(Student’s Version for Thursday, (January 23, 2025)
God Has A Plan For You!
Needed Resources:  

1. Webster Dictionary – Online or Hardcopy

    a. (Why are we choosing to use Webster’s Dictionary?)  He was a devout Christian who wrote the dictionary and incorporated scripture within the definitions of all words.
2.  Strong Concordance or Strong Exhaustive Concordance
3.  Bible, preferably a Parallel Bible with the King James Version on one side and Bible version of your choice on the other side of the Bible (hardcopy or online).

4.  Pad and pen
Weekly Challenged:  Please learn the three scriptures verbatim to include scripture and verse below in KJV.
1. Jeremiah 30:17 (KJV) 17 For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after.
2. Jeremian (KJV) 29:11 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
3. Jeremiah 29:12 (KJV) 12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.
4. Jeremiah 29:13-14 (KJV) 13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.  14 And I will be found of you, saith the Lord: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

15 Because ye have said, The Lord hath raised us up prophets

Key Reading Scriptures:  Jeremiah 29:1- 32 (NIV)
A Letter to the Exiles

1 This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This was after King Jehoiachin[a] and the queen mother, the court officials and the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the skilled workers and the artisans had gone into exile from Jerusalem.) 3 He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said:

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the Lord.

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity.[b] I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.”

15 You may say, “The Lord has raised up prophets for us in Babylon,” 16 but this is what the Lord says about the king who sits on David’s throne and all the people who remain in this city, your fellow citizens who did not go with you into exile— 17 yes, this is what the Lord Almighty says: “I will send the sword, famine and plague against them and I will make them like figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten. 18 I will pursue them with the sword, famine and plague and will make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth, a curse[c] and an object of horror, of scorn and reproach, among all the nations where I drive them. 19 For they have not listened to my words,” declares the Lord, “words that I sent to them again and again by my servants the prophets. And you exiles have not listened either,” declares the Lord.

20 Therefore, hear the word of the Lord, all you exiles whom I have sent away from Jerusalem to Babylon. 21 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says about Ahab son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son of Maaseiah, who are prophesying lies to you in my name: “I will deliver them into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he will put them to death before your very eyes. 22 Because of them, all the exiles from Judah who are in Babylon will use this curse: ‘May the Lord treat you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon burned in the fire.’ 23 For they have done outrageous things in Israel; they have committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives, and in my name they have uttered lies—which I did not authorize. I know it and am a witness to it,” declares the Lord.

Message to Shemaiah

24 Tell Shemaiah the Nehelamite, 25 “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: You sent letters in your own name to all the people in Jerusalem, to the priest Zephaniah son of Maaseiah, and to all the other priests. You said to Zephaniah, 26 ‘The Lord has appointed you priest in place of Jehoiada to be in charge of the house of the Lord; you should put any maniac who acts like a prophet into the stocks and neck-irons. 27 So why have you not reprimanded Jeremiah from Anathoth, who poses as a prophet among you? 28 He has sent this message to us in Babylon: It will be a long time. Therefore build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.’”

29 Zephaniah the priest, however, read the letter to Jeremiah the prophet. 30 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 31 “Send this message to all the exiles: ‘This is what the Lord says about Shemaiah the Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah has prophesied to you, even though I did not send him, and has persuaded you to trust in lies, 32 this is what the Lord says: I will surely punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his descendants. He will have no one left among this people, nor will he see the good things I will do for my people, declares the Lord, because he has preached rebellion against me.’”

Our Topic is “God Has A Plan For You!”
1.  Who was Jeremiah writing too?  Have you ever received an email or letter from God?
Answer:

Answer:  
Special Note:  This happened after Jeconiah was taken to Babylon in 598 BC By this time Babylon had already invaded Judah and Jerusalem twice (605 BC and 598 BC) and taken captives each time. There still remained a sizable population in Jerusalem and Judah, but they would also soon be conquered and carried away in forced exile.

The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah: “Diplomatic correspondence between overlords and vassals was common in the second millennium BC, as the Amarna letters written from Palestine to the pharaoh indicate.” 

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive: This letter was a valid and true expression of Jeremiah’s prophetic office, even though it was written and not spoken.

2. Were the Jewish people in Babylon by the will of God?  Why were the Jewish people exciled to Babylon?  What is another word for excile?  What was God’s plan for these Jewish people? Do you know God’s plan for your life?  Provide one example.
   Answer:  
   Answer:  
   Answer:  
   Answer:  
   Answer:  
   Answer:  
Special Notes:

The key difference between God's will and the devil's will is that God's will is inherently good, focused on love, seeks to bring about the highest good for all creation, will never violate or go against the Word of God, and it includes God’s plan for our lives while the devil's will is destructive, motivated by pride and self-interest, aiming to cause harm and disrupt God's plan.  Key points to remember:

Motivation:
God acts out of pure love and desires the best for humanity, while the devil is driven by envy and a desire for power over others. 

