"We, the faithful of Saint Joseph Parish,
are a community of believers who follow
Christ, proclaim the Word of God, worship
the Lord and respond to the needs of
others."
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Telephone: (520) 747-3100
Fax: (520) 745-4606
Email: parish@stjosephtucson.org
Website: www.stjosephchurchtucson.org

https://stjosephchurchtucson.weshareonline.org/

Parish Mi.ssion Statement
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215 S. Craycraft Rd., Tucson, AZ 85711

Parish Office Hours/Horas De Oficina
Monday-Thursday/
Lunes-Jueves:

8:oo am to 4:00 pm

Friday /Viernes:

8:oo am to 1:00 pm

Sunday/Domingo:

Closed in June and July

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
June 24, 2018

Mass Times!Horario de Misas
Daily/Lunes a Sabado:
7:00am

Pastoral Staff
Pastor

Rev. Ricky Ordonez

Deacons

Leon Mazza, Business Mgr.
Teodoro Perez, Hispanic Min.
Cliff Rambaran

Maintenance Supervisor Mr. John Hill
Parish Secretary
Pastor's Secretary

Ms. Norma Torres
Mrs. Carolyn Osborn

Faith Formation
Mr. Wade Manuel, Coordinator
Pre-K through Grade 7
September through April
Sundays: 8:oo am to 9:05 am
Confirmation Preparation
Please call Parish Office

Saturday Vigil:
Sunday Masses:

5:30 pm
7:00 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
1: 15 pm Spanish
5:30pm

Holy Day Masses/Misas de Guardar:
(Check bulletin)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Chapel
Every First Friday 10:00 a.m. - Noon

SacramentsSacramentos
Reconciliation/Horario de Reconciliacion
Saturdays/Sabados: 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Baptisms-Baptismal arrangements must be made by the
PARENTS of the child at the Parish Office. Parents and godparents
must attend a baptismal preparation class before the baptism. Other
requirements will be discussed at the initial interview.

Matrimony-Weddings are celebrated throughout the year.

St Joseph Parochial School
Telephone (520) 747-3060
Interim Principal
Receptionist

Mrs. Julia Wickman
Ms. Joan Navarro

Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade
Monday through Thursday
7:40 am to 3:00 pm
Friday: 7:40 am to 12:30 pm

In
accord with Church Law, at least one of the parties to be married must
be a member of St. Joseph, otherwise special permissions are needed.
Marriage preparation is to begin at least 6 months prior to the
wedding. It is strongly recommended that a couple planning to be
married at St. Joseph contact the Parish before making any contractual
arrangements with a facility for their reception. During the initial
interview with the priest of the Parish, the couple will be provided
with all the necessary information needed for their preparation
expenence.

Anointing of the Sick - Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Sunday, June 24 - Is 49:1-6;
Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1 :57-66, 80

Sunday, June 24

Ps 139:1-3, 13-15;

Monday, June 25

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts

Room 10

Monday, June 25 - 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15, 18;
60:3-5, 12-13; Mt 7:1-5

Ps

Tuesday, June 26

7:00 p.m. Spanish Carismatic Prayer

Chapel

2 Kgs 19:9-11, 14-21, 31-35,
36; Ps 48:2-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14

Tuesday, June 26 -

Wednesday, June 27

10:00 a.m. Bible Study
12:00 p.m. Prayer Group

Activity Room
Chapel

Wednesday, June 27 - 2 Kgs 22:8-13;

Thursday, June 28 - 2 Kgs 24:8-17;

Thursday, June 28

6:00 p.m. Holy Redeemer Prayer Grp .. Activity Room
7:00 p.m. Contemporary Choir
Chapel

Ps 79:1-5, 8-9;

Mt 7:21-29
Friday, June 29 -Acts 12:1-11;
4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19

Friday, June 29

Ps 34:2-9;

Saturday, June 30 - Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19;

Saturday. June 30

10:00 a.m. Sewing Group
10:00 a.m. Baptisms
12:00 p.m. Spanish Baptisms

23:1-3; Ps

119:33-37, 40; Mt 7:15-20

Activity Room
Church
Church

2 Tm
Ps

74:1-7, 20-21; Mt 8:5-17
Sunday, July 1 - Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24:

Ps 30:2, 4-

6, 11-13; 2Cor8:7,9,13-15; Mk5:21-43
Sunday, July 1
Our
Weekly Offering

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED DURING
THE HOURS OF 11 :00 A.M. AND 2:00 P.M. ON

The collection for the weekend of June 16/17 was

MONDAY, JUNE 25 AND WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27.

