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Vision/Purpose
By Wade Anderson

Let's pray: "Father, we know that Your Word is truth and You Sir are faithful fo Your Word, We believe that You created
each and every one of us with and for Your diving purpose. Lord, as You guide this massage halp me to write only what
You have directed me to. Father | believe thal this year, 2019, will be one of greal spirtual growth as we ALL press inlo
our relationship with You. Help each of us t0 seek You and not the world for our purpose in Your great plan, Holy Spirt |
submi myself to You. | invile You lo nse up on the inside of me and be the Teacher in everything writlen on these pages.
And we thank You God for Your greaf plan and purpase. In Jesus name. AMEN! And AMEN""

Before we get started | want to pray a prayer over all of yvou that Paul prayed over the church in Ephesus. "For this
reason | kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. | pray that out
of His glorfous riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have
power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deap is the love of
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness
of God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19)

Well, Christmas is still in the house here but soon 1o be ower, Thal puts us all once again at the star of a new year. | don't
know about all of you but for me, | don't want to go into this new year while only doing the same things | did last year.
Dan't take that the wrong way, Sure we are going to stay in the relationship with God, reading and studying His truths and
growing closer o Him. That part doesn't change. But what I'm talking about is ... "What else do You have for me God?
What else have You prepared for me (o accomplish in this next year? | want to accomplish what You have purposed me
for Lord " These are the things that I'm asking His direction in for myselfl and this ministry. God has a purpose and a vision
for each and every one of us to accomplish while we're here, Paul says in Ephesians 312, "In Him and through Ffaith in
Him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.” Then in Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus tells us, Al amd vl be
it 08 peey Seel and e vl Mo Gnoet s (e deer il be apeasd 42 paw, Ber evaans wie sele meakasy
e ans nihe secis Mo and to (he aps v fmeeks, M doar edll be epeanesl™ The only things that keep us from
fulfilling His purpose is our ol asking His direction, our lack of desire 10 seek His purpose, His will, and listening to the
devil's lies. Just loundearing through life hoping o be used by God is NOT asking, seeking and knocking.

In context God was speaking o the Israslites here when He said, "Hear Me, My people and | WILL warn you - if you
would only listen to Me, Israel! | am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypl. Open wide your mouth
and I WILL fill it."™ (Psalm 81:8,10) So now let me ask you all this, "How many of you know that God has brought you out
of an Egypt of drug addiction, alcohaolism, porn, and the list goes on and on’?” Okay then, this is Him still speaking to us to
hear Him and listen and when we do His promise is that He WILL fill our mouths with direction and purpose. I we're truly
serious about our relationship with God and His direction we’ll hunger and thirst for direction and the places Ha has
already mapped oul for each and every one of us. In fact, Jesus in the Beattudes said this, "Eiisssd o Dhoss phd
Gooennggrer swied] (s e pitplidassness, far ey ol e @z (Matthew 5:6) The words "they will be filled” indicates His
promise. In Matthew 6:33 Jesus Himsell, again is encouraging us o, =Sy i M) O Singekons of S g G mial-
IEpYETEas, A0 S Ahead Turne RALL He Fivem 0D poo 62 sl There again is His promise for us when we seek, it
Tl e EffeEm O prmar®, | love the way the Message translation shares 1 Peter 2:2-3, "You've had a taste of God. Now,
like infants at the breast, drink deep of God's pure kindness. Then you'll grow up mature and whole in God." |
keep bringing this up becausa it's o imporiant for us to know the things that God has already promised us in His Word,
So here again, look at the word "youl™. That word iz a combination of these two words, "wou - will. Peter here is assuring
us of another one of God's promises. That when we drink of His pure milk (Word) "you WILL grow up mature and whole
in God.* Hallelujah!

Looking back over thesa nearly 12 years of walking and daing my bast to listen for God | could have NEVER imagined the
life and experiences that | have with Him today. All that we accomplish on this journeyfadventure with Jesus lies in our
obedience to listen and follow His Spint's direction and ALL wea do is for His glary, Again, let's listen o Paul in Ephesians
3:20-21, "Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power
that is af work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, farever
and ever! Amen.” And finding His direction for my life, and yours, it ALL begins by making the conscious decision to ask
Jesus to be the Lord of our life. Without a doubt it has been the very best decision | have ever made! But truth be told ...
wier don't make that decision on our own, It's Holy Spint that comes (o each and every one of us imparting revelation of this
TRUTH inside of us. What we're hearing and feeling begins to shed some light, for some reason, and even make some
sort of sense to ws, And when we respond, at that paint, | like 1 think that this is possibly our first act of obedience to haar
and obey God's direction and purpose for our lives. Up unto that point we are going through life doing things in our own
power and might and many times wondering, "Is this all there is to my [ife?"It's when and ONLY when we hear this invita.
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tion and receive Jesus, the One Holy Spint is speaking to our innermost parts about, that we can/do begin to walk in this
newness with purpose.

