errand or pay that bill or check our
email again.
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But what about the other 5%, the
big questions in life, like should I
put my aging parent in a nursing
home? Should I sell my home and
move into something smaller?
Should I have chemo or surgery or
some alternative medical
treatment? When is it time to stop
driving? Should I go live with the
kids? Should I burden my kids with
my financial or health issues?
Shouldn’t we expect God to give us
more specific guidance –a signwhen we pray about such
important issues? Why is God –
continues on page 2

A Time of Remembrance

Why is God’s Will Sometimes
Unclear?

Nicolaus Mills via CNN:

“President Franklin D. Roosevelt had
been dead just over a month, and while
Read more: Truscott page3. . .
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Gen. Lucian Truscott spoke out
against glorifying war
Page

Recently I had a friend tell me that
she was waiting for a sign from
God before making a decision on a
change in her life. I often have
people talk about praying for God
to “tell” them what decisions to
make. Consider all of the decisions
you make in a day. 95% are quick
and spur of the moment requiring
no premeditation…most of our
thoughts, attitudes, and actions
are spontaneous. Even if we do
stop and pray about such
decisions, it is very rare that God
will give you a message about
what to wear, where and what to
eat, whether we should run that

One reason that God doesn’t give
us specific guidance in our
sometimes difficult decisions is
that he places a higher priority on
our being transformed and learning
from our efforts to discern the path
that is most right for us. In
decisions that require discernment
and we are not quite sure, we end
up making decisions based on what
we really love. If what we love is of
the world and not of God, then the
decision that we make will conform
to the world’s ways and not of the
way of Christ. But if we truly love
Jesus, we will increasingly love
what he loves. This becomes our
pattern of “decision making”
because, while we all make
mistakes and make wrong
decisions at times, the pattern is

Personally, I do not believe that
there is only one answer to life’s
difficult decisions. I believe that
God blesses whatever decisions we
make if we but trust in his care and
love and attempt to do the right
thing. If we really love Jesus, we
will love what he loves and the
pattern of our decision making will
be guided by that love. And
ultimately, we will see that he
really was with us through our
most confusing and difficult times
all along.

, pastor Sheila

Blessings

These ladies enjoyed a wonderful lunch and
fellowship at Pastor Sheila's house on the 13th
of May. She is a very gracious hostess and we
all thought her house is lovely.
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Well, the answer is no, not
necessarily. Why? Well, the short
answer is because God is God and
we are not. Proverbs 25:2 says “It
is the glory of God to conceal
things.” The wisdom of God is
deep, God’s judgments are
unsearchable and his ways
inscrutable. (Romans 11:33)

determined by whether we love
things of the world or of Jesus.
Over time we grow and mature in
our faith because God has allowed
us to wrestle with uncertainty….he
wants our powers of discernment
to be trained and strengthened by
constant practice to distinguish
good decisions from bad decisions.

Page

Why is God’s Will
Sometimes Unclear
. . .from Page 1

Memorial Day, from Page 1
Editor’s Note: We wish to thank Wikipedia for
the material on Memorial Day 70 years ago, an
American general made an extraordinary
Memorial Day speech

had commanded here. It was the most moving
gesture I ever saw. It came from a hard-boiled
old man who was incapable of planned
dramatics," Mauldin wrote.

. . .”the war in Europe had
concluded, it was too early to begin
celebrating victory over the Axis powers.
The fighting in the Pacific, where the
battle for Okinawa had begun in April
and would last through most of June,
was still taking a heavy toll.

"When Truscott spoke he turned away from the
visitors and addressed himself to the corpses he

Truscott's words echoed the reaction to the bitter

fighting in Italy – World War II
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graves. Families hadn't started digging up the
bodies and bringing them home," Mauldin
recalled years later in his 1971 memoir, "The
Brass Ring."

