headship of Christ over
creation and over the church.
Christians too easily lose their zeal for Christ, falling into spiritual indifference (3:15).
Few things are more deadly to the Christian walk than spiritual indifference.
The church at Laodicea had lost its zeal for Jesus Christ. It was, by Christ’s evaluation, a
“lukewarm” body of believers. Having examined this church’s works, Jesus said that
these people were neither cold nor hot. Christ uses these terms to describe various
degrees of spiritual fervor. A “cold” condition refers to obvious disregard for the
things of Christ (compare the related term in Matthew 24:12). A spiritually “hot”
individual is characterized by zeal for Christ (compare Acts 18:25 and Romans 12:11).
But to be “lukewarm” is deceptively hypocritical. Do these terms contrast unbelievers
and believers, or do all three terms apply to Christians with various levels of spiritual
enthusiasm? While it’s possible that the “cold” person is an unbeliever, the fact that
Jesus is addressing the church makes it likely that all three categories apply to Christians.
Those who are cold have lost their spiritual fervor. Those who are hot are active and
alive. However, those who claim to be hot for the Lord but have little heart for Christ’s
church, His people, or His work dampen the zeal of other believers and reinforce the
negative attitudes of unbelievers regarding the person of Jesus Christ. Those who are
spiritually cold can be won back to a zealous regard for Christ—their position is obvious.
But those who are lukewarm are, as it were, inoculated toward spiritual things. They
have a dose of Christianity but find it difficult to become seriously infected with spiritual
things! For this reason Jesus said that He preferred cold or hot over lukewarm faith.
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Spiritual indifference within the church is repulsive to Christ (3:16).
To such lukewarm Christians Christ gives the warning that judgment is coming.
They were neither hot nor cold. Therefore He would “violently vomit” them out of His
mouth! Lukewarm Christians nauseate the Lord. Jesus wants His followers to be
zealous, not listless. He demands devotion instead of indifference.
The Lord Jesus Christ challenges the church’s spiritual complacency
by inviting it to secure true spiritual wealth and health from Him (3:17-18).
Jesus had another charge to lay against the church at Laodicea. Not only was it
spiritually indifferent (lukewarm), it was also spiritually complacent. These Christians
were self-satisfied in their wealth and in their perceived self-sufficiency. The church had
embraced these very attitudes that permeated the rest of this pagan city.
Christians too easily mistake their self-sufficiency for spiritual prosperity when in fact
they are spiritually destitute (3:17).
The church at Laodicea had become complacent in regard to its faith. These
believers had deceived themselves into thinking that they were satisfied in their spiritual
lives. Apparently their economic wealth made them mistakenly think that they were
experiencing God’s blessing. They claimed that they needed nothing. But in reality
these lukewarm Christians were spiritually destitute. They were “wretched,” a term Paul
uses to describe a defeated Christian (Romans 7:24). They were “pitiful,” a characteristic
of those who have unfounded hope (compare 1 Corinthians 15:19). The Laodicean
Christians were also spiritually “poor, blind, and naked”—beggars who couldn’t see the
spiritual reality in which they lived and whose lives were shameful rather than honorable.
Such is the condition of all who place their confidence in earthly riches.
Jesus alone offers the remedy for spiritual complacency through His gifts of true
enrichment, righteousness, and enlightenment (3:18).
Jesus invites His people to exchange worldly wealth for true riches. Although the
Christians in Laodicea thought they were wealthy, their wealth was merely worldly
wealth. Christ “counseled” them—note this gentle nudge in place of what could have
been an authoritative command—to buy from Him spiritual “gold” purified with fire in
order to become truly rich. Jesus asked the Laodiceans to secure that which cannot be
purchased with money (compare Isaiah 55:1). He wanted them to be enriched with true
spiritual wealth, the blessings of God that are available through full dedication to Christ
(1 Peter 1:7). Christ also offered them white clothes (in contrast to the black wool
produced by that region) to cover their shame and spiritual nakedness. White clothes
refer to righteousness, in this case a righteous way of life that would reflect the
righteousness that they’d received through faith in Christ. Christ also encouraged the
Laodician Christians to apply spiritual salve to help them see life from a spiritual
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perspective, to experience true enlightenment. These Christians needed to exchange their
material self-sufficiency for sufficiency in Jesus Christ alone.

The Lord Jesus Christ reassures the church of
His love and His desire for intimate spiritual fellowship (3:19-20).
In spite of the fact that Jesus had no words of commendation for the church at
Laodicea, He did express His love for these Christians, a love that longs for renewed
fellowship.
Jesus disciplines those He loves in order to restore their spiritual zeal (3:19).
Christ affirmed His love for these indifferent, complacent believers. The word He
used for “love” is highly relational, a “brotherly love.” Christ loves even those who
aren’t passionately in love with Him. However, those Christ loves He rebukes and disciplines as children (Proverbs 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:5-6). The Laodicean Christians needed
to accept that discipline as an indication of Christ’s love and become zealous for Christ.
He wanted them to once again become “hot” instead of lukewarm. This return to their
original zeal would require a path of repentance.
Jesus knocks on the door of those He loves in order to engage with them in a deep and
lasting relationship (3:20).
Christ went on to invite the Laodicean Christians to open the door and enjoy rich
fellowship with Him. Verse 20 is well known as a verse of invitation from the Lord Jesus
Christ. It’s an invitation first for Christians to “open the door” and enjoy Christ’s
intimate fellowship. To open the door is a volitional act of welcoming Jesus into every
area of life. Jesus promises to enter into our lives fully when we make ourselves fully
available to Him. He also promises to share a meal with us, that is, engage in warm and
accepting fellowship. This verse can also apply to those who haven’t yet received Jesus
as their Savior. It paints a beautiful picture of Jesus’ welcoming invitation to
any who hear His voice to enter into a relationship with Him. Jesus Christ longs for us to
have an intimate relationship with Him, but we must respond to His invitation.

The Lord Jesus Christ comforts the church with
the promise of eternal exaltation with Him on His throne (3:21-22).
Even for a lukewarm church there’s hope. Jesus reminded the church at Laodicea
that He reserves a glorious, exalted position for all true believers.
All true believers will share with Jesus Christ in His millennial reign (3:21).
Those who “overcome” are all true believers because Christians are victorious
over sin through faith in Jesus Christ (1 John 5:5). To true Christians, Jesus Christ
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promises the right to sit with Him on His throne in just the same way that He, by
overcoming sin on the cross and overcoming death through His resurrection, sits with
God the Father on the Father’s throne. Revelation 22:1 indicates the God the Father and
God the Son share a single, eternal, heavenly throne. However, Christ will also have an
earthly throne from which He will rule over His millennial kingdom (Matthew 25:31).
From that throne believers will share in His reign (2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 20:6).
This will be a position of great honor, an exalted position with Jesus Christ. No longer
will Christians be downtrodden by the world. Instead, we’ll reign with Christ.
Christians must learn to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s message to the churches
(3:22).
As with each of the other churches Jesus addressed in Revelation 2-3, Jesus
concludes His message to the church at Laodicea with a warning for all Christians to
listen to the Holy Spirit in this message. What is the Spirit saying to the church today?
What is He saying to Christians today? We must be zealous—not indifferent,
complacent, or lukewarm—for Jesus. Like the church at Laodicea, we need to rekindle
our lost zeal for Jesus Christ.

47

The Throne Room in Heaven
(Revelation 4:1-11)
The scene shifts from earth in the first three chapters of Revelation to heaven in
chapter four. There’s also a shift in time from the present to the future. John had
faithfully recorded what he had seen of the glory of Jesus and the current condition of the
churches (compare Revelation 1:19). Now he would describe what would take place
later, events that were future to both him and to us today. This new phase of Jesus’
revelation to John would take place from the perspective of heaven, so Jesus first
unveiled the glory of heaven. Central to this heavenly vision was the throne room of
God. This vision of God on His royal throne helps us remember that the awesome
splendor of God’s sovereign rule elicits endless worship. Revelation 4:1-11 revolves
around three distinct aspect of God’s nature—His sovereignty, His power, and His
holiness.

Those who perceive the sovereignty of
God will be impressed with His glory (4:1-3).
God, the Creator of the universe, reigns as sovereign over His creation from His
glorious throne in heaven. The fact that God reigns over this world provides comfort in
times of trial and uncertainty.
God has revealed His plan for the future, speaking from His vantage point in heaven
(4:1).
Chapter four begins with the phrase “after these things.” After receiving from the
Lord Jesus Christ a special message for each of seven churches in the first century, John
would next receive a vision of heaven and the judgments that Jesus will pour out on an
unbelieving world. In this prophetic state John saw a door that had been opened into
heaven. He also heard a voice, the same voice that had spoken to him earlier, the voice
of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:10). This voice resonated like a trumpet and invited John to
go through the open door into heaven. “Come up here, and I will show you what must
take place after this.” The events of the future are certain, determined by God. They
“must” take place.
Although the book of Revelation doesn’t refer specifically to the future event
known as the rapture of the church at which time Christians will be caught up in the
clouds to meet Jesus in the air (John 14:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:17), Revelation 4:1 provides
a reasonable timeframe for this event. First, the rapture is an imminent event and
therefore the events predicted in the rest of the book of Revelation couldn’t precede the
rapture. Second, the church, mentioned so prevalently in Revelation 2-3, is absent in the
prophecy of God’s judgment that will be poured on the earth as described in Revelation
6-19. In addition, Revelation 3:10 hints at the deliverance of the church out of this world
prior to a future global period of trial (tribulation). Although Christians differ on the
sequence of end times events, a pre-Tribulation rapture of the church matches nicely with
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a literal interpretation of the Bible. Nevertheless, John’s being taken into heaven in his
vision was a unique experience, distinct from the rapture.
God is sovereign over His creation, ruling from His throne in heaven (4:2).
Having heard the trumpet-like voice of Jesus, John immediately found himself in
another prophetic state—“in the Spirit” (compare Revelation 1:10). In that prophetic
state John was also immediately transported to heaven where he saw a throne with
someone seated on the throne. The fact that the first thing John saw was a throne speaks
to the centrality of the fact of God’s sovereign rule. God is on His throne in heaven and
He rules the universe according to His sovereign will.
God is brilliant in His glory, appearing in His radiance from His throne in heaven
(4:3).
God is spirit (John 4:24). Therefore, any description of His appearance will serve
merely to impress our minds with His greatness. John described the one sitting on the
throne of heaven as having the likeness in appearance of a stone, that which is solid and
immovable. John further described this stone as possessing the characteristics of “jasper
and carnelian.” The precise identification of ancient names for gemstones isn’t certain.
However, “jasper” in Revelation 21:11 refers to a clear crystal gem probably comparable
to a diamond. The term translated “carnelian” seems to refer to a stone that’s red in
color. This description of God on His throne is designed to spotlight His radiance,
possibly His purity and His justice as a righteous judge. To add to the brilliance of God’s
glory there was a rainbow, green like an emerald in appearance, encircling the throne.
This vision must have been stunning. Words are inadequate to fully describe God in His
glory. The fact of God’s sovereign rule, however, finds amplification in the glory of His
appearance.

Those who perceive the presence of
God will be impressed with His power (4:4-8a).
In addition to the fact that God is sovereign, John’s vision also points out the fact
that God is present for His creation—He is surrounded by “elders” and “living beings.”
God’s presence, of course, is imbued with power.
Twenty-four elders surround the throne of God in heaven (4:4).
Around the throne of God were, in John’s vision, twenty-four other thrones.
Sitting on these thrones were twenty-four “elders.” These elders were clothed in white
and had golden crowns on their heads. The identity of these elders leads to some
speculation. The fact that they’re clothed in white may point to the white robes of
redeemed people (Revelation 19:8). Their golden crowns, specifically victors’ crowns,
may highlight the fact that these elders had become victorious over sin and death through
faith in Jesus Christ and had been rewarded by Him (compare 1 Corinthians 9:25; 2
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Timothy 4:8; James 1:12; 1 Peter 5:4; Revelation 2:10). Gold would symbolize the rich
spiritual value of these crowns. Furthermore, these elders were seated on thrones. Jesus
promised that His followers will rule with Him in a priestly way (Revelation 20:6). The
number “twenty-four” is reminiscent of the twenty-four priests who represented the entire
body of priests in a regular rotation of service at the Temple (1 Chronicles 24:1-19). The
twenty-four elders around the throne of heaven may be representative of the broader body
of believer-priests. Additionally, the fact that they are called “elders” points to the
likelihood that these are human representatives rather than angelic beings. While some
may see these twenty-four elders as representative of church saints alone, it’s likely that
they represent all of God’s redeemed people down through the ages.
Lightning and loud thunder emanate from the throne of God in heaven (4:5a).
The sense of the power of God’s presence in this heavenly scene is heightened by
the lightning, voices, and thunder that come from the throne. The voices may have been
non-verbal “rumblings” or verbal sounds of praise. When God appeared to Moses on
Mount Sinai His presence was likewise accompanied by thunder and lightning as well as
a loud trumpet blast (Exodus 19:16). These features contribute to the awareness of the
power of God’s personal presence.
Seven torches representing the multifaceted Spirit burn before the throne of God in
heaven (4:5b).
Next John described seven lamps, or more specifically torches, that were burning
in front of the throne of God. The image of the seven pronged lamp stand that provided
light for the Tabernacle comes to mind here (Exodus 25:31-40). However, in John’s
vision there wasn’t a single lamp stand but seven distinct lamps. John stated that these
seven torches are the seven Spirits of God, probably referring to the multifaceted work of
the one Holy Spirit of God (compare Revelation 1:4; 3:1). The Holy Spirit descended on
the believers at Pentecost in the form of fire, so this imagery is consistent in describing
the burning power of God the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:2-4).
A sea of glass stretches in front of the throne of God in heaven (4:6a).
The ancient Tabernacle, in addition to a seven pronged lamp stand, had a basin of
water for cleansing (Exodus 30:17-21). This earthly model seems to reflect the heavenly
reality. John saw in front of God’s throne in heaven what looked like a sea of glass as
clear as crystal. The clarity of this glassy sea may highlight the purity of God on His
throne and the necessity of purity for those who would approach His throne.
Four unusual living beings surround the throne of God in heaven (4:6b-8a).
Finally, John saw four living beings in the midst of the throne and surrounding the
throne. This description may reveal movement among these living beings. The
description of these living beings sets them apart from the twenty-four elders in that they
had eyes both in front and in back. Each had a distinct appearance—one was that of a
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lion, one that of an ox, one with the face of a man, and one like a flying eagle. These
appearances may reflect the nobility, strength, rationality, and speed of these living
beings. Each of these living beings also possessed six wings and even their wings were
full of eyes. Such a bizarre description would point to angelic beings similar to the fourfaced cherubim of Ezekiel 1:4-14 and the six-winged seraphim of Isaiah 6:1-4. Multiple
eyes would likely refer to incomparable intelligence. Wings would refer to speed of
motion as well as to reverence, since the seraphim in Isaiah used one pair of wings to
cover their faces and one pare to cover their feet in the presence of God. These unusual
angelic beings apparently have a special ministry as guardians of the throne of God.
Taken together, John’s vision of the throne of God with the twenty-four elders, the
lightning and thunder, the seven torches, the sea of glass, and the four living beings
speaks of God’s powerful presence.

Those who perceive the holiness of God
will be impressed with their need to worship Him (4:8b-11).
God is not only glorious and powerful, He’s also holy. Those gathered around the
throne of God in John’s vision acknowledged God’s holiness by falling down in worship.
The four living beings continually ascribe holiness to God (4:8b).
The four living beings around God’s throne never cease in their praise. They cry
out, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” The
repetition of God’s attribute of holiness is identical to that in Isaiah 6:3. There the
seraphim also declare, “The whole earth is full of his glory.” In Revelation 4:8 the living
beings emphasize the eternal nature of God as the one who existed in the past, who
continues to exist, and who will exist throughout the coming ages. By comparing
Revelation 1:4 it becomes clear that God the Father is the one seated on this glorious
throne in heaven. He is worthy of all angelic worship.
The twenty-four elders repeatedly engage in worshipping God (4:8b—11).
God the Father is also worthy of all human worship. John states that the four
living beings gave glory, honor, and thanks to God on the throne as the one who lives
forever and ever (compare Daniel 4:34; 12:7). This angelic praise prompts the twentyfour elders to break out in human worship. They fall before God on His throne and
worship in the same way, declaring that God is eternal—He lives forever and ever. In
addition, these elders eagerly throw their crowns in front of the throne in an act of
gratitude and worship. They then declare, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive
glory and honor and power,” words of worship that are nearly identical to those of the
four living beings. The elders base their worship on God’s work of creation. He created
all things. All things came into existence at His command. He created them according to
His will, His desire. All creation testifies to the power, glory, and worthiness of God.
Earth and heaven alike declare His praise. God is over all, the sovereign seated on the
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throne of heaven, worthy of all worship. The awesome splendor of God’s sovereign rule
elicits endless worship.
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The Lamb on the Throne
(Revelation 5:1-14)
The great throne room scene in heaven portrayed in Revelation 4 sets the stage for
the remarkable drama of Revelation 5. As angels and people alike surround the throne of
God offering their worship, God extends His hand and reveals a sealed scroll. In his
vision of heaven John sees the scroll and hears a voice enquire, “Who is worthy to break
the seals and open the scroll?” Soon it becomes apparent that no one is worthy except
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. The Lamb takes His position on the divine throne and the
drama unfolds as He receives the scroll and the hosts of heaven fall before Him in
worship. Jesus is both a lion and a lamb. He is the King and our Redeemer. He is the
Lamb who roared! Revelation 5 depicts the worthiness of Jesus Christ, the Lamb on the
throne. From this passage we discover that people and angels alike find it irresistible to
worship our worthy Lord, Jesus Christ. One day we’ll stand before the throne of God.
We’ll witness the splendor of heaven and sense the awesome majesty of Jesus Christ. At
that moment we’ll enter into a whole new appreciation of Jesus’ character and work. But
before that day arrives we can catch a glimpse of this regal scene by examining
Revelation 5. In this chapter John unfolds his vision by describing three movements in
the drama, three distinct observations that he “saw” and that help us to see the glory of
Jesus Christ.
“And I saw a scroll”—
When we see the throne room of God we will begin
to understand that there are mysteries Christ alone can comprehend,
that Christ alone is worthy to hold (5:1-5).
First, John saw a scroll in the hand of God, along with a mighty angel proclaiming
the powerful significance of this scroll. No one in heaven or on earth is worthy to open
this scroll except Jesus Christ.
The mysteries of God far surpass our limited minds (5:1).
John describes a scroll that God holds in His right hand, the place of God’s
authority. This scroll had writing on both sides, indicating the complete and
comprehensive nature of its contents. Furthermore, the scroll had seven wax seals that
preserved the authority of its contents. The only one who could legitimately break these
seals and open this scroll was one to whom its contents belonged. But what were the
contents of this scroll? Possibly it was a scroll filled with “words of lament and
mourning and woe” like the scroll described in Ezekiel 2:9-10. Or maybe the scroll
contained the official title deed to dominion over the earth, like the deed described in
Jeremiah 32:6-15. More likely it contained the judgments described in the remainder of
Revelation. Although we can’t declare with confidence the exact contents of this scroll
in heaven, we can be sure that it refers to authority over the world and the right to judge
sin, since each seal contains a specific judgment on the earth. The scroll does remind us
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that there are mysteries of God that far surpass our limited minds. God holds the future
in His hands, and we can trust Him to accomplish His perfect plan for His creation.
The mysteries of God far surpass our unworthy nature (5:2-4).
In his vision, John saw a mighty angel who called out in a loud voice asking who
was worthy to break the seals and open the scroll. Who had the character and authority
required by an all-powerful and holy God to receive this scroll from His hand? It quickly
became apparent that no one in all creation was worthy to open this scroll and examine its
contents. This fact caused John to weep. Sin has so corrupted the human heart that no
one deserves to enter into the mysteries of God. God far surpasses our unworthy nature.
He is greater in power, in glory, in every way. Like John we should grieve over our sins
and look again to God for His grace and mercy toward His creation.
The mysteries of God belong to Jesus Christ (5:5).
As John wept he heard one of the elders—most likely representing redeemed
people in this throne room scene—speak up and declare that there was indeed one person
who was worthy to receive the scroll. The mysteries of God the Father belong to this one
man, the God-man, Jesus Christ. The elder described Jesus as the “Lion” from the tribe
of Judah and the “Root” of King David. These terms referred to the messianic
expectations of the Jewish people. The Messiah would descend from the royal tribe of
Judah like a lion, great in power and regal majesty (see Genesis 49:9-10). The Messiah
would also be a descendant of David, but more than that, a root from which David’s line
would grow and prosper. Isaiah 11:10 describes the Messiah in this way. Jesus Christ,
the promised Messiah, was alone worthy to receive the scroll from God the Father. To
Him belong the mysteries of God.
“And I saw a Lamb”—
When we see the Lord Jesus Christ we will begin
to understand that Christ’s redeeming work should strike our hearts
with fear, our lips with praise (5:6-10).
The second movement of this heavenly drama involves John’s observation of the
Lion, who in reality looked like a little lamb. While Jesus is a Lion in regard to His
authority over creation, He is the sacrificial Lamb when it comes to accomplishing our
redemption.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who died for our sins (5:6).
The elder had told John to look and see the Lion who was worthy to receive the
scroll from the right hand of God the Father. As John turned he saw not a Lion but a
little Lamb. This Lamb, standing in the middle of the throne of God, appeared to have
been slain. It apparently still bore the marks of its sacrificial death. This Lamb,
surrounded by four unusual angelic beings and a group of elders, was none other than
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Jesus Christ. John described Him as having seven horns, symbols of power and
authority. The Lamb also possessed seven eyes, symbols of wisdom and knowledge.
These seven eyes were associated with the seven-fold, or perfect, Holy Spirit of God who
goes out into all the earth to testify to the saving work of the Lamb. Jesus Christ is a
Lion, holding regal authority. He is also a Lamb, offering salvation through His
sacrificial death on the cross. Our salvation depends on our relationship with the Lamb
of God. If we have placed our faith in Jesus Christ to deliver us from our sins we can
stand before God as forgiven and holy, made worthy because of the worthiness of our
Savior.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who redeemed people of every nation (5:7-9).
The Lamb took the scroll that God the Father offered Him, and then took His
position on the throne in full authority over creation. At this the heavenly witnesses fell
down in reverence and worship before the Lamb. With harps, or lyres, to accompany
their song and with incense, or prayers, to express their worship these witnesses “sang a
new song” of Jesus Christ’s redeeming love. They declared that the Lamb is worthy to
receive the scroll and open its seals, to activate its judgments. The Lamb is worthy
because of His work of redemption. With His blood the Lamb purchased humankind for
God. (Most Greek manuscripts say that the Lamb purchased “us” for God, indicating that
humans were among the witnesses in heaven singing the new song of redemption.)
People from every nation now have the opportunity to come to God through faith in Jesus
Christ. The Lamb has provided redemption for all—every tribe and tongue and people
group, and nation.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who elevates us to positions of undeserved honor (5:10).
The new song continues with the declaration that those who have received Jesus
Christ as their Savior have been elevated to positions of undeserved honor. The Lamb on
the throne has made us to be “a kingdom” and “priests” who serve our God and who will
reign on the earth. Because of our sin, we are unworthy to receive the scroll from the
hand of God. But because of Jesus’ death on the cross we are now declared worthy to
rule with Him. We belong to His eternal kingdom and we serve as priests who have
direct access to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. The Lamb on the throne has made it
possible for us to be relieved of our sins and to receive undeserved honor in the sight of
Almighty God.
“And I saw a multitude”—
When we see the throngs of heaven we will begin
to understand that there is no greater privilege than to worship Christ,
no greater fulfillment than to be in His presence (5:11-14).
As the third movement of the drama unfolds, John sees a multitude surrounding
the throne of heaven and offering worship to the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. From this
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movement we learn that there can be no greater privilege or satisfaction in life than to
offer heartfelt praise to our Lord.
One day we will join countless myriads in heaven in worshiping Christ (5:11).
John heard the voices of countless angels—myriads upon myriads, and thousands
upon thousands—along with the voices of the four unusual angelic beings and the
twenty-four elders as they surrounded the throne and worshiped the Lamb. This is the
reality of heaven, and one day we will join with the throngs of heaven to worship our
Savior and our God.
One day we will sing a new song in worshiping Christ (5:12-13).
The hosts of heaven sang a wonderful song of worship, a song that we will one
day sing to our Lord in heavenly glory. The words of this song as recorded by John offer
praise to Jesus Christ who is the worthy Lamb of God. “Worthy is the Lamb, who was
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and
praise!” This seven-fold declaration of Jesus’ righteous character reminds us that we’re
to worship Him in the fullness of His attributes. We’re to acknowledge that Jesus
possesses any power and wealth that we think we possess. He is the source of all wisdom
and strength. All honor and glory and praise belong to Him. This mighty chorus in
heaven was then joined by every voice in all creation—every being in heaven and on
earth and under the earth and on the sea. Every angelic being and every human being
will ultimately declare the greatness of Jesus Christ and God the Father. “To him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power for ever and
ever!”
One day we will fall down in reverence in worshiping Christ (5:14).
At this grand climax, John heard the four unusual angelic beings shout “Amen”
and he saw the twenty-four elders fall down before the throne and worship. What John
saw in his vision is the reality of heaven both now and in the future. One day we will fall
down in reverence in the presence of Jesus Christ and worship Him as He truly is, the
worthy Lamb of God.
It’s difficult—even impossible—for us to imagine what it will be like for us to
stand among that mighty chorus in heaven and declare the greatness of our Lord. We
will certainly begin to understand that there is no greater privilege than to worship Jesus
Christ. We’ll doubtless begin to grasp in at least a limited way the great blessing of being
in the presence of Almighty God. But in order to experience this joy and splendor
throughout eternity we must first come to Jesus Christ by faith. Here, now, we must
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord. Here, now, we must confess our sins to Him and
receive eternal life from His gracious hand. The Lamb on the Throne invites us to enter
into worship. He invites us to enter into life. Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!
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The First Four Seal Judgments—the Four Horsemen
(Revelation 6:1-8)
So far the book of Revelation has offered a number of interpretive challenges, but
the meaning of chapters 1-5 has been relatively straightforward. The visions of heaven
and the messages to the seven churches inspire Christian worship and faithfulness.
However, beginning with chapter 6 the interpretive challenges escalate. Like an ancient
mariner hugging the safety of the coastline but at last setting out into the open sea,
studying the book of Revelation begins with some simpler images but eventually turns to
what seems like uncharted waters. Thankfully, there are guiding lights along the way.
For example, in His Olivet Discourse Jesus predicted many of the same events that
surface in the predictive chapters of Revelation. In Matthew 24:4-8 Jesus warned about
future “birth pains,” events that would increase in intensity and frequency. These birth
pains include false messiahs, warfare, and famine, all of which will lead to death—the
same sequence that John reveals in the context of the four horsemen of Revelation 6:1-8.
These four horsemen constitute the first four of seven “seal” judgments that
emerge from the sealed scroll of Revelation 5. These seal judgments are followed by
seven trumpet judgments and then seven bowl judgments. The future definitely holds a
time of worldwide judgment, and that judgment will be fair and just because humankind
continues to resist its Creator and Redeemer. One challenge in this book is taking the
predictions about the future and applying them to Christian living today. At the outset,
however, we can safely conclude that Jesus looks at sin differently than we do and He
extends grace more readily than we deserve.

The first Seal Judgment—the Lord Jesus Christ will justly
judge the world by releasing political domination on the earth (6:1-2).
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, alone is worthy to receive from the hand of God
the Father the seven-sealed scroll of judgment (Revelation 5:1-5). Having received the
scroll, Jesus will open its seven seals and release seven judgments on the earth. While
some interpreters see these judgments as taking place in the past or as present realities the
tone of the book points to the future. These future judgments are unparalleled in history
and in present experience. The first four Seal Judgments take the form of four horsemen,
four distinct, global movements that will rain divine wrath on a rebellious world. The
first horseman personifies political domination likely resident within a particular world
ruler often referred to as the Antichrist.
The Lamb, Jesus Christ, broke open the first seal (6:1).
The scene in John’s vision of God’s throne room was filled with tension as Jesus
Christ, the Lamb who is Lord, broke open the first seal of the book of judgment. As He
did so John heard one of the four living beings surrounding the throne of God say in a
voice like thunder, “Come!” This exhortation may have been directed to the first
horseman to come forth and begin his destructive work. However, many ancient
manuscripts record this exhortation as “Come and see!” Therefore, it seems likely that
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the living being was inviting John to step forward and observe what was about to emerge
from the scroll. As Christians we are all encouraged to pay attention to the truth of divine
judgment as revealed in this book (Revelation 1:3).
A white horse emerged carrying a rider personifying political domination (6:2).
What John saw next was a white horse leaping from the scroll. White usually
refers to purity or righteousness, but this horse and its rider seem to be counterfeits to true
holiness. Granted, some interpret the rider on this first horse as Jesus Himself and the
advance of the gospel in the world. But the other horsemen clearly portray judgment, so
consistency would demand that this first horse and rider likewise predict judgment. The
one sitting on the white horse had a bow in his hand and a victor’s crown on his head.
These images speak of conquest, forced domination. The crown “was given” to the rider
possibly by the people of the earth in their submission to the rider’s rapacious conquest,
but more likely by the Lord in His capacity as sovereign over the earth (compare verses 4
and 8). The rider on the white horse is a warrior. He will go out into the world
“conquering in order that he might conquer,” that is, conquering through a series of
battles that will bring about complete domination. While this rider is a personification of
political domination, that domination will come by way of a specific individual. Jesus
warned about the coming of many false messiahs (Matthew 24:4-5) and Daniel warned
about a future ruler whom we often refer to as the Antichrist (Daniel 9:26). By means of
this first seal judgment Jesus will justly release on this rebellious world a series of
conflicts that will result in political domination under a tyrannical, godless leader who at
first will appear to be a savior.

The second Seal Judgment—the Lord Jesus Christ will justly
judge the world by releasing global warfare on the earth (6:3-4).
Of course, political domination will require global warfare. The second horseman
personifies warfare to the extreme. Jesus predicted the increasing frequency and intensity
of warfare prior to His return (Matthew 24:6). The world will certainly witness
unparalleled warfare as the end approaches.
The Lamb, Jesus Christ, broke open the second seal (6:3).
John saw the Lamb, Jesus Christ, break open the second seal and he again heard
one of the four living beings say “Come and see!” Judgment on the earth was just
beginning.
A fiery red horse emerged carrying a rider personifying global warfare (6:4).
A second horse leaped from the scroll, a fiery red horse. Red, the color of fire and
blood, often refers to deadly judgment. This horseman was given, apparently by God’s
sovereign power, the ability to take peace from the earth. The first horseman will
establish an enforced peace (compare 1 Thessalonians 5:3), probably involving a treaty in
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the Middle East (compare Daniel 9:27). However, whatever enforced peace will be put
in place will quickly be challenged through extended warfare. The second horseman
personifies warfare. He possesses a “great sword” and will incite people to engage in
slaughter. Lasting peace apart from Jesus Christ is an elusive chimera. Peace with God
and peace with others is possible only through faith in Jesus Christ.

The third Seal Judgment—the Lord Jesus Christ will justly
judge the world by releasing severe famine on the earth (6:5-6).
Political domination and global warfare will be followed by a severe and
devastating famine as the future unfolds. In Matthew 24:8 Jesus predicted that famines
would precede His return. This third seal judgment released by Jesus Christ will shake
the world, but regrettably the world won’t turn to Jesus for forgiveness and deliverance.
The Lamb, Jesus Christ, broke open the third seal (6:5a).
For the third time Jesus, the Lamb, broke open one of the seals on the scroll of
judgment. Again one of the living beings cried out, “Come and see!”
A black horse emerged carrying a rider personifying severe famine (6:5b-6).
John saw a black horse emerge from the scroll. Black often symbolizes sorrow.
Here the rider on the black horse would bring great sorrow on the earth through famine.
John saw in the hand of the rider on the black horse a set of scales. These scales would
be necessary for carefully rationing the meager resources during the course of a future
famine. As John looked at this image he heard a voice coming from the middle of the
four living beings. This voice could be that of God the Father or of the Lamb, since both
were positioned on the throne surrounded by these unusual angelic creatures. However,
since John doesn’t identify the voice as that of deity it’s best to understand this as a
mysterious voice from an unidentified source.
The voice added clarity to the image by declaring, “A measure of wheat for a
denarius and three measures of barley for a denarius.” A “measure” was equivalent to
about one quart or one liter. A “denarius” was the standard pay for a soldier or common
worker for one day’s work. Wheat is a more nutritious grain than barley, so although the
ration of barley would be more filling it would not necessarily be more nutritious. Either
amount would constitute roughly one day’s needs for one person. In other words, when
this future famine occurs it will take a whole day’s pay to feed one person for one day.
Families will suffer greatly as they try to share such limited resources. In that day hunger
will prevail.
The mysterious voice from the middle of the four living beings also added, “Do
not harm the oil and the wine.” Many commentators take this to mean that such luxury
items as olive oil and wine will still be available to the wealthy, indicating that the future
famine will have its greatest impact on the poor. It’s equally possible that this statement
simply emphasizes the severity of the famine without contrast to the rationing of wheat
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and barley—even the olive oil and wine must be treated with great care. Either way, this
famine will be severe and many people will suffer greatly.

The fourth Seal Judgment—the Lord Jesus Christ will justly
judge the world by releasing massive death on the earth (6:7-8).
Political domination, global warfare, and severe famine will result in a massive
death toll. The fourth Seal Judgment unleashes death in an unprecedented way.
The Lamb, Jesus Christ, broke open the fourth seal (6:7).
Once again the Lamb, Jesus Christ, breaks open a seal on the scroll of judgment.
The fourth living being again invites John to “Come and see!” With so much judgment
already revealed in the first four Seal Judgments we can’t help but wonder whether or not
John shuddered to see yet more pain and suffering. But the end was just beginning!
A deathly pale horse emerged carrying a rider personifying massive death (6:8).
The fourth horse that leaped from the scroll was a “pale” horse, literally
yellowish-green, the color of a decaying corpse. The rider on this deathly pale horse is
named “Death.” Unlike the other three horsemen, this one has a companion. Following
along with Death is Hades. Hades refers literally to the unseen world and refers
specifically to the dire destiny of those who die without receiving the redemptive grace of
Jesus Christ. The Lord in His sovereignty authorizes Death and Hades to kill one-fourth
of the earth’s population. In other words, billions of people will die. Death will come by
way of the sword (global warfare) and famine as already revealed in these first four Seal
Judgments. In addition there will be death by means of death itself, probably referring to
disease and plagues. Finally, wild beasts will take the lives of many. Even animals will
be affected by the famine and will turn on human beings. Similarly, Ezekiel 14:21 names
four deadly judgments that occurred in Israel’s past—sword, famine, wild beasts, and
plague. These same judgments will fall on the earth in the future but with much greater
scope and devastation.
The earth will reel from the first four Seal Judgments, the four horsemen of the
apocalypse. Yet these judgments, and the many more judgments to follow, are the just
judgments of a holy God on a rebellious world. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ will
eventually unseat all human resistance to His righteous rule, but first judgment will
prepare the way. When we read about these horrible judgments that must necessarily fall
on the earth we’re reminded that Jesus looks at sin differently than we do and He extends
grace more readily than we deserve.
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The Fifth and Sixth Seal Judgments—
Martyrdom and Cataclysm
(Revelation 6:9-17)
Through a series of twenty-one future, sequential judgments—seven Seal
Judgments, seven Trumpet Judgments, and seven Bowl Judgments—the book of
Revelation describes the just release of the wrath of Jesus Christ on a stubbornly
rebellious world. The first four Seal Judgments, also known as the four horsemen of the
apocalypse, will unleash political domination, global warfare, severe famine, and
widespread death on the earth. The fifth and sixth Seal Judgments highlight two different
groups of people. The first group consists of those who become followers of the Lamb
and consequently die as martyrs. The second group consists of those who persistently
reject the Lamb and try to hide from His wrath. These two judgments remind us that it’s
better to suffer as a believer than to face God’s wrath as an unbeliever.