S0 many limes, when we make this decision, if we don't see an immediate change we stan 10 listen to the liar and think,
“Maothing is happening! I'm still doing the same things I've always done! | thought that | was going to be a new changed
persan.” DON'T THINK. THAT ¥OU ARE THE OMLY ONE THAT'S EVER FELT THAT WAY, The truth is, the change that
has already taken place is on the inside of us, we are given a new Spint. Along with the new Spint comes a purpose.
"Now the One who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guar-
anteeing what is to come.” (2 Corinthians 5:5)

The liar wants you to get discouraged and quit before you see what God is doing in you and the direction He has for you,
Your enemy, the thief, does NOT want you to get hiold of the purpose that God has already set for you to accomplish.
Jesus Himself tells us, in John 10: 10 (Message), =8 @i iz amly fharn 0o stz amel (30 ame alzsirme, [ eemne S0 dhgy
o) O ol st e (TS, e st (B (e b ey @y s @it” The Apostle Paul dealt with these
very same issues himself, Listen, "1 go not undersfand what I do. For what | want to do | do not do, but what | hate |
do. And if | do what | do not want to do, | agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer | myself who do i, but
it is sin living in me. For | know that good itself does nof dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For | have the
desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry i/t out. For | do not do the good I want to do, but the evil | do not want
to do-this | keep on doing. Now if | do what | do not want to do, it is no longer | who do if, but it is sin living in me
that does iL." (Romans 7:15-20) Folks we too Still have a sin nature that doesn't want 1o come inla line with our new bom
again spirts. Bul keep coming it gels better!

I remember the first time | read this. | thowght, “This Paul guy isn1 going 1o take any responsibility for his actions.” But later
on | seen the truth in what he was saying. Faul knew that there was a diference between what he occasionally still did
and the newness that already look place inside of him. In facl, as we continue down 10 Remans 7:24 he even slates,
"What a wretched man | ami” | dont believe that he was discouraged. Instead | see he was encouraging us. Paul wasn't
throwing in the towel and quitting because he still did or said some of the things he used lo before Jesus! NO! Then as we
continue it seems thal he is asking, "Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?" Even though this
was a question it was NOT one of confusion, We see this by Paul’s nes=t statement, "Thanks be to God, who delivers
me through Jesus Christ our Lord!™ Notice that there wasn't a question mark after his next statement. Paul knew the
issue was his soul not his spirit and he made it very clear with the exclamation point. Paul had the revelation that he was
in Chiist and Christ was now living on the inside of him, He also recognized that he stll had a (ot of things (o work on but
he didm't have to try fo do it on his own. He now had Gods Holy Spirit to help him. This should be a revelation for each of
us as well, We DONT have to and wa CAN'T do this on our own anyways! We ALL attempted it on our own and NOT one
of us achieved that mark. That's why Jesus became our Savior!

Even David, a man who God said was a man after His own heart (Acts 13:22), had times of struggling. David had issues
just like we do today bul he had a revelation that there was a difference between his spirt and his soul. Cleary | can
envision David tipping his face downward and speaking inside of himself 1o tell his soul what was in his spirit, the real him.
Listen. "Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy name. Praise the LORD, my soul, and
forget not all His benefits-who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the
pit and crowns you with fove and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle’s. The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.” (Psalm 103:1-6) Do
you feel oppression or depression somelimes? | believe this is greal advice for each and every one of us as well. Some-
times we need o "self talk’ and get our 5o0uls 1o ling up with what's already in our bom again spirits, That's exacily what
David was doing.

It's my own personal experence that the more | receive and understand of God’s love for me the mone I'm compelled to
walk away from more and more of the things that | too used to be involved in and even said. This is exactly what Paul
went on [o say in 2 Corintfiians 5:74, "For Christ’s love compels us, ... Directly after ihis we see by the exclamation
point that Paul is still speaking 1o us with confidence, and In a sense saying 'It's setiled!” “*Therafore, if anyone is in
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!™ He continues on assurng us thal, "4l this is
from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them." (2 Corinthians 5:17-19a) Did
you jusi sea thal? God is NOT the one that keeps bringing up your past or your today failures, Scripture says right thera
that He is "NOT counting people’s sins against them”™ because we are MOW in Christ! Hallelujah! That's good news
right there! | know that I'm repeating myself but | believe this needs to be understood ... Christ's love compels us and will
propel us and the enemy doesn't want us to accomplish what God has for us 1o do so he comes at us with discourage-
ment that "There isn't any real change. You're still doing the same things.” But keep coming because it does get better!

Let’s get back to purpose. Believe me when | tell you that there have been countless opportunities for me to get discour
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aged over the years and question, for a minute, if | was on the right path. Straight up, | am no different from any of you
that are reading this. ['ve never questioned my following Jesus but sometimes when it has gotten rough I've went 1o God
about the direction. I've come fo realize that these are healthy times because I'm not just running off and doing something
that | could possibly achieve on my own. This doesn't mean that we stop at every bump in the road and be freaked out, As
long as we're following God His Spirit inside of us will help us comect our direction. So with this being said | guess it's time
to ask the question, "How many of you are convinced without a shadow of a doubt that youw are following His will and
purpose for your lives?" Then keep coming it's already better!

