Definitions

By Apostle Thurston Edison Hamby III

        The assignment to write this word is to share keyword definitions which the Lord gave me through the years. Every time the Holy Spirit revealed a definition to me it gave me more clarity and understanding and also helped me in my faith walk. Some definitions helped me to better understanding God’s perfect will for mankind because the Scriptures were more clarified to me. The first definition the Lord revealed to me was the word virtue (Mark chapter 5:21-43 key verses 30&31). When I read about the woman with the issue of blood and Jesus ask who touch me because he felt virtue go out of him, I grew curious and desired to know and understand the meaning of this word to better understand the Scripture. I looked it up in the dictionary and my concordance in the meeting was basically the same. It meant moral living. This definition didn’t seem to fit the way it was applied in the Scripture so I prayed and asked the Lord what was the intended meaning. He answered me saying that virtue in the Scripture was the amount of God’s Word in your heart. I was very satisfied with this interpretation because it fits and makes sense. This interpretation would prove to bless me in many ways. In the late 1980s I didn’t preach very much and I would know three or four weeks in advance when I was scheduled to minister God’s word whenever God gave me a message I would always feel excited and edified in my heart and I could not wait for the Sunday to come but by the time it would come I would feel drained and I had to rely on my notes and I didn’t feel half as edified as I did weeks prior. I noticed this pattern and I asked the Lord why? Why do I feel drained by the time it’s time for me to preach and He replied “the devil is siphoning the Word out of your heart. I understood this analogy. He was siphoning my virtue like a man siphons fuel out of a car so I increased my Word of God intake and I guarded my heart against thoughts and problems that will come to rob me of my virtue. Knowing what the problem was help me in many ways. I began to learn much more from the Lord as I continually studied His word. We use the strength of God’s Word as we live. Our faith comes from hearing and hearing God’s Word. So our virtue is according to the Word we receive, the amount of God’s Word which we hear. Virtue can be stolen through the cares of this world. Hosea chapter 4 verse 11 reads “whoredom wine and new wine take away the heart” this means any form of worldly indulgences from worry to lust even anger can deplete the Word of God out of your heart. Jesus taught in the parable of the sower that the cares of this world choke the word and those whose heart is like thorny ground becomes unfruitful and the deceitfulness of riches and the lust of other things entering in choke the word and it becomes unfruitful (Mark chapter 4 verses one through 20 key versus 18 and 19). So once I was aware that the messages God gave me to minister to His people could be siphoned from my heart I began to guard my heart better and study His word and pray. This new understanding of virtue gave me the advantage and my life took greater turns for the better. I was able to learn and keep more information which came from my Lord. In the early 90s I asked the Lord’s definition of knowledge and wisdom again He answered “saying wisdom is first. Wisdom is the trust of truth”. Then he said “knowledge is finished wisdom” in other words the outcome of acting on wisdom is knowledge for us. Within the nine gifts of the Spirit there is the word of knowledge and the word of wisdom. The word of knowledge is a word from God about the past while the word of wisdom is for the future. When God warned Adam not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil saying “for in the day that thou eatest thou shall surely die” (Genesis to verses 16 and 17), this was a word of wisdom to Adam. Adam didn’t trust God continually he did eat. He died spiritually and eventually physically but shortly afterwards he hid from God’s voice. And the Lord God called unto Adam and said unto him where art thou? Verse 10 and he said I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked and I hid myself. Verse 11 and He said who told thee that thou was naked? Has thou eaten of the tree, where I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? (Genesis 3:1-24) Now God’s question to Adam was concerning what he did in the past it was known. When I’m not sure of my next step on what to do in a situation, I seek the Lord so that I can trust His word so that my steps can be sure. God is always truthful and will not guide us falsely.