,~~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~~
I
I
$8,171.80

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Monday:
Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time
St. Cyril of Alexandria
Wednesday:
Thursday:
St. lrenaeus
Friday:
Ss. Peter and Paul
Saturday:
The First Martyrs of the Holy
Roman Church
Blessed Virgin Mary

ATTENTION!
:
The Parish Office will be closed on Sundays during
the Summer months of June and July. Thank you
for your understanding.
:

I

I

Deacon Leon

--------- - - - -

______ .•I

MAGNIFICAT GOES TO ISRAEL!!!
"Walk in the Footsteps of Jesus" - Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land September. 3-12-2018, Only $3995 all
inclusive! (except lunches & tips to driver and guide)
leaving from Tucson AZ., Spiritual Director - Fr.
Abram Dono from St Kateri Parish will say mass
daily
and
hear
confessions.
Go
To www.pilgrimages.com/magnificat for all the details, view pictures, and sign up! Or call Magnificat
Coordinator - Gloria
Roberts
(520-2377060). Come and experience the Bible 1st hand.
Truly a life changing experience!!! Don't delay last
day to sign up is July 15th!
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THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS!
I can't quite believe that my time as Pastor of St. Joseph Parish and School has come to a close. Although, these last couple of
months has been the most challenging of all the time I have been here, I leave with a GRATEFUL HEART and filled with wonderful
memories!
I remember .... My First Sunday Vigil Mass! It was a rainy afternoon and I walked into our church to find that our sound system had
failed. I had to use our portable speakers and tried as hard as I can to project my voice so I can be heard. As if that wasn't enough!
At the end of mass, I invited our visiting seminarian to dinner only to find that we were "trapped" as the electronic gate wouldn't open.
We ended up walking to BJ's next door and got caught in a torrential downpour. We were soaked to the skin, BJ's was over crowded
and we ended up eating hot dogs for dinner at Five Guys! Thankfully, we haven't had many problems with our sound system since
then.
I remember ..... My First School Opening! New Pastor, new Maintenance Supervisor, New Principal. Coming in on July 1, 2014, we
had a month to prepare the school - cleaning, servicing the swamp coolers, tidying up, etc. After I had greeted the children, I walked
towards the soccer field and was horrified to find that there was about half a foot of uncut grass. Too bad, all our maintenance crew
were occupied. So, I took out the lawn mower, asked how it is operated and, in my black clerical attire under 100 degree heat, cut the
grass myself. I was amused at parents jumping out of their cars taking pictures through the school fence! I had to do it a few more
times until I eventually "retired" from that job!
I remember ..... The Heat! Coming from a country where "swamp coolers" don't exist, I didn't know that it doesn't work in high
humidity. Visiting classrooms at various times of the day, I realized that the heat was overpowering. To remedy the situation, I went
to ALL the Home Depot and Lowe's outlets buying out whatever portable units I can get. The heat was still oppressive. It was during
this time that I decided to put in air-conditioning at the school. Now, our children and teachers enjoy cool and comfortable
classrooms.
I remember ..... The Purple Church Windows! There were many times I would open the church on a Saturday afternoon for
confessions to find broken purple glass on the floor. My fear was that we may have been broken in, only to find out that when birds hit
the brittle window panes, it simply shatters! I would cover them up with whatever I can find - plastic sheeting, cardboard, aluminum
foil, etc. Absolutely horrible! It was then that I proceeded to save up money to change it. The blessing came through a parish
