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Next Meeting
10:00 AM Nov 13
In Person!!

Presentation
Upcoming Events
 Dec 11: Next Chapter
Meeting 10 AM
 Nov 6: Veterans Day
Parade - Auburn
 Dec 18: Wreaths
Across America –
Lakeview Cem 9am

Annual Membership Dues are now being collected to renew your SAR membership. You will
receive and email from our Chapter Treasurer regarding the amount. Dues collections are between
Sept 1 and Dec 18.
Seattle SAR
PO Box 99627
Seattle Wa, 98139

President’s Message Continued (From pg 1)
It’s exciting to anticipate we can finally celebrate these inductions, issue Supplemental Patriot Ancestor
Certificates, and receive awards from National and our own Seattle Chapter in person. It should be a fun
meeting and new inductees are encouraged to invite family members to attend.
I have thought about what an early “welcome” to the Seattle Chapter, Washington State Society (WASSAR), and
National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NSSAR) would include. The best welcome I can
imagine was the note I was sent upon my acceptance by NSSAR from Allan Wenzel who at that time was Seattle
Chapter Genealogist and Historian, and also serving as WASSAR Historian, Awards Archivist and Washington
Trail Newsletter Editor:
YOU ARE IN GOOD COMPANY
“Amongst our past and present members are/have been: nearly every U.S. President since 1889, numerous
Senators, Congressmen, Supreme Court Justices, military and naval personnel, Medal of Honor awardees,
Generals MacArthur, Patton, Pershing,* Admirals Dewey, Nimitz, Halsey, Byrd, Bing Crosby (a member of our
Spokane Chapter), Sir Winston Churchill (his mother was an American), the current King of Spain, his son and
cousin, the Grand Duke of Mechlenberg, several other French Counts, and German Barons….All who did what
you did, traced their ancestry to a supporter of the American Revolution. You are in good company.”
* During the 131st SAR Congress in Renton, Washington on July 14 the keynote speech was given by the 26th
Secretary of Defense of the United States of America retired four-star General James N. Mattis, USMC.
Additionally, through the efforts of SAR genealogists a Patriot Ancestor was found for General Mattis and, totally
unknown to the General, he was inducted into the SAR in front of the entire attendance!
HERE’S YOUR OPPORTUNITY
We'd like to hear from you if you have suggestions for a program, a presentation or speaker, for the newsletter
and other ways your club can continue to serve you. If you have thoughts or suggestions, if you have photos or
an article for our newsletter you'd like to contribute, please contact us at trdba@yahool.com or
grantrau@hotmail.com.
As we look forward to honoring our veterans and gathering in thanksgiving later in the month of November, stay
safe and healthy, and see you at our first in-person meeting at Aurora Borealis!
Grant R. Rauzi
President, Seattle Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution
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Meeting Minutes
Sons of the American Revolution
Seattle Chapter
Minutes—October 9, 2021
Called to Order at 9 am (Zoom meeting). Thirteen members attended:
Officers:
President Grant Rauzi
1st VP: Tim Zenk
Historian: Allen Wenzel
Trustee #1/Registrar Neil Vernon
Trustee #2 Stefan Kovalenko
Chaplain: David Richardson
Secretary: Stuart Webber
Treasurer: George Hanson