Then-President Bill Clinton adjusts a U.S. flag at
the grave of Army Lt. Robert Waugh as he visits
the Sicily-Rome American cemetery in June,
1994.
"The general's remarks were brief and
extemporaneous. He apologized to the dead
men for their presence here. He said everybody
tells leaders it is not their fault that men get killed
in war, but that every leader knows in his heart
this is not altogether true.
"He said he hoped anybody here through any
mistake of his would forgive him, but he realized
that was asking a lot under the circumstances. .
. . he would not speak about the glorious dead
because he didn't see much glory in getting
killed if you were in your late teens or early
twenties. He promised that if in the future he ran
into anybody, especially old men, who thought
death in battle was glorious, he would straighten
them out. He said he thought that was the least
he could do."
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“At the Sicily-Rome American Cemetery at
Nettuno, Italy, Memorial Day was also an
elegiac occasion. Lt. Gen. Lucian Truscott
Jr., who had led the U. S. Sixth Corps
through some of the heaviest fighting in Italy
and now commanded the Fifth Army, gave a
speech that is particularly relevant for today
when the trauma of our long wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan continues to haunt so
many vets.
In Stars and Stripes, the military's
newspaper, we have only excerpts of
Truscott's remarks. "All over the world our
soldiers sleep beneath the crosses," Stars
and Stripes reported Truscott observing. "It
is a challenge to us -- all allied nations-- to
ensure that they do not and have not died in
vain.
Missing from the Stars and Stripes story is
what Truscott did in delivering his speech.
For that account we are indebted to Bill
Mauldin, best known for his World War II
cartoons featuring the unshaven
infantrymen, Willie and Joe. Mauldin was in
the audience when Truscott spoke at
Nettuno, and he never forgot the day.
“There were about twenty thousand American

Well we started hiding them and eventually
we were semi-hiding them and finally we

and helped fill the eggs. See you at the hunt
in 2016!
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The Krewe of St. Andrews sponsors the
Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Oaks by the Bay
Park each year and this year SAPC
volunteered to help by providing plastic
Easter Eggs filled with candy treats. Church
members assisted by volunteers from the
Exercise Group, the Line Dance Group and
Tops filled
about 800 eggs.
On the Saturday
before Easter
Dixie
Retherford,
Patti Fuller,
Jennifer and
Jimmy
Whisenant, and
Emily Hataway
joined with
Krewe
members to “hide” over 5,000 eggs.
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Annual St Andrews Easter
Egg Hunt 2015

were really just placing them on any empty
spot. We all got plenty of exercise that
Saturday. The church group was asked to
hold back some eggs for the children that
got there a “little” late so that they would
not be
disappointed.
We made
many children
and parents
very happy
when we told
them we
would had
more eggs and
would be glad
to “hide” them
for their child. Patti Fuller brought a bunny
with her that looked and hopped like a real
bunny and he became an instant hit with the
kids.
The Special Needs Children and Adults
arrived for their Easter Egg Hunt after the
Children’s Hunt and we assisted them as
they hunted Easter Eggs. The rain held off
until the very end of the hunt and everyone
was back on their buses before it really
began to rain. It was a wonderful experience
and we are so glad that the Krewe of St.
Andrews began this tradition. We met a lot
of wonderful people and gave out many
church brochures. We so appreciate all of
you that bought plastic eggs, supplied candy,

RESCUE MISSION
On April 17th the annual
spring fundraiser and
volunteer appreciation dinner
was held at Hiland Park Baptist
Church. It was attended by
about 250 people including our
pastor and five of us from St
Andrews Presbyterian.
Logan Kelley of radio station
98.5 was the master of ceremonies
and some of the highlights of the
event were: Brenda Dye accepted a
posthumous award for her husband,
Terry Dye.
Sheila's husband, Gary Cecil
received an award on behalf of his
church, Grace Presbyterian and Sheila
Palmer was honored for her work with
the Festival of Trees.
Donations to the Rescue Mission
and Bethel Village go to provide
meals, clothing, shelter and job
training. 20 volunteer staff members
manage five facilities here in Bay
County

Men at St
Andrews
Bay
On
Thursday,
April 30,
the Men of
St.
Andrews
Presbyterian did an excellent job
preparing and presenting ‘a Men’s
Night Out’ for the other Presbyterian men of Bay County. Guest
Speaker
Norma
Hubbard,
author of
several
books and
a
recognized
storyteller,
gave us a
brief history and other interesting
facts about St. Andrews Bay.
Jimmy Whisenant guided us

Lenora
Warriner

all through an excellent evening.
Pastor Sheila was our
chaperone and we noted that
several our Lady members
ventured out.
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Guest Speak Norma Hubbard
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just came
back from
a trip
abroad.
Here she is
with some of her "new friends" in
Algiers, Morocco.

Birthdays
JULY
01
04
05
06
16
26
29

Evelyn Tanner
John Robert Middlemas
Jennifer Whisenant
Francis Priester
Pat Perry
Kathleen Kircher
Leroy Retherford

Option # 2 which includes removal of
the bell and tower and covering the
tower base with a flat roof. The
estimated cost of this choice was
$10,000 with an additional expense of
$6,000.00 for other necessary roof
repairs on the fellowship hall.
It was noted in this option that
the future of the bell would necessitate
further discussion and might involve
more expense.