Leaving the world | was so stuck in and giving my heart and life to Jesus was a completely new experience. | was having
what | firsi thought were waird feelings and literal directions. | wasn't hearing an audible voice but it seemed as though |
was hearing something inside of me and that was sort of freaky. As weird as it seemed | was ALL in. Several different
times a few of us would pray as we were in the car asking God to direct us to where He could use us for that day. We
already had plans to do certain things but it never failed that we would end up somewhere and walk right in to what we
had asked God to do with us. Even though we all were believing God to do this, when we prayed, it really had us in
WWOW when it did. The people we ran into were just as amazed as we were that God had directed us their way, in perfect
timing. Those times were such great faith boosters and actually taught me early on that God 1S ALWAY S directing our
path. We just have 1o listen and obey even if it does seem weird or crazy. | wasn't sure where all of these 'events’ wera
leading me but for sure | wanted o go! Somehow | always knew here was a purpose in whane | was going and it excited
me to leave the house then ... and it still does. It seemed at first like | had stumbled and landed in such a great place, like
being in @ bubble, but | soon realized that this was His plan for my life, Fve since leamed that when | immerse myself in
spending quality time with God, on the way, He always gives me even more direction. Mot always crystal clear but it is
direction,

Even though | just said that it "seemead like’ | had stumbled and landed in "this part’ of my purpose, | now know that finding
His purpose doesn't happen like that, And hara's the news flash, ‘It isn? going to happen like that for you either.” We have
to conscicusly submit our whole selves to Him and seek His guidance. There was a song | heard when | first falt that God
was directing me to do this newsletter. It was by Tim McGraw and these are some of the Iyrics, "How bad do you really
want it? Are you eating, sleeping and dreaming with thal one thought on your mind?* Those very words drove me and
even became like a mandate 1o me. | knaw for sure that | didn® want to refurm 1o the life | just left so 1 did exactly that, |
kept the thoughts of failure and returning to the old life out of my head by pressing in 1o know more about God's love for
me. | even had a good friend ask me one time, "Is that all you ever talk about these days? Don't yvou ever letup for a
minute? With a big smile | politely answered him, "Yes we can talk about anything and everything you want. But for me,
every one of those conversalions always leads me right back o Jesus. He has changed my life and | want other people to
know Him too.”

Otften times failure comes when we get to a certain spot, where averything is going so great AND THEN we seem to
sabotage ourselves. We set ourselves up and think to ocurselves, "Every other ime when things were this great the bottom
always falls out, S0 | guess this is it, again." DONT DO THAT! STOP seeing yourself failling! S0, instead begin (o look
OVER those past experiences and instead look for the promises that God has ALREADY given and placed in His Word for
you, It's the devil that plays back all of the faillures NOT God! Remember, He said that He will remember your sins NO
MORE?!

God has given us an imagination to dream and seea things differently than the way the world sees things. The problem that
mst of us have had is that we've been derailed by the thoughis or inadequacies that someone else has had in and of
their own lives. 'They', sometimes being derailed by someone else in their lives, now pass on to us what they have been
led to believe "they' couldn't do or achieve. "We' a lot of times as kids or even adults go to someone and share with them
our dreams or ambitions and quickly they tell us, "Stop day dreaming. You'll never be able to do thal. Come back down o
reality.” So after awhile their' reality bleeds into curs and guess what? We sabotage the dreams that we had by instead of
listening to God, we listen to ‘their' lack of completions in their own lives. | always encourage our grown children and our
growing grandchildren that they can accomplish what they can dream for, Let me share with you all a litle something that
took place here at grandma and grandpa’s house this moming. (Remember, it's slill before Chistmas here as I'm wniting
this.)

Several years ago, John and Courtney decided o get this little elf guy from "EIf on the Shelf’ to come play a part in the
kids imaginations and Christmas expanence. When this guy camea they named him 'Flirty’. Flirty has special powers that
allow him to travel from the North Pole to their house every year at Christmas. And let me tell you all, this is a very mis-
chievous, getting in to everything little character. He comes at the beginning of the season and stays until Christmas is
over AND MO ONE can touch him while he is here. At night he gets in to whatever he wishes while we are all sleeping and
in whatever situation we find him in each moming we HAVE TO leave him right therg in his sometimes messy advenbure.

.corfinued on page 8
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Srom the “Snside

Spiritual Jumping Jacks
By B.L.