Compatriots:
Paul Moutray
Steve Clayton
Bob Doughty
Kris Kanzler
John Tremaine

Guests: Judy Petitmermet
The meeting began at 9 am. The invocation was led by Chaplain Richardson, and the Pledge of Allegiance was
led by Secretary Webber. Compatriot Moutray led the American’s Creed, and 1st Vice President Zenk led the
SAR Pledge. President Rauzi also introduced state officers Neil Vernon and Allen Wenzel, who serve as Color
Guard Commander and State Historian, respectively, in addition to their roles in our chapter.
Each compatriot introduced themselves and recalled a Patriot Ancestor.
Judy Petitmermet gave a very interesting presentation entitled “The Tory Travails of Martin Gay.”
Reports:
The meeting minutes for the September 9, 2021 were approved without any changes. The treasurer’s report
was also reviewed. Treasurer Hanson said he had just mailed dues statements for the 2022 year, so they should
arrive soon. It is important to pay dues before December 1 so that our chapter can make its payments to the
state chapter, which in turn then must make payments to the national organization.
Registrar Vernon said that three new supplemental applications were recently approved. There are six new
applications for membership in our chapter that are awaiting signatures from the applicants.
Vernon also said that Christian Ferrin has been extremely busy, so for the time being Vernon is serving as acting
chair of the Color Guard.
President Rauzi and Registrar Vernon said the WASSAR conference next year will be held April 8-9 in Vancouver.
We need to prepare a “Leading and Learning Table” for that event highlighting our work in the community. We
also need to host a “Success Table” to show the successes of the chapter. Rauzi is looking for volunteers to take
these tasks on for next year. We have also been asked to purchase 10 raffle tickets at $25 each for that event.
Some chapters are selling these tickets to compatriots, while others are using them as awards.
President Rauzi also said the Knight Essay contest for 2022 will begin soon, and he would like a volunteer to
oversee that activity. We also discussed how chapter awards should be managed. 1st Vice President Zenk said
that is the responsibility of his position, so he will focus on that for the future.
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Nominating Committee: Stefan Kovalenko reported for the committee, and said they have made the following
recommendations: President--Grant Rauzi; 1st VP-- Tim Zenk; Secretary—Webber; Registrar—Neil Vernon;
Historian—Allen Wenzel; Chaplain—David Richardson; Trustee #1—Neil Vernon; Trustee #2--Stefan Kovalenko.
However, Rauzi said he thought it would be good for the chapter if someone else assumed the role of president,
and he would work to make the transition smooth. Treasurer Hanson will also consider remaining in that role
for another year. The Nominating Committee will continue to consider those roles and other unfilled positions.
1st Vice President Zenk reported on his search for a new breakfast location. He said the best site he has found is
Aurora Borealis, which is located on Aurora Avenue, several miles north of our last breakfast location. He said
the breakfast cost is approximately $12 per meal plus tax, and the technology there should also be able to
support Zoom participation. The group was very excited about this location and agreed we should plan to hold
our next meeting there.
Our next meeting is scheduled to be held on Saturday, November 13, at 9 am. That meeting time does not
conflict with Veteran’s Day celebrations.
Compatriot Kovalenko led the SAR Recessional. Chaplain Richardson gave the Benediction.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 am.
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Aurora Borealis

Thanks to the ongoing search for a new meeting place by Compatriot Tim Zenk we are finally in the position to
meet in person. The new facility located at 16708 Aurora Ave N (Around back) opens at 9 am with a breakfast
buffet available by 9:30. At 10 am the Seattle Chapter meeting will convene. The particulars for the meeting room
are:

Food & Beverage terms
• $12 per meal plus tax and gratulty
• Coffee, tea and soda
• No room charge
• Serve by 9:30
AV equipment and microphone is available for use by the chapter. Plenty of parking available
Thank you Tim! Great find and great job
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Registrars Report
Genealogist’s Report: August 31, 2021 Chapter State National Approved
Processed Applications
0
0
6
9
Processed Supplemental Applications
0
0
5
4
Reinstatements
0
Transfer In
2
Inquiry
4
Applicant – Review
6
Application – Researching
1
Supplemental – Review
1
Supplemental – Researching
3
Application Statuses
One new application has been approved this last month for Compatriot Leland Jay Clise whose Patriot
ancestor was John Porter who served in the Bedford County Pennsylvania Militia. Compatriot Clise was
visiting the Seattle are this past year from New Mexico. He will be transferring out to his respective
Society.
Several applications are at National. Current processing time at National for new applications is about
10 weeks. For supplemental applications the timing is more like 8 months.
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Seattle Chapter Programs
Sons of the American Revolution
sites.google.com/a/wassar.info/seattlesar/
The Seattle Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution is engaged in a variety of programs to
promote Patriotic, Educational, and Historical ideals from the American Revolution. Programs
include essay contests for high school students and Eagle Scouts, with scholarships awarded to the
winners; presentation of medals to college and high school ROTC cadets; poster contests for
elementary school students, American Revolution presentations to school students, presentation of
medals to public safety officials, Revolutionary War grave dedications, volunteer work with
veterans, presentation of Flag Certificates to deserving individuals, organizations, and schools, and
participate in historic battle site observances.