       One of the most important definitions the Lord gave me was Faith. I was studying the book of Mark Chapter 11, listening to it on an MP3 player and the Lord spoke to me saying faith is a definer. The revelation I received from his word was that a sinner can believe on Jesus and be redefined as God’s child, a sick man can believe God’s word and be redefined as heal. A poor man can take God at His word and be redefined as wealthy for faith and works always redefined the facts on the ground redefining situations into God’s promises and standards. In the same season I asked the Lord the difference between Faith and Trust. Faith is a definer. And He said Trust is reliance. I said, Lord break it down for me! He then made it plain to me saying “faith this trust before you see and trust his faith after you’ve seen”. We can understand these definitions by the exodus of Israel leaving Egypt. The Israelites would obey Moses by Faith but they always failed to Trust God. Today many Christians redefined their lives but have much trouble Trusting God. The success we enjoy from having had Faith should always work to inspire our Trust in Him to the point when He gives us guidance we Trust and continue with excitement and great joy. Another definition is Grace and Mercy. Every Grace from God is a gift from him to us that we do not deserve and cannot earn. Salvation is a Grace to us. The Holy Spirit baptism, gifts of the Holy Spirit, anointings from God, even the Word of God and the revelation from it is a given Grace to us. Mercy is our rescue. It is when God holds back punishment that we do indeed deserve and gives us Life and liberty instead. When men gets saved believing on Jesus and turning from there sins, they miss out on hell. So, Grace is first. We have the gospel of Jesus or promises from God’s word and then Faith forms in us in our hearts and we receive enlightenment from the Holy Spirit. Faith the second we speak applying God’s promise and redefine our facts on the ground or the facts within us and realize God’s promise towards us. Trust his third. We have good reason to trust God in new situations. Now the fourth thing that happens is Understanding. Understanding forms as we trust God because continual reliance forms understand and wisdom as well as discretion. Years ago the Lord taught me that Understanding is knowing things in their right relationship or knowing things in their correct relationship. There are only a few men written about in God’s word that had understanding. Understanding forms from continually receiving God’s perspective with Trust. In other words Trust in God’s word written and spoken by the Holy Spirit graces us with a God’s eye view. As this process happens we gain Understanding. The definition that is fifth is Vision. I use this word often even for many years but recently I asked the Lord for his definition of Vision and he replied saying “Vision is developed faith”. Many years ago possibly 1994 the Lord taught me that theatrics is more powerful than description because if people could see God’s word acted out they can receive much more Vision from it than they could from hearing preaching. But when good Spirit led preaching is received it becomes a Visual to those who observe the lifestyle of those who hear and love God’s word. Vision is the strongest charge of God’s word to us. Every Christian has the measure of faith. It’s common for Christians to win by their faith. At times, they hit and miss but a man or woman who has Vision, have developed faith. They win as a standard and their success is steady. Even when surprised with an attack, they are able to use their Faith as a shield and they trust God when they have no clue, to the point that they learn, gain knowledge, and win regardless. Without Vision the people perish (Proverbs 29:18). Every generation should leave a better legacy of Vision for the next generation to follow so it is with all who trust God!

       One of the most important definitions God revealed to me is the Anointing. I asked the Lord what was his definition of the Anointing. I asked him in the season he defined faith. He answered saying “the Anointing is a sanction that gives a man or a woman God’s ability to perform and finish a specific task”. Now for years I was satisfied with what I thought was the definition but my definition didn’t compare to God’s. I now have a new and healthy respect for the Anointing God gave me as well as the Anointing He’s given others. The Anointing multiplies when people are faithful to use it and also when people are receptive. In other words when a man or woman is faithful and obedient to yield to the Lord, they will do outstanding even impossible works of love with unusual ease. They have God's ability to do that specific work. Like Sampson, he had God's ability to judge and kill and avenge. Philip the evangelist in the book of Acts had God’s of ability to evangelize. Apostle Paul had God's ability to to be an apostle to the Gentiles (Galatians chapter 1). He was not sent to the Jews primarily. The Holy Spirit warned him by the prophet Agabus which took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owneth this girdle , and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles (Acts 21:7-15). Apostle Paul did go to Jerusalem and was arrested and he appealed to Caesar a Gentile. As we do whatever we're Anointed to do only, we will have the most unusual success. If we stray into something else that we are not Anointed for, we will only have very limited success. Remember, limited man class success can still be impressive to men but God knows better. When the Anointing is received by the people it multiplies God's purpose in them. In many churches people underestimate the power of the Anointing which people did receive and are even clueless to their new abilities. The nature of mankind tends to look up to what they see as greater and ignore what they esteem to be lesser. But those who listen and obey always become the greater but men are last to take notice. satan is afraid of our next generation. Now I have noticed and I have watched those who walk in love are the first to learn from the Lord, receive what He say's and act on it. As stated earlier how those who are Anointed do outstanding impressive works of love with unusual ease and it is true but in their personal life they are still required by God to live by their Faith. They must learn to live by their Faith. If not they will have great success in ministry and low success in life!!! Habakkuk stated plainly that the just shall live by his faith (Habakkuk 2:4). So we must. Anointed people have God's ability in the area they are anointed. Every Anointing is a grace. Men can't earn it. It can be imparted as people are faithful and as the Holy Spirit wills but it cannot be earned! Our colleges can greatly help us understand but the Anointing requires faithfulness and life requires active faith!!!
       Years ago I asked the Lord of His definition of Understanding he answered understanding is knowing things in their right relationship. Understanding is the first form of Vision which is developed faith. The primary difference between understanding and vision is Understanding is knowledge and Vision is faith. Understanding forms as knowledge grows within the heart of man. True vision forms within the heart of those who continually operate by their faith. Every attribute of God continues to multiply and cause multiplication within those who are faithful. Understanding will always be important. The word Understand comes from two root words, under and stand. It is learning from a foundational level throughout. You’re learning truth as you stand. You’re learning God's truth from a foundational position practicing what you learn without failure. Nehemiah completed the wall around Jerusalem with building tools in one hand and the sword in the other.