The fifth Seal Judgment—in light of global spiritual conflict,
persecution will intensify, prompting martyrs to call out for divine justice (6:9-11).
The fifth Seal Judgment is really an indictment on the earth for its mistreatment of
God’s people. It reveals the fact that many will die as martyrs in the days leading up to
Jesus Christ’s return.
When the Lamb opened the fifth seal John saw the souls of martyrs beneath the altar
(6:9).
Unlike the emergence of horses and their riders seen in the first four Seal
Judgments, the fifth Seal Judgment drew John’s attention to the condition of a gathering
of martyrs in heaven. The Lamb, Jesus Christ, broke open the fifth seal of the scroll of
judgment. At that moment John saw “the souls of those who had been slain” for their
faith. These souls were located “underneath the altar.” This altar in heaven may reflect
the altar of sacrifice, since the blood of sacrificial animals in ancient times was poured
out at the base of that altar (Exodus 29:12; Leviticus 4:7). However, the death of God’s
people in no way contributes to the sacrifice for sin since Jesus’ sacrifice is totally
sufficient. Furthermore, there would be no need for a sacrificial altar in heaven.
Therefore, the altar associated with the fifth Seal Judgment is more likely the altar of
incense. This altar is specified in Revelation 8:3-5 and 9:13, and incense is associated
with prayer in Revelation 5:8. Since the souls beneath the altar are observed praying for
justice, it makes sense to take this altar as the golden altar of incense.
John refers to these martyrs as “souls.” The soul simply refers to the immaterial
human element, implying that these martyrs had not yet been resurrected in their physical
form. The resurrection of Tribulation saints awaits the return of Jesus Christ. These
souls had been slain for the sake of the Word of God and the witness of Jesus Christ
which they had received. In other words, as the judgments unfolded on earth these
individuals had put their faith in Jesus Christ, stood up for God’s truth, and proclaimed
the saving grace of the Lord. For their faith and faithfulness they were put to death by a
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rebellious, fallen world. Their souls longed for justice, for God’s ways to prevail on
earth.
The martyrs in heaven cried out to God for justice on the earth (6:10).
The prayers of the martyrs beneath the altar in heaven are described as cries for
help. These souls cried out with a loud voice, apparently a unified petition. They cried
out to the “Master” who is “holy and true.” This word for “master” can designate either
the Father (Luke 2:29; Acts 4:24) or the Son (2 Peter 2:1; Jude 4). However, since the
additional descriptions of the Master as “holy and true” were used of Jesus Christ in
Revelation 3:7, it seems that here the martyrs are crying out to the Lamb. The Lord Jesus
Christ is the holy Lamb of God, the personification of truth (John 14:6). The souls under
the altar ask how long until the Lamb will judge the ones living on the earth, avenging
their shed blood. It’s apparent to these martyrs that those living on the earth in that future
day are adamant in their opposition to God, a reality that’s revealed in the sixth Seal
Judgment. Therefore, rather than praying for their salvation the martyrs in heaven
appropriately call for their judgment. They rightly long for divine justice, justice that
likewise honors God.
The martyrs were given white robes and instructed to rest until the full number of
martyrs joined them (6:11).
In response to their prayers each of the martyrs under the altar received,
apparently from the Master whom they’d addressed, a white robe. These white robes
symbolize righteousness (Revelation 19:8) and will serve to reassure these martyrs of
their righteous standing in God’s sight. The fact that “souls” received robes to wear may
hint at the idea that between death and resurrection there is some form of a physical
existence that anticipates the resurrection body. In addition to receiving white robes the
martyrs under the altar received a word of encouragement, again presumably from the
Master to whom they’d prayed. The Master told these martyrs to rest for a short time.
The end was approaching. Justice would be served. But before that time would come
there were still others who would die as martyrs. These martyrs are “fellow servants”
and “brothers” to the souls under the altar. They would be killed for the same reasons as
the souls under the altar. In this way the number of martyrs would be “filled.” It seems
that in God’s sovereign plan a certain number of people will die for their faith in the
Lamb, Jesus Christ. Persecution will be severe in the future, but it will have its limits.
Even persecution today has its limits. Those who suffer as Christians today—and there
are many—can take comfort in knowing that the Lord Jesus Christ acknowledges them as
righteous and will one day bring justice on the earth.
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The sixth Seal Judgment—in spite of cataclysmic warnings, people will
refuse to repent, attempting to hide rather than surrender to the Lamb (6:12-17).
In contrast to the gathering of martyrs in heaven stands the rebellious on earth.
These unbelievers refuse to repent in the face of divine judgment, the subject of the sixth
Seal Judgment.
When the Lamb opened the sixth seal John saw a series of cataclysmic events take
place on earth and in the heavens (6:12-14).
John observed as the Lamb, Jesus Christ, broke open the sixth seal on the scroll of
judgment. This seal unleashed a series of cataclysmic events. First among these
cataclysmic events came a great earthquake. Jesus predicted earthquakes as precursors to
His return (Matthew 24:7). The unsettling of the ground should unsettle the minds and
hearts of those on earth, but their stubborn refusal to repent soon becomes obvious. In
addition to this seismic activity on earth there will be visual signs in the heavens. The
sun will become black “like sackcloth made of goat hair,” probably referring to a solar
eclipse but possibly to something more ominous and lasting. In a similar way the “whole
moon” will become like blood, taking on a reddish hue. Joel 2:30-31 describes these
same signs that will precede the Day of the Lord. Coupled with the changes in
appearance of the sun and moon will be a great meteor shower. The “stars,” a word that
can describe any celestial body including meteors, will fall to the earth “like a fig tree
throwing its late figs when shaken by a great wind.” This comparison may hint at the
lateness of time for those still living on the earth. At this point heaven, that is the sky,
will “separate” or “split open” like a scroll being rolled up (compare Isaiah 34:4).
Apparently the signs in the atmospheric heaven will include unusual storm patterns,
possibly massive hurricanes and deadly tornadoes. Simultaneously the mountains and the
islands around the globe will be moved out of their places. All of heaven and earth will
be shaken by the wrath of the Lamb. These signs will serve as a warning to those living
on the earth that the end is approaching and that they should humbly repent before God.
In response to these cataclysmic events people great and small tried to hide from God
the Father and the wrath of the Lamb (6:15-17).
When the cataclysmic signs of the sixth Seal Judgment strike the earth its
inhabitants will recognize these as the wrath of the Lamb. However, instead of repenting
the people on earth will try to hide. All people great and small will respond in the same
rebellious way. These hardened rebels will include kings, great world leaders, military
commanders, the wealthy, the strong, slaves, and free people everywhere. Rebellion
against the Creator knows no political, economic, or social barriers. All will resist the
way in which the Lamb wrestles the control of the world away from evil. Rather than
repent, the people on earth will hide in caves and rocky mountain outcrops. They’ll
invite the mountains and rocks to fall on them—not to kill them but to hide them from the
face of the Father who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, Jesus Christ.
Interestingly, these rebellious people will recognize the authority of God who sits on the
throne. They will likewise acknowledge that the signs point to the great day of wrath
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associated with both the Father and the Lamb and admit that they cannot stand against
these divine actions.
However, to admit such things falls far short of repentance. The human heart
naturally resists the authority of God. It rejects the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. It tries
to hide from such spiritual realities rather than humbly submit to the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world. Scripture reminds us that the heart is hardened
(Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 2:5) and the mind is spiritually blinded (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).
Yet the enemy is defeated (Colossians 1:12-14; 2:13-15), the Spirit is working (John
16:8-11; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 12:3), and the gospel is powerful (Acts 26:16-18; Romans
1:16). As the fifth and sixth Seal Judgments reveal, it’s better to suffer as a believer than
to face God’s wrath as an unbeliever.
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The Sealing of the 144,000 Jews
(Revelation 7:1-8)
The future, as revealed by God in the book of Revelation, will include an intense
period of time in which the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, releases His just judgment on this
world. These judgments unfold sequentially throughout Revelation, but there are pauses
along the way to interject additional truths about the future. These interludes describe
events that run throughout a portion of the series of judgments or throughout the entire
period of judgment on the earth. Revelation 7:1-8 presents the first of these interludes. It
reveals that during the time of intense divine judgment on the earth God will still protect
His chosen people, the Jews. In fact, God will raise up 144,000 Jews who will have a
global influence for the gospel of Jesus Christ. This interlude reminds us that God
protects His people as He fulfills His purpose for this world.

We can count on God to
preserve and protect His servants (7:1-3).
In the midst of future judgment God will preserve and protect His chosen
servants. Since God will do this in the future, we can trust Him to preserve and protect
His people today.
Four angels stood at the four corners of the earth restraining the four winds (7:1).
Having observed the first six seal judgments John, the author of Revelation, saw
something new. The phrase “after this” may refer to the future sequence of events—the
sealing of God’s servants will take place after the sixth seal judgment. However, the
phrase may simply refer to the sequence in which John received these revelations and the
sealing of God’s servants may have taken place prior to the release of the seal judgments.
In either case, God will preserve a select group of His people in that future day.
John saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth holding the four
winds of the earth. Rather than forcing this verse to fit a theory of a flat earth the four
corners of the earth readily refer to the four compass points. To talk about the four winds
of the earth, therefore, is to describe destructive natural forces that emanate from every
direction wielding universal impact (compare Jeremiah 49:36; Daniel 7:2; Mark 13:27).
Four powerful angels restrain these destructive natural forces, preventing the winds from
blowing on the earth, the sea, and the trees, each of which would suffer devastation by
such hurricane force winds. In fact, the first two trumpet judgments will include
extensive destruction of these same three targets—the earth, the trees, and the sea
(Revelation 8:7-9). But prior to these destructive judgments God will seal a select group
of His servants.
Another angel from the east and bearing the seal of God came on the scene (7:2a).
While the four angels held back the four winds, John saw another angel coming
up from the east, from “the rising of the sun.” This eastward orientation may imply a
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new hope just as the rising of the sun offers a new day. This fifth angel did indeed
possess a hopeful sign, the seal of the living God. The fact that God is described as living
speaks of His power to give, sustain, and preserve life. The seal was in ancient times the
mark of authority, identity, preservation, and protection. The scroll of judgment had
seven seals that could be opened only by the One who possessed the proper authority, the
Lamb of God (Revelation 5:5-6). The fifth angel possessed diving authority to place a
seal on the people of God, to identify them as God’s own specially chosen people.
The fifth angel instructed the other four angels not release their destructive forces until
the servants of God received a seal on their foreheads (7:2b-3).
The fifth angel cried out with a loud voice to the four angels who held back the
four winds. These four angels had been given the task of inflicting great damage to the
earth and the sea. But first they were ordered not to hurt the earth, the sea, and the trees
until the fifth angel could complete his own designated task of sealing God’s servants.
The fifth angel used the plural pronoun “we” to describe his task, possibly including the
first four angels or possibly referring to others who would assist in this work. This angel
was to seal the servants of God on their foreheads. Ezekiel 9:4 describes that prophet’s
vision of placing a mark on the foreheads of God’s faithful people in the face of
impending judgment. In a similar way God’s faithful people during the time of future
intensive judgment on the earth will receive a seal on their foreheads. This seal may be
merely a spiritual mark of divine ownership but may in fact be a physical, visible mark
for others to see.
Today God’s people possess a spiritual mark, a seal—the indwelling Holy Spirit.
Second Corinthians 1:21-22 describes this seal as a mark of divine ownership and a
deposit that guarantees our future security. Ephesians 1:13-14 states that this seal of
ownership and promise, the Holy Spirit, was granted to us at the moment of salvation.
Ephesians 4:30 likewise indicates that this seal, the Holy Spirit, preserves us until that
future day of redemption. The servants of God who will receive the seal of God in the
future period of judgment will likely enjoy the same presence and power of the Holy
Spirit in their lives. God will preserve and protect them during that time of judgment.

We can count on God to fulfill His
purpose and plan for His chosen people (7:4-8).
Up to this point in this interlude John has described those who will be sealed
simply as “servants” or “bond slaves.” Now we learn that these future, sealed servants of
God will in fact be Jewish believers, representatives from each of the twelve tribes of
Israel.
Those who received a seal on their foreheads totaled 144,000 servants from all the
tribes of Israel (7:4).
“Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000.” Those who will
receive the special seal of God’ authority and protection in that future period of judgment
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will be a limited number of Jewish believers, 144,000 to be precise. The number 144,000
raises interpretive questions. Is this number symbolic or an actual number of sealed
servants of God? Actually, there’s no reason that it can’t be both. It’s best to interpret
the Bible literally unless there’s an indication in the text to move into a figurative
interpretation. Here the number 144,000 can easily be taken literally, especially given the
fact that the number is broken down into twelve units of 12,000 in the following verses.
Nevertheless, the number 144,000 carries symbolic significance.
This number
incorporates the twelve tribes of Israel, the number twelve sometimes being identified as
a symbol for fullness or completion (compare the twelve disciples of Jesus). These
twelve tribes each have twelve thousand representatives, completion intensified by the
number 1,000. However, there is no reason to doubt that this number is real. There will
be 144,000 specially sealed servants of God in that future day of judgment, just the right
number to accomplish God’s purpose. Apparently these special servants will survive the
period of judgment, fulfilling a special mission for God. Revelation 14:1-5 describes
these 144,000 servants as having a special relationship to the Lamb as well as a special
sense of calling to His work. We might rightly conceive of these 144,000 Jewish
believers as Spirit-empowered missionaries who stand out with the gospel message in the
midst of that future, severe season of tribulation on the earth. One can only imagine the
spiritual impact of such an army of passionate missionaries!
The 144,000 sealed servants consisted of 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel
(7:5-8).
The 144,000 sealed servants of God will come from “all the tribes of
Israel” (verse 4). Verses 5-8 specify the twelve tribes. Because of this specificity it
makes sense to identify these sealed servants as ethnic Jews rather than spiritualizing the
text to refer to the church. It’s worth noting that this list of the twelve tribes of Israel
includes the tribe of Levi which was often omitted in the Old Testament lists because it
was the priestly tribe and received no land inheritance. Their task in the future won’t be
limited by geographic space, so it makes sense to include them in this list. Also
noteworthy is the fact that Joseph is included as a tribe instead of his son Ephraim, but
since Joseph’s other son Manasseh is included it seems that mentioning Joseph takes
Ephraim into account. The one tribe of Israel that’s truly omitted is Dan, probably
because that tribe was the first to pursue idolatry. There will certainly be members of the
tribe of Dan among the redeemed Jewish people in the future but none will be included
among the specially sealed servants of God, the 144,000 Jews.
Since ancient times God has had a plan for the Jews, His chosen people. Genesis
12:1-3 records God’s unconditional promise to Abraham to bless all people on earth
through him and his descendants. Romans 11:26 looks ahead to a day in which “all Israel
will be saved.” God has not abandoned His chosen people and will, in fact, draw many to
faith in His Son, Jesus Christ in a wave of revival. The 144,000 sealed servants will
doubtless be instrumental in leading many other Jews as well as Gentiles to faith in Jesus.
God keeps His promises and He fulfills His purposes. He will do so in the future, and He
is doing so now within the church. This passage reminds us that God protects His people
as He fulfills His purpose for this world.
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The Salvation of the Great Multitude
(Revelation 7:9-17)
In the flow of the book of Revelation two interludes interrupt the series of seven
seal judgments. The first interlude describes the sealing, or protection, of 144,000 Jewish
believers who will proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the entire period of
judgment on the earth (Revelation 7:1-8). The second interlude, closely associated with
the first, describes the salvation of a great multitude of people (Revelation 7:9-17). The
proximity of these two interludes hints at a cause and effect relationship. Because many
Jews will put their faith in Jesus and become outspoken messengers of the gospel,
countless others—both Jews and Gentiles—will come to faith. However, becoming a
believer in Jesus Christ in that future, intense time of judgment will carry a severe
penalty. Many will die as martyrs, only to stand in the presence of God in heaven where
they will render Him worship and receive from their Lord eternal peace and comfort.
This second interlude provides a graphic reminder that even today we can worship God
wholeheartedly and take comfort in His abiding presence. The facts of the future teach us
to worship God and rest in His presence today and every day.

The future holds ceaseless opportunity for
praise and worship around the throne of God (7:9-12).
Worship is the highest calling and the greatest privilege of every created being.
God deserves our worship. Those believers who die during the future period of intense
judgment on the earth will stand before God in heaven where they’ll worship Him for His
saving work through Jesus Christ. We too will worship God throughout eternity and
therefore should engage in worship here and now, day in and day out.
A great multitude from every nation will celebrate their spiritual triumph before the
throne and before the Lamb in heaven (7:9).
In the sequence of revelations John next saw a great multitude beyond number.
This multitude included people “from every nation, tribe, people, and language.” Earlier
in the book we read that Jesus, the Lamb, purchased by His blood this same range of
people, people from all backgrounds and races (Revelation 5:9). The global reach of the
gospel will have a global impact on people’s hearts, especially during that future time of
intense, divine judgment. While many will try to hide from God (Revelation 6:15-17),
many will turn to God for salvation. The influence of the 144,000 Jewish believers will
likely play a significant role in this return to God. John saw this great multitude standing
before the throne of God and of the Lamb, clearly referring to the scene portrayed in
Revelation 4-5. This vast multitude of people were clothed in white robes and held palm
branches in their hands. The white robes indicate that they had been redeemed, made
righteous through faith in Jesus Christ (compare Revelation 19:8). The palm branches,
reminiscent of the celebrative praise at the time of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (John 12:13),
highlight the joyful exuberance of this future multitude. These people had experienced a
spiritual triumph and were now celebrating this victory before the throne of God.
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The great multitude will make salvation the focal point of their praise to God and to the
Lamb (7:10).
The triumphant celebration of the great multitude in heaven will make God’s
saving work rather than their own achievements the centerpiece of their praise. This
multitude will cry out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb.” Salvation includes deliverance from the persecutions that will
haunt believers during the future period of judgment, but it also includes the redemptive
work of the Lamb who died for our sins. Salvation in this sense refers to deliverance
from the impact of sin, deliverance from a spiritual position of dire danger to a place of
eternal safety and security in the presence of the Lord. Salvation is a work of God
through His Son, the sacrificial Lamb who reigns as Lord. Salvation is found in no one
else (Acts 4:12). Therefore, Jesus Christ is worthy of our worship.
The great multitude’s praise will prompt the other inhabitants of heaven to engage in
passionate worship (7:11-12).
In addition to the great multitude gathered around the throne of God were angels,
elders, and four unusual living beings. Revelation 4:4-8 described these elders and the
living beings. They seem to represent redeemed human beings and angelic beings who
gather together to worship God around His throne. When the great multitude call out
their words of praise these elders and angels join in worshiping God. They fall facedown
before the throne and worship God by affirming the veracity of their praises with the
bookend exclamation, “Amen!” They then attribute to God “blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength.” God possess and grants these
virtues as an outflow of His perfect and holy nature. He is worthy of glory and gratitude
for all He’s done. He deserves honor. He possesses all wisdom. God is the source of all
power and strength. Praise to God for these and many other attributes and works will
ring throughout heaven for all eternity. The future holds ceaseless opportunity to praise
God, and to worship Him today is the duty and delight of His redeemed people.

The future holds constant comfort
and care in the presence of God (7:13-17).
The praise and gratitude rendered to God by the great multitude in heaven is
understandable in light of their experiences on earth. On earth these believers endured
persecution but in heaven they will be eternally comforted in the presence of God.
The great multitude will consist of those who died as martyrs during the great
tribulation on earth (7:13-14).
At this point in John’s vision one of the elders around the throne of God asked
John if he knew the identity of this great multitude. Who were these people clothed in
white and from whence did they come? John respectfully replied, “Lord, you know.”
The elder then stated that this great multitude consisted of those people who “are coming
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out of the great tribulation.” They had “washed their robes” and had “made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.” They had received spiritual cleansing through faith in the
sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. However, in addition to their status as saved people they
seem to have taken an active role in the outworking of their salvation. Presumably they
had shed their blood for their testimony of Jesus Christ. Their intense commitment to
Jesus in the midst of intense persecution brought about severe hardship and even
martyrdom.
According to the elder, these saints gave their lives for Jesus Christ during a time
called “the great tribulation,” a period of extreme trouble on the earth. Jesus used this
same phrase to describe a future, unparalleled time of disaster that will lead up to His
return (Matthew 24:21). Within that context Jesus linked the great tribulation with the
prophecies of Daniel, which include a timeframe of about three and a half years (see
Daniel 11:31; 12:11). Daniel 9:27 predicts a period of one “week” of years, or seven
years, for the total period of divine wrath. This seven year period, sometimes called the
Tribulation, will become more intense in its final three and a half years, called by Jesus
and the book of Revelation “the great tribulation.” The great multitude of John’s vision
is composed of people from every nation who become believers during that time of
judgment and suffer the consequences of their faith in Jesus Christ.
The great multitude will continually perform priestly service in God’s glorious
presence (7:15).
The elder continued to explain to John the activities of the great multitude. These
future martyrs, having washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb, will stand before
God’s throne and “serve him day and night in his temple.” The term “serve” carries the
idea of priestly service, the work of priests interceding for others and rendering worship
to God. Their work will continue “day and night” in a continual rhythm of praise. The
location of this priestly service will be God’s temple. There will be no need for a temple
in the eternal city because of the Lord’s presence (Revelation 21:22). Therefore, the
temple in Revelation 7:15 may refer to a temporary locus of worship or simply to God’s
presence with the throne as the center of worship. In fact, “the one sitting on the throne,”
God the Father, will “spread his tent” over this great multitude as they worship. The idea
of spreading a tent is reminiscent of the ancient Tabernacle in which God made His
presence known to His people and from which He extended His protective cloud. The
presence of God with His people, specifically with the great multitude, seems to be the
primary emphasis in this description of heaven during the Great Tribulation.
The great multitude will be forever free from hunger, thirst, or any form of hardship
(7:16).
The great multitude, having experienced severe persecution on earth, will no
longer hunger or thirst. They will no longer be subject to deprivation, being exposed to
the sun or deadly heat. These conditions of persecution will be forever behind them
because God will care for them.
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The great multitude will experience to constant care of the Lamb and the lasting
comfort of God (7:17).
God the Father will spread His tabernacle over the great multitude in heaven,
forever sheltering them forever from hardship. In addition the Lamb in the midst of the
throne—Jesus Christ—will shepherd this great multitude. Like the Good Shepherd that
He is, Jesus will lead the great multitude to fountains of living water. They will
continually enjoy deep spiritual refreshment and satisfaction. Likewise, God will wipe
every tear from their eyes (compare Revelation 21:4). There will be no more heartache
and sorrow because God will comfort His downtrodden people. Constant comfort and
care is the lot of those who put their faith in Jesus Christ during that future day of intense
judgment. Their experience will not be unlike our own when the Lord welcomes us into
His eternal presence. Therefore, these facts about the future teach us to worship God and
rest in His presence today and every day. Even today we can worship God
wholeheartedly and take comfort in His abiding presence
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The Seventh Seal Judgment and
the First Four Trumpet Judgments
(Revelation 8:1-13)
Although Jesus Christ is the rightful king of the universe, this world maintains its
grip on the course of human events. With a single word the Lord could intervene, but
instead He graciously allows time for people to repent. Even in that future day of
judgment, the Great Tribulation (Revelation 7:14), Jesus will provide opportunities for
people to turn to Him for salvation. Nevertheless, His judgments on the earth are just and
necessary. The first series of judgments, the Seal Judgments, will be followed by another
series of seven judgments, the Trumpet Judgments. Each series will intensify the turmoil
on earth as Jesus wrestles the control of this world from sinful human hands into His
loving and lasting authority. Disastrous events on earth remind us that we depend on
Jesus Christ every day for protection, peace, and hope.

The seventh Seal Judgment—the Lord Jesus Christ will, through
silence in heaven, set the tone for another series of judgments (8:1-6).
The first six Seal Judgments included such disastrous events as political
domination, global warfare, famine, death, and natural disasters. The seventh Seal
Judgment stands out in its uniqueness—ominous silence in heaven.
The Lamb, Jesus Christ, broke open the seventh seal (8:1a).
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, is Lord. He alone has authority to release
judgment on the earth and He will justly judge this world. By opening the seals on the
book of judgment Jesus displays His divine authority. Having opened the first six seals,
Jesus now opens the final seal releasing judgment on the earth.
There was a brief period of ominous silence in heaven (8:1b).
The seventh Seal Judgment is a judgment of ominous silence setting the tone for
the next series of judgments. Whereas there had been exuberant praise and worship in
heaven on the part of the martyrs there was now a period of silence. This silence will
last merely half and hour (which should be taken literally since there’s no clue in the text
to spiritualize this timeframe), but that half hour of silence will be a stunning reminder to
heaven’s inhabitants that dire judgment is just around the corner. In fact, this final Seal
Judgment might rightly be viewed as the release of the next series of judgments.
Seven angels with seven trumpets emerged on the scene (8:2).
Once the seventh seal was broken John saw seven angels, angels who stand before
God, angels whom John apparently hadn’t noticed before. These angels, like so many of
heaven’s inhabitants, stand in God’s presence as His worshipful creatures. These seven
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angels were each issued a trumpet. Trumpets announce significant events, and these
angels would announce the next series of significant judgments on the earth.
Another angel came on the scene to expedite the prayers of the saints and initiate the
next series of judgments (8:3-6).
Before the seven angels sounded their trumpets another angel appeared. This
angel was like the seven angels but had a different role. He held a golden censer, a
container for burning incense. This angel approached the altar, the golden altar of
incense in heaven that corresponds to the incense altar that was in the Tabernacle.
Incense in ancient times symbolized prayers ascending to God, the sweet aroma
reminding God’s people that our prayers are sweet to Him. The angel was given a large
amount of incense, indicating the large number of prayers he would carry to the throne of
God. These prayers will be the prayers of all the saints, possibly the prayers of all those
who put their faith in Jesus during the Great Tribulation and cried out for justice. The
angel will place these prayers on the golden altar before the throne of God for His
attentive response. The smoke of the incense accompanied these prayers from the hand
of the angel into the presence of God.
Having presented to God on the throne the prayers of the saints, the angel will
then fill the censer with fire from the golden altar and throw it on the earth. Fire speaks
of judgment, the initiation of a new series of judgments on the earth. This act on the part
of the angel will produce thunder, lightning, and an earthquake. The silence in heaven is
over. Judgment begins again. The seven angels with the seven trumpets take their
positions and prepare to trumpet the judgment of God.

The first Trumpet Judgment—fiery hail will
destroy one-third of the earth’s vegetation (8:7).
The first four Trumpet Judgments rain destruction on nature. The first takes aim
at the earth’s vegetation.
The first angel sounded his trumpet and deadly, fiery hail fell on the earth (8:7a).
When the first angel sounds his trumpet “hail and fire mixed with blood” will be
thrown to the earth. Hail alone can produce great damage to vegetation. Fire, probably
the effects of lighting or volcanic action, is likewise destructive. The fact that these are
mixed with blood means that there will be loss of life in addition to the destruction of
vegetation.
One-third of the earth was burned up, including one-third of the trees and all green
grass (8:7b).
The result of the first Trumpet Judgment will be the fiery destruction of one-third
of the earth, specifically one-third of the trees on earth. Wildfires will run rampant.
Whole forests will be destroyed. In addition, all green grass will be burnt up. The beauty
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of God’s creation will suffer judgment due to human sin. However, the limit of one-third
hints at the Lamb’s gracious protection of the majority of the earth as He allows people
time to repent. Still, the devastation will be extreme.

The second Trumpet Judgment—a blazing
mass will destroy one-third of life in the seas (8:8-9).
The first Trumpet Judgment will destroy much of the earth’s vegetation while the
second will destroy much of earth’s sea life.
The second angel sounded his trumpet and something like a blazing mountain fell into
the sea (8:8a).
When the second angel sounded his trumpet something similar to (“like”) a great
mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea. This blazing mass will likely be
some kind of crashing celestial body, set ablaze as it enters the earth’s atmosphere. Its
mountainous size will devastate the oceans.
One-third of the sea turned to blood, including the death of one-third of sea creatures
and the destruction of one-third of ships (8:8b).
When this fiery mass hits the sea one-third of the sea will turn to blood, referring
to death. One-third of the creatures living in the sea will die. Fish, whales, coral, and
even the tiniest plankton will be instantly obliterated. In addition, one-third of the ships
at sea will be destroyed. The tsunami resulting from the impact of this blazing mass will
take its toll on ships and the whole shipping industry.

The third Trumpet Judgment—a blazing meteorite
will destroy one-third of the earth’s fresh water supply (8:10-11).
What the second Trumpet Judgment did to the seas the third Trumpet Judgment
will do to the fresh water sources on earth.
The third angel sounded his trumpet and a blazing meteorite fell on one-third of the
fresh water sources (8:10).
When the third angel sounded his trumpet “a great star” blazing like a lamp, fell
out of heaven. This, too, may be a meteor that lights up on reaching the earth’s
atmosphere. Unlike the great blazing mass, however, it appears that this meteor will
break up and fall on one-third of the rivers and fresh water fountains on the earth. Its
impact will be widespread.
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One-third of the fresh water sources became bitter, causing many people to die (8:11).
Interestingly, this star, this meteorite will be given a name—Wormwood.
Wormwood is a bitter plant. The prophet Jeremiah warned that God would make His
people eat bitter food and drink poisoned water leading up to their captivity in Babylon
(Jeremiah 9:15; 23:15). In the future much of the fresh water will become bitter due to
the third Trumpet Judgment. One-third of the water will become wormwood, bitter,
poisonous. Many people will die because of the lack of drinkable water.

The fourth Trumpet Judgment—all celestial
bodies will lose one-third of their light (8:12-13).
While the first three Trumpet Judgments produce destruction on the earth, the
fourth affects the lights of the heavens.
The fourth angel sounded his trumpet and one-third of all celestial light was struck
with darkness (8:12a).
When the fourth angel sounded his trumpet there were changes in the celestial
lights. One-third of the sun, one-third of the moon, and one-third of the stars will be
struck as if by a plague. One-third of these bodies will be darkened, either due to a
change in their own physical properties or because of smoke covering the atmosphere as
a result of the previous Trumpet Judgments.
One-third of the day and one-third of the night was darkened (8:12b).
One-third of the day and one-third of the night will have no light. Whether this is
a permanent or temporary condition isn’t clear, but the reality of these disasters on earth
and in the sky should prompt the people of the world to repent. However, repentance
doesn’t come easily for hardened hearts and more judgments will follow.
Following the first four trumpet judgments came an announcement from heaven that
three even more woeful judgments were about to fall on the earth (8:13).
Following the first four Trumpet Judgments there seems to be a brief break. The
first four Seal Judgments were distinct from the final three, the first four being
represented as four horsemen. The first four Trumpet Judgments will also be distinct
from the final three, the final three being designated as “woes,” exclamations of sorrow
and suffering. John saw and heard a messenger flying in the middle of the heavens and
announcing in a loud voice the coming of these final three woes. This messenger may
have been an eagle, as some Greek manuscripts state. However, the majority of Greek
manuscripts have the word “angel,” and this seems more fitting to the context. This
messenger will call out to those living on the earth in that future day, “Woe, woe, woe.”
There were three more Trumpet Judgments coming and these would bring further
disaster. The Lamb, Jesus Christ, is the rightful Lord over this earth. He will reign. Yet
75

He must first bring judgment as a means to point people to their need for repentance.
Disastrous events on earth remind us that we depend on Jesus Christ every day for
protection, peace, and hope.
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The Fifth and Sixth Trumpet Judgments
(Revelation 9:1-21)
Because the Lamb, Jesus Christ, is Lord of all, He has the rightful and necessary
claim to rule over this world. However, sinful humanity vies for control. Only through
three future series of judgments will Jesus wrestle control away from rebellious
humanity. The first series, the Seal Judgments, includes the release of human-caused
devastation—political domination and warfare that will result in famine, death, and
martyrdom. The second series, the Trumpet Judgments, begin with natural disasters—
hail, asteroid and meteorite strikes, and the darkening of the heavenly bodies. These
judgments increase in intensity as Jesus graciously yet firmly warns the world to repent.
The final three Trumpet Judgments, identified as three “woes,” will follow this
intensifying pattern. Specifically, the fifth and sixth Trumpet Judgments unleash
unparalleled demonic activity on the earth. These two future judgments highlight the fact
that we live in the midst of spiritual realities and must depend on Jesus for spiritual
victory. To ignore the spiritual realm is to court personal and even eternal disaster.

The fifth Trumpet Judgment—a demonic invasion
will inflict extensive torment on earth’s inhabitants (9:1-12).
The fifth Trumpet Judgment is the first of three “woes,” dire developments that
will bring untold misery on the earth in the effort to bring people to their knees before the
Lamb, Jesus Christ.
The fifth angel sounded his trumpet and a star fell from heaven to earth and received
the key to the abyss (9:1).
In his vision of the future John saw seven angels with seven trumpets. These
angels announced the release of seven judgments on the earth. When the fifth angel
sounded his trumpet John saw a star that had fallen out of heaven onto the earth. The
timing of this fall is not indicated, but at this point in the Great Tribulation Period
(Revelation 7:14) this star will receive special authority to release a hoard of demons.
The fact that this star carries out volitional functions indicates that it’s an intelligent being
rather than a celestial body. The Bible sometimes refers to angels as stars (Job 38:7).
One specific angel may be in mind in Isaiah 14:12 and carries the name “Morning Star”
or “Lucifer.” The fact that the star in the fifth Trumpet Judgment had fallen from heaven
likely points to this particular angel, known most commonly as Satan (compare Luke
10:18; Revelation 12:7-9). Satan receives, presumably from the Lord, the key to the shaft
of the abyss. The abyss (literally “without depth” or “bottomless”) is a name that
designates the place of confinement of demons (Luke 8:31). Satan will be given the
authority to release these confined demons and send them to wreak havoc on the world.
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A locust-like hoard of demons emerged from the abyss and was given power to torment
people for five months (9:2-6).
When the fallen star, Satan, opened the shaft of the abyss smoke ascended like
that of a great furnace. Fire and smoke are common descriptions of the place of
judgment for unholy creatures (Matthew 3:12; 5:22; 18:8-9; 25:41). The smoke will be
so thick that it will darken the sun and the atmosphere. Emerging from the smoke will be
a swarm of locusts. It’s best to take literally that which is described in Revelation unless
there are clues in the text to do otherwise. Here we have a case of a text-based reason for
seeing symbolism in these words. Rather than literal locusts this swarm had such unusual
characteristics that it must refer to something different. Locust swarms in ancient times
were sometimes symbolic of human armies due to their comprehensive, destructive
actions (compare Joel 1-2). The locusts that will come from the abyss, therefore, consist
of an army of demons released on the earth. They will have the ability to inflict pain like
the sting of scorpions, another dreaded, dangerous insect. Unlike real locusts this swarm
of demons will not hurt trees or vegetation. Their target will be the people living on the
earth. However, those who have the seal of God on their foreheads will be immune from
their attacks (compare Revelation 7:3).
The swarm of demons will be limited in its scope—it will not be able to kill and it
will have only five months to perform its nefarious task. Five months is the usual length
of time that a locust invasion takes to devastate a region, and these demon locusts will be
limited to a similar timeframe. During that time these demons will torment people. This
torment will include physical pain like that of the sting of a scorpion. However, the
torment inflicted by the demon locusts will likely extend to emotional pain as well.
Demons caused all kinds of physical and mental pain in their victims during Jesus’
earthly ministry (Matthew 12:22; 17:14-18; Mark 5:1-5) and their methods will be
matched and even surpassed during that future day of disaster. Certainly they know that
their time is short and their fate is sealed. So severe will be their torment that people will
seek death but be unable to find it. People will “long to die.” Death, however, will flee
from them in spite of suicidal longings.
The hoard of demons had a fearsome appearance and a dreadful ruler named
Destroyer (9:7-12).
John went on to describe the appearance of these demon locusts in order to
emphasize the terror they’ll inflict on the earth. He uses terms for similarity (“like” and
“as”) several times, underscoring the symbolism of this passage. These demon locusts
will look like horses prepared for battle. They will have crowns of victory on their heads
and their faces will have the appearance of human faces (probably indicating
intelligence). They will have the hair of women and teeth like lions, possibly referring to
their seductive yet deadly ways. These demon locusts will have breastplates like iron and
the sound they make will resemble the sound of many horses and chariots racing to war,
both symbolizing their indestructible power. Their tails will be like those of scorpions
with the ability to inflict painful stings. But again, their power over people will be
limited to a period of five months. Still, this should be enough to bring the people on
earth to understand that the Lamb is Lord.
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Although real locusts have no king (Proverbs 30:27) these demon locusts will
have a king over them. Their king will be “the angel of the abyss,” probably referring to
the “star” that received the key to the abyss—Satan. This ruler of the demons has the
name “Destroyer,” a name that John records in both Hebrew (“Abaddon”) and Greek
(“Apollyon”). The king of the demon locusts will leave destruction in his wake to the
extent allowed by the Lamb. This plague of demon locusts is the first of three “woes,”
the fifth of the Trumpet Judgments. Two more woes were yet to come.