Hello my Ghereomers for (3 frist family! Greetings and salutations to you all. Well, | just want to thank God for "spiritual
jumping jacks’ | say this because | was really feeling like | was in the dumps as well as under a ton of rock, very
depressed. | don't even want to speak about what was going through my mind, to do so would be repeating the enemies
hes! MO THAMNKS! But our Father abways knows what we nead and right whean we nead if,

I was hiding from reality and maybe even God's truth when the ‘outer door’ of my double door suite popped open and in
walked brother Wade o get me oul of my rack for some ‘spintual jumping jacks'. In these special ‘times’ we speak of a lol
of different things and both sides of our conversations ahways point to or lead back 1o Jesus! We spoke about his recent
matorcycle irip to Colorado, some mutual friends and we always speak about the things we are bath "going through® con-
cerning life itself. We always can encourage each other to NOT camp out but keep 'going through' the rough times. Twice
he told me that he loved me, In my Iife that doesn'l happen a lot unless it's my mom or sister, 5o when another person
savs those words' instant walls of speculation pop up ... usually. Mot the case this time. Instead, | felt brother Wade's sin-
cerity a5 well as ihe love of our Lord Jesus through Rim.

It was that day that the fog of the deceiver's lies lifled. That quickly | felt 100% better and focused on Jesus never mind
fhe wird and the waves! 'va done 17, closer 1o 18 years and am now facing 13 mone years, Bul look whal Jasus is doing
in me today! He is changing me from the inside out, molding me into who He has always planned for me to be. And I'm
glad for all of i

I've lgst everything wordly but I've gained so much mare, in Him, | also know and believe that through faith and trust in
Him He WILL restore to me all, worthwhile, that has been lest. The two things that | miss the most and am standing in faith
that He WILL restore is my wife and my daughter, Charlotte. | miss them immensely and I'm sad that | have hurt them
both the ways that | have. My prayer of faith is that one day they both would forgive me. If | truly trust God and believe that
He I3 the God of restoration, | can't wormy about that. Bul instead | MUST continue o move forward in the Father's will for
my life,

Well, just wanted to stop by and leave you with these words, "l thank God, our glorious Father, for "Spiritual Jumping
Jacks!"

His Great Love
By C.B.

Hi there, and thank you for the Christmas card that you sent to me in December, It's always nice to get mail in here, espe-
cially at Christmas time. | also have been receiving the Shwremos for (frist newsletters each month in the mail. | read
every word of it, and it really helps me to stay positive in such a negative environment as this. | thank you and God for
helping my battery to stay charged up every day and for my positive charged atitude, staying positive here.

It's hard at imas, but | always manage 1o go around, or stay clear of it most of the time. | stay in the Word by reading my
daily devolionals and the Bible every moming to start my day. I've been reading in Isalah these last few weeks and Isaiah
42:6-7 stood out to me, It says, “I the Lord have called you in righteousness; | will take hold of your hand. I will
make you to be a covenant for the people and a Nght for the Genliles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives
from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. "

That says to me that Jesus hears our cries. He sees us all and He is working out His plan. At great detriment to Himsalf,
Jesus came into the darkness of this world, He saw us down in our fears, our pain, our sin and our despair. He cracked
the sky with His light and great love and said, *1 am herg with you in the middle of this mess; and even better, if you just
hold on to Me, | will save you.” Knowing that we are not alone, that we are caught up in His love and light, and that He
came to save us. That is life altering, hope-filled, we will never be the same again kind of news thal we can celsbrate with
great joy at Christmas and all year round! Amen!

God is good, all the time! Thank you so much for the Christmas card and newsletters that you guys at &leremers for Siviad
have sent to me. | am truly blessed by them. Much love, peace and prosperity to you all,
8 . - : i
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TIME-QUT
By R.V.

My family in Christ ... first off, | would like to extend my Christian love to you and 'our’ family. Words cannot express as 1o
what I'm fealing nght now dua o you all's most welcomead card, The words written within it confirm that the love of Christ
in you all will see me explode and explore the Christ in me, to the word. | pray what I'm saying makes sense because me
being a vessel of His Word, there's NOTHING that will hinder this passion for the Lord that 've becomea altached to
through these years.

The time that | was away from my loved ones was something | had to deal with and withoul the Lord, thére was no way
that | could have done that by myself. Bul, being put away was the best thing, next to Christ, that has ever happened to
me. Just when | thought that I'd lost it all, at the time was NOT 1he case. My life was a mess. | was living in such darkness
that all | could see was a mess. But God seen it ALL as an opportunity for my growth. He, through these years, has
molded my heart and drawn me to Him. The mess He saw was a baautiful one. My life was without a doubt, a mess, but
through my eyes there was NOTHING beautiful about it.

I discovered that God wasn't neary as concerned with where we've come from as He is with where we're going. And
loday, at this moment, being behind these walls, soon o be released, tells me that I'm headed in the right direction.
PRAISE GOD! What's 5o baautiful, today, is hal my mother told me how proud she swas of me, That brought me 1o
sobbing. Never once did | expect to hear my mom say something like that. Who | was before was ugly and no mother
would have wantad to claim | was their son, Can you imagine how | fell? | praise our Father for this TIME-OUT, which
made me who | am today.