"GODMOTHER". With a stroke of her signature, the windows were paid for and our savings went to .... The next project!
I remember ..... The "Old" Healy Hall! Built in 1953, it was the original church and from what I gathered it was renovated in the year
2000. The first thing I did was to subscribe to Architectural Digest and Phoenix Home and Garden magazines to get some ideas ...
and set to work. The money we had was only good for a new floor and a coat of paint. However, when work progressed, other
"GODFATHERS AND GODMOTHERS" appeared! Thus, we had our air conditioning system fixed, new Audio-Visual equipment and
new blinds. We even had the "red doors" - which some people didn't like - until we found out about the "Theology of the Red Door"
as a sign of sanctuary! We haven't heard any complaints since then!
I remember ..... The Guadalupe Procession! As Vocations Director and member of the Presbyteral Council, I always advocated for
a Guadalupe Procession for the diocese. Unfortunately, I didn't get the support to have one. Finally, when I became Pastor, I sought
out Emilio and Maria Moya and together with Chuy Cornides and Ramses Enriquez, they listened to my "dream". Thereafter, Martin
Gonzalez and Dr. Chris Arslanian, faithful Cathedral parishioners, loved the idea and joined us. Thus, the first of St. Joseph's
Guadalupe Procession was born. And as they say, the rest is history!
I remember ..... Our Lady's Sanctuary of Prayer! Having a chapel at the Parish Center was wonderful; however, it always reminded
of being in the "waiting room of Urgent Care". It became my dream to renovate it. During a pilgrimage to San Juan de los Lagos in
Mexico, I chanced upon a gallery that had a most unusual but very moving depiction of the Holy Trinity. It took me all of 15 seconds
to decide to buy it. Now it hangs proudly in a more prayerful environment.
I remember ..... My First Eating Etiquette Class! Growing up with a very properly mannered Grandmother, I learned how to eat with
proper manners at a young age. Although I secretly prefer to eat like a "savage"; at the very least, I had that knowledge in store in
case I need it. So, I wanted to teach our school children what I had learned when I was their age. Thankfully, a school parent
provided me with most of the china, silverware and glassware to start me off. It was a wonderful experience as I taught them how to
set up and be comfortable in fine dining etiquette. One of the mothers, after witnessing our "class", asked, "Father Ricky, can we
invite you to our home for dinner so you can teach my husband how to eat properly?"
I remember ..... "GOOD MORNING, FR. RICKY!" For a few years, I would stand at the entrance of the school during most mornings
and would teach the children to greet me with "Good morning, Fr. Ricky!" What was amusing was that it was their parents who were
dropping them off that felt pressured! Sometimes, as they were approaching me at the gate, I would hear the Mom's or Dad's warn
their children in hushed tones, "Fr. Ricky is there. Now, don't forget to say, 'Good morning, Fr. Ricky'!" By then, I would be laughing
because the parents end up greeting me before their children did.
There are so many memories that I hold in my heart and many more lessons that I learned in my 4 years as Pastor. I will miss the
affection that I received from parishioners and the kind words of encouragement. I will also miss the Filipino food that I was supplied
with from my dearest friends. I will miss the loyalty and undying support of our Parish and School Staff.
Lastly, I say "Thank You" to you for "putting up with me" these last 4 years! Forgive me for my shortcomings and know that I leave
with no rancor in my heart towards anyone but only fond and grateful memories!
This Fr. Ricky V. Ordonez, the Lord's faithful servant, signing off!