The sixth Trumpet Judgment—a demonic army
will annihilate one-third of the earth’s population (9:13-21).
The future judgments on earth will grow in intensity. It would seem that a hoard
of demons inflicting torment on people for five months would be sufficient to alert
human hearts to the realities of the spirit world and their need for Jesus Christ. The sixth
Trumpet Judgment, however, will bring even greater disaster on earth and still, people
will refuse to repent.
The sixth angel sounded his trumpet and four bound demons were released to kill onethird of the earth’s population (9:13-15).
When the sixth angel sounded his trumpet John heard a voice coming from the
four horns of the golden altar of incense that is located in the presence of God on His
throne. Previously an angel was associated with this altar in connection with the prayers
of the saints (Revelation 8:3), so it may be that this same angel was the source of this
voice. However, the voice may have simply emanated from some unidentified source,
thereby adding to the mystery of these revelations. The voice instructed the sixth
trumpet-bearing angel to “release the four angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates.” Since these angels had been bound they are evil angels—demons. The
Euphrates River was a significant eastern boundary in ancient times and fed the region of
Babylon, the source of much idolatry. The idea that four demons were bound at this river
may imply a divine restraint to the power of evil that emanated from the east. When
these four demons are released this restraint will be gone. These demons will unleash
even greater destruction on the earth. Through divine providence the four demons had
been prepared for that very hour of that day of that month of that year. Their time will at
last arrive. They will be released to kill one-third of the earth’s population. One-fourth
of the population will die during the fourth Seal Judgment (Revelation 6:8), and one-third
of the remaining population will die during the sixth Trumpet Judgment, amounting to a
total population decline of one-half—literally, billions of people!
The four demons mobilized an army of two hundred million to carry out their deadly
mission (9:16-19).
How will these four demons execute their purpose? Abruptly, John introduces a
vast army. These horsemen will number two hundred million. It’s possible that this
army will be a human army. If so, the descriptions in the following verses may refer to
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the destructive effects of human military weapons. However, these descriptions again
seem to reveal a symbolism that moves beyond human activities. Therefore, this vast
army is likely composed of demons who are distinct from those released under the fifth
Trumpet Judgment. The demon locusts were allowed only to torment their victims. This
next army of demons will be released to kill their victims. This demon army and its
horses will have breastplates that are multi-colored—fiery red, dark blue, and sulfurous
yellow, possibly indicating variety of personalities and powers among the demons. The
heads of the horses will resemble the heads of lions, majestic and terrifying. From the
mouths of the horses will come fire, smoke, and sulfur (comparable to the three colors of
the demons’ breastplates). Through these three plagues-like weapons one-third of the
people on earth will die horrible deaths. In addition to the power that comes from the
mouths of the horses there will be deadly power in their tails. Their tails will resemble
serpents, serpents with heads that can inflict suffering and death as well. A more
terrifying image can hardly be imagined!
In spite of massive death on the earth the survivors stubbornly refused to repent (9:2021).
This world will undergo severe judgment at the hands of the Lamb who is Lord.
These judgments will include horrendous human destruction, natural devastation, and
demonic domination. Death will remove fully half of the human population. These
judgments should be enough to move even the most rebellious heart to repentance.
However, those not killed by these judgments will still refuse to bow to Jesus Christ.
They will not repent of their works or their ways. They will continue to worship demons
represented by idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood—idols that cannot see, hear,
or walk! They will refuse to repent of their murders, sorceries (this term can refer to
poison, magic spells, and drugs), sexual immorality, and thieving ways. Pride, power,
pleasure, and possessions will continue to dominate the human heart. More judgments
will be necessary to break humankind’s hold on the control of this world, preparing the
way for the return of Jesus Christ. The world is in a spiritual battle, one with eternal
consequences. Jesus Christ came to redeem us from our sins and restore us to a right
relationship with God. Through faith in Jesus Christ alone can we enter into His loving
and eternal salvation. But people in that future day will continue to resist Jesus Christ.
People today continue to resist Him. Spiritual warfare is real, and the stakes couldn’t
possibly be higher. We live in the midst of spiritual realities and must depend on Jesus
for spiritual victory. To ignore the spiritual realm is to court personal and even eternal
disaster.
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The Mighty Angel and the Little Scroll
(Revelation 10:1-11)
The future events leading up to the return of Jesus Christ will include three series
of seven judgments—seven Seal Judgments, seven Trumpet Judgments, and seven Bowl
Judgments. These judgments will increase in frequency and intensity as the end
approaches. John describes these judgments in sequence, but at times interjects
additional information that makes those final days more comprehensible. Through a
number of interludes we become more aware of those future events. Revelation 10:1-11
presents one of these interludes, a vision about a mighty angel and a little scroll. Through
this interlude we’re reminded that God’s plan for this world will be fulfilled just as He
promised. We can trust God because Jesus Christ, the Lamb, is Lord.
The mighty angel—the Lord’s righteous
judgment on this world will be accomplished (10:1-4).
In the Lord’s revelation to John there appeared a mighty angel whose message is
one of divine authority over the world.
John saw a mighty, glorious angel descending from heaven (10:1).
John states that he saw in his prophetic visions “another mighty angel.” This
angel was similar to, though distinct from, an angel he’d seen previously in his visions
(Revelation 5:2). Angels are often attributed with great strength. This particular angel
also displayed a glorious appearance. He descended from heaven and was clothed with a
cloud. Clouds often refer to the glory of God, so it’s not surprising that an angel coming
from the presence of God would be arrayed in such a way. This angel also had a rainbow
above his head, a reminder of God’s merciful promise to preserve the earth in the face of
worldwide judgment (Genesis 9:13). In spite of future judgments God will preserve His
people and restore the world He created. The mighty angel’s face radiated like the sun
and his feet shone like pillars of fire. This is truly a glorious angelic being. Because of
this glorious description some commentators have identified this angel with Jesus Christ,
but Jesus is never referred to as an angel in the New Testament and this angel is
compared to another similar angelic being. This mighty angel, coming from the presence
of God, will reflect the glory of God in his appearance and mission.
The mighty angel was holding a little scroll and planted his feet on the land and the sea
(10:2).
In the hand of the mighty angel was a little scroll. Unlike the sealed scroll in
Revelation 5:1, this scroll was already open indicating that its message would transpire
without delay. The prophet Ezekiel received a similar scroll that announced impending
sorrow (Ezekiel 2:9-10). The little scroll in the hand of the mighty angel may have
contained a similar message. The mighty angel, having descended from heaven, stood
with his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land. This stance reveals authority
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over the entire earth. The mighty angel, as God’s representative messenger, thereby
declared the Lord’s universal authority.
The mighty angel cried out in a loud voice that prompted the seven thunders to speak
(10:3).
The mighty angel demonstrated his divinely-appointed authority not only by his
stance but also with his voice. He cried out in a loud voice that resembled the roar of a
lion. Other prophets compared the voice of God to the roar of a lion (Hosea 11:10; Amos
3:8), so the mighty angel’s voice revealed a powerful message from God. When the
mighty angel shouted, “the seven thunders” also spoke with their own voices. Again,
God’s voice has been compared to the sound of thunder (Job 37:5; Psalm 29:3; John
12:28-29). The “seven” thunders likely refer to the completeness of God’s thunderous
declaration regarding the final judgments on the earth.
A voice from heaven instructed John not to write what the seven thunders said (10:4).
The actual content of the message of the seven thunders remains a secret. John
had prepared to write the message of the seven thunders, but a voice from heaven—
probably that of the Father or the Son—instructed John to “seal” what the seven thunders
said, that is, to refrain from writing what had been revealed. The prophet Daniel received
prophecies about the future with a similar charge to seal these prophecies until their
appointed time arrived (Daniel 12:4, 9). Paul likewise received revelation that he was
forbidden to share (2 Corinthians 12:1-4). God tells us just what we need to know at the
time we need to know it. But there are many aspects of God’s plan that remain a
mystery. What isn’t a mystery is the fact that God will accomplish His righteous
judgment on the earth. This He has revealed for all to know.

The mystery of God—the Lord’s grand
plan for this world will be fulfilled (10:5-7).
While some aspects of God’s plan remain a mystery, other elements have been
revealed for our instruction and reverence. God has revealed that He has a plan for this
world and this grand plan will be fulfilled.
The mighty angel swore a solemn oath that there would be no further delay (10:5-6).
John’s attention returned to the mighty angel and his powerful message. This
angel, whose feet stood on the land and the sea, lifted his right hand to heaven as a way
of signifying a solemn oath. In order to affirm the veracity of his message the angel
swore by the one who lives forever and ever, the one who created the heavens, the earth,
the seas, and everything in them. God Himself was the witness to the angel’s declaration.
This declaration was simple. “There will be no more delay!” Some translations say,
“Time will be no more,” but this declaration doesn’t refer to time as we know it, the
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cessation of time in favor of eternity. Instead it means that time had run its course, that
the time of Jesus’ return was ever so near. The martyrs around the throne in heaven had
asked, “How long?” (Revelation 6:10). The declaration by the mighty angel answered
that question. There would be no more delay. The Lord Jesus Christ had already
displayed great patience and grace. The time had come for His return.
The mighty angel declared that the mystery of God will soon be completed (10:7).
The mighty angel explained his declaration by connecting the rapid race toward
the return of Jesus Christ with the sounding of the final Trumpet Judgment. When the
seventh angel sounds his trumpet “the mystery of God will be fulfilled.” A mystery in
Scripture refers to divine truth that is revealed according to God’s timetable. The
mystery of which the mighty angel spoke had been proclaimed as good news by God’s
“servants and prophets,” so this particular mystery has been known since the days of the
Old Testament. The fact that the angel used the word for “good news” means that this
mystery has positive ramifications for God’s people. It refers to the arrival of God’s
kingdom on earth. The ancient prophets foretold this event and now there would be no
further delay. God’s kingdom would come with the second advent of Jesus Christ. The
Lord’s grand plan for this world will be fulfilled in His time and in His way.
The little scroll—the Lord’s bittersweet
word will continue to strengthen His people (10:8-11).
The Lord’s righteous judgment will be accomplished and His grand plan for the
world will be fulfilled. The message in the little scroll, therefore, anticipates these events
and served to strengthen John as a messenger of these truths. God’s Word, though in
many ways bittersweet, still strengthens God’s people today.
The voice from heaven instructed John to take the little scroll from the hand of the
mighty angel (10:8).
At this point a voice from heaven spoke “again” with John, hinting that this was
the voice of God (compare verse 4). The voice instructed John to approach the mighty
angel, the one whose stance spanned the sea and the land, and take the open scroll from
his hand. To approach such a glorious being must have been a frightening experience!
The mighty angel told John to devour the little scroll, warning that it would be sweet in
his mouth but turn bitter in his stomach (10:9).
John obeyed the voice from heaven, approached the mighty angel, and requested
the little scroll. The mighty angel instructed John to take the scroll and devour it. The
scroll would become bitter in John’s stomach although it would be as sweet as honey in
his mouth. Ezekiel received a similar command to eat a scroll that was sweet to the taste
and thereby absorb its contents to declare to others (Ezekiel 3:1-3). Jeremiah found that
God’s words were a delight to him in the midst of suffering (Jeremiah 15:16). David
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described the commands of God as sweeter than honey (Psalms 19:10; 119:103). God’s
Word is sweet to His people even when it contains harsh messages of judgment because
we value God’s holiness and justice.
John took and devoured the scroll and it was indeed sweet in his mouth but turned
bitter in his stomach (10:10).
John did as the mighty angel said. He took the little scroll and devoured it. It
indeed tasted as sweet as honey in his mouth. But in his stomach it became bitter. The
truth of God’s Word is a delight to His people. However, God’s judgment is a bitter
reality. Just as John would find courage and strength to continue his ministry through the
words of the little scroll, so we can renew our strength through God’s Word—devoured
and obeyed!
John was instructed to continue to prophesy about many people, nations, tongues, and
kings (10:11).
Having devoured the little scroll, John now received a renewed commission. The
source of the voice (literally “voices”) that spoke to him at this moment is unclear, but
this was certainly a message from God. John was to continue to prophesy about “many
peoples and nations and tongues and kings.” Having already received so many powerful
images of God’s future judgment it’s understandable that John’s resolve as a prophet may
have weakened. Therefore, God bolstered John’s courage by impressing on him the need
to continue his prophetic work. While dire disasters had already been revealed, even
more difficult days were yet to come “without delay” as the return of Jesus Christ drew
near. Jesus is coming again. The Lamb is Lord. God’s plan for this world will be
fulfilled just as He promised. We can trust God because Jesus Christ, the Lamb, is Lord.
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The Temple and the Two Prophetic Witnesses
(Revelation 11:1-14)
The interludes in Revelation provide insight into future events that are interwoven
into the three series of sequential judgments—the Seal Judgments, the Trumpet
Judgments, and the Bowl Judgments. Revelation 10 introduced one of these interludes
which involved a mighty angel, a little scroll, and an exhortation for John to continue his
prophetic task. Revelation 11:1-14 continues this interlude by describing the future
temple in Jerusalem and two prophetic witnesses who will stand up for God in the face of
the most severe spiritual resistance ever to plague this planet. Although these verses refer
to future events, they challenge Christians today to be vigilant, diligent, and resilient in
their faith.

Be amazed—in spite of pagan Gentile
dominance Temple worship will be restored (11:1-2).
One of the most amazing political developments in modern history was the
establishment of the nation of Israel in 1948. For centuries the Jews maintained no
national identity, but the revival of a Jewish nation set the stage for future events as
described in the Bible. The future holds yet another amazing event, the building of a
Jewish temple in Jerusalem. It’s hard to imagine, given current political realities, how
this will take place. But Revelation 11:1-2 clearly portrays the existence of a temple in
Jerusalem in the future even in the midst of resistance on the part of the nations of the
world. Christians should never cease to be amazed at what God can do.
John received a measuring reed and was instructed to measure the Temple, the altar,
and the worshipers (11:1).
At this point in John’s vision he was given a measuring reed, a lightweight stalk
of a plant used in ancient times for taking measurements. A voice, presumably the voice
of the one who gave John the measuring reed, addressed him. Many ancient manuscripts
include the phrase “and the angel stood,” making the mighty angel of chapter 10 the
speaker. John was instructed to measure the temple of God along with its altar and the
ones worshiping in the temple.
The prophet Ezekiel, in a vision, had observed the measurement of a future
temple and its surroundings (Ezekiel 40-48). The prophet Zechariah also saw in a vision
a man who was appointed to measure the city of Jerusalem in order to prepare for its
reestablishment after Israel’s exile (Zechariah 2:1-2). Significantly, Zechariah’s ministry
included exhorting Israel’s leaders to rebuild the temple in his day (Zechariah 4:8-10).
The act of measuring implies ownership and preparation.
John was instructed to measure the temple of God, indicating that the future
temple will belong to God. John’s act of measuring might even imply preparation for
rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem. Since there is no temple in Jerusalem today and since
there will be one in the future, that rebuilding could conceivably take place during the
first half of the seven-year Tribulation period. The temple will belong to God, but
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midway through that Tribulation period it will be desecrated (2 Thessalonians 2:4). So,
many of the events in Revelation 11:1-14 may best be set in the period prior to that
desecration. John was also to measure the altar, here most likely the altar of sacrifice. In
addition he was to measure, or count, the worshipers. At that stage in the Tribulation
period there will be Jews who worship the true God within the context of a rebuilt
temple. However, when that future temple is desecrated the Jews will be forced to flee
(Matthew 24:15-20).
John was further instructed not to measure the outer court of the Temple because it
was given to the Gentiles who would trample the holy city for forty-two months (11:2).
The temple in the first century included the main edifice, a courtyard for the Jews,
and an outer courtyard for Gentiles. The future temple will have this same basic layout.
John was instructed to measure the temple edifice and the surrounding area for the Jewish
worshipers. However, he was told not to measure the outer courtyard. This courtyard
was given over to the Gentiles who will trample the holy city, Jerusalem, for forty-two
months. Jesus warned about this same situation, stating that the Gentiles would trample
the city until their time reached its fulfillment (Luke 21:24). This period of forty-two
months may refer to the second half of the Tribulation period, also called the Great
Tribulation. The temple will be considered relatively sacred during the first half of the
Tribulation, but when the temple is desecrated midway through that period the Gentile
nations will trample the city of Jerusalem until their time is fulfilled at the return of Jesus
Christ. In spite of pagan Gentile dominance in that day, there will be a temple and there
will be worshipers who honor the true and living God.

Be courageous—in spite of harsh opposition
two prophetic witnesses will stand up for God (11:3-6).
At this point in the interlude John learns about two prophetic witnesses who will
display great power and stand up for God in the face of severe persecution.
God will send two special witnesses to carry out a prophetic ministry for 1260 days
(11:3-4).
Speaking on behalf of God, the angel then told John that God would give His two
witnesses to the world scene. These two witnesses will prophesy, that is, speak with the
authority of God for 1260 days. This timeframe equals the forty-two months of verse 2
(one month consisting of 30 days), although the different way of expressing this duration
may hint at the difference between the first and second halves of the Tribulation Period.
The two prophetic witnesses will wear sackcloth, symbolizing the dire nature of their
ministry.
The identity of these two witnesses is given only as “the two olive trees” and “the
two lamp stands” that stand in the presence of the Lord of the earth. Clearly these
references point back to Zechariah 4:2-14. In that passage there is a single sevenpronged lamp stand along with two olive trees. The lamp stand refers to the presence and
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power of the Holy Spirit as Zechariah 4:6 declares: “‘Not by might nor by power, but by
my Spirit,’ says the Lord.” The two lamp stands in Revelation 11:4, therefore, stand for
the power of the Holy Spirit that will be at work through these two prophetic witnesses.
Zechariah 4:14 describes the two olive trees as two specially anointed servants of God,
anticipating the role of the two prophetic witnesses in Revelation 11:3-4. Any further
identification of these two witnesses is mere speculation. Some consider the two
witnesses to be Enoch and Elijah due to the fact that neither of these two men died
physically. Others consider the two witnesses to be Moses and Elijah due to the
similarities in their miraculous powers. However, it seems best to view the two witnesses
as two distinct individuals who will display divine power in much the same way as did
Moses, Elijah, and other prophets. God will appoint two anointed, prophetic witnesses to
speak out in His name for 1260 days.
The timing of their ministry is a subject of debate. The 1260 days may refer to the
second half of the seven-year Tribulation Period since that’s the time in which Jerusalem
will be trodden by the nations. However, the influence of these two witnesses may
contribute to the salvation of the 144,000 sealed Jews (Revelation 7:4) and of the vast
multitude (Revelation 7:9), which seems to take place in the first half of the Tribulation
Period. The nature of the plagues these two witnesses call down on the earth also
parallels some of the judgments that take place during the first half of the Tribulation.
Furthermore, to place the death of these two witnesses immediately before the second
coming of Jesus Christ seems abrupt. For these reasons the scales tip slightly in favor of
viewing the ministry of the two prophetic witnesses as taking place in the first half of the
Tribulation Period.
These two prophetic witnesses will possess miraculous power to protect themselves and
to inflict judgment on the earth (11:5-6).
Because the two prophetic witnesses will be the targets of deep seated animosity
on the part of the unbelieving world their lives will be constantly at risk. People will
attempt to hurt or even kill them. But “fire” will proceed “out of their mouths” and
devour their enemies. In fact, those who wish to harm these prophetic witnesses deserve
to die in this way! According to 2 Kings 1:9-12, Elijah called fire down from heaven to
destroy his enemies. These two prophetic witnesses, by their spoken word (“comes from
their mouths”), will have the same power to protect themselves and their message.
In addition to their power to protect themselves these two prophetic witnesses will
have the power to bring harm on the earth. They will have the authority “to shut heaven”
so that it will not rain during the period of their ministry. Interestingly, Elijah called for a
drought that also lasted three and a half years (1 Kings 17:1; 18:1; James 5:17). These
two witnesses will also have the authority to turn the fresh water supplies into blood and
to strike the earth with all kinds of plagues as often as they choose. These abilities are
reminiscent of Moses’ miraculous power (Exodus 7:17-21; 9:13-14). Some of these
works parallel the earlier Seal and Trumpet Judgments and may involve a combined
instrumentation (compare Revelation 6:5-6; 8:8-11). These two prophetic witnesses will
display great courage in the face of severe opposition.
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Be hopeful—in spite of the obvious work
of God evil will seemingly be victorious (11:7-10).
Although the two prophetic witnesses will be protected by God throughout their
ministry, the time will come when their ministry will be finished and their lives will be
taken. In that apparent moment of victory on the part of evil, God will still be in control
and worthy of His people’s trust and hope.
When the work of the two prophetic witnesses is finished the beast from the Abyss will
oppose and kill them (11:7).
The two prophetic witnesses will “finish their witness” at an appointed time in
God’s plan. At that point “the beast coming up from the Abyss” will engage them in
battle, gain the victory over them, and kill them. The word “beast” best describes the
evil, deadly nature of this individual. The fact that the beast comes from the Abyss
indicates that this individual is demonic in nature. More specifically, this may be a
reference to Satan himself. Later, two other beasts—one coming out of the sea
(Revelation 13:1) and one coming out of the land (Revelation 13:11)—will accompany
Satan in an unholy trinity of resistance to God and His people. Therefore, it makes sense
to distinguish the beast coming out of the Abyss from the other two beasts.
The corpses of the two prophetic witnesses will lie exposed in Jerusalem for all to see
for three and a half days (11:8-9).
After the beast from the Abyss kills the two prophetic witnesses their dead bodies
will be left unburied as a way to further denigrate these two men and their mission. This
will take place in the city of Jerusalem. John describes Jerusalem figuratively as Sodom,
an ancient center of immorality, and Egypt, a center of idolatry and oppression in ancient
times. It was also the city where the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, making its identity
as Jerusalem certain. While the bodies of the two witnesses lie exposed in the streets of
Jerusalem, individuals from every “people, tribe, language, and nation” will view their
corpses. Jerusalem will be inhabited by people from all around the world, so it’s
reasonable to expect that those who view the bodies will represent the global community.
The people of Jerusalem will refuse to bury the bodies of the two witnesses. This
condition will last for three and a half days, at which point God will intervene.
People will rejoice and celebrate over the death of the two prophetic witnesses (11:10).
Those living on earth in that day will take great delight in the deaths of the two
prophetic witnesses. It will seem to all that evil has triumphed over good. The people
will rejoice and celebrate, even sending gifts to one another. After all, in their minds
these two witnesses had “tormented” them—calling down fire and plagues and speaking
out against wickedness. Sometimes even today it seems as though evil triumphs over
righteousness, but any such setback is temporary at best. God is still in control. The
Lamb, Jesus Christ, is Lord.
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Be confident—in spite of seeming victory over the two
prophetic witnesses God’s resurrection power will prevail (11:11-14).
God will display His resurrection power by raising the two prophetic witnesses
from the dead in the sight of all. Righteousness will triumph over evil.
After three and a half days God will restore the two prophetic witnesses to life, causing
great fear among those who see it happen (11:11).
After the three and a half days in which the corpses of the two prophetic witnesses
will lie exposed on the streets of Jerusalem “the breath of life from God” will enter them
and they will stand to their feet resurrected. God is a God of resurrection power, and that
power will be evident in the raising of the two witnesses. This resurrection power will
prove that evil never did actually triumph and will cause great fear to fall on those who
look on.
A voice will invite the two prophetic witnesses to come up to heaven and they will
ascend in a cloud while their enemies look on (11:12).
Having been raised to life again, the two prophetic witnesses will hear a voice
inviting them to heaven, saying, “Come up here!” (compare Revelation 4:1).
Immediately these two prophetic witnesses will be taken up to heaven in a cloud while
their enemies watch what’s taking place.
A great earthquake will destroy a tenth of the city, killing seven thousand people, and
terrifying the survivors (11:13).
At the moment that the two witnesses are taken up to heaven an earthquake will
strike the city of Jerusalem. One-tenth of the city will be destroyed. Seven thousand
people will die. The survivors will become terrified and will give “glory” to the God of
heaven. However, this response will likely be less than heartfelt. It’s likely that in giving
glory to God the survivors are merely acknowledging God’s hand in these events and are
not truly penitent.
The account of the sequence of the Trumpet Judgments would now resume (11:14).
The last three Trumpet Judgments were designated as “woes” because of their
horror (Revelation 8:13). John had described the first two of these woes (Revelation 9).
Having presented the interlude involving the mighty angel and the two prophetic
witnesses, John now returned to the sequence of judgments. It was time for the final
Trumpet Judgment, the final woe to fall on the earth. It was “coming soon,” with no
more delay. The account of the two prophetic witnesses, however, proved again that the
Lamb is Lord. It reminds us that Christians today need to be vigilant, diligent, and
resilient in their faith.
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The Seventh Trumpet Judgment and the Temple in Heaven
(Revelation 11:15-19)
The book of Revelation follows a path of twenty-one future judgments on the
earth interspersed with a variety of interludes that help give further insight into the days
leading up to Jesus Christ’s return. These twenty-one judgments are grouped in three
series of seven—the seven Seal Judgments, the seven Trumpet Judgments, and the seven
Bowl Judgments. Revelation 11:15-19 presents the final Trumpet Judgment. The
previous judgments included disasters caused by humans, disasters caused by nature, and
disasters caused by demonic powers. These judgments will grow in intensity and
frequency, revealing the strength of the spiritual resistance to Christ’s claim to this earth.
The final Trumpet Judgment sets the stage for the last seven judgments that will be
poured out in rapid sequence as Jesus’ Second Coming approaches. In fact, the return of
Jesus will be so near at hand at that point that the seventh Trumpet Judgment describes it
as a finished fact. In connection with the final Trumpet Judgment is the opening of the
Temple in heaven, a sign that God’s powerful presence will soon be made known on
earth. Taken together, this passage reminds us that the reign of Jesus Christ is drawing
closer every day. Therefore, we would be wise to submit to His rule over our lives today.

The seventh Trumpet Judgment—a chorus of voices
in heaven will declare the reign of Jesus Christ on earth (11:15).
The last three Trumpet Judgments were designated as particularly woeful
(Revelation 8:13). The fifth and sixth Trumpet Judgments involved oppressive demonic
activity on earth (Revelation 9). The final Trumpet Judgment will be a blessing to
believers, but to rebellious humankind it will be the most disastrous judgment of all.
The seventh angel sounded his trumpet and loud voices spoke from heaven (11:15a).
Seven angels had been given seven trumpets with which to announce a series of
severe judgments on the earth (Revelation 8:2). When the seventh angel sounded his
trumpet John heard loud voices in heaven. Previously John had most often heard
individual voices declaring God’s plans (compare Revelation 1:10; 4:1; 5:2, 11, 12; 6:6,
10; 7:2, 10; 8:13; 11:12). Here, however, there are multiple voices joining in what seems
to be a chorus, truly a “hallelujah” chorus proclaiming the reign of Jesus Christ.
The voices declared that the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of God and
His anointed one, Jesus Christ (11:15b).
John heard the heavenly voices declare, “The kingdom of the world has become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ!” Earth’s kingdoms, viewed as one unified
world system, will on that day succumb to the sovereign authority of God. The earthly
kingdom will be transferred from human and demonic control (compare John 12:31;
16:11; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2) to the control of the Creator. The Lord, that is
God the Father, will take over the rule of this world. He will do so in union with His
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anointed Son, Jesus Christ. It’s through the Messiah that God will mediate His divine
rule over the world in a future, physical, earthly kingdom. The seventh Trumpet
Judgment announces the certainty of this change from corrupt human rule to the
righteous rule of Jesus Christ.
The voices further declared that Jesus Christ will reign forever and ever (11:15c).
The chorus of voices added, “And he will reign forever and ever.” The singular
verb “he will reign” seems to focus on Jesus Christ as the immediate ruler on behalf of
the Father. Jesus’ rule will be everlasting. The eternal nature of Christ’s rule doesn’t
conflict with His prophesied thousand-year reign (Revelation 20:4). Instead, the
millennial reign of Jesus Christ will serve as an introductory phase of His eternal reign.
Jesus Christ will reign. His reign will be eternal. The Lamb is Lord.
The twenty-four elders—heaven’s inhabitants will break out
in worship because of Christ’s imminent reign on earth (11:16-18).
What will seem devastating to rebellious humankind will prompt the praise of
heaven. Jesus’ imminent reign is worthy of celebration on the part of those who know
Him.
The twenty-four elders around the throne of God in heaven fell on their faces and
worshiped God (11:16).
The twenty-four elders who were first introduced in Revelation 4:4 apparently
represent redeemed human beings. These elders who surround the throne of God
regularly engage in heartfelt, humble worship (Revelation 4:10-11; 5:5, 8, 14; 19:4). On
the occasion of the sounding of the seventh trumpet these elders will move from their
seated positions on their thrones to facedown worship of God.
The twenty-four elders praised God for taking over the reign of the earth, judging the
wicked and rewarding the righteous (11:17-18).
In their expression of worship the twenty-four elders give thanks to the Lord God
Almighty—a fitting title for both the Father and the Son—emphasizing God’s power and
authority. They acknowledge Him as “the one who is,” “the one who was,” and
(according to many early manuscripts) “the one who is coming.” In other words, God is
eternal and therefore eternally worthy of worship. The elders give thanks because this
worthy God has at last taken His great power and used it to begin His reign over the
earth. The elders declare these actions as accomplished facts, so certain are they of their
fulfillment. Then, referencing Psalm 2, the elders point out that the nations of the earth
were filled with wrath toward God but now God’s wrath toward His rebellious creatures
has arrived. The time of judgment has come. The dead will be judged. To the righteous
dead—God’s servants, the prophets, the saints, and all who fear His name, both small and
great—God will grant His reward. But in that future day the Lord Jesus Christ will bring
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destruction on those who are destroying the earth by their rebellious ways. The earthly
reign of Jesus Christ will bring about justice and redemption. His coming is drawing
near. His return is imminent and His reign is certain. The Lamb is Lord.
The temple in heaven—earth’s inhabitants will become
powerfully aware of the powerful presence of God in heaven (11:19).
The return of Jesus Christ to reign on the earth is closely connected with the
opening of the temple in heaven. It’s as if the glory of God resident in the Holy of Holies
will burst forth in the person of Jesus Christ who will come back to earth.
The temple in heaven was opened, revealing the heavenly ark of the covenant (11:19a).
Revelation 11:1-2 described the measuring of a future temple on earth. However,
there is also a temple in heaven. In fact, the earthly temple is merely a copy of that
heavenly temple (Hebrews 8:5). John describes this temple in heaven as God’s temple.
It serves, as did the earthly temple in a limited way, as the focal point of God’s revealed
presence and power. The Ark of the Covenant served as the throne of God, the seat of
His glory. The temple in heaven also contains an Ark of the Covenant which will
become visible when that temple is opened in preparation for Jesus’ return. Jesus Christ
will return to this world in the fullness of the glory of God’s powerful presence.
A series of powerful natural phenomena on earth accompanied the opening of the
temple in heaven (11:19b).
The powerful presence of God revealed in Jesus Christ at His return will be
evidenced through a number of powerful displays. The earth will see and hear lightning,
voices, thunder, an earthquake, and great hail. These elements will serve to shake the
people living on earth in that day into a conscious recognition that the Lord is coming
into this world. The powerful presence of God in Jesus Christ will be revealed
powerfully for all to see. Jesus is coming again. The Lamb is Lord. Therefore, we
would be wise to submit to His rule over our lives today.
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The Woman, the Dragon, and the War in Heaven
(Revelation 12:1-9)
When assembling a jigsaw puzzle it’s always best to start with the border and the
most obvious elements of the scene. When interpreting Revelation 12:1-9 it’s best to
start with the most obvious characters in the text. For example, the dragon in verse 3 is
identified as Satan in verse 9. The male child in verse 5 is described as ruling the nations
with an iron scepter, a clear reference to Jesus Christ when compared with Psalm 2:9,
Revelation 2:27, and Revelation 19:15. With these pieces of the puzzle in place, the rest
of Revelation 12:1-9 becomes easier to interpret. As a whole, this passage describes the
ancient and future conflict between Satan, God, God’s Son, and God’s chosen people. In
it we gain a heightened awareness of the spiritual battle and a stronger sense of Christ’s
victory. The Lamb is Lord!
A woman—God’s chosen
people are glorious in His sight (12:1-2).
This chapter begins with a sign in the form of a woman. This woman is glorious
in appearance and she is expecting a child. Symbolically, this woman refers to the nation
of Israel.
John saw a symbolic woman clothed with the sun, standing on the moon, and wearing
a crown with twelve stars (12:1).
Verse 1 clearly states that this part of John’s vision is a great sign, that is,
something with great significance that’s to be interpreted symbolically. It’s best to
interpret these passages literally unless there’s good reason to interpret them as symbols.
In this case, symbolism is clearly in view. John saw this vision in heaven, that is, from
the vantage point of heaven even though the events take place on earth. In this vision
John saw a woman. This woman was clothed with the sun. She had the moon beneath
her feet and was wearing a crown consisting of twelve stars on her head. The immediate
impression from this description is one of glorious splendor. But who is this woman?
Because she gives birth to the Messiah (verse 5), some have taken her to be Mary the
mother of Jesus. However, the woman also flees into the desert after the ascension of
Jesus and is present in the future days leading up to the return of Christ. Therefore, a
specific woman like Mary doesn’t make for a satisfying interpretation. The woman
symbolizes something else.
The imagery of the sun, moon, and stars is reminiscent of Joseph’s dream about
his father, mother, and brothers in Genesis 37:9-11—the progenitors of the nation of
Israel. Furthermore, the Old Testament often describes Israel as a woman, the wife of
Yahweh God (Isaiah 54:5-6; Jeremiah 31:31-32; Ezekiel 16:8; Hosea 2:16). In a national
sense, Israel formed the ancestry of the Messiah, the male child born to this glorious
woman. Taken together, these indicators point to the woman as a symbolic
representation of the nation of Israel, God’s chosen people. From the vantage point of
heaven, Israel is glorious in God’s sight. She wears the sun, symbolic of her radiant
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relationship to God (compare Revelation 1:16; 10:1). The moon upon which she stands
may be symbolic of permanence or stability (compare Psalm 72:5; 89:37) as well as glory
(1 Corinthians 15:41). The stars likewise reveal the glory of the Creator (1 Corinthians
15:41) and because there are twelve stars in the woman’s crown these probably
symbolize the twelve tribes of Israel. The crown is that of one who has been victorious.
In spite of Israel’s spiritual lapses, God sees her as a glorious woman who ultimately is
victorious because of the birth of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
The woman was expecting a child and cried out from her birth pains (12:2).
In John’s vision the glorious woman is pregnant. Her time for delivery is so near
that she’s already crying out from birth pains. Literally, she is “distressed” in her
delivery. The arrival of her child, the Messiah, will be met with great difficulty.
Historically, the Jewish people have suffered greatly including the years of exile leading
up to the time of Christ’s birth. But the fact that God’s Messiah would enter this world
through the nation of Israel adds to the glorious nature of the woman in John’s vision.
God views His chosen people as glorious in His sight. Although this woman is not
properly identified with the church, since the church didn’t contribute to the birth of the
Messiah, the parallel truth that God views His people today as glorious should encourage
all believers in their walk with Jesus.
A dragon—God’s enemy
is bent on destruction (12:3-4).
The next character in this passage is a great red dragon. Like the woman, the
dragon is designated as a sign. The dragon is symbolic of God’s ancient enemy, Satan.
John saw a symbolic red dragon with seven heads, ten horns, and seven crowns (12:3).
From his vantage point in heaven John saw another sign similar in significance to
the woman who symbolized the nation of Israel. This second sign was a great red
dragon. It was great in size as well as power. Its color, red, stands for its deadly nature.
The dragon had seven heads, ten horns, and seven crowns on its heads. These
descriptions are similar to those in the book of Daniel. Daniel 7:6 describes a beast with
four heads, the heads each representing four regions ruled by four powerful rulers. In
Daniel’s prophecies, horns represented powerful kings and their kingdoms (Daniel 7:24;
8:21-22).
The great red dragon in John’s vision is clearly identified as Satan (Revelation
12:9). The seven heads would represent seven national entities, destructive kingdoms
and their kings empowered by Satan. These seven kingdoms probably dominate the
world scene in succession and could be identified with ancient Egypt, Assyria, Babylon,
Persia, Greece, Rome, and a future kingdom much like Rome (compare Revelation 17:910). The ten horns, like the ten horns on the beast in Daniel’s vision (Daniel 7:7-8, 20,
24), refer to ten powerful kings who will rule simultaneously over the last world empire
(compare Revelation 17:12). The seven heads, or world empires, will wear seven
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crowns. The word for crowns in this verse refers to a crown of royal authority, a king’s
crown in contrast to a victor’s crown. The fact that these crowns rest upon the dragon’s
“heads” (plural) seems to indicate that each head carries a crown, that is, each world
empire exerts political dominance. Taken as a whole, the symbolic red dragon stands for
Satan and his empowerment of the dominant world empires led by powerful human
kings. These empires will culminate in a future empire that makes a last stand against the
Lord Jesus Christ at His return.
The dragon’s tail drew one third of the stars from heaven and threw them to the earth
(12:4a).
Stars sometimes refer to angelic beings (Job 38:7; Revelation 9:1). Since the
great red dragon is described as a sign, a symbol, it seems that these stars are not physical
stars but are instead symbolic of angelic beings. The dragon’s tail sweeps one-third of
the stars from heaven to earth. According to verse 8, Satan’s angels will lose their place
in heaven. Verse 4, therefore, describes a time in which Satan drew one-third of the
angels away from their favored position in heaven and landed them in a position of evil
influence on the earth. When Satan rebelled against God he enticed one-third of the
angels to follow him in his nefarious plot.
The dragon stood in front of the woman with the intention of devouring her child
(12:4b).
Next the dragon, Satan, having rebelled against God and taken other angelic
beings with him took his position in front of the woman, national Israel, to devour her
child. Satan’s plan to thwart God’s redemptive purpose for humankind involved an
attempt to destroy the Messiah before He could die sacrificially for human sin. Satan has
constantly attempted to interfere with God’s redemptive plan. When Herod the Great
issued the order to kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem, Satan was clearly behind this
king’s actions (Matthew 2:16-18). But God would protect His Messiah. The dragon,
Satan, is bent on destruction at every turn, but God is still in control.
A male child—God’s Messiah
fulfilled His redemptive purpose (12:5-6).
While the woman and the dragon are designated as signs, the male child carries
no such designation. Instead, this character in the drama is a literal individual, Jesus
Christ. Jesus fulfilled His redemptive purpose and was consequently caught up to
heaven.
The woman gave birth to a son who will rule the nations and whom God snatched up to
His throne in heaven (12:5).
The woman gave birth to a son, a male child (Isaiah 9:6)—the masculine gender
emphasizes the identity of this child as an individual rather than a group of people. The
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woman, as previously indicated, refers to national Israel, so the child born to the woman
was a Jewish baby boy. This baby boy is described as one who “is about to shepherd all
the nations with an iron rod.” To shepherd is to rule, often with gentleness but, when
necessary, with power. An iron rod refers to a firm and just rule. This male child will
rule over all the nations. His reach will be global. By comparing Psalm 2:9, Revelation
2:27, and Revelation 19:15 it becomes obvious that the woman’s child is the Messiah,
Jesus Christ. Following Jesus’ birth he was eventually “snatched up” to God’s throne, a
reference to Jesus’ ascension and exaltation (Acts1:9; Philippians 2:9-11). The fact that
no mention is made of Jesus’ earthly ministry, death, or resurrection implies that these
events, far from being insignificant, were book cased by His birth and ascension for a
reason. They were accomplished facts. Jesus fulfilled His redemptive work at His first
coming and was taken up to heaven. Jesus, the Lamb of God, is Lord over the whole
earth. He will reign as a shepherd-king with gentleness, justice, and power.
The woman will flee into the desert where God will protect her for 1,260 days (12:6).
Following the woman’s delivery of her son she will find it necessary to flee into
the desert (Matthew 24:15-20). The reference to 1,260 days places this event in the
future (compare Revelation 11:2, 3; 12:14; 13:5). Satan will intensity his persecution of
God’s chosen people, national Israel, as the return of Jesus Christ approaches. But God
will prepare a place of refuge for the Jews in that day, a place both remote and secure.
He may work through the geo-politics of that day but will nonetheless protect His people.
In that place of protection “they,” probably a reference to both God the Father and God
the Son, will sustain the chosen people for what is likely the last three and a half years
leading up to Jesus’ second coming. Having fulfilled His redemptive work at His first
coming, Jesus Christ will rule as Lord over all the nations at His second coming.