AUGUST
Judy Burd
Sara Daffin
Emily Hataway
Leo Nelson
Janie Faile

BELL TOWER – ROOF REPAIR
Elder George Carothers did an in-depth
report on the bell tower and roof repair
and gave each elder a handout entitled
“Bell Tower Repair Options.” Option # 1
involved fixing the bell, repairing and
straightening the bell tower at a cost of
$17,000.00 with an additional expense
of $6,000.00 for repair of the roof of the
fellowship hall. This option also included
the cost of a new tower roof at a later
day which would cost $2,500.00.
After much discussion, the
session voted by consensus to accept

A Gathering – Taste of St. Andrews.
Attending members of the “A Gathering –
Taste of St. Andrews” Steering committee
met and approved a report presented by
Vern Ballard.
The recommend date for the
Gathering is Tuesday, July 28 – St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church will be hosting &
facilitating the affair. The village of St.
Andrews represented by Rob Rosner-CRA
and John Carbullido – Waterfront
Market/Museum Coordinator, will assist
with organizing & acquiring talent and
materials.
The next meeting of this committee will be
Tuesday, June 2 @ the Museum on Beck
Ave at 2 pm. Committees reports reviewed.
and get to work!
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APRIL
22,
2015

It was Judy Burd's last Sunday here at
SAPC before returning home to Indiana.
She joined some of us for lunch at Po
Folks.
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06
07
12
26
28
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been done from sickbeds and prison cells.
Instead of resenting the limitations of a
weakened body, search for My way in the
midst of the very circumstances. Limitations
can be liberating when your strongest desire
is living closer to ME.
“Questions and trust embrace your
awareness of My Presence with you. Do not
despise of serving Me. Although you feel
cut off from the active world, your quiet
trust makes a powerful statement in the
spiritual realms. MY STRENGTH AND
POWER SHOW THEMSELVES MOSTE
EFFECTIVELY IN WEAKNESS.”
On March 19th I went to see my
oncologist to see what kind of treatment I
would need. Another answer to prayer…no
treatment needed since I had clear margins
and benign lymph nodes!! What a relief
since the chemo for liver cancer is lethal. I
will be followed with blood work and CT
scans every three months.
This has been quite a
journey and I can’t thank you enough for
your prayers that helped and my family gets
through this most difficult time.
Love and blessings,

Fleta

If you are a single lady and you did not go to
Lunch at Judy Burd's condo on April 1, you
missed a lovely afternoon. The condo is on
the 2nd floor overlooking St Andrews Bay
and the Hathaway Bridge and everyone
agreed that the view is spectacular. Judy
was a kind and considerate hostess and the
food was delicious.. There were eight of us
altogether and the time just flew by Judy’s
wish is that we single ladies continue to
meet from time to time - perhaps we could
do it at someone's home or in the church
hall or a restaurant.
Judy has returned to her home and family in
Indiana. She will be missed but hopefully
she will be coming back to Panama City
next year
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LUNCH AT JUDY'S
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On Wednesday, March 4th at
7:30AM, I went into the operating room. In
the waiting room at Gulf Coast, James was
waiting with a lot of our church family and
other family and friends. After a little while,
Dr. Jones came out and told James the tumor
was not located where he thought it was and
because of my anatomy, he could not see
well enough and did not have the instrument
he needed to proceed.
He said he
was going to close me up and schedule the
procedure at Bay Medical the next week. At
that point, James called my sister in South
Carolina and she and her prayer warriors
started praying for Dr. Jones as did those in
the waiting room and others James had
contacted (I later found out that Dr. Jones
was praying as well). After 5 ½ hours in
surgery, Dr Jones came out and told
everyone that he was able to remove all the
cancer and get clear margins. There was
definitely rejoicing in the waiting room and
everyone was giving God the glory as was
Dr. Jones.
I was released from the hospital on
Sunday, March 8th and began another period
of waiting for the results for the pathology
report which came back with 2.2 cc clear
margins and 4 benign lymph nodes. Praise
the Lord for that report.
Then I waited
for two more weeks to see the oncologist for
what kind of treatment I would need. I am
not one to sit and “nest” but my body would
not let me do anything else. For at least two
weeks I rested. I sent my cousin Brenda a
text telling her I felt helpless and was ready
to “get on” with it. She sent me a devotional
from "Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young. It
was just what I needed to put me on my
place”. It goes as follows:
“THANK ME for the conditions that
are requiring you to be still. Do not spoil
these quite hours by wishing them away.
Waiting impatiently to be active again.
Some of the works in My Kingdom have