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Genealogist/
Registrar
Historian
Chaplain
Trustee No. 1
Trustee No. 2
Needle News Editor
Photographer

2021 Seattle Chapter Officers
Grant Rauzi
grantrau@hotmail.com
Tim Zenk
tim@moleculeteam.com
Christian Ferrin
cdaf295@gmail.com
Stuart Webber
Stuart.g.Webber@gmail.com
George Hanson
ghanson@gharch.com
Neil Vernon
trdba@yahoo.com
Allan Wenzel
David Richardson
Neil Vernon
Stefan Kovalenko
Neil Vernon
TBD

stsporto@q.com
Dlr32543@comcast.net
trdba@yahoo.com
stefan@seattleSAR.org
trdba@yahoo.com

Revolution Birthdays

. November 1, 1740
Col Stephen Heard
.
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November 2, 1734
Daniel Boone

November 19, 1752
Gen. George Rogers Clark

November 24, 1729
Adm. Charles Hector,
comte d’Estaing
November 2021

Revolution
Events
in November

15 Nov 1777

16 Nov 1776

17-18 Nov 1775

Articles of Confederation. Congress adopts the Articles of Confederation as the
government of the new United States of America, pending ratification by the
individual states. Under the Articles, Congress is the sole authority of the new
national government.
Battle of Fort Washington. British and Hessian forces under General William
Howe attacked Fort Washington on the Hudson River on Manhattan Island.
Despite stiff resistance by the American forces the fort was surrendered and 2,837
troops were taken prisioner.
Raid on Charlestown. Took place as part of the Washington's first naval expedition. The
raid involved two American privateers of the Marblehead Regiment attacking and
pillaging Charlottetown.