This (Hold Fast) card you sent me touched me in a joyful way and | really highly appreciate the time you take 1o give me
your attention, in the busy world that you live in. Scon we will meet and honestly, | can't wait!

Knock, Knock ... Wheo's Calling You
U.L.

First, | would like 1o thank you all at the Shwremers for (3 frist and ask God o continue 1o bless all of you. Next I'd like 1o let
you all know that | am making my pledge to the Shwromers for (Sirist when | get out in 4 years and 10 months. I'm taking
this time heng at Red Rock to gat mysalf rooted and grounded deepar in the Lord. By the way, tha church services hera
are on fire for Jesus and I'm blessead o be here at this time. Thank you for your prayers and | do appreciate wou all. I'm
thankiul for this ime to reflect and focus on becoming a doer of the Word of God instead of just a listener. And thirdly I'd
like to submit this littke article for you to run in the newsletter in hopes of getling some ones attention.

So the devil called three of his demons and said to them, "The one that answers this question right, I'l make him a
general on earth to create all kinds of havoc.”

S0 he asks the first one, "What would you tell man so that he wouldnt serve God?" He answered, "I'd tell them that there
is o God.”

"Wrong,” the devil said, "Man already knows deep down in his heart that God does exist.”

Then ha moves on o the second demon and asked the same question. This one answers, "'d tell them that thare is no
hell.”

"Good one,” the davil says, "Man wanis to belisve that he can live his life recklessly and never face judgment.”

Finally he asks the third demon the same question. This one pauses for a minute then answers, "I'd tell them that there is
plenty of time!® The devil's response was, "Go! You'll bring them in by the millions.™

See, man wants o believe that there is plenty of time o do this or that tomorrow. But folks, there is NO promised time.
Today is the day of salvation! Listen to what Elijah had to say to the people, in 1 Kings 18:21, “"How long will you waver
batwean two opinfons? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal is God, follow him. ™ It's ime my brothers and
sisters to chose who you will serve.
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Vision/Purpose By Wade Anderson conlinued from page &
And be assured, every new day brings an entirely new adventure, Even though he has these 'powers’ he alse has bound-
ries, he can't be cutside of the house. And everywhere that Anthony, the creator of "Uitra Tony" goes, 'Flirty' ends up travel-
ing along sometime through the night 1o ba where Anthony is. ; ) ; ) So the wink, wink here means that the four of us
adults are a part of 'Flirty's’ adventures. We transport him, secretly, from one place to the other. When he's al their house
it's John and Courtney's responsibility 1o dream up a pecearnias situation for Anthony to find "Flirty”’ in in the momings, AND
when He's at cur house, yes you guessed it, it's up 1o Michelle and me!

Since this all began several years ago and the boys, obviously, have gotten a litthe older. With this | thought for sure that
ole "Flirly" would probably be done with all of his charades and wouldn't be visiting again. Then last night Anthony came
over o stay the next fow days with us before Christmas Eve. This moming after Anthony and | got up he slowly began to
search for where he might find "Flirty". From one room to the other he checked looking to see what kind of mischief he had
gotlen into, A lot of times when "Flirty’ comes over to our house he likes to get into 'my” stuff and spread it out all over the
place. He does that to try and get under my skin because he knows that | am NOT allowed to touch him or he will lose his
magical powers. Anyways, when Anthony couldn't find him | began to share some of my ideas whera he might e, | men-
tioned, *You know ‘Flirty” s getling a little old these days. Maybe he didn't have the energy this year. How old is he in ‘elf
YEArs anyways?” He responded, "Seventy-five in our years.” Then | said, "Did you check out front in the yvard to see if he's
bean messing with my Christmas lawn decorations?” Quickly he answerad, "Mo, ha's not out there because he can't be
out of the house and he knows it." Knowing that he ‘was allowed' to be in my car but not the front vard | said, ™ou know
sometimes he gels in my car and messes with stuff.” Anthony excitedly said, "GO CHECK!" | went cut there but | didn't
see him. Then | suggested, "Did you check in the refrigerator or the freezer? You know he's from the Morth Pole. He might
miss that weather, Check there." He ran over and slung open the refrigerator but he wasn't there. Then he grabbed the
freezer drawer and pulled it open ... not there either.

Seaing Anthomy with that much excitement made me realize aven more how important it is that wea ALL Keap our imagina-
tions alive. Then | thought to myself, "Did we miss our mark? Mo one told me that "Flirty’ was here before | went (o bed last
night. Did Michelle go 1o sleep and forgel io get back up and place 'Flirty' out someplace? Then a sor of panic setin as |
hurried down the hallway to wake Michelle to see "Do 'we' have 'Flirty*?!" When she answered, "No" I've got to be honest,
some of the wind left my sail. A little hesitant to ask | said, °l1s "Fliry” still coming this yvear?” She answeared, "Yes, John just
forgot about it last night when he brought Anthony so ['we just got to go and meet them o pick him up. &nd when | retum
I'll place him somewhere where Anthony hasn't looked." Al that peint | had a deep sigh of relief and responded, "Good ...
Anthony {and me) were getting a littke anxious.”