Shown are some of the girls who are
both Brownies and Girl Scouts of our Girl
Scout Troop #400 – also known as the
“Daisy Troop”. They were in our Fellowship

Hall Thursday, May 21 for their annual
Awards ceremony. Many received Merit
Badges for Community service in
Gardening. Several of the Brownies
‘Crossed over’, a make-shift bridge made to
symbolize their moving on into becoming
Girl Scouts next year. This was the Troop’s
final meeting till next fall.

Amazing Grace
O Lord, and you have searched me and you
know me.. You know when I sit and when I rise;

ready to meet my maker. Whether he is
ready for the ordeal of meeting me is
another matter entirely."
But that is the wonder of the gospel.
God knows us thoroughly and loves us
completely. I think the reason it is so
hard for us to embrace this truth is
because we have never experienced
that kind of love in human flesh. All
human love is conditional. We hide
from one another, believing (at times
rightly so) that if we were fully known we
would not be accepted. But that is not
true of our heavenly Father's love. He
knows all our shadowed places and
longs to fill them with his light.
The psalmist proclaims the wonder of
the fact that God is familiar with all our
ways. David was a man who knew
shadows well. His choices resulted in
the death of a man as he seduced the
man's wife and arranged for him to be
lost on the field of battle. Yet here he is
able to sing praise to God. He does so
not because he takes his sin lightly but
because he is confident that his God
knows completely, loves totally, and
forgives utterly.

you perceive my thoughts from afar. You

is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to

Gracious God, thank you that you know
all my ways and love me still. Amen
Sheila Walsh

attain...Psalm 139:1-3-6.

Taken from the “Women of Faith” Daily
Devotional

The legendary British Prime Minister, Sir
Winston Churchill, was once asked, "Are
you ready to meet your Maker?" In
typical pithy response he replied, "I am

Submitted by

Maureen Wade
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are familiar with all my ways...Such knowledge
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discern my going out and my lying down, you
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National Presbyterian Church