A war in heaven—God’s
enemy faces certain defeat (12:7-9).
The cosmic spiritual battle between God and Satan and good and evil will enter a
new phase in that future day. At that time Satan will be forever restricted from having
access to heaven and heaven’s Creator.
Michael and his angels will defeat the dragon and his angels in a battle in heaven
(12:7-8).
Half way through the Tribulation Period, three and a half years before the return
of Jesus Christ, a great war will break out in heaven. The holy angels under the
leadership of the archangel Michael (Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 9) will make war with
the fallen angels under the leadership of the dragon, Satan. The dragon and his angels
will fight back with all their might, but they won’t win this powerful spiritual war. They
will no longer have access to heaven where Satan has accused God’s people day and
night (Revelation 12:10; compare Job 1:6-11; 2:1-5).
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The dragon—Satan—and his angels will be thrown out of heaven to the earth (12:9).
Having lost the war in heaven, Satan will be thrown down to the earth where his
hatred for God’s people will be intensified. The dragon is here identified as “the ancient
serpent,” pointing back to Genesis 23:1-7 (compare 2 Corinthians 11:3). He is also called
“the devil,” meaning one who slanders others, as well as “Satan,” meaning adversary.
The dragon is characterized by deceit—he’s deceived the entire inhabited world down
through the centuries. Through his deceit he’s convinced people that life is better without
God’s authority. All false ideologies, philosophies, religions, and worldviews have their
source, often imperceptibly, in Satan (John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 4:4).
Satan will be thrown down from heave along with the wicked angels who
followed in his rebellion. The war in heaven will end. Satan will be defeated. God will
prevail. However, the spiritual war on earth will continue for a brief time more until
Jesus returns and establishes His kingdom on earth. Until that time God’s people can rest
assured that the Lamb is Lord, that Jesus Christ will reign, that right will win over
unrighteousness, and that life is far better under the rule of God than that of self or Satan.
The enemy’s defeat is certain and the Lord’s victory is sure. When we gain a heightened
awareness of the spiritual battle we’ll also gain a stronger sense of Christ’s victory. The
Lamb is Lord!
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The Woman, the Dragon, and the War on Earth
(Revelation 12:10-17)
Revelation 12:1-9 describes a war in heaven between God, God’s people, and
Satan with the Messiah, Jesus Christ, at the center of the conflict. An outcome of that
heavenly conflict will be the expulsion of Satan from access to God’s heaven. Satan will
be thrown to the earth in those final months leading up to the return of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 12:10-17 describes the celebration that will take place in heaven and the
spiritual battle that will take place on earth in that day. The dragon, Satan, will continue
to pursue the woman, the Jewish people. But God will protect His chosen people,
preserving the Jews until the very end. This passage reminds us that, although there are
severe trials God’s people can always count on God to see them through. This lesson
will be true of the Jewish people in the future and it’s true of Christians today.

Praise in heaven—Satan is a
defeated foe whom we need not fear (12:10-12).
Because Satan is evil his access to heaven, by God’s sovereign permission, has no
doubt tainted the joy of those who dwell there—angelic beings and human beings alike.
It’s no wonder, then, that heaven’s inhabitants will celebrate Satan’s future expulsion
from heaven.
Heaven will praise God because the accuser of God’s people will be thrown down
(12:10).
Once again John heard a loud voice in heaven although he doesn’t state who was
speaking. The reference to “our brothers” indicates that this voice was representative of
human beings who had arrived in heaven, possibly through martyrdom (compare
Revelation 6:10). This voice declared that “now” (probably anticipating the rapidly
approaching reign of Jesus Christ on earth as an accomplished fact) the “salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God has come.” “Salvation” refers to both physical
deliverance from the trials of the Tribulation Period as well as the spiritual deliverance
from Satan’s influence. “Power” refers to that future culmination of God’s work in
fulfilling His redemptive plan. The “kingdom,” God’s rule over His creation, here has as
its focus the earthly messianic kingdom under “the authority” of the Messiah, Jesus
Christ. In other words, the culmination of human history in the arrival on earth of Jesus
Christ as King was about to transpire, thereby causing great celebration in heaven.
Another reason for this great celebration will be the expulsion of Satan from
heaven. Revelation 12:9 states that as a result of the war in heaven Satan will be cast
down to earth. Here in verse 10 Satan is called “the accuser of our brothers.” Prior to his
expulsion from heaven Satan was constantly—day and night—accusing God’s people.
Job 1-2 gives us a peek into this condemning work of Satan and God’s willingness to
tolerate Satan’s accusations. However, Job 16:19-21 records Job’s confidence in a
heavenly advocate and intercessor. Job took comfort in knowing that God was on his
side. According to 1 John 2:1 our advocate is none other than “Jesus Christ, the
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Righteous One.” Because Jesus paid for our sins on the cross He rightly stands as our
defense attorney, exonerating us in the presence of God the Father in the face of Satan’s
accusations. We also have an advocate in the indwelling Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17, 26;
15:26; 16:7). The accusations of the enemy carry no weight in the law court of God
because through faith we have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ. In the future
Satan will no longer be given access to heaven and his work of accusing God’s people
will forever be silenced. Therefore, heaven will rejoice.
Heaven will praise God because God’s people will overcome the accuser by the blood of
the Lamb (12:11).
Victory over Satan is possible only through the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ.
His death on the cross won our victory over sin and Satan, removing the penalty for sin
and restoring righteousness to all who believe. It’s through the blood of Jesus Christ that
God’s people can declare victory, that is, “the word of their testimony.” All who have
received Jesus Christ by faith—past, present, and future—make the blood of Jesus Christ
the focus of their testimony of victory over sin and Satan. Many, including many during
the future Tribulation Period, demonstrate this testimony of faith in the face of death
itself. “They did not love their lives unto death,” meaning that they valued their faith in
Jesus Christ even more than life itself. Such should be the attitude of all true believers.
Victory over Satan through the shed blood of the Lamb is a cause for celebration in
heaven.
Heaven will praise God because the accuser’s time is short (12:12).
The voice that announced the defeat of Satan next invited the heavens and all who
dwell in them to rejoice. Human beings and angelic beings alike could at last join in
praise over the defeat of Satan. However, the earth would now experience Satan’s
harshest vengeance. Because Satan, “the devil,” will be thrown down from heaven to
earth his anger will reach its peak because he will recognize “that he has a short time.”
Satan’s expulsion from heaven will mark the rapidly approaching return of Jesus Christ
and Satan’s consequent confinement in the Abyss (Revelation 20:1-3). The time between
Satan’s expulsion and confinement will encompass the last three and a half years of the
Tribulation Period (Revelation 12:14). Satan will unleash his fury on God’s people in
those days in unparalleled ways, but his time is limited and he will be defeated. Heaven
will rejoice because Satan’s time is short. Satan is a defeated foe whom we need not fear.

War on earth—Satan is a dangerous
foe whom we dare not disregard (12:13-17).
Although Satan is a defeated foe whom we need not fear, we would be unwise to
underestimate his power and influence in our lives. God’s people find themselves in the
midst of an ongoing spiritual battle. Satan’s future expulsion from heaven will
immensely intensify his war on earth. Even today Christians must pay attention to the

99

realities of this spiritual conflict and lean entirely on Jesus Christ for strength, stability,
and victory.
The dragon, having been thrown to the earth, will pursue the woman intending to
destroy her (12:13).
Based on the description of the dragon in Revelation 12:9 and that of the woman
in Revelation 12:1-2, the conflict between these two symbolic personalities reflects the
warfare between Satan and the nation of Israel, God’s chosen people. The dragon will be
thrown from heaven to earth. In his rage he will pursue the woman, the nation of Israel.
His intent, of course, will be to hurt that which is precious to God and thereby inflict as
much harm as possible. He may also imagine that by destroying the Jewish people he
may interrupt and defeat God’s redemptive plan.
The woman, having been given two eagle wings, will escape into the desert where she
will be fed for three and half years (12:14).
During the last three and a half years of the future Tribulation Period the nation of
Israel will be the subject of Satan’s fiercest attacks. However, Israel—the woman—will
be given “two wings of a great eagle” so that she can fly into the desert for safety. The
symbolism of an eagle’s wings points back to ancient Israel’s flight from hardship in
Egypt (Exodus 19:4), indicating swift, secure deliverance. God will provide a way of
escape for His people from Satan’s destructive plans. He will also provide a place of
escape, a desert or wilderness experience much like that of ancient Israel. Jesus warned
that those who live in that future day of hardship should flee to the mountains as a place
of escape (Matthew 24:16). In that setting God will feed His people, providing for their
physical needs and protecting them from “the face of the serpent.” Just as God provided
manna in the wilderness for His ancient people after their escape from Egypt, He will
provide food and shelter for His future people during the time of Great Tribulation. This
period of protection will last for “a time, times, and half of a time,” a period equivalent to
the 1,290 days, the forty-two months, and the three and a half years prior to the second
coming of Jesus Christ (compare Daniel 7:25; 9:27; 12:11; Revelation 11:2-3; 12:6;
13:5).
The dragon, having been eluded by the woman, will attempt to destroy her by expelling
a torrential river of water from his mouth (12:15).
Satan won’t be content to let the nation of Israel escape his evil clutches. As the
woman flees into her desert hideaway the dragon will spew from his mouth “water as a
river” in order to carry her away in its flood. This torrential river may indeed be a literal
flood of water, but since it proceeds from the mouth of the dragon, symbolic of Satan, it
seems best to take this river as a symbol of a Satan-inspired army (compare Jeremiah
46:7-8; 47:1-13). The nations of the earth will turn against national Israel at the
command of Satan.
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The earth, helping the woman, will open its mouth and swallow the river that will come
from the dragon’s mouth (12:16).
In spite of a future global effort to eliminate national Israel from the face of the
earth, God will protect His chosen people. The “earth” will help the woman in her flight
by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that will proceed from the dragon’s
mouth. It may be that God will prevent Satan’s armies from reaching Israel in her hiding
place by throwing up protective barriers in the form of geological eruptions. According
to Exodus 15:12, God protected the ancient Israelites from the approach of Egypt’s army
by opening His hand and allowing the earth to swallow it up. The waters of the Red Sea
engulfed the Egyptians, allowing the Israelites to escape unharmed. Something like this
will occur again in the future. God will protect and preserve His chosen people.
The dragon, enraged over the woman’s deliverance, will go away and make war with
the rest of her children (12:17).
Because the dragon will be unable to destroy the woman—because Satan will be
unable to destroy the nation of Israel—his wrath will increase all the more. In that day
Satan will abandon his effort to destroy national Israel and will instead “make war with
the rest of her seed.” Those who will become the object of Satan’s wrath are described as
“the rest,” a word for a remnant of people. They are those who “obey God’s
commandments” and “have the testimony of Jesus.” In other words, there will be a
remnant of physical descendants of Israel who are not among those who flee into the
desert and will become the objects of Satan’s wrath. Those who are protected in the
desert constitute the identifiable nation of Israel in that day, but many Jews scattered
throughout the world will in fact be subject to severe persecution. This remnant may
include the 144,000 Jewish missionaries (Revelation 7:1-8; 14:1-5) but will also include a
great number of other Jews included in the great multitude of Revelation 7:9. According
to Zechariah 13:8-9 fully two-thirds of the Jews living in that future Tribulation Period
will be killed, but God will preserve His chosen people as an identifiable nation that will
turn to faith in Jesus as its Messiah (Zechariah 12:10-13; Romans 11:26-27). Although
this persecution will be specifically aimed at Jewish believers, Gentile believers will no
doubt suffer in the fray.
Satan is a harsh enemy. We dare not underestimate his power or disregard his
hatred for those who love God. In that future day Satan’s wrath will reach its climax, but
even today Christians must stay on guard against this enemy of our souls. While we
guard against the schemes of Satan we remember that Satan is a defeated foe. Jesus is
our victorious Lord. Our victory is secure in Him. Although we may face severe trials
God’s people can always count on God to see us through.
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The Beast out of the Sea—the Antichrist
(Revelation 13:1-10)
It should come as no surprise to careful readers that the Bible describes the evil
enemies of God as monstrous beasts. Daniel 7:1-14 presents four world empires as four
ferocious beasts coming out of the sea. Revelation 11:7 states that a beast coming out of
the Abyss, likely a reference to Satan, will attack and kill God’s two special witnesses.
Revelation 13:1 introduces a beast coming out of the sea and Revelation 13:11 introduces
a beast coming out of the earth. In both cases these beasts possess a frightening
countenance and symbolize future actors on the human stage. The first of these two
beasts can be designated as the Antichrist, while the second the False Prophet. Although
John never uses the word “antichrist” in the book of Revelation he does use it in his
epistles (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7). The term can apply to anyone who rejects Jesus
Christ, but more specifically applies to a future individual who embodies deep hatred for
the Messiah. The word itself means one who is opposed to Christ or even tries to take the
place of Christ. The beast that rises out of the sea certainly fits this description. While
this beast’s description presents some challenges of interpretation, there are a number of
facts that become clear when compared with others passages of God’s Word. Like many
of the interludes in Revelation this passage reminds us that while evil seems
overwhelming, God’s people will triumph in the end.

The Antichrist will be an awe inspiring
beast—evil always seeks to steal worship from God (13:1-4).
Although to human appearances the Antichrist will be an attractive world leader,
through the eyes of faith his nature as a monstrous beast becomes evident. This future
world ruler will blaspheme God and demand, beyond mere allegiance, the worship of
earth’s inhabitants.
John saw a beast emerge from the sea having ten horns, seven heads, and ten crowns
(13:1).
The opening sentence of verse 1 could serve as a conclusion to the previous
chapter or an introduction to chapter 13. It could also read either “I stood on the sand of
the sea,” referring to John or “He stood on the sand of the sea,” referring to the dragon
since different copies of the text preserve both versions. Because John’s previous
vantage point had been in heaven (Revelation 12:1), it makes sense to have him state his
changed perspective for this next vision, making the first version preferable.
John saw “a beast coming out of the sea.” The sea might refer to the sea of
humanity, the Gentile population (compare “waters” in Revelation 17:15). However, in
the Old Testament the sea stood for chaos (Genesis 1:2), danger (Psalm 74:13-14), and
spiritual unrest (Isaiah 57:20). The fact that beast will emerge from the sea seems to
indicate that this beast will be both fearsome in its origin as well as its appearance.
The beast out of the sea will have “ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on
his horns.” The symbolism of heads, horns, and crowns is prevalent in apocalyptic
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writings and usually refers to national entities, their rulers, or both. In Daniel 7:7 the
fourth beast, representing the Roman Empire, had ten horns which were ten kings (Daniel
7:24). In Revelation 12:3 the dragon, Satan, has seven heads, ten horns, and seven
crowns—identical to the beast out of the sea except for the number and location of
crowns (the dragon’s seven crowns were on its seven heads, whereas the beast’s ten
crowns are on its ten horns). In another context seven heads refer to seven successive
kings and consequently their kingdoms and may refer to the series of empires that
oppressed God’s chosen people—Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and a
future global empire (Revelation 17:9-10). Therefore, the beast out of the sea will be an
individual who encompasses and personifies the worst of world domination and the
oppression of God’s people. Each of its seven heads bears a blasphemous name, meaning
that each successive empire resisted the true and living God. The beast’s ten horns with
ten crowns of regal authority could refer to ten lesser kings who comprise the beast’s
future empire. This Antichrist will wield great control over rulers and people alike.
The beast resembled a compilation of fierce animals and received its power from the
dragon (13:2).
The beast out of the sea possesses traits that are like three other animals. It’s like
a leopard, apparently a reference to its speed of conquest. It has feet like a bear, powerful
and destructive. It also has a mouth like that of a lion, a majestic beast with a bloodcurdling roar. In Daniel 7:3-7 these same three animals, in reverse order, symbolize
Babylon (the lion), Persia (the bear), and Greece (the leopard). Daniel’s prophecy also
included a fourth animal that defied comparison and referred to Rome. The beast from
the sea, the Antichrist, will possess characteristics of all of these world empires and will,
in a way, serve as an extension of the fourth empire, Rome. In addition to these ferocious
qualities the Antichrist will receive his power, his throne, and his authority from none
other than the dragon, Satan.
The beast was healed from a deadly wound to one of its heads, causing the whole world
to be amazed (13:3).
One of the beast’s seven heads received a deadly blow. The original text says that
it was “as having been slain” unto death, a phrase used in Revelation 5:6 to describe
Jesus’ death. Since Jesus’ death was a real death, followed by resurrection, the death of
one of the beast’s heads must also be a real death, not merely an appearance of death.
Does this mean that the Antichrist will be killed and raised again to life? If so, his role as
a replacement for the true Christ would carry significant influence—death followed by
resurrection. However, only God can raise the dead to life and this doesn’t seem to be
the case with the beast. Since the whole beast didn’t die, simply one of its heads, it
seems better to see here a reference to the death and restoration of a world empire. The
last of the ancient empires in Daniel’s prophecies was Rome, which did die historically.
For Rome to be restored as a global empire in the future would fulfill Revelation 13:3 and
astonish the inhabitants of earth. The Antichrist will, therefore, rule over a restored
Roman Empire. In many ways, the seeds of ancient Rome have always influenced
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western nations, so the future Antichrist will likely come from the western world and
maintain a political base in the west.
The whole world worshiped the dragon and the beast for its irrepressible power (13:4).
While the Antichrist appears like a monstrous beast to those who see him through
the eyes of faith, he will be an attractive personality to the world. When he comes on the
scene as the leader of a global empire people will praise both him and the one who
empowers him. People will actually worship the dragon for giving the beast his
authority. They will also worship the beast, admitting that no one is like him and no one
can resist him militarily. According to 2 Thessalonians 2:4 the Antichrist will proclaim
himself to be God and demand worship, worship which the unbelieving world will be all
too ready to render. Evil always seeks to steal worship from the true and living God.

The Antichrist will be a blasphemous beast—
evil always demeans God’s reputation and God’s people (13:5-6).
To demand worship is certainly a blasphemous act. The beast out of the sea will
engage in even more blasphemy. In fact, blasphemy will characterize his message.
The beast was given a mouth to speak blasphemies and authority to act for forty-two
months (13:5).
The beast out of the sea will be given, presumably by God through His sovereign
permission, a mouth to speak great blasphemies. In the same way, through God’s
sovereign permission the beast will be given authority to carry out his nefarious work.
However, the beast’s time is limited to forty-two months, the last three and a half years of
the Tribulation Period. Apparently the Antichrist will broker a peace deal at the
beginning of the Tribulation Period, catapulting him to prominence (Daniel 9:26-27).
Midway through that period he’ll gain world dominance and demand worship. Daniel
7:8 refers to the Antichrist as a “little horn” that will have a mouth that speaks boastful
words. These boastful words will be blasphemous because he will claim the right to be
worshiped, a right that belongs to God alone.
The beast blasphemed God’s name, God’s tabernacle, and those living in heaven
(13:6).
To blaspheme is to speak evil of that which is good. The target of the beast’s
blasphemy will, of course, be God Himself. He will deny God’s goodness, demeaning
the name—the very character—of God. In addition the beast will blaspheme God’s
tabernacle, His heavenly dwelling place as well as those who dwell (literally
“tabernacle”) there. Those who call heaven their home—angels and people, particularly
the martyrs—will become the brunt of the Antichrist’s irreverent verbal attacks. He’ll
demean God’s reputation and His people, thereby attempting to elevate his own prestige.
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The Antichrist will be a powerful beast—
evil always attempts to dominate and destroy (13:7-9).
How will the Antichrist manage to command the worship of the entire world? He
will, by the power of the dragon, control the military might of his oppressive regime.
The beast was given freedom to defeat God’s people and authority to rule over the
entire world (13:7).
Just as the beast will be given by God’s sovereign permission both a mouth to
speak blasphemy and authority to operate (verse 5), so likewise he will be given the
ability to wage war against God’s holy people (literally “the saints”). The beast will
actually become victorious over the saints militarily, although of course the saints prevail
at the spiritual level. The scope of the beast’s power will be all inclusive. He will be
given authority over “every tribe, people, language, and nation.” Although Jesus died to
redeem people from this same scope of humanity (Revelation 5:9), the Antichrist will
usurp Christ’s right to rule—at least temporarily.
Everyone on earth, apart from those whose names have been written in the Lamb’s
book of life, will worship the beast (13:8-9).
So powerful will be the Antichrist that everyone living on earth in that future day
will worship him. This universal worship of the beast will include, of course, only those
“whose names have not been written in the book of life” (compare Revelation 3:5). This
book belongs to “the Lamb who was slain.” Those whose names ultimately appear in the
book of life are those who’ve placed their faith in Jesus Christ for eternal salvation. True
believers living on earth during the reign of the Antichrist will not participate in
worshiping him. Their loyalties will remain with Jesus Christ. The phrase “from the
foundation of the world” may refer to its immediate antecedent, meaning that Jesus’
death was anticipated from eternity past (compare Hebrews 4:3). However, based on its
usage in Revelation 17:8 it more likely should be linked with those whose names have or
have not been written in the book of life “from the foundation of the world.” God knows
who will and who won’t respond to the gospel. Obviously, both the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ and the salvation of God’s people are intricately linked.
Verse 9 may point forward to verse 10 as an announcement to pay attention to the
following warning about retribution. However, since the exhortation to listen usually
follows that which is to gain the reader’s attention (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13,
22) it makes better sense to take verse 9 as an announcement to reflect on the previous
verses. Those who have an ear should hear, that is pay attention to, the warnings about
the coming Antichrist.
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The Antichrist will be a doomed
beast—evil will ultimately be defeated (13:10).
While the beast out of the sea will be a ferocious foe to God’s people, believers
can take comfort in knowing that this beast—and evil itself—will be defeated. The Lamb
is Lord.
Those who inflict punishment will themselves be punished (13:10a).
Those destined for captivity will go into captivity and those who kill by the sword
must themselves be killed by the sword. In other words, God will punish those who
inflict punishment on others. The future Antichrist will himself be sent to his doom
(Revelation 19:20). Righteousness will win over evil. Christ will be victorious over the
Antichrist.
God’s sovereign justice serves to strengthen the resolve of His people (13:10).
Because Jesus Christ is our victorious Lord, those who follow Him in that future
day of tribulation will exhibit “endurance” in their trials and remain “faithful.” “This is
the endurance and faithfulness of the saints.” Believers, both future and present, take
comfort in the fact of Jesus’ ultimate victory over sin, Satan, and evil. While evil seems
overwhelming, God’s people will triumph in the end. The Lamb is Lord.
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The Beast out of the Earth—the False Prophet
(Revelation 13:11-18)
A number of commentators have pointed out the comparison between the Holy
Trinity and an unholy trinity that will rise up in the future. The Holy Trinity—God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit—is the only appropriate object of worship.
However, Satan desires to rob God of worship. The future unholy trinity will consist of
three beasts—the beast from the Abyss (Revelation 11:7), the beast from the sea
(Revelation 13:1), and the beast from the earth (Revelation 13:11). We can identify these
three beasts as Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet (compare Revelation 16:13;
20:10). Just as the Holy Spirit directs attention to Jesus Christ (John 16:12-14), so the
False Prophet will direct attention to the Antichrist.
Revelation 13:11-18 describes the beast from the earth. Revelation 19:20
identifies him as the False Prophet. Jesus warned that many false messiahs and false
prophets would dot the pages of human history (Matthew 24:23-25). In the days leading
up to Christ’s return the ultimate Antichrist and False Prophet will take center stage.
Together, under Satan’s lead, they will dominate the political scene, enforce idolatrous
worship, and persecute the true followers of Jesus Christ. Only the return of Jesus Christ
will make it possible to overcome their devious power. While the Antichrist will be
primarily a political and military dictator, the False Prophet will lead the religious charge
in those dire days. From the prediction of the activities of this “beast” we’re reminded
that worship rightly belongs to the Lamb who is Lord. While we’re prone to worship that
which is less, we must reserve worship for God alone.
The False Prophet’s role will be to elevate the Antichrist
(the worship of the Beast)—we tend to worship that which amazes us (13:11-13).
The third beast, the beast from the earth, will mimic the role of the Holy Spirit of
God but instead of pointing people to Jesus Christ he will point the spotlight of worship
on the Antichrist.
The False Prophet will appear gentle but speak blasphemously (13:11).
John saw “another beast,” another similar to the beast that came out of the sea.
The sea represents chaos, danger, and disorder. This next beast came out of the “earth.”
Some see in this a reference to the “land” of Israel, but such an interpretation is too
precise for the context. The earth, in continuity with the chaos of the sea, more likely
refers to the physical, fleshly, un-heavenly origin of this particular world leader. Both
beasts will capitalize on the disastrous condition of the world in that day using physical,
forceful, and even supernatural persuasion. The beast coming up out of the earth will
appear gentler than the Antichrist. He will be more like a lamb, although a lamb bearing
two horns. Horns refer to power. The Antichrist will have ten horns (Revelation 13:1),
while the False Prophet will have but two horns. Apparently the False Prophet’s power
will be much less than that of the Antichrist. However, the False Prophet will speak “like
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a dragon.” Satan is described as a dragon (Revelation 12:9), and his blasphemous words
will characterize both the Antichrist (Revelation 13:5-6) and the False Prophet.
The False Prophet will incite the whole world to worship the Antichrist (13:12).
The False Prophet will be extremely active in the last days. Eight times in this
passage the word for “make” or “do” is ascribed to this beast. All that the False Prophet
“does” takes place on behalf of and under the authority of the Antichrist, the first beast.
Primarily, the False Prophet incites everyone who lives on the earth to worship the
Antichrist. Political loyalty won’t be enough. Religious worship will become a
necessity. Some of the motivation for worshiping the first beast, the Antichrist, will lie in
the fact that this beast had been healed of a deadly blow to the head. Revelation 13:3
describes the death of one of the heads of the seven-headed beast from the sea. Since the
seven heads refer to seven past empires the recovery of this death blow seems to refer to
the restoration of an ancient empire, likely the Roman Empire. The fact that the
Antichrist will revive much of that which characterized ancient Rome in its oppressive
heyday will cause people to wonder at and worship him.
The False Prophet will display supernatural power (13:13).
In addition to highlighting the recovery of the first beast, the False Prophet will
also perform great signs. Included in these miraculous powers will be the ability to call
fire down from heaven onto the earth in the sight of the world’s inhabitants. This power
will mimic that of God’s two faithful witnesses (Revelation 11:5), thereby distracting
people from God’s warnings and justifying, at least in their minds, the validity of
worshiping the Antichrist. The False Prophet, therefore, will have as his primary role the
elevating of the Antichrist so that people will worship him instead of God. People will be
amazed at the Antichrist’s ability to revive a dead empire and the False Prophet’s ability
to work miracles. They’ll all too readily, out of amazement at these things, direct their
worship to the Antichrist. It’s true that we tend to worship that which amazes us. Much
more amazing than anything that the Antichrist and the False Prophet will be able to do is
the power of the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ, who rightly deserves our worship.
The False Prophet’s focus will be to idolize the Antichrist
(the image of the Beast)—we tend to worship that which frightens us (13:14-15).
In order to enhance his plan to incite worship of the Antichrist, the False Prophet
will order the creation of an idolatrous image and bring physical force to bear on
enforcing worship of this image.
The False Prophet will deceive the world into making an idolatrous image of the
Antichrist (13:14).
The beast out of the earth, the False Prophet, will deceive earth’s inhabitants in
that future period leading up to the return of Jesus Christ. His use of miraculous signs
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will convince many that his deceptive message is true. The False Prophet will apparently
be given the power to perform these miracles by God’s permissive will. He’ll perform
these miracles in the presence of the first beast, the beast out of the sea—the Antichrist.
Everything the False Prophet will do will point people toward the Antichrist. This False
Prophet will demand that the people living on earth construct an image of the Antichrist.
Here again emphasis will be placed on the Antichrist’s miraculous revival of a previously
dead empire. Since the Antichrist was responsible for bringing that Rome-like empire
back to life he will become the object of worship. Idolatrous worship always dishonors
God. The image of the Antichrist, mentioned frequently in subsequent verses (Revelation
13:15; 14:9, 11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4) will become an impediment to worshiping the
true God.
The False Prophet will supernaturally empower the idolatrous image to speak and to
order the execution of all who resist (13:15).
The False Prophet will not only order the creation of an image of the Antichrist.
He’ll also animate that image. The False Prophet “will be given,” probably by the
permissive will of God, the ability to give “spirit” or “breath” to the image of the
Antichrist. In this way the image will actually be able to speak. Since God alone can
create life it seems doubtful that the image will become alive. The word “breath” is the
same word translated “spirit” and more likely implies demonic empowerment. In 1
Corinthians 10:19-20 Paul equates idol worship with demonic activity. The future False
Prophet will bring demonic influence to bear in regard to the image of the Antichrist.
Demons will speak through the image, making the image appear to be alive. One of the
messages these demons will declare is a command to execute anyone who refuses to
worship the image of the Antichrist. Those who resist the Antichrist will become the
targets of imperial censure. Specifically, those who believe in the true and living God
and refuse to worship the idolatrous image of the Antichrist will be put to death (compare
Daniel 3:1-11). Many will worship the Antichrist out of fear of death. It’s true that fear
often prompts us to worship. God deserves our reverent fear and He alone deserves our
heartfelt worship. To fear and worship lesser things is to underestimate the power,
majesty, and awesome nature of God.
The False Prophet’s scheme will be to mark all who align with the Antichrist
(the mark of the Beast)—we tend to worship that which satisfies us (13:16-18).
As an additional controlling measure the False Prophet will institute the
application of a mark on those who give their allegiance and worship to the Antichrist.
The False Prophet will force everyone to receive an identifying mark on the right hand
or the forehead (13:16).
The False Prophet will make everyone, people from every societal class—small
and great, rich and poor, free and slaves—receive a mark on their right hand or their
forehead. The 144,000 special witnesses described in Revelation 7:3 will receive God’s
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seal on their foreheads, possibly a visible indicator of their ownership by God. The
followers of the Antichrist will receive a “mark,” a visible symbol of their allegiance to
that future world dictator. What that mark will be is impossible to know, although
suggestions of implanted electronic devices probably overreach the meaning of the word.
The False Prophet will control commerce through the mandatory identifying mark of
the Antichrist (13:17).
The mark of the beast, the visible indicator of loyalty to the Antichrist will
become a condition for commerce. Without the mark, people will not be able to buy or
sell goods. Receiving the mark of the beast will make it possible for people to transact
business and purchase food and the necessities of life. Satisfying personal physical needs
will be impossible without it. John further describes this mark as consisting of the name
of the Antichrist, indicating that the mark carries a personal identification of this beast
out of the sea. This name will be expressed in numbers rather than letters—the number
of his name.
The mark of the Antichrist—the number of the beast out of the sea—will be 666
(13:18).
Revelation 13:18 has fascinated Bible scholars since the earliest times. John
states that wisdom is required for discerning the number of the Antichrist. It requires
rational understanding, as opposed to irrational guesswork. John states that the number
of the beast is the number of a man, an actual, future individual. John then states that the
number of the Antichrist is six hundred sixty-six. There have been any number of
attempts at linking this number with political leaders past and present. It seems that by
replacing the letters of the Antichrist’s name with numbers will in some way make his
identity clear, but that identification will only come when the Antichrist is actually on the
scene. To assign a name to these numbers before that time doesn’t reflect wisdom or
rational understanding. However, in that future day it will become apparent that the
Antichrist, whose name will in some way match up with the number 666, is indeed the
archenemy of God and the counterfeit replacement of Jesus Christ. Because this mark
will be necessary for commerce, satisfying basic human needs will hinge on reception of
the mark of the beast. People will worship the Antichrist out of awe over his power, fear
over his threats, and the necessity of satisfying their basic needs. We tend to worship that
which satisfies our needs. In reality, only God through the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ can truly satisfy our deepest need. Only God deserves our worship. Only the
Lamb who is Lord is worthy of our devotion. While we’re prone to worship that which is
less, we must reserve worship for God alone.
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The 144,000 and the Lamb
(Revelation 14:1-5)
The preceding chapters of Revelation presented so much darkness—judgments,
beasts, idolatry, oppression—it’s as if it was apparent that there needed to be a chapter
with some light. Revelation 14 portrays some of that light by looking ahead to the time
of Christ’s return. As an interlude between series of judgments this chapter anticipates
what will become the reality in later chapters. For now we receive a glimpse into that
glorious future when the Lamb stands among His faithful followers on Mount Zion,
poised to establish His kingdom on earth. Specifically, Revelation 14:1-5 describes the
144,000 faithful, persecution-tried witnesses who will stand firm for Jesus Christ during
the last three and a half years prior to the Second Coming. Their example reminds us that
standing firm for Jesus, the Lamb who is Lord, is the best and only sensible way to live
the Christian life.

A marked life—like the 144,000
witnesses, boldly identify yourself with Jesus (14:1).
The 144,000 witnesses that will stand up for Jesus in the years leading up to His
return will welcome their open, bold identification with Him.
John saw the Lamb, Jesus Christ, standing on Mount Zion (14:1a).
Once again John saw in this ongoing prophetic vision something startling and
impressive—“behold”! He saw the Lamb of God. The Lamb, Jesus Christ, was noted
earlier for His redemptive work and His glorious countenance (Revelation 5:6, 12-13;
7:14). He was seen as ruling from heaven. Now, however, John sees the Lamb on earth,
standing on Mount Zion. While Mount Zion at times carries spiritual, heavenly
connotations (Hebrews 12:22), there’s no reason to take the reference to Mount Zion in
this portrayal of the future as anything other than its literal, physical identification. We
know that Jesus will indeed return to Jerusalem to establish His earthly kingdom
(Zechariah 14:4-5). Mount Zion is another name for Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:6-7; 1 Kings
8:1), the ancient dwelling place of God. The fact that the Lamb will “stand” on Mount
Zion speaks to His authority to rule. This verse looks ahead to the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ, a reminder that the Lamb is Lord.
The 144,000 witnesses stood with the Lamb having His name on their foreheads
(14:1b).
Standing with the Lamb on Mount Zion in that day will be the 144,000 Jewish
witnesses first described in Revelation 7:4-8. These witnesses received a “seal” on their
foreheads (Revelation 7:3). Revelation 14:1 specifies that this seal is the name of the
Lamb and of the Lamb’s Father—God the Son and God the Father. In contrast to the
mark of the beast on the foreheads and hands of those who reject God (Revelation 13:16),
the mark on the foreheads of the 144,000 witnesses will clearly and boldly identify them
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with God. In both cases the mark will likely be a visible indicator of loyalty. The
144,000 are loyal to the Lamb and the Father. Like these witnesses we should boldly
identify ourselves as followers of Jesus Christ through both words and actions. There
should be no doubt in the minds of those who know us that we belong to the Lamb.