Whean Michell2 was on her way back she called me and asked if earier | had chaecked for "Flirty' through the entire car,
When I old her, "Mot in the back floor board” she asked me (o leave my car doors open. Anthony and her had already
made plans to go out for the day with some other family and they already plannad to take my car. They gatherad their
things and off they went. [t was only a couple of seconds later and there was this BANG! BANG! BANG! on the front door.
It was Michelle and she said "Anthony” and before she could say anything elsea 1 looked out at the car, There stood
Anthony with the back car door wide open and his hand peointing in the car. As he looked at me, just beaming with joy, and
said, "Huh, | guess yvou didn't lock good enough. Come here, there's "Flirty' right there on your back floor board with a
mask on and a Christmas card in his hand, | told you he was here somewhere!” Seaing Anthany's faith and excitement put
a tear of pure joy in my eye and made my hean swell with love.

Mow 111 get back to where 'l guess | was slightly zealous'. | know today that | was that way then and now because of the
love that | wasiam expariencing, Like water, | could have takean the routs of least resistance, But I'd already been that
route and expenenced those results for far too long. The new spint inside of me didn't want 1o just float along like a dead
fish going down stream. | knew very little about this new direction in my life but | believed in the One | was following.
Again, | am no different from any one reading this. As atways I'm being transparent when | tell you that it was a slight fear
of returning 1o the old man that compelled and propelled me to want to know” more about His love for me. From there |
can and will honestly say the old man still tries to buck against me when I'm stepping out to do something new that God
has placed in front of me. Instead of listening o that | reflect on all that God has already done in and with this new me,
and | take that next step. And guess whatT When those thoughts rise up today | quickly realize "this' must be something
big that God is leading me to do or thera wouldn't be this much opposition, so | press in. At each new step | 1ake the
uneasiness leaves and the confidence in Him draws me forward.

Being 50 zealous, at first, | began to realize that | was sometimes running ahead of God. | wasn't spiritually ready for
some of the things | was headed out on, and yes | messed some things and relationships up, but nothing that He has not
been able to restore. Even today | still get excited when | hear 'ancther part’ of what He wants for this ministry as | start to
take off towards thal certain thing. But with that excilement I'm also leaming to not iake such big steps until I'm sure I'm
walking with Him instead of ahead of Him. Maybe that's why He prefers to show us only a ghmpse of the plan and not the
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whale piciure, You think? | hope that you noliced that | said 'another pad' of whal He wanis for this minisiny.

If we get ahead of God and put things 'we' want to do on owr plate that plate can fill up pretty fast. Then before we know it
wi will get discouraged trying 10 keep up. Bul when 'He' places something on our plate there is always enough time and
enemyy to acoomplish those things. If | get to where | stanl feeling overwhelmed with "stuff I'm learning to stop for a second
and examine whether I'm the one putting extra things on that plate. Remamber, the devil is perfectly at ease with us being
busy and doing ‘good things'. Why? Because he knows that while we are doing those “‘good things' we usually won't hear
when the 'God things' come our way, My suggestion is this ... listen closely. Make sure it's His voice you're hearing and
THEM move. I'm sune there's nol one of us that doesnt want to accomplish great things for God, and we can when we
follow and not lead.

In spite of what some of the church thinks God does not control everything we do. He didnt design and create us (o be
rabats, We don’t give our life to Him and then He sends us on our way to figure i all ouwt. His purpose and will for each of
us i to be in relationship with Him. In order to have a relationship with mmy wife or amyone for that matter there has 1o be
some conversations and getting to know each other. Early on in my life, come 10 find out, | truly didn't know how 1o have
real love’ relationships. Sure | really cared for people and even said "l love you® and | believe | meant it. But since ['ve
come to allow God to teach me how to love I'm remindad how little | knew about the word 'love’, | believe we throw the
wiord ‘love' arcund way oo often. Al least | did. Things like | “love" that motorcycle, | love’ this watch, | love’ my dogs, |
swre "love' these bumitos, potate chips and on and on. The word Tove' became just a wond that seemed like it fit every-
where with no rue meaning of 'LOVE®. Michelle and | have been together for 26 years and marred for closa to 25 years
now and yes I've been telling her that | “love” her and I've truly meant it all of this time. And believe me, we're continually
warking on our relationship and growing closer toeday than ever, But honestly, it's been since we ach have starfed our
own personal relationships with God thal we're learning even more of how 1o ‘love® each other. It's only through God
teaching each of us how He ‘loves’ us thats causing us to experience an even deeper level of love” together than either of
us had knowin 10 be possible.