My new address will be:

c/o St. Philip the Apostle Parish
511 S. St. Philips St.
Payson, AZ, 85541-5144
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jGRACIAS Y D105 LOS BENDIGA!
No puedo creer que mi tiempo como en la Parroquia y Escuela de San Jose llegado a su fin. Aunque, estos ultimas meses han sido
los mas desafiantes de todo el tiempo que he estado aqui, ime voy con un CORAZON AGRADECIDO y lleno de maravillosos
recuerdos!
Recuerdo .... jMi primera misa de Vig ilia del domingo! Era una tarde lluviosa y entre a la iglesia para encontrar que el sistema de
sonido estaba descompuesto. Tuve que usar los parlantes portatiles e intente con todas mis fuerzas proyectar mi voz para
poder hacerme escuchar. Como si eso no fuera suficiente. Al final de la misa, invite a cenar al seminarista visitante solo para
descubrir que estabarnos "atrapados" porque la puerta electr6nica nofuncionaba. Terminamos caminando al restaurante de al lado BJ
y quedamos atrapados en un aguacero torrencial. Estabamos empapados hasta la piel, BJ's estaba abarrotado y terminamos
comiendo hot dogs en Five Guys! Afortunadamente, no hemos tenido muchos problemas con nuestro sistema de sonido desde
entonces.
Recuerdo ... jLa apertura de la escuela! Nuevo pastor, nuevo supervisor de mantenimiento, nuevo director. Al llegar el 1 de julio de
2014, teniamos un mes para preparar la escuela: limpieza, mantenimiento de los coolers de agua, arreglar todo, etc. Despues de
saludar a los nines, camine hacia el campo de futbol y me horrorice al descubrir que habia aproximadamente medio pie de hierba sin
cortar. Que pena, todo el personal de mantenimiento estaba ocupado. Entonces, saque la cortadora de cesped, pregunte c6mo
funcionaba y, con mi atuendo clerical negro bajo 100 grados de temperatura, corte la hierba yo mismo. iMe divirti6 que los padres
saltaran de sus autos tomando fotos a traves de la cerca de la escuela! iTuve que hacerlo unas cuantas veces mas hasta que
finalmente "me retire" de ese trabajo!
Recuerdo ... jEI calor! Viniendo de un pals donde no existen "coolers de agua", no sabla que no funcionan cuando hay mucha
humedad. Al visitar las aulas en diferentes momentos del dla, me di cuenta de que el calor era abrumador. Para remediar la
situaci6n, fui a TODOS los puntos de venta de Home Depot y Lowe's y compre las unidades portatiies que pude conseguir. El calor
aun era opresivo. Fue durante este tiempo que decidi poner el aire acondicionado en la escuela. Ahora, nuestros nines y maestros
disfrutan de aulas frescas y c6modas.
Recuerdo ... [Las Ventanas Color Morado de la Iglesia! Habia muchas veces que abria la iglesia un sabado por la tarde para
confesiones y encontraba cristales rotos en el suelo. Mi temor era que pudieramos haber sido asaltados, solo para descubrir que
cuando las aves golpean los vidrios fraqiles de las ventanas, [simplemente se quiebran! Los tapaba con lo que podia encontrar:
larninas de plastico, carton, papel de aluminio, etc. iAbsolutamente horrible! Fue entonces cuando procedi a ahorrar dinero para
cambiarlo. La bendici6n vino a traves de una parroquia "MADRINA". Con un trazo de su firma, las ventanas fueron pagadas y
nuestros ahorros fueron a ... El pr6ximo proyecto!
Recuerdo ... jEI "viejo" Healy Hall! Construido en 1953, era la iglesia original y, por lo que me informe, fue renovado en el ario 2000.
Lo primero que hice fue suscribirme a Architectural Digest y las re vistas Phoenix Home y Garden para obtener algunas ideas ... y
ponerme a trabajar. El dinero que tenfamos, solo alcanzaba para un piso nuevo y una capa de pintura. Sin embargo, cuando el
trabajo progres6, iaparecieron otros "PADRINOS Y MADRINAS"! Por lo tanto, obtuvimos nuestro sistema de aire acondicionado,
nuevos equipos audiovisuales y nuevas persianas. lncluso tuvimos las "puertas rojas", que a algunas personas no les gustaron, hasta
que descubrimos la "Teologia de la Puerta Roja" como un signo de santuario. iNo hemos escuchado ninguna queja desde entonces!
Recuerdo ... [La Procesi6n de Guadalupe! Como Director de Vocaciones y miembro del Consejo Presbiterial, siempre defendi una