A new song—like the 144,000 witnesses,
celebrate your redemption in Jesus (14:2-3).
The arrival of the Lamb on Mount Zion will spark praise in heaven, praise that
will resound on earth.
John heard a mighty melodic heavenly choir (14:2).
In addition to the visual appearance of the Lamb on earth John heard an audible
sound from heaven. This was a powerful sound, resembling that of “many waters” and
“great thunder” (compare Revelation 1:15; 6:1; 19:6). This booming sound had also a
melodious quality, like that of “harpists harping with their harps.” Harps, or lyres, would
have carried a sweet melody and often refer to praise in heaven (Revelation 5:8; 15:2).
The sound from heaven represents a mighty choir, possibly a choir of angelic beings but
more likely that of humans who will suffer persecution on earth during that future period,
the Great Tribulation. The song seems to be focused on redemption, a theme that would
be most appropriate for redeemed people.
The heavenly choir sang a new song that only the 144,000 witnesses could learn (14:3).
The heavenly choir sang “a new song” (compare Revelation 5:9). The song was
new in the sense that it carried a fresh theme, doubtless reflective of the Lamb’s
redemptive work and His presence in the midst of persecution. The heavenly choir sang
this song in front of God’s throne in the presence of the four angelic beings and the elders
who surround the throne. In other words, this song will focus on the glory of God and the
Lamb. Although the choir sang this song in heaven, its words resonated on earth where
the 144,000 witnesses stood in the presence of the Lamb on Mount Zion. The song had
special meaning to these witnesses. They will endure the most severe persecution the
world will ever know and were triumphant. They alone will be able to truly learn the
meaning of this new song since they will be “purchased from the earth.” While every
true believer enters into the redeeming work of Jesus Christ as having been purchased
from sin (Revelation 5:9), these 144,000 witnesses in a unique way will experience the
Lamb’s redemption and preservation in the midst of severe persecution. They alone,
together with the heavenly choir that will likely consist of martyrs, will fully comprehend
this new song. They alone will truly celebrate what the Lamb had done for them.
Although Christians today haven’t experienced the kind of persecution that will
characterize the Great Tribulation of the future, we can still celebrate our redemption
through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb who is Lord.
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A pure reputation—like the 144,000
witnesses, faithfully follow Jesus (14:4-5).
Not only will the 144,000 witnesses survive persecution due to the protection of
the Lamb, they will also display throughout that entire Tribulation Period great strength
of character. They will faithfully follow the Lamb.
The 144,000 witnesses practiced sexual purity (14:4a).
One aspect of the character of the 144,000 witnesses will be their physical purity.
They will not allow themselves to be “defiled” through sexual intercourse. There is
nothing inherently sinful about sex within the proper confines of marriage. However,
there are times when abstinence is more honoring to God (1 Corinthians 7:5). Paul wrote
that abstinence from any marriage relationship can be preferable during times of
persecution (1 Corinthians 7:26-38). Jesus said that there are some who abstain from
marriage for the cause of the Kingdom of heaven (Matthew 19:12). Celibacy, while not
demanded, is admirable especially in difficult days. Revelation 14:4 describes the
144,000 witnesses as “virgins,” that is, celibates. This term may refer to their spiritual
faithfulness, the rejection of idolatry. But the literal sense of virginity fits the context
well. These special witnesses will refrain from marriage and resist sexual temptation in
order to advance the work of God in that future day of persecution.
The 144,000 witnesses followed the Lamb persistently (14:4b).
In addition to their physically pure lifestyle, these 144,000 witnesses will be
known for “following the Lamb” wherever He goes. They will be dedicated disciples
who don’t flinch at standing up for Jesus and taking the path on which He leads them.
Like them, we should be dedicated disciples of Jesus Christ.
The 144,000 witnesses became the first fruit of the redemptive work of the Lamb
(14:4c).
These special witnesses, like all true believers, are purchased (redeemed) by God.
But unlike others, they will be purchased “from among humankind,” hinting at their
special role in that future day of persecution as separated servants of God. Having
survived persecution, they will become “first fruit” to God and to the Lamb. They will be
the first to enter into Christ’s earthly, millennial kingdom soon to be followed by
countless others who put their faith in Jesus Christ.
The 144,000 witnesses maintained a blameless commitment to the truth (14:5).
Finally, these 144,000 witnesses will be known for maintaining a spotless
reputation. They will be brutally honest, even under political pressure, allowing no lie to
come from their mouths. They would never deny Jesus nor teach anything less than the
truth. In this and many other ways they will be “blameless.” Their character will be
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pristine, worthy of emulation. Their example reminds us that standing firm for Jesus, the
Lamb who is Lord, is the best and only sensible way to live the Christian life.
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Three Angelic Warnings
(Revelation 14:6-13)
Angels are messengers. In fact, the word “angel” literally means messenger and
in the Bible usually refers to a messenger from God. Revelation 14:6-13 presents three
messenger angels and their messages to the inhabitants of the earth during the future
Tribulation Period. During that time of trial on earth leading up to the return of Jesus
Christ people will be forced to choose between Christ and the Antichrist. There will be
plenty of opportunity to choose Christ and plenty of pressure to reject Him. The
messages of these three angels will cast that choice in no uncertain terms. To choose
Christ is to choose life. To choose the Antichrist will be to embrace eternity without
Christ, eternal torment. Although this spiritual decision takes on an intensified
importance in those days leading up to Christ’s return, the same decision rests with the
hearts of people today. To receive life and avoid eternal death we must surrender to
Jesus Christ.

The first angel will proclaim the everlasting gospel—
because judgment is coming we should willingly surrender to God (14:6-7).
In the midst of that future Tribulation Period in which evil will reign there’s still
good news. The everlasting gospel offers hope.
John saw an angel flying in midair having the everlasting gospel to proclaim to the
world (14:6).
John saw “another” angel like the angelic messengers he’d seen before in this
revelation from God (Revelation 7:2; 8:2, 3; 10:1). This angel was flying in midair,
literally in mid-heaven, a strategic vantage point for delivering his message. He had the
“eternal gospel” with which “to evangelize.” Both the noun “gospel” and the verb
“evangelize” (“preach”) have at their core the idea of good news. The angel’s audience
will be those who dwell on the earth, people from every nation, tribe, language, and
people group. The content of the angel’s message and how he communicates it is
addressed in the next verse.
The angel warned the world to fear, glorify, and worship the Creator God in light of
impending judgment (14:7).
The task of proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ has been entrusted to His
people. Angelic participation in the spread of the gospel is currently absent or limited at
best. However, in that future day an angel will proclaim the everlasting gospel with “a
great voice.” In some way every inhabitant on earth will hear his message. God by His
grace will extend every opportunity for people to avoid eternal punishment by hearing
and responding to the gospel.
When it comes to the content of the gospel, the good news, we must ask
ourselves, “Good news about what?” The Gospel of the Kingdom is good news about the
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approaching reign of Jesus Christ on earth, a message that was rejected at Christ’s first
coming. The gospel of salvation is the good news about the saving work of Jesus Christ
applied to all who believe in Him (Ephesians 1:13). The everlasting gospel focuses on
the good news that God welcomes worshipers who, by turning to Him, will avoid
judgment. (Obviously each expression of the good news relates to the others in a grand
truth, the gospel.) Revelation 14:7 describes the content of the angel’s message. The
everlasting gospel is both good news and simultaneously a warning for people to escape
judgment by fearing, glorifying, and worshiping God. His hour of judgment is
approaching. He deserves our worship because He is the Creator who made the heavens,
the earth, the sea, and the springs of fresh water. This good news about the Creator God
who demands and deserves our allegiance is everlasting in the sense that it has been the
message of God for rebellious people from eternity past into eternity future. God planned
for our salvation before creation itself and we’ll celebrate our relationship with God
throughout the endless future. Because judgment is coming we should willingly
surrender to God.

The second angel will proclaim the fall of Babylon—because
judgment is coming we should reject the world’s alluring temptations (14:8).
In order for Jesus Christ to establish His kingdom on earth He must first destroy
the opposition. He must neutralize the evil that dominates the world. This evil world
system is sometimes referred to as Babylon.
John saw a second angel who declared the final and decisive fall of Babylon the Great
(14:8a).
In John’s vision a second angel followed the first, appearing in sequence. This
angel’s message involved the fall of Babylon. To emphasize Babylon’s demise the angel
twice declares, “Fallen, fallen!” That which is fallen is “Babylon the Great.” Revelation
17-18 will provided extensive information about the fall of Babylon. Babylon’s
greatness infers its vast influence throughout the world and down through time. Babylon
itself is both a city and the pervasive evil system that emanates from that city. It’s
possible that the name Babylon had become a code word for ancient Rome in the days of
the disciples (compare 1 Peter 5:13). Therefore, this angelic message may have the fall
of a future revived Roman Empire in mind. It’s also possible that Babylon refers literally
to the ancient city located on the Euphrates River, a city that would therefore necessarily
need to be rebuilt in the future. Either way the name Babylon carries heavy spiritual
overtones. Ancient Babylon was the source of some of earth’s earliest organized
rebellion against the rule of God in the world (Genesis 11:1-9). As the seat of the
Babylonian Empire, this city represented the forced oppression of God’s people. Its
influence permeated every succeeding world empire. The future fall of Babylon,
therefore, will include the fall of evil’s grip on the world.
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The second angel described Babylon as having made the nations drink her fornications
and consequently Gods’ wrath (14:8b).
Babylon’s evil influence has touched humankind throughout history and will be
pervasive in the future. The second angel describes Babylon as having made all the
nations drink the wine of her fornication. Literally this verse says that the nations have
drunk from the wine of the wrath of her fornication. The “wrath” seems to refer to God’s
divine wrath, the necessary consequence of having imbibed in Babylon’s “fornication.”
Sexual immorality is a frequent description of spiritual idolatry in the Old Testament.
Babylon promotes idolatrous worship in contrast to worshiping the true God. Those who
worship anything less than God Himself deserve His divine wrath. This angel’s message
is a warning to reject worshiping anything other than God. Because judgment is coming
we should reject the world’s alluring temptations.

The third angel will proclaim that eternal torment
awaits those who reject God—because judgment is
coming we should remain faithful to Jesus Christ (14:9-12).
In contrast to Jesus Christ, the future Antichrist will demand and receive worship
from those living on the earth. However, rejecting God by aligning with the Antichrist
will guarantee eternal torment.
John saw a third angel who warned that those who worship the Antichrist will be
subject to God’s wrath and fiery torment (14:9-10).
The third angel followed the first and second in this sequence of angelic warnings.
Like the first, the third angel will make his message known with a great voice that
presumably will be audible to the whole earth. He will warn against worshiping the
beast, the Antichrist. Those who worship the Antichrist or his image during the future
Tribulation Period, and therefore express their allegiance by receiving the beast’s mark
their forehead or right hand, will be subject to God’s divine wrath. Like those who have
drunk from the wine of Babylon’s fornication they will drink from the wine of the wrath
of God.
Wine is a fitting image of God’s wrath because wine is produced by crushing
grapes and symbolizes the crushing judgment of God. Wine is also intoxicating,
reflecting the spiritually drunken stupor that characterizes those who deserve God’s
judgment. The third angel’s message emphasizes the fact that the wine of God’s wrath
will be an unmixed mixture of wrath. In ancient times it was common to mix wine with
spices to make it more flavorful and to dilute wine with water to lessen its potency.
However, God’s wrath—mixed possibly with spices to make it more intriguing to those
who reject Him—will be full strength, undiluted. The angel uses two different words for
wrath in verse 10. The first emphasizes God’s burning fury, while the second His
smoldering indignation.
The third angel’s message carries this dire warning for those who reject God and
worship the Antichrist. “He will be tormented with fire and sulfur.” This severe
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punishment will take place in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb, indicating
their approval of this just judgment. Fiery judgment, while not a popular concept, is a
frequent description of the eternal punishment of those who reject Jesus Christ (Matthew
25:41, 46; Mark 9:43; Revelation 20:14-15).
The angel further warned that those who worship the Antichrist will experience
endless torment with no hope of relief (14:11).
Those who reject God will not only experience horrible torment, they’ll
experience endless torment. The smoke of their torment will ascend “forever and ever”
with no rest “day and night.” Because they choose to worship the Antichrist instead of
the true Christ, having received the mark of his name instead of the name of the Lamb,
they will be beyond hope and beyond relief for all eternity. This reality should shock
every true believer into a sense of urgency in sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.
John exhorts believers who will live during that day to endure in their commitment to
God’s commands and their faith in Jesus (14:12).
At this point John interjects his own concern for those believers who will live
during that future day of testing. He exhorts these “saints”—and believers in every era—
to endure trials and resist the temptation to cave into the world’s alluring temptations.
True saints are those who obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to Jesus Christ.

A blessing from heaven is the sure
promise for those who die in the Lord (14:13).
Having seen three angelic messengers and heard their warnings, John at last hears
a comforting voice from heaven.
John heard a voice from heaven assuring blessing for those who die in the Lord
(14:13a).
The voice John heard from heaven is likely that of God the Father or God the Son.
This divine voice instructed John to record a blessing. “Blessed are the dead, the ones
who die in the Lord from now on.” “From now on” points ahead to those who will die in
the Tribulation Period because they will remain faithful to the Lamb. Because they will
die “in the Lord” they will receive the blessing of eternal life. Death for the believer is,
in a way, a blessing because it ushers us into the eternal presence of God.
The Holy Spirit affirmed this blessing, assuring future martyrs that they will enjoy rest
and reward (14:13b).
As an unusual occurrence the Holy Spirit also voices this same truth, affirming
the blessing with a hearty “Yes!” The Spirit further declares that those who die in the
Lord will rest from their heavy labors in contrast to unbelievers who will have no rest
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from their torment. In addition, the works of those who are faithful to Jesus Christ will
follow them into eternity, implying rewards for service and obedience in the midst of
severe persecution. Those enduring hardships and persecution can take comfort in
knowing that there is a blessing in death when we know the Lord Jesus Christ as our
Savior. There is relief from pain and suffering and there is rest from the burden of sin in
this world. God will reward His people. The three angelic warnings coupled with God’s
blessing remind us that Jesus Christ offers eternal life. To receive life and avoid eternal
death we must surrender to Jesus Christ.
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The Winepress of God’s Wrath
(Revelation 14:14-20)
God is a loving God. He loves His fallen people so much that He sent His Son,
Jesus, to die in our place. He extends His loving grace to all, offering salvation through
faith alone. There is neither need nor opportunity to achieve salvation through our own
efforts. God has provided everything we need through His Son. However, God is also
just. He must judge sin. Those who reject Jesus stand in open rebellion against their
Creator. To merely overlook sin would be both unjust and unloving. Therefore, God will
judge sin. He will unleash His righteous indignation, His wrath, on all who reject His
love. Romans 1:18 states that God’s wrath is already being revealed from heaven as He
allows recalcitrant sinners to spiral deeper and deeper into their sinful ways. In the future
God will appropriately reveal His wrath by destroying His enemies. When Jesus returns
He will execute the just judgment of God. Revelation 14:14-20 describes that future
judgment as a harvest and a gathering of grapes to be crushed in the winepress of God’s
wrath. It’s a dire warning to all who resist God’s grace. It’s also a promise that God will
exonerate His people, all who receive His Son by faith. By recognizing the righteous
wrath of God we should embrace the gracious love of God.

The Lord is prepared to execute
His just judgment on the earth (14:14).
Jesus Christ is coming again. When He returns He’ll mete out divine judgment
while rescuing His people from persecution. According to Revelation 14:14 Jesus sits
prepared to perform His work of judgment on the earth.
John saw the Son of Man sitting on a white cloud (14:14).
In John’s vision he saw a striking image, emphasized by the exclamatory
“Behold!” What first caught his attention was a white cloud. A white cloud often
represents the purity and the personal presence of God. Seated on the cloud was someone
“like a son of man.” The phrase “Son of Man” has its roots in Daniel 7:13-14, a
prophecy about the future, eternal, messianic king who likewise arrives with the clouds of
heaven. Jesus predicted the same future event (Matthew 24:30; 26:64). This messianic
king is none other than Jesus Christ. He is “like” a son of man in the sense that He
possesses human attributes but is much more than simply a man. He’s the Son of God.
Revelation 1:13 provides definitive proof for identifying this Son of Man with the Lord
Jesus Christ.
The One sitting on the cloud was wearing a gold crown and holding a sharp sickle
(14:14).
In John’s vision the Son of Man was wearing a gold crown. The word for
“crown” in this verse refers to a victor’s crown in contrast to a crown of regal authority
which Jesus will also wear at His Second Coming (Revelation 19:12). The victor’s
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crown represents the victory that Jesus will have over His enemies at His return. The Son
of Man also held a sharp sickle in His hand, an indication that Jesus will judge the earth.
The Lord Jesus Christ is prepared to judge the world, positioned ready to return at the
appointed time.
The Lord’s just judgment on
the earth will be timely and swift (14:15-16).
Having set the scene by describing the Son of Man seated on a white heavenly
cloud, John now describes two aspects of divine judgment that will fall on the earth at
Christ’s return. The first can be described as a grain harvest, the second as a grape
harvest. These two harvests contain contrasting terms. The grain will be “dry” and
“harvested,” while the grapes will be “ripe” and “gathered.” However, there are
similarities including the use of a “sharp sickle,” the word “sent,” and the verb “threw” to
describe the action of applying the sickle to the crop. Because Jesus is the active agent in
the grain harvest and angels are the active agents in the grape harvest, some see these as
two distinct harvests, the first possibly being the harvest that separates the good from the
evil (compare Matthew 13:40-43). However, the harvest imagery in Revelation 14:15-20
seems to draw heavily from Joel 3:13 and its surrounding context which presents the
future day of judgment as one event expressed by two images—a grain and a grape
harvest. Therefore, it seems best to see the two aspects of the future harvest in
Revelation 14:15-20 as a single event. Jesus Himself will initiate the final judgment
accompanied by angels who will participate as well. The description of Jesus’ role in this
future judgment emphasizes the fact that this judgment will be timely and swift.
An angel emerged from the temple in heaven and announced that the time had come
for the One sitting on the cloud to reap a harvest of judgment on the earth (14:15).
John saw another angel, an angel like many he’d seen in his visions including the
three angels noted in Revelation 14:6, 8, and 9. This angel emerged from the Temple in
heaven, apparently carrying a message from the Father to the Son. He cried out in a loud
voice announcing, rather than commanding, that the time had come for the One sitting on
the cloud to send His sickle to reap. “The hour to reap has come.” In addition, “The
harvest of the earth is ripe.” The word “ripe” literally means “dried,” indicating that the
grain crops had reached their full maturity and were ready for reaping. In that future day
the timing for divine judgment will be just right. The people of the earth will have fully
matured in their rebellion against God.
The One sitting on the cloud swung His sickle and reaped a harvest of judgment on the
earth (14:16).
In response to the angel’s message the One sitting on the cloud, Jesus Christ,
“threw” His sickle on the earth, indicating the action of swinging this implement in an act
of reaping. By His action “the earth was reaped.” Because the sickle was sharp and
because it was swung with such intensity we can conclude that the future judgment of the
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earth’s inhabitants will be swift. When Jesus returns there will be little time for
repentance, little opportunity for resistance. The time for harvest will have arrived.
God’s judgment will be timely and swift.
The Lord’s just judgment on the earth
will be crushing and devastating (14:17-20).
Not only will God’s judgment be timely and swift, it will also be crushing and
devastating, like grapes trampled in the winepress of God’s wrath.
Another angel emerged from the temple in heaven carrying another sharp sickle
(14:17).
In concert with the Son of Man’s grain harvest will be an angelic grape harvest.
John saw another angel coming out of the heavenly Temple. This angel carried another
sharp sickle like that of the Son of Man. The angel’s work in harvesting would
complement that of Jesus’ judgment.
Yet another angel emerged from the altar in heaven and instructed the angel with the
sickle to harvest the ripened grapes in the vineyard of the earth (14:18).
John saw yet another angel, this one proceeding from the altar in heaven. This
altar is likely the altar of incense and the angel’s announcement represents an answer to
the prayers of the martyrs (compare Revelation 8:3-5). This angel possesses “authority
over fire,” similar to the angel in Revelation 8:5 who cast the fire from the altar of
incense on the earth to initiate the seven Trumpet Judgments. The angel in Revelation
14:18 will initiate the final angelic judgment on the earth, a fiery, destructive judgment.
This angel will announce in a loud voice that it’s time for the angel with the sharp sickle
to send his sickle into the harvest. The harvesting angel was to gather the clusters of
grapes in the vineyard of the earth—the earth is the vineyard and its wicked inhabitants
the grapes. The time was right because the grapes were ripe. The sinfulness of earth’s
inhabitants will have reached its fullness.
The angel swung his sickle, gathered the grapes, and threw them into the winepress of
God’s great wrath (14:19).
As instructed, the angel with the sickle “threw” his sickle into the earth and
gathered the vintage of the earth. The rebellious inhabitants of the earth will be gathered
together for judgment, probably in a final battle against the returning Jesus Christ as
described later in Revelation. The angel not only threw his sickle into the earth; he also
threw what he’d gathered into the winepress of God’s great wrath. These terms indicate
decisive action. God’s judgment on the earth will be swift and decisive. The image of a
winepress as a symbol of judgment is common in the Bible both historically and
prophetically (Isaiah 63:1-6; Lamentations 1:15; Joel 3:13; Revelation 19:15). A
winepress was, in ancient times, a stone receptacle into which grapes were poured and
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stomped by foot to extract their juices. The idea of stomping grapes forms a fitting
symbol for divine judgment, the crushing of human ambitions and lives that stand in
rebellion against God. The winepress in John’s vision is identified with the great wrath
of God. His righteous anger over sinful rejection of His Son justifies His final, harsh
judgment.
The grapes in the winepress were trampled outside the city producing an extensive
amount of blood (14:20).
The winepress of God’s wrath will be “trampled” by Jesus Christ as the active
agent in judgment (Revelation 19:15). This trampling will take place “outside the city.”
The city in mind is likely Jerusalem, the epicenter of the clash between the world and
God’s people, Mount Zion (Revelation 14:1). The treading of the grapes, the destruction
of God’s enemies, will take place outside Jerusalem in a final battle called Armageddon.
Like grape juice spattering and flowing during the treading of grapes in a winepress,
blood will spatter high and flow extensively in that final battle (compare Isaiah 63:1-6).
John states that the blood will be as high as a horse’s bridle, probably referring to the
height at which it will spatter rather than a flowing river of blood that high. The blood of
those killed in that battle will extend for “sixteen hundred stadia,” that is, about 185
miles. This distance is roughly equivalent to the length of the land of Israel and would
imply that the final battle, taking place outside the walls of Jerusalem, will impact the
whole land surrounding God’s city. This will truly be a tragic battle. God’s judgment
will be crushing and devastating, the necessary answer to humanity’s grip on this world
in opposition to the Son of God.
While God never delights in the destruction of human life He must judge sin.
However, before judging sin in such a horrific way God has first offered forgiveness and
life through His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus was “crushed” for us on the cross, shedding His
blood for our sins (Isaiah 53:5). We can avoid the winepress of God’s wrath by
welcoming the shower of His love through Jesus. By recognizing the righteous wrath of
God we should embrace the gracious love of God.
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The Preparation of the Seven Bowl Judgments
(Revelation 15:1-8)
The prophetic future portrayed throughout the book of Revelation moves forward
through a series of twenty-one sequential judgments—seven seal judgments, seven
trumpet judgments, and seven bowl judgments. Interspersed are a number of interludes,
explanatory passages that shed light on conditions during that future time of judgment.
Following several of these interludes, Revelation 15 resumes the flow of prophetic events
by introducing the final series of judgments, the seven bowl judgments. These final
judgments will bring to completion “the wrath of God.” There are two primary words for
anger in the Greek New Testament. The first refers to a smoldering, subdued, seething
anger, a deep sense of indignation. The second refers to expressive, eruptive, active
anger, an outburst of rage. Both terms are used of God’s anger—His seething anger
(John 3:36; Romans 1:18; Ephesians 5:6; Colossians 3:6; Revelation 6:16; 14:10) and His
eruptive rage (Revelation 14:10, 19). Both are appropriate for a God whose holiness has
been violated and whose grace has been spurned. Revelation 15 (verses 1 and 7) uses the
term for God’s eruptive rage, the outworking of the seven bowl judgments.
The seven bowl judgments contain the righteous wrath of God poured out on the
human stage. That which God has harbored in His heart will at that time be unleashed on
a rebellious world. While God is a God of love and mercy He is also a God of justice.
He must judge sin. He will judge sin, the global rebellion that deserves His wrath. God
always offers His grace first, but His wrath must follow for all who reject His grace. The
reality of God’s wrath should humble our hearts and prompt our worship.
In anticipation of God’s righteous wrath
we should eagerly worship His holy name (15:1-4).
Because God will pour out His wrath on the earth, people everywhere should
humbly worship Him. He is holy and deserves our heartfelt worship.
John saw seven angels in heaven with the seven last plagues that will complete God’s
wrath (15:1).
John saw another sign in heaven comparable to the signs he saw earlier in his
visions (Revelation 12:1, 3). These signs were great and wonderful, powerful and
amazing indicators of spiritual realities. John saw seven angels who had the last seven
plagues to unleash on the earth. The word “last” implies a sequence in the series of
judgments. These last seven plagues will bring to completion the wrath of God. The
previous judgments likewise revealed God’s righteous anger, but these final judgments
will bring His anger against sin to its final expression. These seven judgments will end
with the coming of Jesus Christ.
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John saw a glassy sea mixed with fire on which stood those who were victorious over
the Antichrist (15:2).
In John’s vision of the seven angels with the seven last plagues he also saw a
glassy sea. Revelation 4:6 describes this glassy sea as standing before the throne of God
in heaven where it seems to highlight the purity of God in its crystal clear appearance. In
Revelation 15:2 the glassy sea is mixed with fire, probably highlighting the burning
judgment of God. Along with the glassy sea John saw those who had overcome the
beast, its image, its mark (included in many manuscripts), and the number of its name.
This list of the features of the Antichrist serve to underscore the complete victory of
God’s future martyrs over the enemy of God’s people (compare Revelation 12:11; 13:118). These victorious martyrs will “stand on” the glassy sea, indicating their steadfast
position of purity with God, and hold “harps of God,” instruments with which to praise
the God who granted them victory.
Those who were victorious over the Antichrist will sing praises to God for His holiness
and sovereign rule (15:3-4).
These victorious martyrs with their harps in hand will sing the song of Moses and
the song of the Lamb. The song of Moses, identified as the servant of God, may refer to
the great victory song that followed the deliverance of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt
which extols God’s powerful rescue and ends with the exclamation, “The Lord will reign
for ever and ever” (Exodus 15:1-18). The song of Moses might also include elements
from Deuteronomy 32:1-43 in which he praises God for delivering the people throughout
their entire wilderness experience and ends with the cry, “Rejoice, O nations, with his
people, for he will avenge the blood of his servants; he will take vengeance on his
enemies and make atonement for his land and people.” Clearly, these are songs of
victory and the martyrs in heaven will likewise sing songs of victory. In addition to the
song of Moses the future martyrs will sing the song of the Lamb. The content of this
song, unknown elsewhere in Scripture, will likely parallel that of Moses giving God
praise for His victories over the enemy.
The content of these songs includes an acknowledgement of the greatness and
wonder of God’s works along with the just and true nature of His ways. These songs
refer to God as Lord God Almighty and king over the nations. They raise the question,
“Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?” In light of God’s wrath
it only makes sense to fear God and worship Him. After all, He alone is holy. All the
nations of the earth will ultimately come before God and worship Him because He has
made manifest His righteous deeds. In other words, God is perfectly fair and just. He
will one day be seen as the limitlessly powerful and inherently holy God that He is. This
reality will prompt every nation to fall before Him in worship. Worship, a recurring
theme in Revelation, is the only appropriate response to this God of glory and grace,
righteousness and wrath.
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In anticipation of God’s righteous wrath
we should humbly revere His glorious presence (15:5-8).
God’s righteous wrath should prompt worship. It should also remind us to
recognize and revere His glory. When we find ourselves in the presence of God’s glory
we can do nothing better than bow humbly before Him.
John saw the seven angels with the seven last plagues emerge from the Tabernacle in
heaven (15:5-6).
Having seen the seven angels and the martyrs on the glassy sea, John next saw
“the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven.” The Temple was, in ancient
times, the focal point of God’s presence on earth. The Tabernacle, the portable
predecessor to the permanent Temple in Jerusalem, was a reminder that God lived among
His people. This Tabernacle, and later the Temple, housed the tablets on which were
written the testimony of God, His laws that confirmed His relationship with His covenant
people. That earthly Temple was a model of the true Temple in heaven, the true dwelling
place of God. John saw that true, heavenly Temple and realized that the Temple in
heaven stood open. From it emerged the seven angels who held the seven last plagues.
These final judgments came from the presence of God Himself. The angels were clothed
in clean, bright linen emphasizing their holiness and the holy nature of their judgments.
They also wore golden sashes around their chests, gold emphasizing the glory of God.
These glorious angels brought forward the glory and the judgment of God.
One of the four living beings gave the seven angels seven bowls filled with the wrath of
God (15:7).
Hovering around the throne of God in heaven were four unusual living beings
(Revelation 4:6-8). One of these four angelic beings gave the seven angels seven golden
bowls. These bowls were filled with the wrath, the eruptive rage, of God. John describes
God as the one who lives forever and ever. God’s eternal nature and His righteous wrath
coming from His dwelling place in heaven move us to fall in reverence before Him.
The Temple in heaven was full of God’s glory, preventing anyone from entering it until
the final plagues are completed (15:8).
When the seven angels received the seven last plagues, the Temple in heaven was
filled with smoke emanating from the glory and power of the eternal God. This
frightening and mysterious picture of God’s presence made it impossible for anyone to
enter the Temple, to enter into God’s presence. No one will be able to intercede in that
day until the last seven plagues are completed. God’s powerful presence rebukes any
presumption on our part to stand before God in defiance or even in faith. We must revere
His awesome power and the glory of His presence. We must submit to His will, His
judgments that will be poured out on a wicked and rebellious world. We must cling to
His grace through His Son, Jesus Christ, who died for our sins and makes it possible to
ultimately live in the presence of God forever and ever. This God of wrath deserves our
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worship and our reverence. This God of grace welcomes us into His eternal presence.
The reality of God’s wrath should truly humble our hearts and prompt our worship.
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The First Five Bowl Judgments
(Revelation 16:1-11)
Having presented a number of interludes describing conditions in the future
Tribulation Period, John returns to the sequential series of twenty-one judgments. The
first series of seven judgments were termed Seal Judgments because Jesus, one by one,
opened the wax seals on a book of judgment. The second series of seven judgments were
described as Trumpet Judgments because they were each announced by an angelic
trumpet blast. The final series of seven judgments, introduced in chapter 15, is now
revealed in chapter 16. These seven Bowl Judgments describe the rapid outpouring of
God’s final judgments on the earth immediately prior to the return of Jesus Christ. While
the previous series of judgments were divided into four judgments followed by three
more judgments, the Bowl Judgments show no such break in the sequence, indicating the
rapid nature of their release. Arbitrarily, it’s convenient to address the first five Bowl
Judgments as a unit, followed by the final two Bowl Judgments. The first five Bowl
Judgments, while similar in many ways to the Trumpet Judgments, are more extensive
and therefore should be viewed as sequentially distinct. These judgments once again
remind us that sin is horrendous, God’s judgment is just, and Christ’s redemption is
essential.

The First Bowl Judgment—God will justly
pour out festering sores on earth’s inhabitants (16:1-2).
The first Bowl Judgment consists of festering sores that the people on earth in
those days leading up to Christ’s return will contract, sores that will be irritating and
incurable.
John heard a voice from the temple telling the seven angels to pour out their bowls on
the earth (16:1).
Because no one could enter the Temple in heaven after God’s glory became
prominent there (Revelation 15:8), the voice emanating from the Temple must be that of
God Himself. John heard this great voice command the seven angels who had received
the seven bowls of judgment to go and pour out their bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.
One by one these angels will obey God’s command in what appears to be a rapid fire
release of divine judgment.
The first angel poured out his bowl on the earth (16:2a).
The first angel obediently went and poured out his bowl on the earth as
commanded, releasing the first of these final judgments.
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Sores broke out on those who received the mark of the beast (16:2b).
The first Bowl Judgment will release sores or ulcers, open wounds in the flesh
much like the boils contracted by the Egyptians prior to the Exodus (Exodus 9:8-12). Job
2:7-8 describes the irritating, agonizing nature of such running sores. The sores
connected with the first Bowl Judgment are described as “bad” and “evil,” meaning
harmful and painful. This judgment will fall on everyone who receives the mark of the
beast and who worships his image instead of worshiping the true God (compare
Revelation 13:8, 14-17). By contrast, those who are faithful to God in that day will be
protected from these judgments.

The Second Bowl Judgment—God will
justly pour out death on all life in the seas (16:3).
The second Bowl Judgment produces bloody seas, that is, the death of all sea life
around the globe.
The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea (16:3a).
In obedience to the command of God the second angel poured out his bowl of
wrath, this judgment falling on the sea. The sea refers to all the saltwater bodies of water,
the oceans that cover the planet.
The sea turned into blood and everything living in the sea died (16:3b).
When the second angel pours out his bowl the seas will become like the blood of
a dead corpse. The second Trumpet Judgment turned one-third of the sea into blood, that
judgment being further described as causing the death of one-third of all sea life
(Revelation 8:8-9). In a similar but more extensive way the second Bowl Judgment will
cause the death of all sea life, rendering the oceans useless and dangerous to human life.
Every living thing in the sea will die.

The Third Bowl Judgment—God will justly pour
out contamination on the earth’s fresh water supplies (16:4-7).
Just as the second Bowl Judgment will turn the seas into blood, so also the third
Bowl Judgment will turn the fresh water supplies into blood.
The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers, which became blood (16:4).
The third angel now took his turn in obediently pouring out the third bowl of
God’s wrath. This time the judgment fell on the rivers and the fountains of fresh,
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drinkable water. The fresh water supplies will become contaminated—they’ll become
bloodlike. Moses miraculously turned the Nile River into blood (Exodus 7:20-21). The
third Trumpet Judgment will make one-third of the fresh water supplies on earth bitter,
undrinkable (Revelation 8:10-11). The third Bowl Judgment will contaminate all the
earth’s supply of fresh water. The nature of this judgment implies that the end is near,
since humans cannot survive long without water.
John heard an angel declare God’s justice in His judgment on the waters (16:5-6).
At this point in the sequence of judgments John heard an angel declare the justice
of God in these judgments. This angel is described as having jurisdiction over the waters,
just as other angels have authority over the wind (Revelation 7:1). In some way
unrecognized by humankind angelic beings seem to have responsibility for natural
phenomena on earth. This angel of the waters praises God “who is and was,” that is the
eternal God. He describes God as the Holy One, specifically in relationship to the
judgments being poured out on the earth. This God is just or righteous in judging as He
does. This angel points out that the people on earth (implying those who worshiped the
beast) had shed the blood of God’s holy saints and His prophets. These martyrs deserved
justice, and God was now giving their persecutors “blood to drink” because they are
“worthy” of such judgment due to their crimes against God’s people. God’s ways are
always just and right, and justice will prevail.
John heard the altar respond in affirming God’s judgment (16:7).
At this point John heard the voice of another angel (according to many Greek
manuscripts, although some manuscripts attribute the voice to the altar itself). This angel
spoke from the altar in heaven, the place where the martyrs had pleaded for justice
(Revelation 6:9-10). He affirmed the validity and justice of God’s judgments, calling
God the Lord God Almighty and describing His judgments as true and righteous. This
angel’s declarative “yes!” underscores God’s justice.

The Fourth Bowl Judgment—God will justly
pour out scorching heat on earth’s inhabitants (16:8-9).
Next came the fourth angel carrying the fourth bowl of judgment, a bowl that
would bring scorching heat.
The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun (16:8a).
The fourth angel obediently followed God’s command by pouring out the fourth
Bowl Judgment. This judgment fell on the sun. The fourth Trumpet Judgment
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diminished the sun’s light by one-third (Revelation 8:12), but the fourth Bowl Judgment
will intensify the sun’s deadly radiation.
The sun scorched people with fire (16:8b).
The fourth Bowl Judgment allowed the sun, by God’s authority, to burn earth’s
inhabitants with fire. Here again those affected by this judgment seem to be limited to
those who worshiped the beast (the definite article “the” before “men” makes this
apparent). Due to some celestial cataclysm people will no longer be protected from the
sun’s scorching rays.
The people cursed God and refused to repent (16:9).
People will be “burnt” with “great heat” due to this fourth Bowl Judgment. This
heat, coupled no doubt with thirst due to the third Bowl Judgment, will instead of
humbling people before God cause them to curse (literally, “blaspheme”) His name.
People will recognize that God has authority over these plagues. However, instead of
crying out to God for forgiveness and relief they will refuse to repent and give Him glory.
The hardness of the human heart in the face of impossible circumstances is truly
astounding.

The Fifth Bowl Judgment—God will justly pour
out agonizing darkness on earth’s rebellious kingdom (16:10-11).
The fifth Bowl Judgment will involve darkness, a darkness that will intensify the
agony caused by the preceding Bowl Judgments.
The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast (16:10a).
Continuing in the sequence of judgments the fifth angel poured out his bowl, this
judgment falling immediately on the throne of the beast, the seat of his power. The beast,
who will demand the worship of the world, will be proved powerless before Almighty
God.
The beast’s kingdom was plunged into darkness, bringing great agony on the people
(16:10b).
The beast’s entire kingdom, represented by his throne, will fall under the
judgment of this next bowl of divine wrath. This earthly, rebellious kingdom that will
rule over the whole world in that day will be plunged into darkness. In the days of
Moses, God spread darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness “that could be felt”
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(Exodus 10:21-23). However, the Israelites were untouched by this darkness. Likewise,
it seems, God’s people in the future will be untouched by the darkness of the fifth Bowl
Judgment. Only the beast’s kingdom will be affected. That darkness will be agonizing.
People will gnaw their tongues due to the pain, presumably the pain of the previous Bowl
Judgments coupled with the hopelessness and fearfulness of pervasive darkness over the
world.
The people cursed God and refused to repent (16:11).
Once again the people on earth will have an opportunity to repent before God.
Once again, however, they’ll blaspheme “the God of heaven” because of their pain and
festering sores. They’ll refuse to repent of their deeds. The human heart is hard.
Spiritual resistance to God is irrational and unimaginable. But the future, as revealed to
John in the form of these Bowl Judgments, points out the entrenched sinfulness of the
human heart. These first five Bowl Judgments provide several spiritual insights. First,
sin is more horrendous than we think. It warrants severe judgment. Second, repentance
is more difficult that we want to believe. Even in the face of the obvious hand of God
people will refuse to turn to Him. Third, God is more just than we can imagine. His
judgment on sin is totally fair and appropriate, especially given His patient grace. Fourth,
our situation is more dire than we realize. Apart from God’s forgiveness our future is
hopeless. Fifth, salvation is more urgent than we dare to ignore. We must put our lives,
our souls, our eternal future in the hands of the Lamb who is Lord, our Savior, Jesus
Christ. These judgments once again remind us that sin is horrendous, God’s judgment is
just, and Christ’s redemption is essential.
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The Sixth and Seventh Bowl Judgments
(Revelation 16:12-21)
God will justly pour out His divine wrath on a wicked and deserving world. The
fact that He warns about these future judgments is an ongoing reminder that He is first
and foremost a God of grace, a God who offers redemption and deliverance through His
own Son, Jesus Christ. The future judgments leading up to the return of Jesus Christ to
the earth will include seven Seal Judgments, seven Trumpet Judgments, and seven Bowl
Judgments. The last two Bowl Judgments will culminate in Christ’s return (although
Revelation 17-18 presents significant aspects of earth’s entrenched resistance to God that
precede the description of Jesus’ return). The final Bowl Judgments lead to a final battle
between earth’s inhabitants and their Creator, a battle called Armageddon. That battle
will finally break humankind’s resistance to God and open the door for the Messiah’s
kingdom on earth. Once again we must remember that because the Lamb is Lord all
resistance to His reign, even in our hearts, must be overthrown.