20 Nov 1776

19-21 Nov 1775

Battle of Fort Lee. 5,000 British and Hessian forces invade New Jersey by crossing
the Hudson River from New York and capture Fort Lee. Washington’s troops
retreat west across New Jersey. The retreat inspired Thomas Payne’s immortal
line in Common Sense: “These are the times that try men’s souls.”
Siege of Savage’s Old Fields, Ninety Six, SC. Was an encounter between Patriot and
Loyalist forces in the back country town of Ninety Six, South Carolina. It was the first
major conflict in South Carolina in the war, having been preceded by bloodless seizures of
several military fortifications in the province. Patriot forces under the command of Major
Andrew Williamson had been dispatched to the area to recover a shipment of gunpowder
and ammunition intended for the Cherokees that had been seized by Loyalists.
Williamson's force, numbering over 500, established a stockaded fort near Ninety Six,
where it was surrounded by some 1,900 Loyalists which resulted in a stalemate.
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A Little History
Why the Colonies’ Most Galvanizing Patriot Never Became a Founding Father
James Otis, Jr. used his words to whip anti-British sentiment into a frenzy—so why isn’t he better
remembered now? By Erick Trickey, May 5, 2017
As John Adams told it, the American Revolution
didn’t start in Philadelphia, or at Lexington and
Concord. Instead, the second president traced the
nation’s birth to February 24, 1761, when James Otis,
Jr., rose in Boston’s Massachusetts Town House to
defend American liberty.
That day, as five red-robed judges—and a rapt, 25year-old Adams—listened, Otis delivered a five-hour
oration against the Writs of Assistance, sweeping
warrants that allowed British customs officials to
search any place, anytime, for evidence of smuggling.
“It appears to me the worst instrument of arbitrary
power,” argued Otis, “the most destructive of English
liberty…that was ever found in an English law-book.”
Until this case, the 36-year-old lawyer had been
Massachusetts’ advocate general. But he resigned
rather than defend the writs, then agreed to provide pro
bono representation to the merchants fighting against
them. Inside the courtroom, Otis denounced the British
king, parliament, and nation as oppressors of the
American colonies—electrifying spectators.
“Otis was a flame of fire,” Adams recalled years later. “American Independence was then and there
born, then and there was the first opposition to the arbitrary claims of Great Britain.”
At the time, Otis was the most brilliant orator in Massachusetts, and one of the most influential
protesters against Britain’s colonial laws. But you may never have heard his name. He’s the Founding
Father who could’ve been.
Born in 1725 in West Barnstable, Massachusetts, Otis enrolled in Harvard at age 14. He developed a
reputation as an eloquent defense lawyer early in his career, successfully defending accused pirates in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and young men in Plymouth accused of rioting on Guy Fawkes’ Day. “He had the
orator’s fire and passion,” wrote John Clark Ridpath in his 1898 biography of Otis;; “also the orator’s
eccentricities—his sudden high flights and transitions, his quick appeals and succession of images.”
In the patriotic version of Otis’ life story, conscience called him to defy British authorities after
Massachusetts Governor Francis Bernard used the Writs of Assistance to enforce a long-dormant tax on
molasses. But to hear his rivals tell it, a family feud inspired his rebellion. Thomas Hutchinson, the
Massachusetts Bay Colony’s lieutenant governor, beat out Otis’ father for the job of chief justice in
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1760. The younger Otis went to Hutchinson, “swore revenge,” and vowed to “set the province in
flames,” the lieutenant governor claimed in his history of Massachusetts. Ridpath, however, dismissed
the story. “The art of political lying was known even among our fathers,” he wrote.
Otis’ arguments at the 1761 trial didn’t win over the court, which upheld the Writs of Assistance. But
Bostonians, impressed with his oratory, elected him to the Massachusetts House of Representatives soon
after. There, he led patriots’ efforts to challenge a succession of British laws and taxes, gaining more
fame with every outspoken defense of the colonists’ freedoms.
He developed a reputation as fiery, brilliant and erratic. Friends called him Furio; his archrival,
Hutchinson, dubbed him the Grand Incendiary. “Otis is fiery and feverous,” John Adams wrote in his
diary in 1765; “his imagination flames, his passions blaze; he is liable to great inequalities of temper;
sometimes in despondency, sometimes in a rage.”
His defiance did more than flame colonists’ passions—it stirred them to actively resist.
He likely didn’t coin the phrase, “Taxation without representation is tyranny,” an overstatement based