| remember a few times eary on in my walk | believed that | had to be down on my knees crying and belly aching and
begging God to do things. (Thank God He loves us even in our ignorance.} One of those times in padicular we were a
lithe ower 1 year into what | knew God had directed us 1o do, this newsletter, At that time there were a few people that
were contributing and helping but even at that paint the financial needs were growing almost beyond our means. As |
began seeking His direction, in the midst of all that | just mentioned above, it was as though | could see God shrugging
His shoulders with both hands in the air saying to me, "What do you want Me to do? 've already given the provision. Go
speak 1o the church.” All of a sudden | felt like a spoiled little kid thinking that all of the 'crying and belly aching' was going
to make Him do something for me. So | wiped my face and dried the tears and went to where He had 1okl me.

From that time forward I've stopped with all of the nonsense and seek 1o find His promise for that siluation becauwse I've
leamt thal His promised Word is what moves Him. I've come Lo realize that He is the One that has set me oul on this
specific vision and purpose and He will always steer me in the right direction, with the provision to achieve if. | don't have
to spend a kot of time trying 1o figure out how it's all going to work. God gave the vision and He has anointed us to do this
particular "part’ He has set before us. P'm completely confident, our plate is not full and that there WALL BE many more
‘parts’ o come as long as we slay the course He has mapped out,

For now, let me close with this, Mot all of us are called 1o be some big TV evangelist, a pastor of some large church, a mis-
sionary oVverseas or even write a newsletter like we do. Some of us are called to be great spiritual parents to the children
that God has entrusted to us, Others arg called to be great enfrepreneurs that are Kingdom minded, Which means [hat
they bring forth the seed inte the 'storehouse’ to suppor the vision'mission that God has called the church too. And that is
to preach the Gospel, the Good Mews that Jesus loves you, to the whole world.

When we get our eyes off of what the world tries to tell us that we can and can't do and get His vision connected with our
faith in what He says THEM we'll be able t0 see gurselves the way that God sees us, And THEN we can Dagin accom-
plishing the things that God has set before us to accomplish. Maybe you have had dreams or visions of what you believed
you were to accomplish and someone along the way has discouraged that, Let me encourage you today, "Don't lay that
aside! It's NEVER toco late to pick those hopes, dreams and visions back up and see them through 1o completion. Seek
God's direction in ALL things, follow His lead and you toed can accomplish ALL thal God has for you!! AMEM?"
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Dear friends ... | received a wonderful card from you all yesterday welcoming me into the family. | have to tell vou, I've
been a bit down and it really lifted my spirils. Awhile ago we had a mapor riot hera and there was major dastruction o
every parl of this prison. We are still locked down and have o be escorted evenywhere we go. This prison has been my
home for the last 16 years, But I've Bean in prison for over 28 years now. | must confess that it was 50 hard 10 see my
‘home' being destroyed and our lives being turned upside down.

We basically have no programs nght now and they just started church senices this past week, Even with all of this I've
been able to go to work the past two weeks. | spend my days on the computer writing new programs for when we do get
staned again. | just finished a Spanish self-study for tha yard. It's a beginners course and today | started the intermediate
course. | will be doing an ltalian class and I'm working on an American History series oo, I've gotten a kot of interest. | find
work such joy. | pray to the Lord every night and He gives me the strength and courage to endure. Without Him | don't
know where | would be or if | would even be alive.

After | gave my life to the Lord | quit drinking and doing drugs, back on May Sth, 1885, The Lord took those evils from me
and | have NEVER craved them once. He also gave me my mind back. | used 1o be so mixed up and confused but He
took that away, Since then I've been able 1o complete 80 programs here, as well as 20 college courses AND I've main-
tained a 4.0 GPA, all here in prison. | am 50 thankful to hawve Jesus in my life.

| am not a young man, 57 yvears old, and | have seen 50 much over the years in here. | try 30 hard to counsel the younger
guys, to steer tham away from drugs, alcohol, gambling and gangs. | try to use the teachings of Jesus to do so, | don't
always succeed but I've planted a seed.

I'rov waiting o go in front of the pargle board soon and | am hopeful o be released by the summer, | look forvard 1o
meeting all of you at the church senvices. | also wanted to thank you again for the wonderful newsletters | receive from
you all,

#What Others Are Saping...

"Great io hear about the progress of all the "Overcomers’ and I'm grateful to each and every one of yvou who take the time
to get together there at Living Word Bible Church to write us brothers and sisters that are incarcerated. You're so right,
there IS much power in the words written o us in here, encouragement that could only be directed by our Father in
heaven, Other than all of you, my only connection o society is throwgh this litthe 137 TV and it's how | attend church,
worship, etz. All that being said, | know in my heart that the Lord loves me #1, and still after ALL this has a perfect plan for
me and my life so that | might join you and the Sheromers for (frist family in the Great Commission, There has to be AT
LEAST one soul in here that the Lord will assign me 1o help. I'm so grateful to you for your encouragement, advice and
sharing of how God has helped you through your own life's situations. | truly am forever grateful. May God continue to
Bless you all!!” - M.D.