The Sixth Bowl Judgment—God will justly draw
the kings of the earth to the final battle of Armageddon (16:12-16).
God’s justice in pouring out His wrath had previously been reinforced by angelic
declarations (Revelation 16:5-7). The final two Bowl Judgments rightly display God’s
justice. The sixth Bowl Judgment will pave the way for the battle of Armageddon.
The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the Euphrates River (16:12a).
Following quickly on the heels of the previous five Bowl Judgments, the sixth
angel will pour out his bowl of judgment. The focal point of this judgment will be the
“great river Euphrates.” The Euphrates River is one of earth’s prominent waterways,
significant in ancient as well as modern times. About 1,900 miles long, the Euphrates
flows from modern day Turkey through the countries of Syria and Iraq and empties into
the Persian Gulf. Its length and location served as an ancient boundary between the
Roman Empire and the east. It’s first mentioned in Genesis 2:14 and its final mention is
found here in relation to the sixth Bowl Judgment.
The waters of the river dried up, preparing the way for the kings from the east
(16:12b).
When the angel pours out his bowl of divine wrath on the Euphrates River its
waters will dry up. What had been a barrier to eastern armies will no longer prohibit their
movement toward Israel. Isaiah 11:15 likewise predicts this future event. Previously, the
sixth Trumpet Judgment saw the release of four demonic beings from the Euphrates
River who were empowered to kill one-third of the population at the hands of an army of
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200 million soldiers (Revelation 9:13-16). The sixth Bowl Judgment will bring
additional troops into the picture by drying up the Euphrates River. The drying up of the
Euphrates River will prepare the way for “the kings from the rising sun” to make their
way to the final battle of Armageddon. Apparently these kings and their armies will be
perched in anticipation of this great conflict.
John saw three demonic spirits that looked like frogs come from the dragon, the beast,
and the false prophet (16:13).
The sixth Bowl Judgment will not only prepare the way for the kings from the
east to approach Israel, it will also include demonic enticement to engage in battle. In
John’s vision he saw three unclean spirits, three demonic beings emerge from the mouth
of the dragon, the mouth of the beast, and the mouth of the false prophet. This evil
trinity—Satan, the Antichrist, and the false prophet—will command these three demons
to carry out their purpose.
The demonic spirits gathered the kings of the whole world to a place called
Armageddon (16:14-16).
The three demonic spirits will perform signs, miraculous events that will catch the
attention of the kings of the entire inhabited world. Their actions will entice these kings
to gather for war (compare 1 Kings 22:19-22). Some see this gathering as an intention on
the part of the kings to engage in battle against each other, but the Antichrist will
apparently have such a stranglehold on the world in that day that this gathering more
likely refers to an intentional attack on Jesus Christ at His return. Ten specific kings will
team up with the Antichrist in that final hour and lead the charge against Christ
(Revelation 17:12-14). The war they will wage is called “the great day of God
Almighty,” great because of its intensity and finality. God, who is limitless in power,
will overcome His enemies through His reigning Son, Jesus Christ.
In the midst of this prophecy Revelation 16:15 serves as a confidence building
promise that Jesus will indeed return. The words must be those of Jesus Himself:
“Behold, I am coming as a thief!” Jesus used this same image regarding His unexpected
return in Matthew 24:43-44 and Luke 12:39-40. Attached to this promise of Christ’s
unexpected and instantaneous return is the promise of blessing on those who are watchful
and who guard their clothing, referring to those who are prepared spiritually to receive
Jesus at His return. These individuals would be those who rejected the Antichrist and his
mark. Such faithful believers during that future period of trial are described as not
walking naked and thereby avoiding shame, meaning that they have clothed themselves
by faith with Jesus Christ and have no shame in their actions or attitudes due to their faith
(compare Romans 13:14; Galatians 3:27).
Using a singular verb and therefore referring to God’s ultimate role in controlling
the nations of the earth, John states that “he gathered” these resistant kings in the place
designated for this final battle. John states that the name of the battle field in Hebrew is
Armageddon, a name used only here in the Bible. The Hebrew words behind this name
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include “mountain” or “hill country” and “Megiddo.” Megiddo was an ancient city
located on the edge of a major plain in Israel called the Valley of Megiddo and
prophetically the Valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:2, 12). It was the site of several ancient
battles (Judges 5:19; 2 Chronicles 35:22) and will be the location of that future battle
(Zechariah 12:10-11). Some prefer to view the name Armageddon as a reference to
Jerusalem, but the name itself points more specifically to the plain and surrounding hills
identified with the city of Megiddo. The troops advancing on Jerusalem will be stopped
at Armageddon in a decisive battle led by the returning Jesus Christ. The sixth Bowl
Judgment will pave the way for the gathering of armies for the final battle of
Armageddon.

The Seventh Bowl Judgment—God will justly bring
humankind’s control over the earth to a cataclysmic conclusion (16:17-21).
The final Bowl Judgment will conclude the sequential series of judgments that
will take place during the future Tribulation Period. At that point Jesus will return and
humankind’s rebellious grip on the world will at last be broken.
The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air (16:17a).
The seventh angel poured out his bowl of God’s wrath, this judgment falling on
the air. The “air” may be a reference to the physical, atmospheric heavens. The
subsequent natural disasters—lightning, thunder, and hail—lend support to this
interpretation (compare Revelation 9:2). However, the “air” could be a reference to the
arena of Satan’s influence since he is called “the prince of the power of the air”
(Ephesians 2:2). Because the previous Bowl Judgments fell on natural elements—the
land (Revelation16:2), the sea (Revelation 16:3), the rivers (Revelation 16:4), the sun
(Revelation 16:8), and the Euphrates River (Revelation 16:12), it’s best to view the final
Bowl Judgment as affecting the atmospheric heavens.
A voice from the temple declared the end (16:17b).
As with the introduction to the seven Bowl Judgments (Revelation 16:1), John
heard a voice coming from the temple in heaven. This time the origin of the voice is also
said to be the throne in heaven. Obviously this is the voice of God. God Himself
declares, “Done!” His final judgment has come and with it the end of humankind’s
control over the earth.
The earth experienced its most severe earthquake in history (16:18).
With God’s declaration of completion came lightning, voices, and thunder. These
visual and audible signs will announce the completion of God’s judgments.
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Accompanying them will be a great earthquake unparalleled in human history (compare
Haggai 2:6-7; Hebrews 12:26-27).
Cities collapsed and Babylon the Great came under God’s wrath (16:19).
The force of this future earthquake will level the cities of the earth. Specifically,
John refers to three distinct targets of this upheaval. First is “the great city” which will be
divided into three parts. Revelation 11:8 refers to Jerusalem as “the great city” and its
division into three parts may be connected with the prophecy of a physical realignment of
the area around Jerusalem that will take place when Christ returns (Zechariah 14:4-5).
Second, John refers to “the cities of the nations,” a general reference to the leveling of the
cities around the globe. Third, John mentions “Babylon the Great.” This city, great in
influence and wickedness, will be remembered by God in the sense that it will then
receive its final judgment, the cup of the wine of the anger of His wrath. Revelation 1718 will go into more detail about the nature of Babylon the Great, which may be a
reference to the literal city of Babylon on the Euphrates River or a cryptic reference to the
city of Rome. Either way, Babylon will fall under the future wrath of God.
The islands and mountains of the earth were destroyed (16:20).
During this cataclysmic judgment by such a severe earthquake islands will be
engulfed by the sea and mountains will crumble to the point of being unrecognizable.
Such an upheaval of the physical properties of the earth will reinforce awareness of the
power and sovereignty of God.
Huge hailstones fell from the sky causing people to curse God (16:21).
Finally, the earth will be bombarded with great hailstones. The atmospheric
heavens will release these stones on humankind in an act of divine judgment. John states
that these hailstones will weigh over a hundred pounds (a “talent”). These final acts of
God’s wrath will prompt people once again to blaspheme God (compare Revelation 16:9,
11) rather than repent. At that point it will be too late. God’s judgment will fall. God’s
Son will return. Those who have rejected Jesus will face eternal punishment while those
who put their faith in the Lamb will enter into His earthly kingdom. Because the Lamb is
Lord all resistance to His reign, even in our hearts, must be overthrown. But through
faith in Jesus Christ we have assurance of His salvation, His deliverance, His redemption.
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The Vision of the Prostitute on the Scarlet Beast
(Revelation 17:1-6)
The restoration of the righteous rule of God over this world will take place at the
return of Jesus Christ. This transfer of power from the godless world’s systems to the
reign of the Messiah will necessarily involve cataclysmic judgments. The series of
twenty-one judgments categorized in Revelation as seven Seal Judgments, seven Trumpet
Judgments, and seven Bowl Judgments will serve to break evil’s grip on the world. The
wicked world’s corrupt systems—political, religious, and commercial—can be
summarized by the name “Babylon.” Ancient Babylon began as a center of oppressive
political power (Genesis 10:8-9) with idolatrous, anti-God intentions (Genesis 11:9).
This city and all it stood for became representative of all anti-God, humanistic hubris that
continues today and will continue until Jesus returns. Revelation 17-18 describes the
nature and fall of Babylon, likening Babylon to a power maddened prostitute. Revelation
17:1-6 reminds us that we live in an increasingly sinful world system, but there is hope in
Jesus Christ.

The influence of the prostitute—apostate religion,
though doomed, pervades the world’s imagination (17:1-2).
Following John’s description of the final judgments on earth the book of
Revelation presents a graphic image of what the future world will hold in those brief
years leading up to Jesus Christ’s return. Babylon, the spiritual prostitute, will run
rampant but will ultimately fall.
An angel invited John to witness the judgment of the great prostitute (17:1).
John received a message from one of the angels responsible for one of the Bowl
Judgments previously described in Revelation. This angel offered to show John the
judgment that would fall on “the great prostitute.” It’s essential to recognize that
Babylon will be judged—her fall is certain. The Old Testament often referred to spiritual
unfaithfulness in terms of adultery or prostitution. God considered His people to be His
wife, but due to idolatry they became unfaithful and worthy of judgment (Isaiah 1:21;
Jeremiah 3:6-9; Hosea 4:12). The “great prostitute,” therefore, refers to spiritual
unfaithfulness to God—idolatrous, apostate religion in any of its multitudinous forms.
The great prostitute “sits on many waters,” a phrase that the angel interprets in verse 15
as nations and people groups. The ancient city of Babylon sat astride “many waters” as
physical waterways for trade and the spread of its idolatrous ideas (Jeremiah 51:13). The
great prostitute, spiritual Babylon, likewise spreads her idolatrous notions throughout
every nation of the world. Apostate religion pervades the world’s imagination. Why the
world continually rejects the truth of God and the love of Jesus Christ can only be
attributed to the spiritual conflict between good and evil. For this reason, apostate
religion has influenced the world since the fall of humankind and will continue to do so
until Jesus returns.
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The angel stated that the kings and inhabitants of the earth had engaged in adultery
with the great prostitute (17:2).
The global influence of the great prostitute is evident in apostate religion’s sway
over both kings and people at large. The angel declared that the earth’s rulers had
committed adultery with the great prostitute. The earth’s inhabitants had become
intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries. In other words, idolatrous, apostate religion
captivates the world’s thinking. Our sinful hearts are all too eager to seek spiritual
answers wherever they may be found apart from the truth that’s in Jesus Christ. Idolatry,
whether worshiping idols or self, whether embracing religion or materialism, entices the
human heart. We’ll accept anything instead of God Himself! The great prostitute
prevails for the time being, but her doom is certain.

The description of the prostitute—apostate religion,
though attractive, is characterized by power and persecution (17:3-6).
Certainly apostate religion has its appeal. Otherwise the world would reject it.
But like a prostitute, apostate religion entices people to fall to its charms. The great
prostitute has power and, in the spiritual arena, employs persecution against God’s people
as one expression of that power.
John saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that had seven heads and ten horns (17:3).
What John experienced next was an enhanced prophetic state—the angel carried
him away “in the Spirit” to a desert. The “Spirit” is a reference to the Holy Spirit in
union with John’s own human spirit (compare Revelation 1:10; 4:12; 21:10). Desert
places are frequently associated with times of testing, judgment, and the presence of evil.
In that desert place John saw a woman, the great prostitute that the angel promised to
show him. This woman was sitting on a scarlet beast that had seven heads and ten horns.
Revelation 13:1 first introduces this beast. In that passage the beast represents a worlddominating leader, the Antichrist. The color scarlet links the beast with its bloodthirsty
attacks on God’s people. This future tyrant will be characterized by blasphemy against
God, being filled with blasphemous names. He will also personify the worst of seven
oppressive empires symbolized by the seven heads. These empires possibly refer to
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and the Antichrist’s future global
empire, all of which have posed as enemies of God’s people. The beast also has ten
horns representing ten kings who will reign under the authority of the Antichrist. The
fact that the great prostitute sits on the beast implies that she controls the beast. The
future Antichrist will be driven by apostate religion.
The woman was clothed luxuriously and held a cup full of abominations (17:4).
The woman riding the beast was clothed in purple and scarlet, colorful garments
that symbolize royalty and luxury. She was “gilded with gold” and adorned with
precious stones and pearls. In other words, the great prostitute is attractive in her display
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of wealth and power. She also had a golden cup in her hand, a cup filled with
abominable and unclean things related to her spiritual fornication. The world’s apostate
religions have at times and places engaged in temple prostitution, child sacrifice,
consumptive greed, and a host of other evils. The great prostitute, it appears, is the
guardian of all that’s godless in the world.
The woman had the name “Babylon” written on her forehead (17:5).
At this point the great prostitute is identified with Babylon. She has a name
written on her forehead. This name is described as a “mystery,” something unknown
apart from divine revelation. That name is “Babylon the Great,” along with the
descriptive phrase “the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth.”
Babylon historically referred to a city on the Euphrates River. It almost certainly came to
be know symbolically among Christians in the first century as the city of Rome (1 Peter
5:13). The fact that Revelation 17:5 refers to Babylon as a mystery makes a symbolic
meaning likely. Babylon, therefore, refers to an idolatrous system, apostate religion, that
could be identified with any number of cities down through history and will pervade the
world until Jesus returns. Babylon the Great is the “mother,” the source of life for
everything that can be designated as spiritual prostitution and earth’s abominations. This
would include false world religions, perversions of the true gospel of Jesus Christ,
humanism, secularism, materialism, and every other ideology and philosophy that takes
the place of subservience to Jesus Christ as Lord.
The woman was drunk with the blood of the martyrs (17:6).
John took note that the woman riding on the beast was intoxicated, drunk from the
blood of the saints and from the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. She was responsible for
their martyrdom and was insatiable when it came to the persecution of God’s people.
Apostate religion is never content with toleration. It demands control and violently
opposes the truth that’s found in Jesus Christ. Given free reign, apostate religion will
always seek to eliminate true faith. It’s hard for Christians today to understand why our
faith is so hated, but even John marveled at the great prostitute. Babylon the Great was a
stunning revelation. Her power, wealth, attractive qualities, and deadly designs stun the
spiritually minded. Apostate religion makes no sense to those who have found
forgiveness in the shed blood of Jesus Christ. However, we must understand that we live
in an increasingly sinful world system. Nevertheless, there’s hope in Jesus Christ.
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The Angelic Interpretation of the Beast and the Prostitute
(Revelation 17:7-18)
The book of Revelation poses multiple interpretive challenges. Thankfully, there
are passages within the book that provide some interpretations. Revelation 17:7-18 is one
such passage. Not without their own difficulties, these verses point us in the direction of
a clearer understanding about the identity and nature of the beast and the prostitute—
Babylon the Great. The wicked world’s corrupt systems—political, religious, and
commercial—can be summarized by the name “Babylon,” each with its unique grip on
human hearts. The roots of apostate religion and political oppression run so deeply in
this world that only a painful series of judgments will extract them, paving the way for
the return of Jesus Christ. While the prostitute represents apostate religion the beast
represents human political hubris at its worst. However, the angel’s interpretation of the
woman and the beast has at its center the overcoming power of Jesus Christ. When
things look hopeless there’s hope in Jesus.

The Beast—Human political hubris will
only grow until the return of Jesus Christ (17:7-13).
Seemingly inseparable, the prostitute and the beast are distinct entities. The angel
who interprets this imagery focuses on the nature of the beast and its ultimate resistance
toward the prostitute.
The angel offered to interpret the mystery of the prostitute and the beast (17:7-8).
When John saw the vision of the prostitute riding the seven-headed beast he was,
understandably, astonished. The angel who showed John this vision asked, rhetorically
no doubt, why he was astonished. The angel then offered to interpret the “mystery” of
the woman and the seven-headed, ten-horned beast that carried her. The fact that the
angel refers to this vision as a mystery reinforces the symbolic nature of the vision as
already noted in verse 5. This angel then went on to explain the meaning of this vision.
The beast, or Antichrist, first appeared in Revelation 13:1 and then again in
Revelation 17:3. This ferocious animal “was,” and “is not,” and “is about to come out of
the Abyss.” It had a previous existence, died, and will be restored to life through
demonic power (since the Abyss is always associated with demons). While the beast is
an individual, a future world ruler, that ruler represents an empire. Rulers and their
empires are often used interchangeably. In this setting the beast seems to refer to a
dominant empire that passed from the pages of history but will again come alive in the
future. Since John was writing during the days of the Roman Empire, this same empire
would best fit the description of the beast. Through Satanic and demonic influence, an
oppressive, Rome-like empire will once again dominate the world in the future.
However, this future empire’s rule will be limited. It will go to its destruction.
Just as John “wondered” at the vision, so those living on the earth in that future
day will “wonder” when they see the beast that “was,” and “is not,” and yet “will come.”
These future inhabitants of the earth are described as not having their names written in
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the book of life “from the foundation of the world.” The book of life is a record of those
who’ve received eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ (compare Revelation 3:5; 13:8).
These future inhabitants of the earth will reject Jesus and their rejection was known by
God from before creation. In spite of their rejection of God, these individuals will still be
amazed at the restoration of that future Rome-like empire. Tyranny revived will astound
them.
The seven heads on the beast represent seven kings and kingdoms past and future
(17:9-10).
The angel then stated that it takes a mind of wisdom to comprehend the identity or
possibly the magnitude of the beast. The angel then said that the beast’s seven heads are
seven hills or mountains on which the woman sits and that they are also seven kings. The
seven hills may refer to the city of Rome which was situated on seven hills. However,
the word might better be translated “mountains” and would therefore refer kingdoms
which are sometimes described as mountains due to their dominance over the lives of
people. The fact that the angel links the seven mountains with seven kings reinforces this
interpretation. These seven kings and their kingdoms include some past and some future.
Five of the seven kingdoms had already fallen—Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and
Greece. One was still in existence at the time John received this revelation, Rome. The
seventh is yet future, the kingdom of the Antichrist. When that ruler and his kingdom
rise it will be for but “a little while.” Its days are numbered.
The beast is the final king and kingdom and will ultimately be destroyed (17:11).
At this point the angel states that the beast “who once was and now is not”
constitutes an eighth kingdom that flows from the first seven. It appears that the
Antichrist is associated with both the seventh and now an eighth empire. It may be that
the Antichrist will establish the seventh kingdom in political continuity with the previous
world empires but will at some point recast that empire as something new, possibly at the
time he casts off the “prostitute,” the religious control over his empire. Again the angel
declares that the beast is actually heading for destruction (compare verse 8). Jesus Christ
will prevail.
The ten horns on the beast represent ten future kings who will reign briefly with the
beast (17:12-13).
The seven-headed beast has ten horns (compare Revelation 13:1; Daniel 7:24).
The angel told John that these ten horns are ten kings, kings who had not yet received
their kingdoms but will receive kingly authority with the beast for one hour. It may be
that this future coalition of kings under the authority of the Antichrist will be instrumental
in dislodging apostate religion’s control and thereby share in an eighth kingdom. But
their reign will be short. “One hour” is mentioned as the duration of their reign, a phrase
repeated in Revelation 18:10, 17, and 19. This may simply refer to a short period of time,
although it’s not out of the question to take this as a literal sixty-minute period of triumph
that will be quickly quashed by Jesus at His return. These ten kings will have a single
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purpose—to yield their power and authority to the beast. The beast, the Antichrist, will
make himself out alone to be worthy of worship and authority (Revelation 13:8). This
description of the future world ruler reminds us that human political hubris, while nothing
new, will continue to grow, spreading its roots into the world system until Jesus returns.

The Lamb—Human political hubris will be
vanquished by the Lamb, Jesus Christ (17:14).
At this point, midway between his description of the beast and the prostitute, the
interpreting angel interjects the truth of Jesus’ ultimate triumph. It’s as if we needed a
reminder that the Lamb is in fact Lord.
The future coalition of kings will make war with the Lamb (17:14a).
Having identified the ten horns on the beast as ten kings, the interpreting angel
states that this coalition of kings will make war with the Lamb. The Lamb, of course, is
Jesus Christ (Revelation 5:6). How these kings engage this war is uncertain, but their
political hubris will doubtless defy God and attack God’s people. To attack God’s people
is to attack God’s Son, the Lamb.
The Lamb will overcome the future coalition of kings because He is Supreme (17:14b).
“The Lamb will overcome them.” There can be no mistake about it. The Lamb,
Jesus Christ, will be victorious over all who oppose Him. After all, He is both Lord of
lords and King of kings (compare Revelation 19:16), supreme over all authorities and
superior to all human political hubris. The Lamb’s conquering campaign will involve His
people, those called and chosen and faithful. According to Revelation 19:14 the armies
of heaven will accompany Jesus at His return. That army will likely include both angelic
beings as well as redeemed human beings. The Lamb is Lord, and His people will share
in His triumph.

The Prostitute—Human political hubris will cast off the controlling
influence of apostate religion in order to take center stage (17:15-18).
The interpreting angle now turns his attention to the identity and nature of the
prostitute riding on the beast.
The waters on which the prostitute sits represent the people and nations of the earth
(17:15).
In John’s vision he saw the prostitute, apostate religion, sitting on “many waters”
(Revelation 17:1). The angel explains that these waters symbolize “peoples, multitudes,
nations, and languages.” The woman dominates the nations of the earth. Apostate
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religion, like oppressive political systems, reaches into every corner of the world and has
a controlling influence over the minds and hearts of humankind.
The beast and the future coalition of kings will destroy the prostitute in order to
concentrate power in the beast alone (17:16-17).
While it seems that apostate religion and political power go hand in hand—and
they often do—these two factions vie for dominance. Political rulers have always
contended with religious leaders for primacy. The ten horns, the future coalition of ten
kings, together with the Antichrist will hate the prostitute. The prostitute rides atop the
beast, a position of power. But the beast, like a bucking bronco, will unseat the
prostitute. The political powers will plunder the wealth of the apostate religious systems
and leave the prostitute “naked,” exposing her corrupt influence. They will “eat her
flesh” and “consume her with fire.” In other words, the political powers will viciously
and totally destroy apostate religion’s dominance. The coalition of kings will replace the
prostitute with the Antichrist as the sole object of worship. They’ll agree to fulfill his
purpose, giving their own kingdoms to the beast. What will prompt these kings to so
willingly surrender their power to the beast? The angel states that God will put this
attitude of surrender into their hearts and thereby fulfill His words, His purposes for the
culmination of human political hubris. God indeed guides the hearts of kings (Proverbs
21:1).
The prostitute represents the center of power over the kings of the earth (17:18).
The angel concludes his interpretation by identifying the woman, the prostitute, as
“the great city,” the one ruling over the kings of the earth. Revelation 17:5 equates the
prostitute with the city of Babylon, albeit a “mystery” Babylon, thereby assigning
Babylon a symbolic meaning. Babylon the Great can be any city that embodies an antiGod, anti-Christ position of power. Babylon will fall (the subject of the next chapter). In
addition, the beast will go to his destruction. Jesus will return and overcome all who
oppose Him, establishing His kingdom of righteousness on earth. When things look
hopeless there’s hope in Jesus Christ.
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The Fall of Babylon
(Revelation 18:1-8)
In the final chapters of Revelation the Apostle John envisioned two contrasting
cities, Babylon the Great and the New Jerusalem. While the New Jerusalem is likened to
a spotless bride, Babylon the Great is described as a villainous prostitute. Babylon’s
immorality and infidelity symbolize all that is opposed to God, particularly apostate,
idolatrous religion. Apostate religion has expressed itself in many ways including
exorbitant wealth among churches in the face of poverty, churches that deny the most
basic truths of the faith such as the deity of Jesus Christ, non-Christian systems of belief
such as Islam and Buddhism, as well as secular forms of idolatry such as self-directed
materialism, power, and pleasure. Such belief structures permeate every society and
deserve God’s judgment. Eventually Babylon will fall, and her fall will be hard for those
who have imbibed in her deceptive ways. However, those who follow the Lamb, Jesus
Christ, are citizens of the New Jerusalem where holiness and righteousness will reign.
From the perspective of eternity it’s best to faithfully follow Jesus today and every day.
Don’t give up—“another angel” announced that apostate,
idolatrous religion will at last be eliminated from the earth (18:1-3).
John had seen a vision of a prostitute riding a seven-headed beast. He learned that
this was Babylon the Great, the apostate religious system that captivates the world’s
imagination. An angel had revealed this vision to John, and now another angel furthered
that revelation. Babylon was about to fall.
John saw an authoritative angel descend from heaven and illuminate the earth (18:1).
John saw another angel, another like the one who had revealed to him the
prostitute on the beast. This second angel came down from heaven and wielded great
authority, evidently operating with the authority of God in heaven. This angel was also
spectacular in appearance. His glory shed light on the whole earth. Both the appearance
and the authority of this angel underscore the importance of his message.
The angel declared that Babylon the Great had fallen and become a desolate prison for
demons (18:2).
The angel cried out in a powerful voice, declaring words of judgment. “Babylon
the Great is fallen, fallen!” The repetition of the word “fallen” emphasizes the finality of
this announcement. Revelation 14:8 describes this same angelic announcement,
anticipating the destruction of Babylon. In similar terms Isaiah 21:9 predicted the fall of
the ancient city of Babylon (compare Jeremiah 51:8). Future Babylon will also fall
beneath the judgment of God. Like the ancient city, future Babylon will become
desolate. Its desolation is described as the dwelling place of demons, a prison for every
unclean and detestable spirit, bird, and beast. Although future Babylon is an apostate
religious system rather than a physical city, its presence will be evident in many physical
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locations and may indeed have a central seat of influence during the future Tribulation
Period. Its fall will be evident to all who live on the earth in that day. As a home and
prison for demonic powers it will resemble the Abyss, a place of confinement for evil
spirits. Babylon’s power will be destroyed.
The angel declared that nations, kings, and merchants had engaged in Babylon’s
intoxicating spiritual adulteries (18:3).
The far reaching impact of Babylon’s fall is evident in the fact that nations, kings,
and merchants have alike been duped by her power. The nations have drunk the wine of
the anger of her adulteries. The kings of the earth have engaged in prostitution with her.
The merchants of the earth have become wealthy through the power of her luxuries. All
in all, the power brokers of the world were both duped and delighted by apostate
religion’s influence. Babylon’s fall will undermine the world’s political and commercial
power. Babylon will fall. Christians can be certain that idolatrous, apostate forms of
religion are temporary. Therefore, we dare not give up on our faith in Jesus Christ, the
Lamb who is Lord.
Don’t be fooled—“another voice” warned that God’s people
should separate themselves from apostate, idolatrous religion (18:4-8).
At this point John heard another voice calling for Babylon’s judgment and
warning God’s people to remain faithful.
John heard another voice from heaven calling God’s people to flee from Babylon and
thereby avoid her just judgment (18:4-5).
John heard “another voice,” another like the one he’d just heard. This was likely,
therefore, the voice of another angel speaking on behalf of God. This voice called out to
“my people” (speaking on behalf of God), warning God’s people to get out of Babylon
before God’s judgment fell. Jeremiah expressed a similar warning to God’s people in
regard to the ancient city of Babylon (Jeremiah 50:8; 51:6-9, 45). The severity of God’s
impending judgment will warrant a quick escape from Babylon. The warning is twofold.
God warned His people to separate themselves from Babylon in order to avoid sharing in
her sins. Living in Babylon would make it difficult to remain faithful to God. God also
warned His people to separate themselves from Babylon in order to escape the judgment
that will fall on her, the plagues that will form her judgment and bring about her
downfall. Like Lot escaping from Sodom (Genesis 19:1-29), God’s people in that future
day will need to flee from Babylon for safety. Like the Israelites escaping from Egypt
(Exodus 12:29-36), God’s people will be protected from the plagues that rain down on
future Babylon. The reason for Babylon’s judgment is her sins, sins that had coalesced
(literally “glued” themselves together) and reached to heaven. There God “remembered”
Babylon’s crimes, that is, He took notice of Babylon’s compounding sins that reached the
point of divine judgment.
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The voice called for Babylon to receive double the torment that she had poured out on
others because of her arrogance (18:6-7).
The angelic voice then called on God to judge Babylon according to her sins, to
repay her in kind. In fact, the angel called for God “to double the double” of her evil
works, to “mix to her double” the cup of evil and torment she had mixed and poured out
on God’s people. Babylon’s crimes were not just crimes against God’s people. They
were sins against God Himself. Therefore, they warrant double punishment. Babylon
had “glorified” herself through her evil works. She’d lived in luxury while causing
God’s people to suffer. Therefore the angel called on God to repay her with torment and
sorrow. Although Babylon will face certain destruction she, in her arrogance, believes
that she will continue to rule as a queen, that she will not be widowed by losing the
support of her lovers, that she will not see sorrow. It’s this arrogance, this hubris that will
keep Babylon from suspecting that her judgment is certain. It won’t be just the apostate
religious system that will fall in judgment, but all those who participate in that system.
God’s judgment is both certain and just.
Babylon’s judgment will fall on her quickly and completely at the hands of our
powerful God (18:8).
In spite of her arrogance and self-confidence, Babylon will fall. God will pour
out His plagues on her “in one day.” Her destruction will be quick and complete,
culminating in a specific moment—a day—of destruction. She’ll experience “death and
sorrow and famine” leading up to that climactic day. She’ll “be consumed with fire.”
Babylon will fall—totally, dramatically, climactically, completely, and finally. Her fall is
certain because “The Lord God who judges her is powerful.” Babylon in all her
splendor, power, and arrogance is no match for the power and holiness of God.
Christians dare not be fooled by the splendor of apostate religion, the lure of idolatry in
its manifold forms. Instead, we must remain faithful to the Lamb who is Lord. From the
perspective of eternity it’s best to faithfully follow Jesus today and every day.
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Mourning and Rejoicing over the Fall of Babylon
(Revelation 18:9-24)
The future fall of Babylon will evince mixed emotions. Apostate, idolatrous
religion has proven to be profitable financially and psychologically to many people.
However, its moral bankruptcy is evident to those who follow Jesus Christ. When
Babylon falls, those who have profited from its deceptive practices will mourn their
personal loss. At the same time, the people of God and even the angels in heaven will
rejoice. These opposing reactions have always characterized the spiritual realities of the
world. Sinners celebrate sin. The righteous celebrate righteousness, the righteousness
that comes through faith in Jesus Christ. Psalm 73 bemoans the prosperity of the wicked
until their final destination becomes clear. The craftsmen in Ephesus who accumulated
wealth by making idols of the goddess Artemis were incensed when the apostle Paul won
people away from idolatry to Jesus Christ (Acts 19:23-28). Sin and righteousness forever
stand in opposition. God’s people must always react differently to sin than does the
world. So it will be with the fall of Babylon. When sin is defeated God is glorified. This
is true at the global level as well as in the individual heart.

Because sin is profitable, those who prosper from
apostate, idolatrous religion will mourn its certain demise (18:9-19).
Too often people profit from the sins of others. Drug dealers become powerful at
the expense of addicts. Charlatans reap a reward from their naïve followers within cults
and false religions. Babylon the Great, the future focal point of apostate, idolatrous
religion will likewise yield benefits to those who side with its anti-God ways. Its fall will
produce great mourning on the part of those who profit from its schemes. The angel
speaking to John presents three categories of people who will cry out, “Woe, woe” over
Babylon’s fall—monarchs, merchants, and mariners.
Monarchs who benefitted from apostate religion will mourn its fall, crying “Woe,
woe!” over Babylon’s destruction (18:9-10).
The first beneficiaries of apostate, idolatrous religion are the rulers of the earth,
the kings. These monarchs “committed adultery” with Babylon, having shared in its
idolatrous ways for their own profit. When “church” and state are one, the state can
control the religious affairs of its citizens and extract great wealth in the name of religion.
The church and state of the Middle Ages is an example of such power and glory.
Monarchs and priests alike profited from the state controlled church. In the future, kings
will likewise share in the luxuries of apostate religion. But when Babylon falls, these
same kings will weep and wail. The smoke produced by the burning of Babylon will
prompt the rulers of the earth, though standing at a distance out of fear of association, to
cry out, “Woe, woe to the great and powerful city, Babylon.” The city’s judgment will be
swift in that day; her final downfall will take but one hour. All that the kings of the earth
banked on by siding with Babylon will be gone. They’ll weep over Babylon’s fall.
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Merchants who benefitted from apostate religion will mourn its fall, crying “Woe,
woe!” over Babylon’s destruction (18:11-17a).
In addition to monarchs, merchants have also benefited from apostate, idolatrous
religion. Commerce built on religious protections and practices can be profitable. When
Babylon falls, the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn its downfall. Their ability
to sell their wares will be decimated. The angel speaking to John itemized the kinds of
wares the merchants will no longer be able to sell. These will include precious metals,
valuable cloth, manufactured items, spices, incense, wine, grain, cattle, chariots, and even
human beings—a profitable slave trade. These merchants will acknowledge that they’ve
lost everything, that their wealth is lost beyond recovery. Like the monarchs, these
merchants will watch the destruction of Babylon from a distance in order to avoid its
punishment. They’ll cry out, “Woe, woe, O great city!” Babylon had been adorned with
the products they’d produced (compare Revelation 17:4), but now their profit was ruined.
Babylon’s great wealth will be destroyed quickly, in one hour.
Mariners who benefitted from apostate religion will mourn its fall, crying “Woe, woe!”
over Babylon’s destruction (18:17b-19).
In the same way mariners will mourn the fall of Babylon. Here the angel refers to
captains, travelers, and sailors—those who gain their livelihoods from the sea. They too
will stand at a distance and watch as the smoke of Babylon’s destruction ascends into the
sky. They’ll declare that nothing compared with Babylon for greatness. They’ll throw
dust on their heads as a sign of grief, crying out with weeping and mourning, “Woe, woe
to the great city.” These mariners will acknowledge that Babylon, apostate religion, had
made them rich. But now Babylon had fallen quickly, in just one hour. Sin is profitable,
and those who profit from apostate religion will mourn its final fall.