on John Adams’ paraphrase of his 1661 speech. Nonetheless, Otis deserves credit for advancing the idea
behind the phrase, and as time went on his opposition to taxation only increased.
“The very act of taxing, exercised over those who are not represented, appears to me to be depriving
them of one of their most essential rights,” Otis wrote in his 1764 pamphlet, “The Rights of the British
Colonies Asserted and Proved.” The pamphlet, which argued that Parliament had no authority to tax the
colonies unless they were granted seats in it, was debated in Parliament itself. “It is said the man is
mad,” declared Lord Mansfield during one debate. “The book is full of wildness.”
In March 1765, Parliament imposed the Stamp Act, a tax on nearly every document printed in the
colonies. Otis played a leading role in the Massachusetts legislature’s opposition to the law. And when
the Townshend Acts levied new taxes on the colonies and revived the hated Writs of Assistance two
years later, Otis and Samuel Adams co-wrote the Massachusetts House’s protest letter, again arguing
that Parliament had no right to tax the colonies. An enraged King George III declared the letter seditious
and demanded that the House rescind it. “Let Britain rescind her measures, or the colonies are lost
forever,” Otis replied. The House rejected the demand, standing by its letter. The governor, furious,
dissolved the legislature.
All that defiance damaged Otis’ marriage. Ruth, a loyalist, disagreed with her husband’s politics. “He
mentioned his wife – said she was a good wife, too good for him – but she was a Tory,” John Adams
wrote in his diary. “She gave him certain lectures.” Meanwhile, as tensions rose in Boston, Otis worried
that the colonies would soon reach a boiling point. “The times are dark and trying,” he told legislators in
1769. “We may soon be called on in turn to act or to suffer.”
His words proved all too true. That summer, he learned that the four British customs commissioners in
Boston had complained about him in letters to London. Enraged, he accused them of slander in a local
newspaper. They were “superlative blockheads,” he wrote, threatening to “break [the] head” of
commissioner John Robinson. The next night, Otis found Robinson at the British Coffee House near
Boston’s Long Wharf and demanded “a gentleman’s satisfaction.” Robinson grabbed Otis by the nose,
and the two men fought with canes and fists. The many loyalists in the coffee house pushed and pulled
Otis and shouted for his death. British officers stood by and watched.
Needle News
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Otis was left bleeding. Months later, he still had a deep scar; “You could lay a finger in it,” John Adams
recalled. The trauma unhinged his already fragile psyche. He started drinking heavily, expressing regret
for opposing the British, and wandering Boston’s streets.
“He rambles,” Adams wrote in his diart in January 1770, “like a ship without a helm….I fear, I tremble,
I mourn for the man, and for his country.” By February, Adams wrote, his friend was “raving mad,
raving against father, wife, brother, sister, friend.”
Though Otis was re-elected to the House in 1771, he was too mentally troubled to play much of a role.
John and Samuel Adams and other friends continued to support and socialize with him, but they weren’t
surprised when his mind turned fiery and wild again. That December, his rival Hutchinson wrote, Otis
was carried away, bound hand and foot. He spent much of the rest of his life living with various friends
in the countryside, alternating between lucid moments and relapses.
The Revolution took a toll on Otis’ divided family. His son, James Otis III, enlisted in the American
navy and died in a British prison at age 18. His daughter, Elizabeth, a loyalist, married a British captain
and moved to England; Otis disowned her.
Friends and family took up Otis’ banner after he left politics. His peers took on leadership roles in the
Revolution that he might have assumed. His sister, Mercy, went from answering his correspondence to
organizing political meetings and publishing anti-British political satires— one o the first women in
America to write for the public. His younger brother, Samuel Allyne Otis, was the first secretary of the
U.S. Senate, serving from 1789 to 1814.
In early 1783, John Hancock, then Massachusetts’ governor, threw a public dinner to mark his friend’s
return to Boston. But the speeches and toasts threw off Otis’ mental balance, and his family took him
back home to the countryside. There, Otis burned most of his papers. On May 23, 1783, he stepped out
of his friend’s house to watch a thunderstorm—and was killed by a lightning bolt.
Otis was “as extraordinary in death as in life,” John Adams wrote upon hearing the news. “He has left a
character that will never die while the memory of the American Revolution remains.”