Procesi6n de Guadalupe para la di6cesis. Desafortunadamente, no obtuve el apoyo. Finalmente, cuando me converti en pastor,
busque a Emilio y Maria Moya y, junto con Chuy Cornides y Ramses Enriquez, escucharon mi "suerio". A partir de
entonces, Martin Gonzalez y el Dr. Chris Arslanian, fieles feligreses de la Catedral, amaron la idea y se unieron a nosotros. Por lo
tanto, naci6 la primera procesi6n de la Virgen de Guadalupe en San Jose. iY como dicen, el resto es historia!
Recuerdo ... [Santuario de Oraci6n de Nuestra Senora! Tener una capilla en el Centro Parroquial fue maravilloso; sin embargo,
siempre recordaba estar en la "sala de espera de Urgent Care". Se convirti6 en mi suerio renovarlo. Durante una peregrinaci6n a San
Juan de los Lagos en Mexico, me encontre con una galeria que tenia una representaci6n muy inusual pero muy conmovedora de la
Santisima Trinidad. Me llev6 15 segundos decidir comprarlo. Ahora se cuelga con orgullo en un ambiente mas lleno de oraci6n.
Recuerdo ... jMi Primera Clase de Etiqueta al Comer! Al crecer con una abuela muy educada, aprendi a comer con buenos
modales a una edad temprana. Aunque en secreto prefiero comer como un "salvaje"; al menos, tenia ese conocimiento por si lo
necesitaba. Entonces, quise enseriarles a nuestros alumnos lo que habia aprendido cuando yo tenia su edad. Afortunadamente, un
padre de la escuela me proporcion6 la mayor parte de la porcelana, los cubiertos y la cristaleria para comenzar. Fue una experiencia
maravillosa, ya que les enserie a prepararse y a sentirse c6modos con la buena etiqueta de la cena. Una de las madres, despues de
presenciar nuestra "clase", pregunt6: "Padre Ricky, lPOdemos invitarlo a cenar a nuestra casa para que pueda ensefiarle a mi
esposo a comer bien?"
Recuerdo ... "BUENOS DiAS , PADRE RICKY! "Durante algunos arios, me quedaba en la entrada de la escuela la mayoria de las
mananas y les enseriaba a los nirios a saludarme con un" Buenos dlas, padre. [Rickyl "iLO que fue divertido fue que fueron sus
padres quienes los hicieron que sesintieran presionados! A veces, cuando se acercaban a la puerta, ola que mama o papa advertian
a sus hijos en voz baja: "El padre Ricky esta alli. Ahora, no te olvides de decir, 'Buenos dias, p. Ricky '! "Para entonces, me reia
porque los padres terminan saludandorne antes que sus hijos.
Hay tantos recuerdos que guardo en mi coraz6n y muchas mas lecciones que aprendi en mis 4 arios como parroco. Extrariare el
afecto que recibi de los feligreses y las amables palabras de aliento. Tarnbien extrariare la comida filipina que me proporcionaron mis
amigos mas queridos. Extrariare la lealtad y el apoyo imperecedero de nuestro personal parroquial y escolar.
iPor ultimo, les doy las "Gracias" por "aguantarme" estos ultimas 4 afiosl Perd6nenme mis deficiencias y sepa que me voy sin
rencor en mi coraz6n, iS0lo con recuerdos carinosos y agradecidos!
P. Ricky V. Ordonez, el sirviente fiel del Senor, [firmadol
Mi nueva direcci6n:
clo St. Philip the Apostle Parish
511 S. St. Philips St.
Payson, AZ, 85541-5144
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The Knights of Columbus held its Organizational
Meeting of State Deputies last week in New Haven,
Conn. State deputies came from the United States,
Canada, Poland, Mexico, Philippines and the
Dominican Republic.
In his opening remarks,
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson spoke about the
importance of the Knights' charitable work and
emphasized the importance of councils working
closely with their pastors and parishes.
It has been an honor and privilege working with Fr.
Ricky here at St. Joseph Parish. The Knights look
forward to welcoming and supporting our new
pastor, Fr. Robert.
However we can help, our
collective efforts are offered. We are fortunate and
blessed to have Father Robert sent to minister our
sacramental needs and will do everything we can to
help him help our parish for God's glory.
If you are a Catholic man interested in becoming a
Knight, please contact our council at 520-303-4791
or by email at Kofc8813@yahoo.com