Because sin is reprehensible, those who abhor
apostate, idolatrous religion will celebrate its demise (18:20-24).
While the wicked will mourn the fall of Babylon, God’s people will rejoice over
the demise of apostate, idolatrous religion. Sin to the unbeliever is profitable, but to the
believer it’s reprehensible.
The righteous people of God will rejoice rather than mourn the fall of apostate religion
(18:20).
John heard the angel instruct God’s people to rejoice over the fall of Babylon.
Heaven, that is heaven’s inhabitants including angelic beings, is to share in this
celebration. Likewise, “saints,” “apostles,” and “prophets” will rejoice at the fall of
apostate, idolatrous religion. The righteous will rejoice because God is the one who
judges Babylon. Sin fails. God’s ways prevail. God’s people will rejoice.
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A mighty angel threw a millstone into the sea, portraying the violent fall of Babylon the
Great (18:21).
At this point John saw another mighty angel, possibly the same angel from
Revelation 5:2 or 10:1. This mighty angel lifted “a stone, a great millstone,” and threw it
into the sea. By this symbolic act the angel declared that Babylon, “the great city,” will
be thrown down violently from its position of power and will be beyond recovery. The
fall of Babylon will be swift and final.
The angel declared that Babylon’s fall will be swift, complete, and just (18:22-24).
The mighty angel then described the finality of Babylon’s downfall. No longer
will Babylon enjoy the sound of harps, musicians, flutes, and trumpets. No longer will
Babylon enjoy the products of talented craftsmen. No longer will Babylon hear the
sound of mills at work. No longer will lamps shine in Babylon. No longer will the joyful
sounds of brides and bridegrooms grace the city. Babylon will fall, and its fall will be
final. Its merchants had been considered the greatest people on earth, and the nations had
been deceived by its sorcery. Of course, the defeat of idolatry will be fair and just. After
all, Babylon was responsible for shedding the blood of prophets and saints, the source of
persecution of God’s people. Babylon had traded in persecution and death. Now she too
met her death. No wonder God’s people will rejoice. When sin is defeated God is
glorified.
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The Marriage Supper of the Lamb
(Revelation 19:1-10)
At last the wedding day has arrived! Every bride looks forward to her special
day. Every bridegroom anticipates with joy this grand event. Revelation 19:1-10
describes the return of Jesus Christ to establish His kingdom on earth as a wedding
celebration, a marriage feast—the marriage supper of the Lamb.
In ancient times a marriage began with the groom’s family arranging the union
with the bride’s family, often paying a price for the bride—Jesus paid the price for His
bride by dying on the cross (1 Corinthians 7:23). Then the groom would return to his
father’s house to prepare a room for his bride. Jesus is preparing a place for us in His
Father’s house (John 14:2). When all was ready, the groom would retrieve His bride and
take her to be with him. Jesus promised to return and take His followers to be with Him
forever (John 14:3), an event that seems to coincide with the rapture of the church (1
Thessalonians 4:16-17). The bride would prepare herself for this event for many months
and, upon reaching her new home, finalize her preparations through cleansing and putting
on her special wedding garments. Paul stated that he had betrothed the church to Jesus
Christ and had jealously guided the church toward purity (2 Corinthians 11:2). The
church, caught up to heaven at the rapture, will finalize its purification at the judgment
seat of Christ (Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15). This may take place in heaven
simultaneously with the seven-year tribulation period on earth. At last the wedding has
arrived. The church will be clothed in fine, bright linen and the marriage supper of the
Lamb will begin, a kingdom feast honoring Jesus Christ and His people.
This visual imagery of Christ’s return heightens our realization that as the bride of
Jesus Christ we must live pure lives while anticipating His return. Appropriately, the
scene in heaven as the marriage supper of the Lamb approaches is one of rejoicing,
celebration, and worship.

Heaven rejoices
when sin is defeated (19:1-5).
The defeat of the prostitute—apostate, idolatrous religion—on earth prompts
shouts of joy in heaven. Hallelujahs will abound in that day.
John heard a great multitude in heaven praising God for defeating the adulterous,
idolatrous religious system of the earth (19:1-3).
“After these things” refers to the events described in the preceding chapters of
Revelation, specifically those relating to the fall of Babylon. The future destruction of
that idolatrous city and system will open the door for Christ’s return. There will still
remain the need to defeat the anti-God political systems on earth in the final battle of
Armageddon, but the bride of Christ will forever replace the prostitute, false religion.
John heard something like a great voice emanating from a massive multitude in
heaven. This multitude, probably consisting of both angels and redeemed human beings,
will shout “Hallelujah.” The Hebrew base for this word literally means “praise the Lord”
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or “praise Yahweh.” “Hallelujah” is common in the Old Testament but used only four
times in the New Testament, all four times within this passage. This word forms a fitting
exclamation for the events that are described leading up to Jesus’ return. The multitude
shouts praise to God based on His work of salvation, His inherent glory, and His great
power (as well as His deserved honor, based on many Greek manuscripts). In addition,
God deserves praise because His judgments are true and righteous.
The judgments described throughout the book of Revelation are perfectly fair and
just. Specifically, God’s judgment of the great prostitute, Babylon the Great—apostate,
idolatrous religion—is perfectly just and appropriate. After all, she had defiled the earth
with her adulteries, leading countless millions and billions away from God and putting to
death God’s servants. Therefore, God justly avenged the blood of His servants, blood
that had been shed at the hand of this vile prostitute.
A second “Hallelujah” comes from this great multitude in heaven. This second
exclamation of praise to God will focus on the everlasting destruction of the great
prostitute. Babylon the Great will be forever destroyed. The smoke of her destruction
will ascend forever. Of course, there will one day be a new heaven and a new earth
devoid of any remnants of the wickedness of this present world (2 Peter 3:10).
Therefore, this eternal smoke may refer to Hell’s flames as a reminder of the destruction
of Babylon. Heaven rejoices when sin is defeated.
The twenty-four elders in heaven joined in praise to God for His victory over the
adulterous, idolatrous religious system of the earth (19:4).
The fourth chapter of Revelation introduced twenty-four elders and four unusual
angelic beings who surround the throne of God in heaven. The elders are redeemed
human beings, representatives of God’s people. These specific representatives together
with the hovering angelic beings join the celebration. They fall before God on His throne
and worship Him, shouting “Hallelujah,” “Praise the Lord!” Heaven rejoices when sin is
defeated.
A voice from the throne invited all of God’s servants to praise Him (19:5).
At this point another voice came from the throne of God, or more specifically
from the direction of the throne, joining in the praise. This was not the voice of God,
since the voice refers to “our” God. Neither is it likely a human voice, since it exhorts
God’s human servants to praise God. This voice must, therefore, be that of yet another
powerful angel. This voice addresses the bond-servants of God and further describes
them as the ones who fear God. It includes “small and great,” all classes of redeemed
humanity. Heaven rejoices when sin is defeated.
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Heaven celebrates
when righteousness reigns (19:6-8).
This passage transitions from the previous section by the use of John’s statement
that he again heard the sound of a massive multitude (compare verse 1). Now the reason
for praise shifts from the judgment of sin to the celebration of righteousness.
John heard a great multitude shouting praise to God for establishing His reign (19:6).
John heard what was like the sound of a massive multitude, probably the same
multitude that shouted “Hallelujah” earlier in the passage. This time John describes the
sound to be like that of “many waters” and “strong thunder”—powerful and arresting.
The multitude shouts the fourth “Hallelujah” in this passage. “Praise Yahweh.” “Praise
the Lord.” The reason for this exclamation is the reign of the Lord God Almighty. God
is all powerful. He is Lord over all. He reigns over His creation. In that future day a
new phase of God’s reign will begin. That reign will encompass the whole world under
the rule of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.
The multitude rejoiced over the fact that the time for the marriage of the Lamb had
arrived and that the bride had prepared herself for this celebration (19:7-8).
The great multitude in heaven joined together to “rejoice,” to “be extremely
joyful,” and to “give glory” to God. The reason for this exuberant celebration is the fact
that “the marriage of the Lamb” has at last come. The wedding day has arrived. The
culmination of the Lamb’s love for His bride is at hand. Furthermore, the bride has
prepared herself for this moment. The New Testament describes the church as the bride
of Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25-27). Jesus has granted His church—His
people—His own righteousness. The bride has prepared herself by receiving that gift of
righteousness through faith in Jesus’ saving work. She, the church, also prepares for that
future wedding day by engaging in practical righteousness, obedience to the loving
commands of Jesus Christ. These “righteous acts” of the saints, believers in Jesus Christ,
constitute the church’s wedding garments. By grace the church receives from God the
right to be clothed in “bright, clean, fine linen,” implying purity and holiness. This fine
linen is both a gift from God and a reflection of the practical outworking of the
righteousness of God in the lives of believers—righteous acts of the saints. In other
words, salvation is a gift from God that carries practical obedience as an outcome. As the
bride of Christ, Christians must prepare for the wedding day by loving Christ and living
for Him. Heaven celebrates when righteousness reigns.

Heaven worships
when Jesus is exalted (19:9-10).
The joy of heaven ultimately centers on the person of Jesus Christ, the Lamb who
is Lord. Heaven rejoices when Jesus is exalted.
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John heard an angel instruct him to write that those who were invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb were truly blessed (19:9).
John had twice heard a great multitude in heaven shouting “Hallelujah” over the
fall of Babylon and the arrival of the Lamb’s wedding day. Now John receives
instructions to write about this event. In Revelation 14:13 John had received similar
instructions, possibly from God Himself. Here it seems that the angel introduced in
Revelation 17:1 is the one instructing John to record this message. The content of the
message is a benediction, a pronouncement of divine blessing on the ones having been
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The marriage (verse 7) and the marriage
supper (verse 9) are closely associated events, nearly indistinguishable chronologically.
The marriage will lead immediately into the marriage feast. That feast will likely take
place on earth and may encompass the entire millennial reign of Jesus Christ. Those who
will be called to this grand event may be the church, the bride of Christ. However, it’s
more likely that those who will be called are those who will be guests at the wedding, in
which case the people of Israel may be in view. God’s ancient, chosen people will
celebrate with Christ’s bride, the church in this culmination of the Lamb’s love for His
people. The angel then assured John that what he had heard and written were “the true
words of God.” The marriage supper of the Lamb is a certain event. Nothing can
prevent Jesus Christ from uniting forever with His followers in eternal, blissful joy.
John fell at the feet of the angel in worship but the angel instructed him to worship
God alone (19:10).
At this point it appears that the weight and glory of these revelations
overwhelmed John and he fell at the feet of the angelic messenger in an attempt to render
worship. But the angel quickly pointed John back to Jesus Christ. He stated that he is a
“fellow bond-servant” and a “brother” spiritually speaking. Angels share in serving God
and in that way have a familial bond with human beings. They, like us, hold the
testimony that Jesus Himself declares. Jesus’ message becomes our message. Therefore,
angels and humans together must “worship God” alone. The angel then states that the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. This statement may refer to the Holy Spirit
as the channel of prophetic truth, the truth about Jesus and His message for the world.
The Holy Spirit elevates Jesus Christ (John 16:14), and we too engage in worship when
Jesus Christ is exalted. We can best exalt Him by living pure lives for Him here and
now. As the bride of Jesus Christ we must live pure lives while anticipating His return.
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The Second Coming of Jesus Christ
(Revelation 19:11-16)
Jesus is coming again! The doctrine of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ is
fundamental to the historic Christian faith. First and foremost, Jesus Himself declared
that He would return (Matthew 16:27; 24:27, 30, 31, 44; Mark 13:26; Luke 21:27-28). In
addition, the early church expected Jesus to return (Acts 1:11) and the apostles predicted
His return (Philippians 3:20; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; Hebrews 9:28). These predictions
fall in line with the Old Testament prophecies about the nature of the Messiah and His
earthly kingdom, prophecies that Jesus did not fulfill in His First Coming (Daniel 7:1314; Zechariah 14:3-9; Malachi 3:1-2). Of course, the book of Revelation predicts the
Second Coming as well (Revelation 16:15; 19:11-16). Taken as a whole, the prophecies
about Jesus’ Second Coming indicate that He will return personally, visibly,
unexpectedly, gloriously, and triumphantly. Revelation 19:11-16 provides a graphic
description of the Second Coming. From this passage we learn that the Lamb who
redeemed us is the Lord who will reign over all. His return will usher in dramatic
changes, some of which are revealed in this passage.

When Jesus returns,
His justice will prevail (19:11).
One consequence of human sin is a persistent injustice in the world. However,
when Jesus comes to establish His kingdom justice will again prevail, justice that flows
from His holiness.
The emblem of Jesus’ holiness—John saw heaven opened and a white horse whose
rider is called Faithful and True (19:11a).
The next image revealed to John through a new vision was that of Jesus Christ.
John saw heaven opened. That which was previously hidden from earth’s view now
became visible. The centerpiece of this vision was a white horse and its rider. The color
white within prophetic literature often refers to purity or holiness. Although the white
horse in Revelation 6:2 mimicked holiness, the white horse in Revelation 19:11 comes
from heaven and presents true holiness. Its rider is called “Faithful” and “True.” Jesus
Christ is faithful to His character, to His purpose, and to His people. He is true
(Revelation 3:7), meaning genuine and without deception. Jesus is trustworthy because
He embodies absolute truth (John 14:6).
The enactment of Jesus’ justice—the rider on the white horse judges and conquers
with perfect justice (19:11b).
The rider on the white horse both “judges” and “makes war,” but does so with
perfect justice. He is a righteous judge and warrior. Jesus Christ will never condemn the
righteous nor acquit the wicked. He will fight against those who oppose God, proving
righteousness to be victorious. When Jesus returns, justice will prevail.
154

When Jesus returns,
His glory will be revealed (19:12).
At His First Coming, Jesus entered the world amid humble circumstances.
However, at His Second Coming, Jesus will appear in the fullness of His divine glory.
The glory of Jesus’ countenance—the rider on the white horse is stunning in
appearance (19:12a).
The rider on the white horse, Jesus, has eyes like a flame of fire, piercing,
penetrating (compare Revelation 1:14). He will wear “many diadems,” many kingly
crowns on His head. Crowns represent conquest, authority over nations. Jesus has
authority over all the nations of the earth. His appearance will be stunning.
The glory of Jesus’ name—the rider on the white horse will bear a name known only
to Him (19:12b).
The name “Jesus” means “Savior.” In addition to this personal name Jesus has
many other descriptive names and titles—the Word, Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, Messiah
(Christ). On the cross Jesus was mockingly assigned the name “King of the Jews,” that
name being written on a plaque for all to see. But at His Second Coming, Jesus will bear
a name known only to Him. This name carries mystery and authority, a name far
surpassing human comprehension. No matter how highly we might venerate Jesus, it will
never be enough. No matter how much we know about Him, it will never reach the lofty
reality of who He is and what He’s done. At His return His glory will be revealed.

When Jesus returns,
His redemption will be proclaimed (19:13-14).
At His First Coming, Jesus provided redemption by dying on the cross. At His
Second Coming, Jesus’ redeeming work will become eminently evident.
The price of Jesus’ redemption—the rider on the white horse is dressed in a robe
dipped in blood (19:13).
The rider on the white horse will be wearing a garment that had been “dipped in
blood.” Isaiah 63:1-6 describes the triumphant arrival of the Messiah as a conquering
warrior whose garments are splattered with the blood of His enemies. However, that
passage describes the completion of the Messiah’s conquest. Revelation 19:13 presents
the departure of Jesus from heaven to initiate His conquest. Therefore, it seems best to
consider the blood on His garments as redemptive blood, His own sacrificial blood.
Jesus, called Faithful and True in verse 11 and having a name known only to
Himself in verse 12, is further identified as “the Word of God.” This name is reminiscent
of John 1:1 and 14 where Jesus is simply called the “Word.” He is the incarnate
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expression of the invisible God, the full expression of God’s divine nature. Jesus is the
Word of God.
The recipients of Jesus’ redemption—the rider on the white horse will lead the armies
of heaven (19:14).
When Jesus returns to earth He will be accompanied by “the armies of heaven.”
This vast force will ride on white horses and be clothed in fine linen, white and clean. In
other words these will be people who have experienced the redemptive grace of Jesus
Christ. They have been cleansed by His blood, made perfect and holy. This army,
therefore, will consist of Christians and possibly redeemed Israelites. Although angels
aren’t mentioned in this context, they will also accompany Jesus at His Second Coming
(Matthew 25:31). This vast army will follow Jesus. Jesus will lead because He is
preeminent.

When Jesus returns,
His victory over sin will be complete (19:15).
Jesus, at His return, will put down all spiritual rebellion and establish His
righteous rule on earth. His victory will be complete.
The nature of Jesus’ victory—the rider on the white horse will decisively defeat His
enemies (19:15a).
A sharp sword will proceed from the mouth of Jesus. This imagery refers to the
power of His spoken word. He created the universe by His spoken word. In the future
He will judge the world by His spoken word. His declared judgment will be sufficient to
conquer every enemy. By His decree, He will smite the nations. His victory will be swift
and decisive.
The promise of Jesus’ victory—the rider on the white horse will precisely fulfill
prophecy (19:15b).
At this point John quotes Psalm 2:9, a Messianic Psalm predicting the victory of
God’s Messiah over the rebellious kings of the earth (compare Revelation 2:27). “He
will rule them with an iron staff.” The word “rule” is literally the verb “shepherd.”
Ancient rulers were often designated as shepherds, those who had responsibility for
protecting and feeding their people. Jesus will establish His kingdom on earth,
shepherding His people. He will rule with “an iron staff.” His justice will be powerful
and inflexible, guaranteeing peace, prosperity, and joy.
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The justice of Jesus’ victory—the rider on the white horse will satisfy God’s righteous
wrath (19:15c).
The fierce nature of Jesus’ spoken-word conquest is described in terms of a
winepress (compare Revelation 14:19-20). Jesus will tread “the winepress of the wine of
the anger of the wrath of God.” This complex phrase emphasizes the horrendous nature
of sin and its deeply dire consequences. Like crushing grapes underfoot, Jesus will defeat
the armies of His enemies. Like juice spilling from the winepress, the blood of Jesus’
enemies will flow in judgment. This destruction is necessary as the just penalty for
God’s offended holiness expressed in His righteous anger. When Jesus returns, His
victory over sin will be complete.

When Jesus returns,
His kingdom will never end (19:16).
Having defeated His enemies, Jesus will establish His messianic kingdom on
earth, a kingdom that will flow into eternity.
The declaration of Jesus’ reign—the rider on the white horse will prominently wear
His title (19:16a).
At His Second Coming, Jesus will be clothed in a garment dipped in blood. On
that garment, on the thigh of that garment, will be yet another name for Jesus. The
location of that name speaks of prominence. His title will be visible for all to see.
The supremacy of Jesus’ reign—the rider on the white horse is King of kings and Lord
of lords (19:16b).
The name that Jesus will so prominently wear at His return is a powerful title—
King of kings and Lord of lords. No earthly king will equal Jesus. No earthly master
will stand above Him. None ever have. None ever will. Jesus will reign with full
authority forever and ever. Because Jesus is already King of kings and Lord of lords, we
as His people would do well to readily surrender our lives to Him. He deserves our
unreserved devotion, obedience, and love. He is our Lord, the Lamb who is Lord. The
Lamb who redeemed us is the Lord who will reign over all.
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The Final Battle of Armageddon
(Revelation 19:17-21)
Jesus is coming again. When He arrives from heaven He’ll face a massive
mobilization of the armies of the earth. They’ll surround Jerusalem in a last ditch effort
to throw off divine rule and maintain their rebellious, idolatrous power. However, Jesus
will defeat these armies in a moment by the power of His spoken word. This final battle
often goes by the name “Armageddon,” a word used only in Revelation 16:16.
Armageddon, or the hill of Megiddo, will be the staging point for earth’s armies in their
approach to Jerusalem and the name of this battlefield gives its name to the final battle.
There will, of course, be multiple battles during the Tribulation Period, nations warring
against each other as the Antichrist quickly takes power. The final battle, however, will
unite the armies of the world against their common enemy, Jesus Christ.
There are several Old Testament references to this final series of battles. That day
will see an invasion from the north (Ezekiel 38:1—39:24; Daniel 11:40-45), the west
(Daniel 9:27), the south (Daniel 11:40-45; Isaiah 34:1-6), and the east (Daniel 11:40-45;
Revelation 9:13-19). These armies will eventually converge on Jerusalem, but Jesus will
mount His own invasion from above (Revelation 14:14-20; 16:15-16; 19:11-21),
defending Jerusalem and God’s people (Joel 3:2, 9-17; Zechariah 12:1-14; 14:1-4). Jesus
Christ will prevail over these opposing armies, defeat the Antichrist and his False
Prophet, and establish His kingdom on earth. The final Battle of Armageddon will prove
that Jesus Christ, the Lamb who is Lord, will defend every friend and defeat every foe.
We can follow Jesus with confidence and hope. Revelation 19:17-21 paints a graphic
picture of Armageddon.

Because the Lamb is Lord
His victory is certain (19:17-18).
The Battle of Armageddon will demonstrate the absolute power of Jesus Christ
over His enemies. His victory is certain.
John saw an angel who cried out for the birds of the air to gather in anticipation of a
great feast (19:17).
John saw a specific, special angel (literally “one angel”) who was standing in the
sun, possibly in the light of the sun or with the sun as a backdrop. This angel, like others
before him, made a proclamation with a loud voice. He addressed all the birds that fly in
mid-heaven (the atmospheric heavens as opposed to the celestial heaven). The angel
invited the birds to gather for a great supper, the great supper of God.
The angel indicated that the birds would feast on those who would die in the final war
against God (19:17b-18).
In contrast to the joyful, celebrative marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation
19:9) will be the dreadful great supper of God at which the birds of the air will gorge on
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the flesh of God’s enemies. The angel indicated to the birds of the air that the menu
would include the flesh of kings, generals (literally “chiliarchs,” rulers of a thousand
soldiers), mighty ones, horses and their riders, and all people free or slave, small or great.
In other words, all who stand in opposition to Jesus Christ will be subject to immediate
physical death at His Second Coming. The final Battle of Armageddon will result in the
death of every member of the opposing armies of the earth. Jesus’ victory is certain.

Because the Lamb is Lord
His victory will be crushing (19:19-20).
The final Battle of Armageddon will turn out to be no contest at all. Jesus will
crush His enemies quickly and decisively.
John saw the beast and a coalition of kings with their armies gathered to make war
with the rider on the white horse (19:19).
Next, John saw the Beast. The “beast out of the sea” of Revelation 13:1, the
Antichrist, so ferocious in appearance and powerful in influence will face off with Jesus
Christ. Accompanying the Beast will be the kings of the earth and their armies.
Revelation 17:12 indicates that a coalition of ten kings will share power with the Beast
for one hour, a brief reign indeed. These kings and their armies will assemble to make
war with the rider on the white horse, Jesus Christ, and His army from heaven. This will
be a contest between heaven and earth, right and wrong, wickedness and righteousness,
the enemy and Jesus Christ.
The beast and the false prophet who led people in opposition to God were captured and
thrown into the lake of fire (19:20).
Although the Battle of Armageddon will include the armies of the earth, their
resistance will be both brief and futile. In an instant the Beast will be taken captive.
Along with the Beast, the False Prophet will be taken prisoner. The False Prophet, the
“beast out of the earth” (Revelation 13:11-17), had performed miraculous signs to sway
the hearts of earth’s inhabitants into worshiping the Beast. He enticed people to receive
the damning mark of the Beast and to worship his image. This deadly duo will together
be thrown alive into “the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.” These two hideous human
beings will be judged and condemned immediately upon Christ’s return. Their
destination will be eternal judgment, and both will still be present in the lake of fire at the
end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:10). The image of fire related to eternal torment
for God’s enemies is consistent in Scripture. Jesus described hell in similar terms
(Matthew 5:22; 13:40-42, 50; 18:8-9; 25:41; Luke 16:23-24). The Apostles likewise
described hell as a place of fiery judgment (James 3:6; Jude 7) and eternal destruction (2
Thessalonians 1:6-10). There is no textual evidence to take these descriptions in less than
a literal way, but even taken figuratively they would point to a horrible, eternal existence
separated from the love of God in Jesus Christ. Jesus’ victory will be crushing.
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Because the Lamb is Lord
His victory will be complete (19:21).
The final Battle of Armageddon will be a complete and comprehensive defeat of
Christ’s enemies.
The armies of the earth were destroyed with the sword of the rider on the white horse
(19:21a).
Having cast the Beast and the False Prophet into the lake of fire, Jesus will next
put to death the coalition of kings and their armies. They will be killed “by the sword” of
the one sitting on the white horse, Jesus Christ. This sword proceeds from His mouth,
implying the power of Jesus’ spoken word (Revelation 19:15). Jesus will destroy the
opposing armies of the earth with a spoken word. The final battle will be swift and
complete.
The birds of the air gorged themselves on the corpses of the defeated armies of the
earth (19:21b).
Because the armies of the earth will be executed by the powerful word of Jesus’
their bodies will lie dead on the battlefield, the food of scavenger birds. The Lamb’s
victory will be complete. The path will be open for Jesus Christ to judge the people
living on earth in that day (Matthew 25:31-46) and then to establish His physical
kingdom on earth (Daniel 2:44). Jesus Christ, the Lamb who is Lord, will defend every
friend and defeat every foe. Therefore, we can follow Jesus with confidence and hope.
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The Millennium
(Revelation 20:1-6)
Jesus is coming again and He is King of kings. As the ultimate King, Jesus will
reign over an earthly kingdom. As a descendant of King David, Jesus will fulfill the
promise of God to maintain David’s throne forever (2 Samuel 7:16). Jesus will also
fulfill the promises of Psalm 2, including universal rule. The Old Testament predicted
that this messianic kingdom will be characterized by peace (Isaiah 2:1-4), righteousness
(Isaiah 11:1-11), prosperity (Isaiah 35:1-2), and worship (Zechariah 14:16-21). This
kingdom, offered by Jesus at His first coming (Mark 1:15) and delayed due to the
unbelief of God’s people, will be established at His second coming (Luke 19:11-27).
Revelation 20:1-6 describes this future messianic kingdom and alone assigns the duration
of this phase of Christ’s rule as lasting one thousand years, a millennium. The
Millennium, therefore, is the future messianic reign of Jesus Christ on earth. While some
interpreters prefer to symbolize this reign as a present reality, the flow of the book of
Revelation points to a future kingdom. The future reign of Jesus Christ on earth
motivates us to welcome His present reign in our hearts. Jesus is King. When He reigns,
things on earth will be much different. When He reigns in our hearts, things are also
much different.

When Jesus reigns,
Satan is powerless (20:1-3).
In Christ’s millennial kingdom Satan will have no influence. Satan has interfered
with humanity’s spiritual existence since the Garden of Eden, but during the Millennium
he will be confined, well out of reach and unable to further plague humankind.
John saw an angel descending from heaven and holding the key to the Abyss (20:1).
In his series of visions (compare Revelation 19:11, 17, 19) John next saw another
angel descending from heaven to earth, where Satan had been thrown previously
(Revelation 12:9). This angel possessed the key to the Abyss, the holding place for
demons (Revelation 9:1-2, 11; 11:7; 17:8). He also had in his hand a great chain. Jude 6
says that certain demons are already bound and chained. Satan’s turn has come.
The angel seized the dragon, Satan, and bound him for a period of one thousand years
(20:2).
The angel took hold of the dragon, the serpent, the devil, Satan—all four terms
are used to clearly identify the object of the angel’s arrest (compare Revelation 12:9).
They reflect Satan’s ferocious, cunning, slanderous, adversarial role. Satan is a powerful
being, worthy of caution—even the archangel Michael dared not accuse Satan and left
Satan’s situation in God’s hands (Jude 9). So the angel who will apprehend Satan must
be empowered by God Himself. That angel will bind Satan with a chain, some form of
spiritual restraint designed for a spirit being. Satan will be bound for one thousand years.
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This is the first of six references to the thousand year reign of Jesus Christ. Because it’s
repeated six times in this context (verses 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) and because there’s no clue in
the text to take this number in a figurative sense, it’s best to understand Christ’s
millennial reign as lasting one thousand years. His eternal reign, of course, will flow out
of this millennial reign.
The angel threw the dragon, Satan, into the Abyss for a period of one thousand years
(20:3).
The angel, empowered by God and equipped with the key to the Abyss, threw
Satan bound into that hideous holding tank. The angel then shut and sealed the Abyss
over Satan. During the Millennium, Satan will be unable to deceive the nations of the
earth for that entire thousand-year period. Satan has deceived people from the beginning
(Genesis 3:1-5). He’s the father of lies (John 8:44). He, through the False Prophet, will
deceive future nations and people, prompting them to reject God and worship the Beast.
However, for one thousand years Satan will have no influence in this world. At the end
of the Millennium, Satan will be released for a brief period of time. God’s reason for
releasing Satan is never stated. We do know that Satan will mount one last effort to
topple Christ’s kingdom, but that effort will fail (Revelation 20:7-9). So, for a thousand
years Christ will reign on earth and Satan will be bound. When Jesus reigns, Satan is
powerless.

When Jesus reigns,
life replaces death (20:4-5).
In Christ’s millennial kingdom His martyred saints will receive resurrection life.
Life replaces death when Jesus reigns.
John saw enthroned judges and the souls of those who had been martyred in resistance
to the beast (20:4a).
Next John saw an unspecified number of thrones and people sitting on these
thrones. The occupants of these thrones may be the twenty-four elders (Revelation 4:4),
the church (1 Corinthians 6:2), the twelve disciples (Luke 22:28-29), or some other select
group of future judges chosen by God. Those sitting on these thrones will be given by
God the right to judge. They will apparently pronounce God’s blessing on those who had
died as martyrs under the rule of the Beast. John saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus Christ and the Word of God. They
remained faithful to God’s Son and God’s truth in the face of the most severe persecution
and gave their lives for their beliefs. They refused to worship the Beast or his image.
They refused to receive the mark of the Beast on their foreheads or their hands. They
died horrible deaths because they refused to deny Jesus Christ.
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The martyrs came to life and reigned with Christ for a period of one thousand years
(20:4b).
These Tribulation martyrs will be judged worthy of life. John says that they lived,
they came back to life. They will experience physical resurrection. In their resurrected
state they will reign with Christ for one thousand years.
The rest of the dead would not come to life until the end of the period of one thousand
years (20:5a).
Apparently there will be a sequence of resurrections. The rest of the dead, that is,
those who die as unbelievers, will not be resurrected until the conclusion of the
Millennium.
The resurrection of the martyrs is the first resurrection (20:5c).
Those resurrected prior to the Millennium participate in what John calls the “first
resurrection.” The first resurrection encompasses all of God’s people including those
resurrected at the time of Jesus’ resurrection (Matthew 27:52), the church resurrected at
the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16), believing Jews from ancient times (Daniel 12:2), and
Tribulation saints. This first resurrection stands in contrast to the second resurrection
which will include only unbelievers. The first resurrection is a resurrection to eternal life.
When Jesus reigns, life replaces death.

When Jesus reigns,
His people reign (20:6).
In Christ’s millennial kingdom His martyred saints will reign with Him. Those
who love the Lamb who is Lord will share in His glorious joy.
Those who have a part in the first resurrection are blessed and sanctified (20:6a).
Because the first resurrection includes all who will enjoy eternal life in the
presence of Jesus Christ there is a blessing attached to those who take part in this
resurrection. All such believers are designated as “holy,” having been sanctified by faith
through the sacrificial blood of Jesus.
Those who have a part in the first resurrection will not be subject to the second death
(20:6b).
Another reason those who have a part in the first resurrection are blessed is
because they will never experience the second death. The second death refers to eternal
death. We die once when our bodies expire in this life. The second death comes when
those who have rejected Jesus Christ stand in judgment and are condemned to eternal
death. This second death, however, has no authority over those who share in the first
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resurrection. There’s a clear line of delineation between the saved and the lost, the
believer and the unbeliever, eternal life and eternal death.
Those who have a part in the first resurrection will reign with Christ for a period of
one thousand years (20:6c).
In contrast to eternal death, those raised in the first resurrection will become
“priests” of God and of Christ (compare Revelation 5:10). A priest has direct access to
God, and all believers will have direct access to God the Father and Jesus Christ forever,
never to be separated again by sin. They will also “reign” with Jesus Christ for one
thousand years. During the Millennium all believers will share in Christ’s earthly reign.
This reign will flow into an eternal reign (Revelation 22:5). But in what way will
believers reign with Jesus Christ? Over what or whom will they reign? This shared reign
may include a hierarchy of responsibilities within Christ’s earthly kingdom and it may
also include sharing dominion over the physical creation as originally intended in the
Garden of Eden (Genesis 1:26, 28). In other words, people will be at perfect harmony
with God, one another, and nature in a righteous kingdom on earth under the ultimate rule
of the Lamb who is Lord. When Jesus reigns, His people reign. The future reign of Jesus
Christ on earth motivates us to welcome His present reign in our hearts. Jesus Christ is
King!
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The Great White Throne
(Revelation 20:7-15)
Undoubtedly the saddest passage in the book of Revelation is that which refers to
the eternal condemnation of the lost. Revelation 20:7-15 describes the final rebellion and
eternal destiny of Satan followed by the final judgment and condemnation of those who
have refused to follow the Lamb. This passage portrays hell as a real place of eternal
torment. Such a description is consistent with the teachings of Jesus and the rest of the
New Testament. Hell is a place of darkness and despair (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30),
fiery judgment and suffering (Matthew 13:42, 50; Luke 16:23-24), separation and sorrow
(Matthew 24:51; Luke 13:28; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10), and external pain and internal
torment (Mark 9:42-48). The fact that God warns about hell is a mark of His love and
grace. However, all who reject His love and grace in the person of Jesus Christ must
suffer eternal separation from God. To downplay the horrors of hell is to downplay the
nature of sin, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross, and the love and justice of God.
Therefore, Revelation 20:7-15 should serve as a dire warning to all who question the
necessity of faith in Jesus Christ. Because of the reality of hell we must rely on the
Savior, the Lamb who is Lord. It poses two compelling questions. Have you surrendered
your life to God? Is your name in the Book of Life?

The Final Rebellion—Satan will
ultimately be forever confined to hell (20:7-10).
Satan’s release, rebellion, and judgment point us to the first question. Have you
surrendered your life to God? Those who follow Satan’s example of personal, willful
rebellion will suffer Satan’s fate.
After the one thousand year reign of Jesus Christ, Satan will be released and gather an
army to once again oppose God (20:7-8).
After His return to earth, Jesus will reign as King of kings and Lord of lords over
His messianic kingdom for one thousand years. This millennial reign will be
characterized by righteousness and prosperity. During that period those believers who
survived the seven year Tribulation will populate the earth. At the end of the Millennium
there will be many people who, while submitting to Christ’s rule externally, will resist
Jesus in their hearts. Even in the most perfect environment imaginable human sin will
persist, proving that sin isn’t a product of the environment but a reality of the heart.
At the conclusion of the Millennium, Satan will be released from his prison, the
Abyss (Revelation 20:3). For reasons unrevealed to humankind, Satan must have one last
opportunity to deceive the nations and mount an attack on Jesus Christ. Perhaps this final
rebellion is necessary to prove both the hideous, unrelenting nature of sin and the
powerful, just judgment of God. Upon his release from the Abyss, Satan will go out and
once again deceive the nations throughout the four corners of the earth. John identifies
these nations with the names Gog and Magog. Ezekiel 38:2 refers to Gog as the leader of
the land of Magog and links these names to a great, future battle likely identified with the
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Battle of Armageddon at the time of Jesus’ Second Coming. The fact that the names Gog
and Magog again appear at the end of the Millennium is probably a literary device by
which John identifies the future nations as being like Gog and Magog all over again. The
last rebellion will draw people from a wider range than the land of Magog—from the four
corners of the earth. However, in character these nations will be like those who stood
against Christ at His return to earth. These nations, consisting of unconverted
descendants of the Tribulation survivors, will follow Satan’s lead and assemble for war.
Their numbers will be great, “like the sand of the sea.” It’s difficult to understand how
there can be such widespread rejection of Jesus Christ during a time of millennial bliss,
but the fact is that the sinful human heart is stubbornly resistant to God. We dare not
underestimate the power and perniciousness of sin.
Satan’s army will surround Jerusalem, but fire from heaven will quickly and finally
destroy it (20:9).
This future army will rise up against the King of kings, gathering from around the
globe. It will surround “the camp of the saints,” further described as “the beloved city,” a
reference to the city of Jerusalem. The armies of the earth under the direction of Satan
will converge on the capital of the Messiah’s kingdom. However, this attack will be
quickly thwarted. Fire will come down out of heaven and devour this rebellious army.
Just as Jesus Christ will destroy the rebellious armies of the earth at His Second Coming
by the word of His mouth, so He will destroy the rebellious armies of the earth at the end
of the Millennium by the power of His will. The Lamb’s victory will be swift and
complete.
Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire where he will justly be tormented forever
(20:10).
Having defeated the human armies under Satan’s spell, Jesus will then take care
of Satan once and for all. The devil, the deceiver, will be thrown into the lake of fire and
sulfur—hell. John notes that this is the same lake of fire into which the Beast (the
Antichrist) and the False Prophet had been confined at the beginning of the Millennium
(Revelation 19:20). The fact that these two nefarious individuals are still in torment in
hell at the end of the Millennium is evidence that there is no annihilation of the dead, nor
any second chance of salvation. Of course, Satan will not rule in hell. He, along with the
Antichrist and the False Prophet, will be “tormented” there, day and night, forever and
ever. Hell is real. It’s a place of eternal suffering. Its very existence warns us to
surrender our lives to God.