Color Guard Corner
The month of October was a quite month for the Color Guard. Upcoming events are shown below in the Chart.
Date
Nov 6, 2021
Nov 6, 2021
Dec 4, 2021
Dec 18, 2021
Jan 22, 2022

Event
DAR National Defense Luncheon, Bellevue
Annual Veterans Day Parade, Auburn
Anacortes Christmas Parade
Wreaths Across America, Lakeview, Seattle
DAR Winter Board Meeting, SeaTac

Color Guard Confirmed
Grant Rauzi
Neil Vernon, Robert Korn
Neil Vernon, Robert Korn
Neil Vernon, Robert Korn
Neil Vernon

Communications have been sent out to the Schools to see whether there are opportunities this School year.
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Wreaths Across America
REMEMBER the Fallen. . .
HONOR those who Serve. . .
TEACH our children the
value of Freedom.
Welcome to the Seattle
Chapter SAR (WA0063)'s
Wreaths Across America
Page.
On December 18 at 11:00
am, 2021, Seattle Chapter
SAR (WA0063) will be
helping Lake View Cemetery
to Remember and Honor
our veterans by laying
Remembrance wreaths on
the graves of our country's
fallen heroes.
Please help us honor and
remember as many fallen
heroes as possible by
sponsoring remembrance
wreaths, volunteering on
Wreaths Day, or inviting
your family and friends to
attend with you.
Thank you so much for
supporting the Seattle
Chapter SAR (WA0063) and
Wreaths Across America!
Results 2021 SO FAR
133 Wreaths Sponsored
25.3% to Goal
392 To Go!
51% of the goal as of Friday, taking the total to 200.
Scan the QR code to the right with your smart phone camera to make a
donation online or visit www.wreathacrossamerica.org/WA0063.
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2022 State Conference
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Watch your email "in baskets" for an opportunity to win some Revolutionary prizes during our upcoming CALL
TO ARMS RAFFLE! All proceeds will support our 2022 WASSAR Annual Meeting!
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2022 Congress

Gentlemen,
Good afternoon. I am happy to announce that you may start registering for Hotel Rooms at Congress in
Savannah, GA for Jul 10-15 2022.
Please remember that the Congress dates have slipped one day because of the contract with the hotel.
EXCOM/SAR Foundation will be on Saturday, 9 July
Tours and Host Reception will be on Sunday 10 July
Memorial Service, First Ladies Tea, Rumbaugh Orations will be on Monday 11 July
Opening Ceremony, Youth Luncheon, and Award Night will be on Tuesday 12 July
Ladies Luncheon and PGs Banquet will be on Wednesday, 13 July
Last tour and Installation Banquet will be on Thursday, 14 July
EXCOM/SAR Foundation will be on Friday, 15 July
The link for the on line reservations is: https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/SAVRS/G-NSSA
Hyatt Regency Hotels do a centralized reservations number so make sure when you call you specify that it is for
the Hyatt Regency Savannah,
Use the Group Code G-NSSA
Phone number is 877-803-7534.
If you have any problems with the reservations please contact me with the issue. I will work them as I can.
Thank you and see you in GA.
Paul Callanan
NSSAR National Planning Chair

Compatriots,
A special opportunity has come about in conjunction with the 2022 Congress. On July 4, 2022 at the Atlanta
Braves Game the SAR has been requested to provide at 50 gun salute. Time to get the Black Powder ready if you
are interested in attending Congress, head over a little early!
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National Trustee Report
2021 SAR Fall Leadership Conference
Notes and Highlights
23-26 September 2021
This years Washington State contingent consisted of Jim Lindley, Keith Weissinger, Tony Abbott, Greg Lucas, Rob
Sexton, and first time attendees Perry Taylor, and Mike Hutchins.








President General Davis Wright has made the America 250th Celebration a prime focus of his term. He
asks that each state and chapter society develop a program that commemorates at least one significant
event from the American Revolution annually.
SAR Membership is 37,205. One interesting historical note is that since the founding of the SAR we have
had over 220,000 members.
Application status: It is currently taking 6 weeks to process new member applications and 21 weeks for
supplementals. This is an improvement from the beginning of the summer when new member
applications were taking 12 weeks and supplementals 37 weeks.
Membership Committee is working on a National new member packet
Education Committee