Outcome:
God's will leads to a stronger relationship with God, life, healing, and restoration, whereas the devil's will leads to destruction, suffering, and separation from God. 

Nature of actions:
God's actions are always righteous and just, while the devil uses deception and manipulation to achieve his goals. 

Examples:

God's will:
To forgive sins, offer salvation, and guide people towards a life of love and compassion with God. 

Devil's will:
To tempt people into sin, foster hatred and division, and discourage faith in God.

3. Did God forget about the Jewish people when they went into exile?  What did God command them to do?  During your last trial, what was one thing God commanded you to do?
Answer:   
Answer:    
Special Note:  Exile didn’t mean that God forgot about them or wanted to destroy them.  Seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive: God wanted them to do good in their communities and be a blessing to their Babylonian neighbors.
Answer:   
Special Note:  Ultimately, God caused them to be in Babylon, and they should be a blessing where they were set.
4.  How did Jeremiah command the Jewish people to obtain peace? Does Jeremiah’s command work for the believer, today?  What are some other ways to obtain peace?  Is your peace negotiable?
Answer:  
Answer:  

Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  Prayer and good works of all sorts are ways to seek the peace [shalom] of the city. Yet, proclaiming the good news of God’s rescue in Jesus the Messiah is also part of seeking the peace of the city. “By themselves, random acts of kindness cannot bring enduring peace. The only basis for real and lasting shalom is the work of Jesus Christ on the cross.” 

“Jeremiah had foretold the ultimate overthrow of Babylon with no uncertain sound. Of that issue there could be no doubt. But so long as it remained, and they were held there as captives by the will of God, let them secure peace for themselves, by seeking the peace of the city, and that by prayer.” “Wherever you find yourself, seek the peace and comfort of those around you.” 

5.  What did God warn the Jewish leaders about through Jeremiah?  Are we combatting this same problem, today?  How do you protect yourself from this problem?
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  These false prophets and diviners likely told the Jews in Babylon that they would soon be allowed back to Judah and they should plan accordingly. God said, “They prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them.”
“There was a period of unrest all over the Babylonian empire, and prophets both in Jerusalem and in Babylon were proclaiming the imminent ending of the Exile, evidently believing that Babylon was on the point of collapse. The Babylonian Chronicle hints at internal troubles in Babylon in 595/4 BC in which some of the deported Jews seem to have been involved.
6.  How long were the Jewish people exciled in Babylon?  Does God always gives us promises during dark times to lead us to and through his path?  Which spiritual gift do you think God uses the most during darkest times?  Why?
Answer:  
Answer:  

Answer:  

Answer:  

Special Note:  God had appointed an end to it, but it would be a long season in exile before God would cause you to return to this place.  The false prophets promised a quick return from exile. Through Jeremiah, the LORD told them it would not be a quick return, but there would be a return. In time, God would visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. God had a good word for the exiles; it just wasn’t the word the false prophets brought.

“The prophet had the double duty of putting down their false hopes, and sustaining their right expectations. He, therefore, plainly warned them against expecting more than God had promised, and he aroused them to look for the fulfillment of what he had promised.” 

7.  What did God say through Jeremiah regarding his thoughts?  How does this scripture makes you feel?  Are God’s thought for Jeremiah relevant  in the believer’s life, today?  Do you believe Jeremiah 29:11 (KJV and NIV)?  Is Jeremiah letter an epistle?
Answer:  
Answer:   
Answer:  . 

Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Notes:  God knew His own thoughts toward these exiled Jews in Babylon. They did not know or did not remember His thoughts toward them, so God wanted to state them in writing through Jeremiah’s letter.
8.  What does Jeremiah 29:11 (KJV) say?  What does Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) say?  What are the thoughts God have toward you from NIV?  Do you remind yourself of this scripture when trial comes?
Answer:  Jeremiah 29:11 King James Version
Answer:  Jeremiah 29:11 New International Version
Jeremiah 29:11 GOD’S WORD Translation
11 I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord. They are plans for peace and not disaster, plans to give you a future filled with hope.
Answer:
Answer:  
9.  What was God’s instructions to us after he revealed his thoughts to us in Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)?  Does this comforts you?  Will you use this technique every day in your prayer life?
Answer:
Answer:  
Answer:  
10.  What is the one thing that stood out to you about this lesson, “God Has A Plan For Your Life!
Answer:  
Pray that God’s plan for your life in 2025 be reveal to you in phases so that you can walk in obedience in fulfilling his commands to lead you into your God-given purpose.
Thank you for your participation!
