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INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
P: Beloved in the Lord, let us confess our sins to God our 
Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 
of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading John 20:19-31 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.”  When He had said this, He showed them His 
hands and His side.  Then the disciples were glad when they 



saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  
As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.”  And 
when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is 
withheld.”  Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was 
not with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told 
him, “We have seen the Lord.”  But he said to them, “Unless I 
see in His hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into 
the mark of the nails, and place my hand into His side, I will 
never believe.”  Eight days later, His disciples were inside again, 
and Thomas was with them.  Although the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.”  Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see 
My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side.  Do 
not disbelieve, but believe.”  Thomas answered Him, “My Lord 
and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 
you have seen Me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.”  Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life 
in His name.  
 

HYMN      The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

1 The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
Now is the victor’s triumph won; 
Now be the song of praise begun. 
    Alleluia! 
 



2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst, 
But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 
    Alleluia! 
 

3 The three sad days have quickly sped, 
He rises glorious from the dead. 
All glory to our risen Head! 
    Alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 
shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

HYMN      Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 
1 Come, you faithful, raise the strain 
    Of triumphant gladness! 



God has brought His Israel 
    Into joy from sadness, 
Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke 
    Jacob’s sons and daughters, 
Led them with unmoistened foot 
    Through the Red Sea waters. 
 

4 For today among His own 
    Christ appeared, bestowing 
His deep peace, which evermore 
    Passes human knowing. 
Neither could the gates of death 
    Nor the tomb’s dark portal 
Nor the watchers nor the seal 
    Hold Him as a mortal. 
 

5 Alleluia! Now we cry 
    To our King immortal, 
Who, triumphant, burst the bars 
    Of the tomb’s dark portal. 
Come, you faithful, raise the strain 
    Of triumphant gladness! 
God has brought His Israel 
    Into joy from sadness! 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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