       Another definition the Lord gave me was fear. Years ago a woman I know of was fearful of being hurt again because of a previous relationship she had and because of her fear she said things and acted in ways that caused her fear to become real and her relationship which had potential came to an end. As I thought on what happened to her, the Lord spoke to me saying "fear is a driver". I understood what He meant. Fear is a spirit that drives people to create what they fear through suggestion. Whenever people speak or act on their fears, they cause them to be manifested within their lives. Every expectation of fear has no rest no peace no safety. Joy is absent and fear always has torment. For these reasons God never gives His people fear. Fear is a negative form of Faith. Faith works by God's love while fear works by pride. Faith enables us to define our lives according to God's perfection while fear drives us in opposition to God's will for us. So fear is not of God but it is a tool of our enemies satan. Be at peace for perfect love always cast out fear. Your every fear can be cast out as you easily grow in the perfect love of God.

Another definition the Lord gave me is worry He said worry is a reducer. Worry works to reduce whatever strength, faith or wisdom a person has already. So, worry never. Even when you know of a loved ones crisis remember that your worry can never help them. Pray in faith for them and faint not for God He is truly with you and He is willing and able to help you and them. Our God truly honors our faith but worry works to reduce it. Worry works to cause more harm and never good. Fortify. Build your faith up and decide to never worry.

       One day the Lord told me doubt is a disabler. Every Christian has the measure of Faith according to the Word of God. In order for Faith to work we must believe in our heart and doubt not in our heart (Mark 11: 20- 26). If we believe in our heart though we have the Faith of God and doubt also, our faith won't work for us. Any doubt within our heart will nullify our Faith. The Word of God charges our hearts just like a battery is charged and also enables us to remove our doubt as we believe it and receive it within our hearts. So doubt is a disabler and we all must learn to doubt not. It's easier to decide to doubt not, than to let it disable our lives and the lives of those we love.

       The Lord also said to me unbelief is rejection. When people are in a state of unbelief they are rejecting knowledge on purpose of their own free will. The knowledge of God must always be received by choice. In the book of Acts chapter 7 key verses 54- 60 the people stoned Stephen in a rage because he accurately exposed the truth of God's word to them. They did not want to hear it. They did not change. I also asked the Lord about pride and he said pride is opposition. Pride is opposite always opposite to the heart of God. No man can serve two masters he will love one and hate the other. When people get in pride they are indeed compromised especially when they decide against the known will of God and do opposite. Even men and women of God can get in pride if they choose not to fight the good fight of Faith! The lust of the eyes the lust of the flesh and the pride of life is the world's system. Pride is opposition to God

       I once asked the Lord about Patience. He said Patience is a waiting Faith. Faith is always current. Faith is always right now. Hope is for the future. Though Faith is now, the time of development before Faith is finished requires Patience on the part of the believer. This patience is not hope because it expects currently. Hope expects future tense and for the future.  Patience is a waiting faith because living faith is currently active until it is finished.  Job was Patient. Job did not have faith to overcome his captivity which satan set against him because he did not know why all the evil happened nor did he hear the Word of God in order to have faith to overcome. But he did not charge God foolishly, blame God or curse God and die. Though he did not understand, he patiently waited until his change came to pass. After hearing the Words of The Lord, he obeyed the instructions God gave him forgiving his friends who accused him and he prayed for them and God overturned his captivity. And he received double of all that he lost and his writings became a blessing for every generation. Patience is important. Faith is always a present definer. We believe before evidence. Once we believe and act on our Faith, Faith always begins and continues. Patience is required until forming things are finished. Farmers don't give up on their seedlings. They expect full corn in the ear from the day they planted it! How much more should we!!! We've got God's Holy word on it. I also asked the Lord of His definition of Peace. He said Peace is fellowship. We who believe on Jesus enjoy fellowship with God. We are connected. We are not disconnected. We have fellowship with the Father through Jesus Christ our Lord.

At church while wiring the room above the fellowship hall for the youth, the Lord gave me an analogy of Faith and works, active Faith. He said “your heart is like a battery the Word of God charges it. Your tongue is the on switch. Your doubt is the off switch. Your patience is the positive wire. Your works is like the motor. Your Peace is like the ground wire. Active faith requires these simple elements to remain in place. Our Faith can define and redefine our lives into God's perfect will. God loves us and always gives us His very best.
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