The Final Judgment—Unbelievers will ultimately
be forever confined to hell (20:11-15).
The final judgment of Satan leads to the final judgment of unbelievers and raises a
second compelling question. Is your name in the book of life?
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John saw God seated on a great white throne, from which the earth and the sky fled
(20:11).
In his vision of the future John next saw a Great White Throne. By its very
description this seems to be a throne that’s distinct from the other thrones in the book of
Revelation, even God’s glorious throne described in Revelation 4:2. The Great White
Throne is specifically identified with judgment. Its greatness may reflect the greatness of
God’s justice and the color white refers to the purity of His judgment. The One sitting on
the throne may be God the Father (Daniel 7:9-10). However, God the Son shares the
glorious throne with the Father (Revelation 3:21; 5:6) and therefore likely shares the
Great White Throne with Him as well. In fact, Jesus claimed that the Father had
entrusted all judgment to Him (John 5:22-23). It might be best to conclude that the
Father and the Son share the Great White Throne with the Son, Jesus Christ, acting as
final judge on behalf of the Father.
John states that the earth and the heavens will flee from the face of the One on the
Great White Throne. There will be no place remaining for the earth and sky. This may
be John’s way of describing the impending dissolution of the present heaven and earth in
preparation for the new heaven and the new earth (Revelation 21:1). Second Peter 3:7-13
describes a future dissolution of the earth, a transformation into a new heaven and a new
earth, “the home of righteousness.” Revelation 21-22 provides a detailed description of
this new heaven and new earth along with the New Jerusalem.
John saw the dead standing in front of the throne where they will be judged based on
their deeds recorded in the books that lay open before them (20:12-13).
With the Great White Throne clearly in view, John next saw “the dead, great and
small.” The dead from all classes of people will be resurrected to stand before the Great
White Throne and receive their judgment. Those who are summoned to this judgment
consist of all who had rejected God’s grace throughout human history. (Church saints are
judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ according to 1 Corinthians 5:10, presumably at the
time of the Rapture. Old Testament and Tribulation saints are presumably judged at the
time of Christ’s Second Coming as participants in the first resurrection according to
Revelation 20:4-5.) At the Great White Throne Judgment the books, the records of deeds
performed on earth, will be opened. In addition, a special book, the Book of Life, will
also be opened. The Book of Life is a record of everyone who ever lived, their names
being included until the moment of death at which time their names are removed if they
didn’t put their faith in God’s saving grace (compare Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 21:27).
By God’s grace it seems that the Lord first checks the Book of Life to make certain that
those standing before the Great White Throne aren’t in the wrong place. However, since
their names don’t appear in the Book of Life, those standing before the Great White
Throne will be judged based on the other books, the books listing their works. Of course,
their works cannot measure up to the holy standard of heaven. We are saved by grace
through faith, not by our own merit.
John elaborates on the identity of those standing before the Great White Throne.
He notes that the sea gave up its dead, that is, those lost or buried at sea will face this
final judgment. In addition, death and Hades will give up their dead. This may be a way
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of describing the general condition of lost humanity. Hades is a general term for the
grave or, literally, the “unseen” realm. Like the sea, the graves on land will surrender
their dead for judgment. All will be judged based on their works. Since human works
cannot earn salvation, this judgment of the works of the lost lends support to the idea that
there will be degrees of punishment in hell. The Lamb who is Lord will judge each
person according to his or her works on earth. No unkind act will be overlooked, no
impure thought ignored. Christ’s judgment will be thorough and just.
Death and Hades will be thrown into the lake of fire, constituting the second death
(20:14).
Upon completion of judgment before the Great White Throne, the lost will be
thrown into the lake of fire, the same destiny of Satan, the Antichrist, and the False
Prophet. John designates this destiny as the second death. The first death is our natural
death, the passing from this life into the next. The second death, applied only to those
who failed to believe in God’s grace, is eternal death in hell. John, for a second time,
underscores this reality by calling the second death the lake of fire. This second death
cannot touch the people of faith (Revelation 20:16). However, no unbeliever can escape
this second death.
Anyone whose name is not found in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire
(20:15).
The ultimate decision about a person’s eternal destiny is whether or not his or her
name is found in the Book of Life. To have one’s name included in the Book of Life is a
matter of response to God’s good news of salvation in this life. Those whose names are
not written in the Book of Life must be thrown into the lake of fire, into eternal
punishment in hell. However, if you’re name is in the book of life, if you’ve responded
to Jesus Christ’s sacrifice for our sins by putting your faith in Him, you’re name is in the
Book of Life. Eternal life is ours through faith in Jesus Christ. Is your name in the Book
of Life? Because of the reality of hell we must rely on the Savior, the Lamb who is Lord.
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The New Heaven, New Earth, and New Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:1-8)
The last two chapters of Revelation provide a glimpse into the eternal destiny of
God’s people. Judgment is over. Heaven prevails. The heavenly Jerusalem—the eternal
abode of those justified by the shed blood of the Lamb who is Lord—takes center stage.
This New Jerusalem is a part of a new heaven and a new earth. In many ways, the
description of our future eternal destiny as believers reflects the condition of the original
Garden of Eden. Paradise is restored, and it will be better than ever! While Revelation
21-22 doesn’t answer all of our questions about our heavenly home, we do find in these
chapters enough to make our hearts long for that future. Our hope for the future
motivates us to live for the Lamb in the present. Revelation 21:1-8 presents several
realities about our heavenly home to which we look forward with great anticipation.

We look forward to a new,
glorious, physical existence in eternity (21:1-2).
Creation itself will be renewed, a re-creation of heaven and earth. This new
heaven and new earth will include the New Jerusalem, the home of righteousness.
John saw a new heaven and a new earth (21:1).
The eventual dissolution of the present heaven and earth is not a new concept. In
contrast to the eternality of God, the present physical order will be destroyed (Psalm
102:25-27; Isaiah 51:6; Matthew 24:35; 2 Peter 3:10-12). Revelation 20:11 says that
there will be no place left for the earth and the heavens (the atmospheric heavens and
outer space). These must pass away in order to make room for the new heaven and new
earth. The idea of the new heaven and new earth is first mentioned in Isaiah 65:17 in
the context of the millennial reign of the Messiah, although its mention in that context
probably anticipates the conclusion of the Millennium. Isaiah 66:22 also states that God
will create a new heaven and a new earth. Second Peter 3:13 describes this new heaven
and new earth as the home of righteousness.
According to Revelation 21:1, John saw a new heaven and a new earth. Their
appearance was necessitated by the passing away of the first heaven and earth
(Revelation 20:11). It’s debatable whether this new heaven and new earth are
renovations of the present heaven and earth (Romans 8:19-22) or an entirely re-created
heaven and earth. A total re-creation, though possibly reconstructed from the molecular
structures of the old creation, seems to be most likely. This new creation will reflect the
original, pre-sin creation design. It’s definitely a physical creation made to be the home
of physically resurrected people. Our concept of heaven should be less about an ethereal
existence and more about a physical reality. The only difference between the old world
and the new earth that John mentions is the absence of any “sea.” Many scholars take
this concept in a figurative sense because the sea was often an image of chaos and a
source of fear. However, in a literal way it makes sense that the future earth will require
more space for living and have less need for expansive bodies of water.
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John saw the New Jerusalem descending from heaven (21:2).
Having seen the new heaven and new earth, John next saw the New Jerusalem.
He describes the New Jerusalem as the “holy city” in contrast to the old Jerusalem that
was noted for persecuting God’s prophets (Revelation 11:8). The New Jerusalem will
descend from heaven (the dwelling place of God) from God. It’s a city that was
“prepared,” the same verb Jesus used in John 14:2 when He promised His disciples that
He was going to heaven to prepare a place for them. It seems that the New Jerusalem is
that new home. Hebrews 11:10 says that Abraham looked forward to such a city, and
Hebrews 11:16 states that God has prepared a city for the saints of old. Old Testament
saints and the New Testament church—believers from every era—will inhabit this city
(compare Revelation 3:12). John says that the New Jerusalem was prepared in heaven
“as a bride” made beautiful for her husband. In other words, the eternal city is a
beautiful, glorious place, designed to delight its inhabitants and enhance the glory of the
Lord.

We look forward to the personal,
comforting, protective presence of God (21:3-4).
The new heaven, new earth, and the New Jerusalem contain a common, inspiring
theme—the presence of God.
John heard a loud voice proclaiming God’s personal presence with His people (21:3).
Having seen the new heaven, the new earth, and the New Jerusalem, John next
heard a loud voice emanating from the throne. This may be the voice of God the Father,
the voice of Jesus Christ, or the voice of a powerful angel. The uncertainty of the source
of the voice lends itself to the mystery of the occasion but in no way detracts from the
message. The authority of the throne of God is behind the message. This powerful voice
declared, “The tabernacle of God is with humanity.” The ancient Tabernacle, replaced by
the Temple, was the focal point of God’s presence among His people in days gone by. In
the future, God will “tabernacle” with people. We will belong to God and God will be
with us. Forever God’s people will be in God’s presence! God delights to be with His
people and we’ll forever delight to be with Him.
The voice declared that God will wipe away every tear and remove all death, sorrow,
and pain (21:4).
In the eternal presence of God, sorrow will cease and joy will prevail. God will
wipe away every tear from our eyes. There will be no more death, no sorrow, no crying,
no pain. In this new, heavenly existence the “first things” have “passed away” (compare
verse 1). It’s difficult, even impossible for us to imagine the absence of suffering and
sorrow. However, by the miraculous and mysterious power of God all thoughts of past
heartaches and of lost loved ones will be healed and replaced by the joy of the Lord.
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There will be no fear of death. There will be no disease. There will be no despair. All
things will be new.

We look forward to a trustworthy,
living, relational inheritance from Jesus Christ (21:5-8).
Of course, Jesus Christ, the Lamb who is Lord, will be central to our future,
heavenly existence. Through Him we inherit eternity.
Jesus declared that He is making everything new (21:5).
John refers to “the one sitting on the throne” as speaking. This may refer to the
Father, but His description as the “Alpha and Omega” (verse 6) in comparison with
Revelation 1:8 and 22:13 make it probable that Jesus Christ is the speaker. Jesus
declares, “Behold, I am making all things new.” While an angel may be the one
interjecting the next line, there’s no reason to assume that Jesus isn’t the one giving John
the command to write. John was instructed to write the words that he heard since they
are faithful and true. Jesus is truly making all things new. He is faithfully fulfilling His
promises. John may have been momentarily overwhelmed by the revelations he was
receiving and neglected to write them down, thus prompting the reminder to write.
Jesus promised to give freely from the water of life to all who are thirsty (21:6).
Jesus next tells John, “It has come to be,” referring to making all things new. The
time has arrived. The new creation is complete. In that day we will enjoy the living
presence of our living Lord forever. Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end,” alpha and omega being the first and last letters of the Greek
alphabet. Jesus encompasses all time and eternity. He spoke the original creation into
existence and He will create the new heaven and the new earth, making all things new.
In addition, Jesus promised to give freely to all who are thirsty the right to drink from the
fountain of the water of life (compare Isaiah 55:1; John 4:10-14). This refreshing, lifegiving water will satisfy our souls for all eternity.
Jesus assured all spiritual victors that they will inherit the New Jerusalem (21:7).
Jesus then addressed those who “overcome” or who are “victorious” spiritually, a
way of referring to all who place their faith in His redeeming work (1 John 5:4-5). Those
who have entered into His saving grace will inherit this new existence—the new heaven,
the new earth, and the New Jerusalem. Jesus will be their God and they will be sons and
daughters to Him. There will be a depth of relationship unparalleled on earth between the
Lord Jesus Christ and His people.
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Jesus warned that all the ungodly will experience the second death in the lake of fire
(21:8).
In contrast to those who are spiritual victors through faith in Jesus Christ are those
who reject His saving grace. They will be excluded from the new heaven, the new earth,
and the New Jerusalem forever. Jesus describes such people as cowardly (in the face of
persecution), unbelieving, vile (literally “polluted” spiritually), murderers, sexually
immoral, practitioners of magic, idolaters, and all liars. Such people, all people who
haven’t welcomed the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, will have their part in the lake
burning with fire and sulfur—the second death (Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 14). In that
place there is no relationship with Jesus and no hope of an eternal inheritance in the New
Jerusalem. But for those who place their faith in Jesus Christ there is hope for our eternal
home with Jesus. That hope for the future motivates us to live for the Lamb today.

172

The Design of the New Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:9-21)
Because the future heavenly Jerusalem is a city prepared by Jesus Christ for His
people, it’s reasonable to wonder about the design of this New Jerusalem. How big will
it be? What will it look like? Thankfully, Revelation 21:9-21 provides some answers to
these questions. In his vision of the future John saw the New Jerusalem descending from
heaven and he described it from his vantage point atop a mountain. While his description
lends itself to a variety of conceptualizations it clearly points to a city of unsurpassable
beauty and magnitude. The New Jerusalem, our future heavenly home, will inspire our
imaginations throughout eternity. Nothing compares with our future heavenly home or
our present heavenly Lord.

Our future, eternal home
will radiate the glory of God (21:9-14).
John’s description of the New Jerusalem begins by highlighting “the glory of
God” (verse 11). The radiance of its beauty reflects the radiance of God’s glory.
An angel invited John to examine the bride of the Lamb, the New Jerusalem (21:9-10).
One of the seven angels who poured out the seven bowls of God’s wrath showed
John the harlot city of Babylon (Revelation 17:1). Now another of those seven angels,
possibly the same angel, showed John the holy city, the New Jerusalem. The angel
described the city as “the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” Earlier the Lord’s people, the
church, were described as the bride of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7). Now the city we’ll
inhabit for all eternity bears that title, the city being identified with its inhabitants.
Revelation 21:2 says that the New Jerusalem had been prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. The angel carried John away “in the spirit,” this spiritual trance
linking John’s human spirit with the Holy Spirit (compare Revelation 1:10) so that he
could received God’s revelation. The angel took John in his spiritual trance to a high
mountain, a vantage point from which he could take in the whole picture of the New
Jerusalem (compare Ezekiel 40:2). From that vantage point John saw “the holy city,” the
New Jerusalem, descending from God out of heaven (compare Revelation 21:2). This
city is holy inasmuch as it’s set apart for God and God’s redeemed people and excludes
all that’s unholy.
The New Jerusalem brilliantly radiated the glory of God (21:11).
The overarching characteristic of the future, heavenly Jerusalem is that it radiates
the glory of God. John likened that glory to the brilliance of a precious gem stone,
crystal clear jasper. While it’s difficult to identify the ancient names of gemstones in
modern terms, the crystal clear nature of this jasper may be comparable to a diamond.
The glory of God refers to the manifestation of His greatness and splendor that flows
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from His goodness and holiness. The New Jerusalem will radiate the glory of God like a
brilliant diamond!
The New Jerusalem had a high wall with twelve gates bearing the names of the twelve
tribes of Israel (21:12-13).
Having described the general appearance of the New Jerusalem to be like a
brilliant diamond, John goes on to describe details of the city’s design. In ancient times a
city was most impressive if it had a high, imposing wall for protection. The New
Jerusalem, though it needs no protection, will have an impressive wall, “great and high,”
with twelve entry gates. Each gate will have an angel assigned to watch over it. In
addition, each gate will be inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel
(compare Ezekiel 48:30-34). The ancient people of God, the Israelites, will have access
to the New Jerusalem as will the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. John specified in his
description the location of these twelve gates—three on the east, three on the north, three
on the south, and three on the west sides of the city. In other words, there will be ready
access to the holy city for all of God’s people.
The New Jerusalem had twelve foundations bearing the names of the twelve apostles of
the Lamb (21:14).
John also took note of the foundation of the city wall. There will be twelve
foundations, each foundation bearing the name of one of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
Interestingly, Paul states that the church is built on the foundation of the apostles
(Ephesians 2:19-20). The New Jerusalem will be closely aligned with the church, the
people of the Lamb. Some have conceptualized this foundation of the New Jerusalem to
consist of twelve layers supporting the entire wall, but it seems more likely that there will
be twelve distinct sections of the foundation surrounding the city, each bearing the name
of one of the apostles. Taken as a whole, the New Jerusalem will brilliantly radiate the
glory of God.

Our future, eternal home will have
sufficient room for all of us (21:15-17).
John’s description of the design of the New Jerusalem included its dimensions,
which indicate that the New Jerusalem will be a huge city with room for all of God’s
people.
The angel measured the city’s dimensions—it was 12,000 stadia long, wide, and high
(21:15-16).
The angel who was speaking with John had a golden measuring rod. He would
use this rod to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. The New Jerusalem will be laid
out in a square (literally, foursquare), equal in length and width. The angel measured the
city’s dimensions as being twelve thousand stadia, a stadia being the length of a race
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track (compare “stadium”) equaling about 600 feet. Therefore, the length and width of
the New Jerusalem will be roughly 1400 miles each. Therefore, this will be a massive
city. In addition, the angel measured the city’s height to be equal to its length and width,
a city 1400 miles high. These dimensions lend themselves to multiple interpretations.
Some see the number “twelve thousand” as symbolic, although symbolism doesn’t
necessarily eliminate literal dimensions and the symbolism behind this number is
speculative at best. Some see the cubic dimensions as a reflection of the cubic
dimensions of the Holy of Holies in the Temple, the focal point of God’s presence
(compare 1 Kings 6:19-20). The New Jerusalem will certainly feature the presence of
God among His people (Revelation 21:3). Others conceptualize the height of the city as
representing a pyramid shape or possibly the highest spires of the city. It’s also possible
to conceptualize the New Jerusalem as a city hovering over the earth at an altitude of
1400 miles, the city itself being either square of even a sphere. What is certain is that this
heavenly Jerusalem will be an impressive city large enough for all of God’s people.
The angel measured the city’s wall—it was 144 cubits thick (21:17).
Next the angel measured the wall of the city as being 144 cubits, over 200 feet.
However, the text doesn’t state whether this is the height or the thickness of the wall. It
does reinforce the literal nature of these measurements by saying that the angel was using
human measuring standards. All in all, the New Jerusalem will have sufficient room for
all of God’s people.

Our future, eternal home
will dazzle us with its beauty (21:18-21).
The New Jerusalem won’t merely be functional, it will be beautiful! John
describes the materials that will make up the New Jerusalem—gemstones, pearls, and
transparent gold.
The wall of the city was made of jasper and the city itself of pure gold (21:18).
The material substance of the New Jerusalem’s wall will be jasper. Again, jasper
in Revelation 4:3 and 21:11 seems to refer to a crystal like a diamond. The city itself will
be made of pure gold which is compared to pure glass, possibly transparent with a golden
hue. This city will be stunning in appearance.
The twelve foundations of the city’s wall were decorated with twelve different
gemstones (21:19-20).
Each of the twelve foundations of the city, bearing a name of one of the Lamb’s
apostles, will be adorned with various gemstones. Again, identifying these ancient names
with modern-day gemstones is problematic but the impression is one of brilliant colors
and radiance. John lists the twelve foundations and their decorative gemstones (which
may have these suggested colors) as including jasper (possibly clear or white), sapphire
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(blue), chalcedony (green or greenish-blue), emerald (green), sardonyx (red or streaked
red and white), sardius (red or blood red), chrysolite (yellow), beryl (green), topaz (green
or yellow-green), chrysoprase (green or golden), jacinth (blue or yellow), and amethyst
(blue or purple). Again, the impression that these gemstones makes is one of radiant,
rainbow-like beauty.
The twelve gates of the city were each made of a single pearl (21:21a).
Each of the city’s twelve gates, guarded by an angel and bearing the name of one
of the tribes of Israel, will consist of a single pearl. These must be enormous pearls in
order for one pearl to constitute an entire city gate. Again, the impression is that the New
Jerusalem will be characterized by great grandeur and beauty.
The street of the city was made of pure gold (21:21b).
Finally, John states that the city’s street will be made of pure gold, transparent as
glass. The singular “street” may refer to a central avenue that connects the city as a
whole. Its composition and radiance will be stunning to behold, the perfect complement
to a perfect, holy, heavenly Jerusalem. In other words, the New Jerusalem will dazzle us
with its beauty. With this visual image in mind we know that the New Jerusalem, our
future heavenly home, will inspire our imaginations throughout eternity. Nothing
compares with our future heavenly home or our present heavenly Lord.
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The Splendor of the New Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:22—22:5)
The celestial city, the New Jerusalem, our future heavenly home will be stunning
in appearance. Its design, as revealed in Revelation 21:9-21, will captivate our
imagination for all eternity. Revelation 21:22—22:5 further describes the New
Jerusalem, focusing on its splendor. In order for us to begin to grasp the splendor of our
heavenly home we can compare it to our present existence—specifically comparing
things that will be missing, things that will be restored, and activities that will take place
in the New Jerusalem. Simply stated, sin will be absent, abundance will be restored, and
God’s people will reign in the eternal city of the Lamb. Our glorious future compels us
to live fully for Jesus Christ today.

Some things will be missing in the
heavenly Jerusalem, replaced by better things (21:22-27).
Generally speaking, John described the things he saw in his vision of the future
but now he identifies several things that he didn’t see in the New Jerusalem.
The city has no temple because God and the Lamb are its temple (21:22).
First, John noticed that there was no temple in the New Jerusalem. The temple
was for God’s ancient people the pinpoint of God’s presence on earth (2 Chronicles 7:13) and the focal point of sacrificial worship. The temple was destroyed by the
Babylonians in 587 B.C., rebuilt, and again destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70. The
temple will be rebuilt in the future and become again a center of worship during the
millennial reign of Christ (Ezekiel 40-48). However, in the New Heaven, New Earth, and
New Jerusalem there will be no temple. It will no longer be needed because God will be
personally present among His people. In this way “the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are its temple.” God the Father and God the Son in eternal union with one another will
be manifestly present. All worship will be directed to them without need of sacrifice
because Jesus, “the Lamb,” is our eternal sacrifice. Jesus Christ will forever be known as
the Lamb of God.
The city has no need for the sun and moon because God and the Lamb give it light
(21:23-24).
Next John states that the New Jerusalem has no need for the sun or the moon to
give light. This doesn’t mean that there will be no sun or moon—there may or may not
be. But the light from these heavenly bodies will be unnecessary because the glory of
God will give light to the city, and the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, will be its lamp. The
glory of God is the radiance of His holy character often described as light, even
unapproachable light (1 Timothy 6:16). Jesus claimed that He is the Light of the World
(John 8:12), and this reality will be most evident in the New Jerusalem. The nations
(many manuscripts add “who are saved”) will walk in the light that emanates from Jesus
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Christ. In addition, the kings of the earth will bring (continually, based on the Greek
verb) their glory into the New Jerusalem. These statements seem to indicate that all who
enter eternity as saved people will maintain a level of national or ethnic identity and even
the dignity of positions of leadership. Their previous earthly authority as kings will be
attributed to Jesus Christ, thereby bringing their glory into the New Jerusalem. This
description may imply that there will be activity outside the New Jerusalem, activity that
takes place on the New Earth, with access to the New Jerusalem.
The city has no night so its gates are never shut (21:25-26).
In addition, the gates of the New Jerusalem will never be shut. Revelation 21:12
mentions the existence of twelve gates giving access to the New Jerusalem. These gates
will never close because there will be no night, only daytime in that celestial city. This
ready access will allow the kings of the earth to bring their glory into the city continually,
and the nations of the earth will bring their honor, that is, their worship to the Lamb. The
fact that there is no night in the heavenly Jerusalem may imply that our resurrection
bodies will be less dependent on sleep (unless the rest of the New Heaven and the New
Earth relate in a different way to the light of the New Jerusalem).
The city has no sin because only those whose names are in the Lamb’s book of life will
live there (21:27).
Finally, the New Jerusalem will be void of sin! John states that those who are
characterized by the presently common sinful human condition will have no place in the
New Jerusalem. Likewise, those who make things that are detestable or who are deceitful
will be excluded from the Holy City. After all, their names were not written in the book
of life belonging to the Lamb (compare Revelation 20:15). Their destiny will be the Lake
of Fire. Sin will be absent because God is present in the New Jerusalem.

Some things will be restored in the
heavenly Jerusalem, reflecting previous things (22:1-2).
While certain things will be missing from the New Jerusalem, other things will be
restored to a place of holiness as in the original creation. The New Jerusalem will be in
many ways a new Garden of Eden.
As in the Garden of Eden, a river will run through the city (22:1).
The Garden of Eden had a beautiful river that broke off into four headwaters, a
refreshing source of water (Genesis 2:10). In John’s vision of the New Jerusalem the
angel showed him a river that flowed with the water of life (compare John 4:10;
Revelation 7:17; 21:6; 22:17). This water will be crystal clear, delicious and satisfying.
No one will thirst in the New Jerusalem. The river of the water of life will flow from the
throne of God the Father and of the Lamb, again viewed in unity.
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As in the Garden of Eden, a tree of life will continually bear fruit (22:2).
Among the trees in the Garden of Eden was the tree of life (Genesis 2:9; 3:22-24),
apparently a tree whose fruit would sustain life indefinitely through regular consumption.
John noted that the tree of life will be present in the New Jerusalem. This tree will be in
the middle of the city’s street, the street of gold (Revelation 21:21). The tree of life will
also be in the midst of the river, “here and there” or “on this side and that side.” The
wording of this verse may point to a central avenue paralleling the river and lined with
trees—the tree of life—or the tree of life might straddle the river. The final image
portrayed leaves much room for the imagination, but it will be a beautiful promenade
including a street of gold, a crystal clear river, and a luscious, beautiful fruit tree.
The tree of life will produce twelve different fruit, a different fruit each month
(implying the continuity of monthly cycles in the New Heaven). In addition to its
sustaining fruit, the tree of life will have leaves that will provide “healing” for the
nations. The idea of healing in the heavenly Jerusalem doesn’t imply the presence of
illness or injury. Instead, the term “healing” could refer to the ongoing sustaining of
health. Much like all tears being wiped away due to God’s eternal comfort (Revelation
21:4), all illness will be absent due to God’s eternal provision through the tree of life.
Again, there is much room for imagination in this description. However, we do know
that in our heavenly existence there will be perfect health, fullness of life, constant
refreshment, and eternal beauty—all for our enjoyment and God’s glory.
God’s people will be active in the
heavenly Jerusalem, surpassing present things (22:3-5).
Sin will be absent in the heavenly Jerusalem and all that is beautiful and
refreshing will be continually present. With such provisions, God’s people will actively
serve the Lamb who is Lord.
Relieved from the curse, God’s people will serve Him (22:3-4).
Absent from the New Jerusalem will be any curse. God’s curse fell on the old
world order when sin entered the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:17). But God’s curse is
removed in the New Heaven and New Earth. Again, John states that the shared throne of
God the Father and of the Lamb will be a central feature of the New Jerusalem.
Therefore, God’s “servants” (literally bond-servants) will “serve” or carry out religious
acts of worship directed to “him,” specifically the Lamb. We will see His face (compare
Matthew 5:8; Hebrews 12:14) and we’ll have His name on our foreheads as an indication
of relationship, security, and loyalty (compare Revelation 3:12; 7:3; 14:1). It will be our
eternal joy to celebrate the Lamb and worship our God.
Relieved from darkness, God’s people will reign with Him (22:5).
Again, John mentions that there will be no night in the New Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:25). Nighttime is often a time of danger or fear, but there will be nothing
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to fear in the New Jerusalem. There will be no need for the light of a lamp or the light of
the sun in the heavenly Jerusalem. “The Lord God will shine on them.” God’s people
will walk in the light of the Lord and we will reign with Jesus Christ forever and ever.
To reign in eternity hints at the existence, not of oppressive rulers, but dominion activity
over the New Earth as God intended for the Garden of Eden. The Lamb who is Lord will
reign over all that exists, and we will share in His holy reign. Some things will be
missing in the New Jerusalem, replaced by better things. Some things will be restored in
the New Jerusalem, reflecting previous things. God’s people will be active in the New
Jerusalem, surpassing present things. When we reflect on our eternal home, that glorious
future compels us to live fully for Jesus Christ today.
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An Invitation to the New Jerusalem
(Revelation 22:6-21)
The book of Revelation, having addressed the needs of the church and warned
about future judgments, concludes with a glorious description of the heavenly Jerusalem.
However, any description of heaven apart from an invitation to participate in its splendor
would be meaningless, even heartless. Therefore, Revelation closes with a grand
invitation to “come.” People are invited to come to the Lamb for salvation, even as the
Lamb has promised to come to us as the culmination of human history. As we await the
coming of the Lord we must come to Him for life in its fullest. Revelation 22:6-21
presents the basis for our invitation to enter the New Jerusalem.

We have an invitation to heaven
based on God’s revealed truth (22:6-11).
First, we can be confident that we have a place in the New Jerusalem because of
the truth revealed in the Scriptures. The final verses of Revelation emphasize this
authoritative message by repeatedly using terms like “words” (verses 6, 7, 9, 10, 18),
“prophecy” (verses 7, 10, 18, 19), “prophets” (verses 6, 9), and “book” or “scroll” (verses
7, 9, 10, 18, 19). Each of these terms underscores revealed, divine truth.
The angel told John that this revelation was trustworthy and true (22:6).
“These words,” referring to the description of the New Jerusalem and, indeed, the
entire book of Revelation, are true according to the angel who spoke with John. They are
“faithful” or “trustworthy” words, words that bear the truth of God. They come from the
Lord, the God of the “spirits” of the prophets. Here “spirits” refers to the human spirits
of God’s prophets that connect with the Holy Spirit in prophetic revelation. The Lord
sent His angel to show His servants the things that must occur in the future, things that
will occur “soon” or “quickly.” Revelation 1:1 introduced this book with the same
concept. The return of Jesus Christ is imminent and the events in the book of Revelation
will, at that time, occur in rapid succession. This promise is trustworthy and true.
Jesus declared that He is coming soon and that He blesses those who honor this
revelation (22:7).
In verse 7 we read the words of Jesus Christ: “Behold, I am coming soon!” His
return for His church could occur at any moment. Jesus further pronounced a blessing on
all who keep, that is cherish and obey, the words of the prophecy of this book of
Revelation. Rather than avoid the study of Revelation we should embrace its truth,
knowing that there is indeed a blessing in hearing its message (Revelation 1:3).
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John fell down to worship the angel of revelation but the angel instructed him to
worship God alone (22:8-9).
John spoke next, identifying himself by name and declaring that he is the one who
heard and saw these revelations. He also confessed that these revelations were so
overwhelming that he fell at the feet of the revealing angel in an attempted act of
worship. John had done so once before (Revelation 19:10) and then, as in this instance,
the angel forbade such worship. John’s frailty in those moments is understandable in
light of the intensity of the revelation he’d received. The angel reminded John that they
were both fellow servants of God—the angel identified in his submission to God with
John, with the other prophets who were John’s spiritual brothers, and with all who keep
the words of the book of Revelation. All worship must be directed to God alone.
“Worship God!” Since angelic splendor is so overwhelming to the human spirit, imagine
the splendor of our God.
The angel instructed John not to seal this revelation since the time for its fulfillment is
near (22:10-11).
The angel then told John not to seal the words of the prophecy of this book. The
prophet Daniel had been instructed to seal his prophetic writings, apparently allowed to
publish them but to resist undue anticipation of their fulfillment because the time had not
yet arrived (Daniel 12:4). In Revelation 10:4 John had been instructed to seal up a brief
message he’d heard as a private matter between him and God. However, the book of
Revelation is an unsealed book because, as the angel explained, “the time is near.” Its
events could begin at any moment.
The fact that Revelation is an open book prompted the angel to issue a warning.
Those who are unrighteous may continue to act out their unrighteousness and those who
are impure may continue to act with moral impurity. However, the words of this book
should serve as sufficient warning to enact change. By contrast, those who are righteous
should continue to live righteously and those who are holy should continue to live
separated, holy lives. Believers should avoid at all cost any slippage in their faith
because the time is near. The words of Revelation are faithful and true.

We have an invitation to heaven
based on Christ’s redemptive authority (22:12-16).
Second, we can be confident that we have a place in the New Jerusalem because
of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Verses 12-16 present the words of Jesus Christ
who alone has the authority to grant salvation.
Jesus declared that He, the Alpha and Omega, is coming soon and will reward
everyone appropriately (22:12-13).
“Behold, I am coming soon!” Jesus repeated what He had stated in verse 7,
emphasizing the imminent nature of His return. Here He adds that He will bring His
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reward with Him, rewards that will honor the works of each of His followers. In addition
to our salvation we will be rewarded for our faithful service when Jesus returns (compare
Matthew 25:21; 1 Corinthians 3:12-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10). Jesus underscored His
eternal deity by describing Himself as the Alpha and Omega (Revelation 1:8; 21:6), the
First and the Last (Revelation 1:17; 2:8), and the Beginning and the End (Revelation
21:6). Taken together, these descriptors paint the picture of Jesus as the author and
culmination of all that exists (compare Hebrews 12:2). He exists outside of time, eternal
in nature. He is eternal God.
Jesus pronounced a blessing on all who wash their robes, granting them access to the
heavenly Jerusalem (22:14-15).
Having pronounced a blessing on those who keep the words of the book of
Revelation (verse 7), Jesus now pronounces a blessing on all who “wash their robes.”
(Many Greek manuscripts say “do his commandments.”) The idea is that Christ’s
redemptive work has been applied to the human heart in such a way as to produce purity
or obedience. Through redemption, received by faith in Jesus Christ, we are granted
authority to partake of the tree of life and allowed entrance through the gates into the city,
the New Jerusalem. The heavenly Jerusalem will be home to all who follow the Lamb.
By contrast, the heavenly Jerusalem will be denied to unbelievers. Their refusal to put
their faith in Jesus Christ will be evident in their character and practices. Jesus describes
such unbelievers as dogs and sorcerers characterized by sexual immorality, murder,
idolatry, and lovers of deception. There is no room for unholiness in God’s holy city.
Jesus identified Himself as the source of this revelation and as the anticipated Messiah
(22:16).
Identifying Himself by the name “Jesus,” the Lord confirmed that He is the one
who sent His angel to testify to John about the events described in Revelation, including
the messages to the churches (Revelation 2-3). This statement brings the reader back to
the present age, the age of the church with its triumphs and challenges. Jesus then
described Himself in messianic terms. He is “the root” and “the offspring” of David. As
the root of David, Jesus is the source of David’s line, the Creator of humankind. As the
offspring of David, Jesus in His humanity was the descendant and rightful heir of Israel’s
great king. Jesus is the promised Messiah. In addition, Jesus is “the bright Morning
Star.” The morning star marks the time when darkness fades into dawn. Jesus is the
promise of light in the darkness of the world. His return will result in the fullness of
spiritual light. Taken as a whole, Jesus is the eternal, messianic redeemer through whom
we have access to the New Jerusalem forever and ever.
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We have an invitation to heaven
based on history’s inevitable outcome (22:17-21).
Finally, we can be confident that we have a place in the New Jerusalem because
God will fulfill His plan for this world. Nothing can thwart God’s plan. History’s
outcome is certain.
John voiced an invitation for anyone to come enjoy the heavenly Jerusalem and the
water of life (22:17).
The source of the message shifts from Jesus to John again (although some
commentators see verse 17 as a continuation of Jesus’ words). The message is an
invitation. This particular invitation comes from both the Holy Spirit and the bride of
Christ, the church. “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’” It’s possible to link this
invitation with verses 12 and 20 and view this as an invitation for Jesus Christ to come
soon. However, because verse 17 later includes an invitation for people to come to Christ
for redemption, this closer proximity makes it preferable to view this invitation as
directed toward people. The Holy Spirit plays a significant role in the salvation of lost
people, being the source of regeneration. It makes sense, therefore, that the Spirit would
invite people to “come” to the New Jerusalem through faith in Jesus Christ. The church,
the bride of Christ, is the active agent on earth responsible for sharing the good news of
salvation in Jesus Christ so it makes sense that the bride would also extend the invitation
for people to “come” to Jesus. In addition, those “hearing”—possibly those hearing the
words of the prophecies of Revelation (verse 18)—join in the invitation for people to
follow Jesus. The specific invitation from the Spirit, the bride, and the hearer is directed
to those who are spiritually thirsty. They’re invited, if they wish—the choice is theirs—
to take freely the water of life (compare Isaiah 55:1). The gift of eternal life, like water
for the soul, is free to all who choose to receive the gift, who choose to place their faith in
Jesus Christ. Only by taking this free gift of life can anyone enjoy eternity in the
heavenly Jerusalem. The invitation stands today. Come!
John expressed a warning that no one should add or take away anything from this
book of Revelation (22:18-19).
Accompanying the invitation for people to come to the New Jerusalem through
faith in Jesus Christ is a final word of warning. Again, it appears that John is still
speaking (although some commentators consider these to be the words of Jesus). Those
who hear the prophetic words of the book of Revelation must treat them carefully. If
anyone adds to these words, God will add onto that person the plagues recorded in the
book. To add to the book of Revelation might include distorting its truth by embellishing
its contents with false teachings. In addition, anyone who takes away from the prophetic
words of the book of Revelation will be subject to God’s judgment through which He
will take away that person’s access to the tree of life (many Greek manuscripts say the
book of life) and access to the holy city, the heavenly Jerusalem. To take away from the
book of Revelation might include downplaying its dire message or selectively applying
its content to suit one’s preferences. Whether adding to the book or taking away from the
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book, both approaches reveal hearts that disrespect its content and consequently its
author, Jesus Christ. There is no hope of heaven for those who deny the Lord.
John underscored Jesus’ promise to come soon by declaring his own “amen” and
invitation for Jesus’ return (22:20-21).
John declared that Jesus testified to the blessings and warnings of the book of
Revelation. Jesus Himself declared, “Yes, I am coming soon.” His strong affirmation,
including a confirming “yes” and repeating for the third time in this chapter, “I am
coming soon” (compare verses 7 and 12), gives us confidence that Jesus will indeed
fulfill His promise to return and that His return is imminent. John added his own
affirmative exclamation, saying “Amen!” He then added, “Come, Lord Jesus.” The
Aramaic word “Maranatha” literally means “Lord, come.” This word became the
expectant prayer of the early church (1 Corinthians 16:22) and reflects John’s concluding
thought, “Come, Lord Jesus.” As we await the coming of the Lord we must come to Him
for life in its fullest.
John closes the book with an expressed desire that the grace of the Lord Jesus
would be with all of God’s people. “Amen.” God’s grace is evident in Jesus Christ,
evident in the warnings of the book of Revelation, and evident in the lives of God’s
faithful people. It’s by grace that the Lamb, Jesus Christ, offers us eternal life. It’s this
Lamb, the Lamb who is Lord, who will come again. It’s this Lamb, the Lamb who is
Lord, who deserves our undivided love and loyalty. Like the 144,000 loyal believers
described in Revelation 14:4 we would do well to “follow the Lamb wherever he goes.”
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