- Education Outreach has a new online domain. https://education.sar.org Some of the available items are:
-- Long May She Wave: History & Etiquette of the American Flag
https://issuu.com/sonsoftheamericanrev/docs
-- Causes of the American Revolution – Eleven lessons created in collaboration with the
University of Michigan School of Education
-- Keyholes to History – These are one minute recordings that reflect a variety of topics on the
American Revolution
-- Speaking Out About History Author Series
-- Early American History Videos
-- Artifact Discovery Program
- Officer Training – To implement a series of videotaped training modules that can be provided down
to and including Chapter level. Three training modules will be recorded and edited for approval by
NSSAR not later than Fall Leadership, 2022. The training modules will include downloadable lesson
plans, syllabi, and training notes to be access from the NSSAR website.
- Annual Conference of the American Revolution – The topic for 2022 will be The Revolution in the
West. It will be held in Pittsburgh, PA June 3-5, 2022.
- Proposal of a new Youth Education Medal. The criteria will be presenting 15 school presentations.
A Lifetime Achievement bar is also in the works.
- Names are posted on the National website of people who are giving Patriot Chest presentations.
National would like to add the names of all compatriot in each state to this list
 Education Center and Museum
- SAR Museum Collection – There are a variety of lesson plans and virtual presentations of the
museum collection
- The design of the museum is almost complete. The final design is expected Dec 21. The goal is to
have the Museum open for the 250th anniversary of the Revolution
- $1.3 million on hand, another $533.000 in pledges towards the construction of the SAR Education
Center and Museum
Needle News
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 Library & Archives Committee – The SAR Genealogical Research Library was named a TripAdvisor 2020
Travelers’ Choice Winner! The SAR Library is ranked in the top 10% of attractions worldwide based on
reviews.
- Library staff members are adding full text electronic book links to its online catalog.
This means you will see a growing number of books in our Library becoming
available to you from your home computers! www.sar.org/sar-library-catalog Over
10,000 books are available from the library in digital format.
- 50% of the SAR Institutional History has been digitized
 Council of State Presidents has a program to recognize states where all officers have completed the
Youth Protection Program Training
 Color Guard Committee
- Color Guard members from 25 state societies attended the National Congress
- Washington’s birthday is now a National Color Guard event
- The virtual events policy that was put in place as a result of COVID ended at the National Congress.
There was reported an increase in participation during this period, especially from West Coast Color
Guard members.
- working on two new medals.
--- The first is for youth participation for non-members under the age of 21 who provide service to
the color guard. It will have the same requirements as the award of the Bronze Color Guard Medal
--- The second is a lifetime service medal for 20 years service. There was some discussion about
whether the award of the Von Steuben Medal will be a pre-requisite.
 Congress Planning Committee
- Awarded 2025 Congress to Connecticut
- Awarded 2026 Congress to North Carolina
- Tours for the 2022 Georgia Congress will include Ft Morris, Midway Church, and the
8th Air Force Museum
 America 250 has a new website: SAR 250th Committee News.pdf (connecticutsar.org)
- A toolkit is in the works to help state and chapter societies establish programs in support of this
program
 Voted to support the Homecoming 250 initiative in Philadelphia. This is the 250th birthday of the Navy
and Marines at their birthplace of Philadelphia. It has an impressive list of supporters including 14 living
Secretaries of the Navy. They did want any monetary contributions from us. All they asked for was an
endorsement.
 Changed the criteria for the Stark and Westmoreland Awards
 The Poster/brochure contest was moved from the Americanism Committee to Youth Programs
 Communications Committee is working on a branding guide for chapters. A media kit is also in
development
 Legal Advisory Committee is looking into guidance about political activities. In particular as it relates to
political activity. What can/can not be done to insure preservation of our non-profit status
 SAR Foundation has $11million in investment account
 George Washington Endowment Fund has $2.7million
 Approved $7500 for a backup server for the HQ building
 Approved $7500 to repair water damage to the HQ building
 Established an investment fund account combining all doners instead of a separate account for each
donner.
 Insurance/Risk Management Committee
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-

Preparing a document for state societies o use in determining what insurance is needed at the state
level
Researching into a SAR wide insurance policy

Respectfully submitted,
Viren Lemmer
National Trustee
Washington Society SAR
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