*| hope your road trip with "ULTRA TONY", my new favorite Super Hero, went well, | prayed for you all and your trip, | am
siill trying to get on my fest AND still praying and studying God's Word every day.” - M.G.

“Hello to your staff and to all the Seercomers for (Sfrit family! May Jesus uplift you all with His Spirit and love, that He keeps
you all safe throughout all of your years. Excuse me a moment; did | forget to mention His strength to keep doing the
Lord's good work passing the Living Word to lost souls. | found one of yvour newslelters and read it, and it blessed mea
greatly. Shwremers by (firist is a blessing I'm sure for God's church and for the ones that don't know Jesus. Can you please
put me on the mailing list to receive the wwemes for Shirist newsletters every month? Thank you and God bless you all.” -
P.H.

*Thanks for your cards. | know you all are very busy these days and | have 1o let you know that you're doing a wonderful
job of getting the word out. Thank you very much for your encouragement and hope through these hard times, For
everyone else fell off but Swromers b (S friet newsletter brought me hope and peace within. May God bless your holidays
with good times.” - T.M.

"Thank you for the thoughtful faith card. | appreciate your prayers and blessings along with the card. | hope you all the
best and my prayers are with you all, too,” - M.A

"l thank you so vary much for the love and prayers that you give o us that are lockad wup, When | get your nessletter it
helps me with renewing of my mind and lets me know there are still people that care about us in here. | thank you so
much for all you do, Psalm 133:1 really hits home when | think of you all ... How good and pleasant it is when God's

people live fogether in unity!™ - TW.
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Neglect, Exercise and Things Under Pressure
By Cory Chilsan

Good moming my brothers and sisters. | just been sitting here with some free time on my hands and realized that it has
been forever since I've written my "Corner'. Yes, Holy Spirit conviction. Well, | pray my words find you all well as we round
the comer, no pun intended, to the New Year and put to rest the old year. Which has brought this '"Comer’ having three
things n the title, Lat's get started ...

Looking back at this past year | try to reflect on, "What did | 'Neglect’ to do™ not only for God but for my family as well? |
can come up with several; and these things help me o ook forward into the New Year knowing that even though we do
our best we can never neglect God or our families. It's very critical but if we remain faithful God tells us in Job 14:5, "A
person’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot
exceed.” God already knows that we cannot exceed His expectations.

Mext is 'Exercise’ ... I'm not only talking about physical exercise, but we need to confinue towork our minds in the Word of
God, daily, just like a pro football player works on his skills. Exercise has good results over fime, This leads me to Psalm
80:12, "So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.™ WOW! Looking to the Father
for wisdom - we can exercise our minds in God's Word.

And the thind point is ... 'Things under pressure” create beautiful things. Ephesians 5:75-16 tells us, "Therefare be
careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.”
Lock, I've been absent from '.mu ng for the newsletler for a bit and yes, life has g-urt&n in the way. The W::nrd sa[.rs that's
.wflal happﬂ,n.s L‘““ -"E ‘a - BB EOE vho has heg ! o=y much much |'| = (T=la f el = TR Lei=]

o b s fecl G i e -.-'.'.' 15 kialiltfe - See, when | came home lrum prison in 2014 ch:l started o restore
EVERYTHING fl'ﬂlTI a8 ten. "r’EE 10 year dNDI‘G‘E tﬂ a fantastic carger in HVAGC, an entire family restoration, a new home for
all of us and all the other things my heart desired.

Becausa | delighted myself in Him, believe you me it required much. Much faith, much sarving His children, much work
and much leaming day by day how to be a man again. And I'm not 1alking about the type of man that | was walking the
prison yard. I'm talking about the man that | am today, a man full of transparency. A man that remains humble and ready
to please God at ALL COST. These are just some of the things that we need to understand. Even though we are under

pressure we ARE being beautifully created, Stay plugged in to Him! Look, God knows your hearls desires so delight your-
selves IN Him and allow Him to bless you.

I iove you all and pray you had a great Christmas, And as always my family and, | pray that your New Year iS5 blessed
beyvond measure. Much love, honor and respect.

P .Sl Ask yourself, when do 'I' need o adjust my requirements of all that God has given 'me'? And then, don't Meglect.
Exercise regulardy and remember 'Under Pressure You are Beautiful!

Quote Worthy

"Repentance removes old sins and wrong attitudes, and it opens the way for the Holy Spirit to
réestore our spiritual health.”
Shirley Dobson - a nationally recognized for her leadership skills and her many contributions to
women’'s affairs, Christian organizations, and the institution of the Family.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Here is how you can give to the Shereemers for (SErist ministry:

By chack or money order - Make checks payable 1o Living Woerd Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ” Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes, For donations of less than $250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes. For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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