of Mississippi,
passing churches of all kinds

11

truly believe, all those who are truly saved,
what some have called the elect of God, or
God’s chosen people, and I prefer to think of
as all God’s children.
“I want to use the terms “church
visible” and “church invisible” in a different
way from the reformers, in a different way
than we usually think about the church, but
maybe in a way more practical if less
theological, and more relevant to where we
are and what we are as the Presbyterian
Church U. S. A. I want to use the terms
literally, and talk about the differences
between the church visible and the church
invisible in the 21st Century. And I want to
use Parkway Presbyterian Church as a good
example of what it means to be the church
visible. But before I do, “I want to talk a
little bit about the church invisible.
“Several years ago, my wife, Polly,
our son, Kris, and I journeyed back to the
Mississippi Delta to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the church that I served as
my
second
pastorate,
the
Leland
Presbyterian Church. We took off from I-10
and headed north and west on some less
traveled highways. Shortly after we left the
interstate, we saw a sign for the Havana
Presbyterian Church, in Havana, Florida.
“We left
Florida,
drove
through
Georgia,
across all of
Alabama,
across the
whole state
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Wherever their heart is, wherever their
treasure is, they are a part of the church
visible. John Calvin wrote about this church
visible and invisible in his Institutes of the
Christian Religion.
“We Presbyterians address it head on
in Chapter 25 of the Westminster
Confession of Faith. We define the visible
church as catholic, or
universal, under the gospel,
not confined to one nation,
consisting of all those
throughout the world who
profess the Christian faith,
John Witherspoon
and we define it as the
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house
and family of God, outside of which there is
ordinarily no possibility of salvation.
“We are the bride of Christ, indeed
the very body of Christ in the world. But
what then is the church invisible? It is very
much what we refer to in the Apostles’
Creed as the communion of the saints.
“All true believers are members of
the church invisible whether they are living
on earth or in heaven, whether they are alive
or dead. Reformed theologians emphasize
that this distinction does not mean that God
has two separate churches. The terms visible
and invisible describe two different
perspectives of the same church, God’s
church, the church of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
“There are some folks who are a
part of the church visible, who are not true
believers, who are not part of the church
invisible. And I have no doubts that by the
grace of God, there are some folks who are
not part of the church visible who will be
part of the church invisible, all those who
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idea that was the Presbyterian Church. I
thought it was an administration building for
the county park.”
“Turned out, he’d played baseball in
the park as a child and maybe even used the
restrooms in the church, but had no
idea that it was the church invisible,
the Presbyterian Church. Now, there
are some rare exceptions, and some
almost exceptions. The church I
served for 26 years in Arcadia is right
on the westbound lanes of a state
highway. Thousands of vehicles pass
every day. And they do have a sign in front,
a couple. But the other two lanes of the state
highway run two blocks south. And the busy
U. S. highway is four blocks east. There are
no signs on them to tell people where the
Presbyterian Church might be.
“Late breaking news: they’ve
appointed a committee to look into signage
on the back side of the church! If you are
driving south near Naples, Florida, you can
see the steeple of the Vanderbilt
Presbyterian Church all the way from I-75,
which is two miles east of the church. But
the only sign with the name of the church is
right in front of it, so that you’ve got to get
there to know what kind of a church it is.
Parkway Presbyterian Church is on a main
artery in
the
Panama
City area.
Thousands
of vehicles
pass by every day, going to and from
Tyndall Air Force Base. The church has one
of the best signs I have ever seen for a
church, right there on the highway for
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and sizes, from store fronts to old country
churches to modern mega churches. We
saw signs for every type of church
imaginable, but nowhere did we see another
sign for a Presbyterian Church.
Or even a sign of a Presbyterian
Church. We were, in effect, the
church invisible.
“We Presbyterians are good
at hiding our light under a bushel.
We put our churches off the beaten
path, where they can’t be seen, and
then we don’t put out any signs to
direct people to the churches they
can’t see. As I’ve studied successful
churches over the past decade or so,
visibility and signage are things that
successful churches, growing churches,
strong churches, have in common.
“There are some other things, like
good preaching and active programming, but
if you’ve got the best preaching and
programming in the world, and folks can’t
find you, can’t see you, it avails for nothing.
Many of our churches in the Presbytery of
Florida are the church invisible. I told one of
the members of the Marianna church that I
was going to visit the Presbyterian Church
in one of the nearby towns, and I got a blank
look. He told me, “I’ve been traveling this
part of the state in my work for 40 years,
and I’ve never seen the Presbyterian Church
in that town.”
“It is one block off the main street.
But there are no signs to tell you that.
Another time, I was talking to a young man
who was marrying one of the daughters of
the Marianna church, and when he told me
where he was from, I asked if he attended
the Presbyterian Church there. He asked me,
“Where is it?” When I told him, he said,
“I’ve lived all my life there, and I had no

ST. ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The Women of the Church met on Thursday
May 14th for their final lesson in the study of
Paul. Our lesson was entitled "A Call to
Apostleship in the twenty-first Century." Our
scripture was 2 Corinthians 13:5 "Examine
yourselves to see whether you are living in the
faith. Test yourselves. Do you realize that
Jesus Christ is in you?
The ladies will be taking the summer off and will
reconvene in September. We meet on the 2nd
Thursday of each month at 2:00 PM. Come join
us as we study God's word and enjoy good
fellowship in the fall.

, Dixie

Blessings

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
If you have not had the chance to stroll through
our Fellowship Hall to the back hallway, please
take the time to do so. Leo Nelson and his team
of volunteers have
been hard at work for
several weeks
stripping, patching,
painting etc. The
work is not quite
complete, but almost.
Our Pastor, Sheila
Palmer, was able to
get new carpet
donated, which has
now been installed.
This has been a lot of work but the results are
amazing. The hardest part of this project has
been trying to restore the old woodwork in
this looooong hallway.
We challenge you to take
on a project, gather
volunteers, and get to
work
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On the right, our new
Session room>>
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everyone to see, so that everyone who
passes will know what kind of a church this
is, and, what is going on in the life of the
church. Parkway is not just a Presbyterian
Church, it is a church visible. Most of our
churches fail to be the church visible by
location or signage, or both. But there is
another way that we Presbyterians fail to be
the church visible, and become the church
invisible.
“We do not share our faith. We do
not let our light shine. We hide our light
under a bushel, and do not reflect the glory
of God revealed in Jesus Christ. We do not
witness to the transforming love that is ours
through Jesus Christ. And so we become the
church invisible once again. Location is
tough to change. Signage often runs up
against local ordinances. But the way we
share our faith, the way we witness to the
world,
those
are
things
we can
do
somethi
ng
about.
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