SPECIAL MEETING

August 20, 2025
Aurora, MN
A Special Meeting of the Town of White Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Jon Skelton on Wednesday, August 20, 2025 at 5:00 P.M. at Loon Lake Community Center:
ROLL CALL:
             Present:  

Supervisors - Anttila, Skelton, Kippley; Clerk-Knaus; Treasurer-Gross; 
             Absent:              
             Also Present:
Steve Peterson, Ron Johnson, Glenda Johnson, Gary Baker, Bryan Lehman, Wes Peterson, Nancy Jacobson, Derek Hirsch, Jan & Betty Stende, Chris Anderson, Kari Pechacek, Bill  & Bonnie Partyka, Micheal Starken, Gary Starken, Ila Fodness, Melanie Olmstead, Jed Olmstead, Kathy Lee, Gloria Curfman, Kate Bandle, Sarah Lincoln, James Larson, Randy Parkhurst, Susie Parkhurst, Richard Renner, Loretta Larson, Abigail Larson, Sarah Erickson, Jodene Kemp, John Kemp, Ian Ramfjord, Steven Ramfjord, Dave Ramfjord, Edward Alto, Don Little, Curt & Kim Wick, Lydia Murray, Jason Ramfjord, Mary Matteson, Jessie Tennisen, Billie Tennisen, Robert Hirsch, Robert Krueger, Laurel Krueger, Jeanette Johnson, Mike Skinner
Jon Skelton called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. & roll call was taken
1.) The Fire Hall Deconstruction and Demolition Project was discussed.  Jon Skelton assured those present the Fire Department is not going anywhere, they are just operating out of a different location and there has been no discussion about whether to dismantle or disband our Fire Department.  The Fire Department is a very important service to the Township and surrounding communities.  Anyone can call the office and ask questions instead of listening to rumors.  The Township was faced with the difficult decision to demolish the building for safety reasons as the roof purlins had completely rotted out and structurally the building was not safe for occupancy.  Thankful to the IRRRB for granting $19,000 towards the Project.  Thanks to the Public Works and Fire Department staff for this transition.  We have 100% response capability with no down time.  When the building came down, two tanks/concrete catch basins were discovered that needed to be removed.  The MPCA and Braun Intertec are involved in this portion of the Project, and we don’t know what these costs will be yet.  Items have been removed from the Fire Hall and placed in storage units.  Some of the items will be saved for future use and some will be sold on auction at Two Rivers.  Media requests by Mesabi Tribune and Northern News Now have been addressed by Chief Skinner and Chairman Skelton.  Next steps for the Project are to determine what direction does the Township want to go in for a building.  There are funding opportunities available.  Pete Makowksi has reached out and a meeting will be scheduled with him to discuss opportunities.  If any community member has knowledge of funding sources, contact the Office or Jon Skelton.  The Fire Department has a place now to operate out of – not optimal but it is working.  Our work starts tonight.  
IT IS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING PUBLIC WORKS TO WORK WITH THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND TWO RIVERS AUCTIONS TO HOST AN AUCTION AND SELL THOSE ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE FIRE HALL NO LONGER NEEDED.  MOTION CARRIED
2.) The Fire Department received $45,908.50 from fighting wildfires.  It needs to be determined how to invest the funds

IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECING SKINNER TO WORK WITH GROSS TO INVEST THE FUNDS INTO CD ACCOUNTS OR SAVINGS ACCOUNT AND DETERMINE AMOUNTS AND BRING TO THE MONTHLY MEETING FOR APPROVAL.  MOTION CARRIED  
3.) Fire District Exploration led by East Range Joint Powers Board 
IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA FOR EDWARD KIPPLEY TO BRING FORWARD TO THE ERJPB THE AREA FIRE CHIEFS SHOULD BE INVOLVED IN ANY DISCUSSIONS TAKING PLACE ON THE TOPIC OF FIRE DISTRICT EXPLORATION. MOTION CARRIED
IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY SKELTON TO HAVE THE CLOQUET FIRE CHIEF INVITED TO A FUTURE EAST RANGE JOINT POWERS BOARD MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED

4.) Personnel Matters – Physicals and testing scheduled for both Abigail Larson and Todd Nyman for the Fire Department.  Testing results take a long time to get verified and there have been some problems with Vault, interest in doing these tests, but they aren’t set up for the drug testing portion yet.  
IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO REASSES AND TABLE THE DISCUSSION OF PHYSICALS AND DRUG TESTING BY A NEW VENDOR TO THE NOVEMBER SPECIAL MEETING SCHEDULED WITH THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.  MOTION CARRIED
5.) PSTrax Software for Equipment
IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO TABLE AND PUT ON THE SEPTEMBER MONTHLY BOARD MEETING AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED

6.) PERA SVF 2025 Annual Report Review – this report will be updated by PERA
IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY KIPPLEY TO TABLE TO NEXT MONTH.  MOTION CARRIED

7.) Fire Department needs:  air and apparatus is needed and Skelton will talk to Niemi about this.  Skinner needs a new desk and internet in his office for CAD system reporting.  

IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA FOR SKINNER AND GROSS TO WORK TOGETHER FOR CAD REPORTING CAPABILITIES AND OPTIONS.  MOTION CARRIED
IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY KIPPLEY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 5:58 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 

 ______________________________________                 ____________________________________ 

Jodi Knaus, Clerk 
 
 
 
                           Jon Skelton, Chairman 