FIRST COMMUNION PICTURES
If you ordered First Communion pictures from
Lifetouch, they are available in the Parish Office.
The First Communion pictures are from May 6,
2018.
The Parish Office hours are MondayThursday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Friday 8:00
a.m. to 1 :00 p.m.

FRIENDS TOGETHER
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP FOR
WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS
Sponsored By:
St. Francis de Sales Church
Topic:
Redefinition - What's That??
Date/Time:
June 27, 2018
10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Place:
1375 S. Camino Seco
Facilitator:
Linda Bowden
Learn more about Friends Together on their new
website: friendstogethertucson.com.

Pre-K to 6th Grades:
As we move forward to summer vacation, we ask
that parents continue to talk to their child about the
Gospel and Homily every Sunday. Another topic of
conversation with your child is to take one of the
commandments and go over it with them.
For Example: "I am the LORD your God: You shall
not have strange gods before me. - put God first,
worship only HIM.
Talk with them on how we should not worship
Money and Fame. That it is not about the
ALMIGHTY ME, but it is about our relationship with
Jesus Christ.
We are in need of teachers and volunteers. If you
would like to share your faith and love for Our Lord
Jesus Christ, Please contact the Parish Center with
your name and phone number.
Important Dates:
August 5th: Religious Education Registration after
the 7:00, 9:15, 11 :00, and 1 :15 Masses in the
Activity Room in the Parish Center.
August 12th: Religious Education Registration after
the 7:00, 9:15, 11 :00, and 1 :15 Masses in the
Activity Room in the Parish Center.
Life Teen/ Confirmation:
Life Teen exists to lead teens closer to Christ. If you
feel called to work with youth please consider joining
the Life Teen Core Ministry Team. Leave your
name and phone number at the parish office and
someone from our team will contact you.
Volunteers are needed in many areas including
small group discussion leaders, musicians and
singers, service project coordinators, environment
creators, game activity coordinators and much more.
Please visit our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/StJConfirmation/

https://

Important Dates:
August 5th: Life Teen I Confirmation Registration
after the 7:00, 9:15, 11:00, and 1:15 Masses in the
Activity Room in the Parish Center.
August 12th: Life Teen I Confirmation Registration
after the 7:00, 9:15, 11 :00, and 1 :15 Masses in the
Activity Room in the Parish Center.

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Saint Joseph Catholic School is now
accepting enrollment for the 20182019 school year for grades Pre-K-8.
Come see the tradition of Saint
Joseph and find out more information
on how you can enroll your children at
our school. If you know someone with
children of school age, please invite
them to come see what Saint Joseph has to offer.
{Tuition assistance is available.) For questions or for
more information on enrolling your children, feel free
to contact the School Office at (520)747-3060.

11

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CORNER
This week we are in need of:
Cold Cereal
Jelly
Misc. can goods.
Dry Beans
Thank you to all our
continued support to SVdP.

Parishioners

DIOCESE OF TUCSON CATHOLIC BIBLE
INSTITUTE 2018-2021
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! The Catholic
Bible Institute of Southern Arizona (CBISA) ) is a
three-year program that involves a comprehensive
study of the Sacred Scriptures, with particular focus
on methods of biblical study, sharing and praying
with scripture, and application of skills in Bible-study
leadership. ENROLLMENT OPTION: Certification Satisfactory completion of all requirements for all six
semesters: Year I, Year II, & Year Ill Enrichment:
Participation in Year I and/or Year II, without earning
a certification. Sessions: One Saturday each
month, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Location: Our Mother
of Sorrows Parish, 1800 S. Kolb Rd, Tucson, AZ
85710 · Tuition: $300.00 per year REGISTRATION
AND INFORMATION: Please contact Isabel Madrid
at imadrid@diocesetucson.org or 520 838-2544.

"A PASSION FOR THE EUCHARIST."
for

your

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
It's midsummer day! We have the advantage
of celebrating one of the great hidden treasures of
our liturgical calendar on a Sunday this year. There
are only three "nativity" feasts on our calendar: for
the Lord, the Blessed Mother (September 8), and
today's birth of the Baptist. Today's date is anchored
by the Annunciation (March 25), when Mary learns
not only of her own child's advent, but of Elizabeth's
child. We are exactly half a year away from Christmas Eve. There are strong traditions around this
feast. Just as the winter solstice provides a rich vocabulary for Christmas, so does the abundance of
light at midsummer inform this celebration. Just as at
Christmas, a religious festival spills over into culture.
As summer light reaches its peak, the sun-drenched
zones of northern Europe see people staying up all
night, lighting "St. John's fires" in the long summer
twilight. Bonfires seem to be the unifying force in all
these celebrations, kindled along the shores of the
St. Lawrence in Quebec and Montreal, with harbor
illuminations in France. You may be most interested
in the custom in San Juan, Puerto Rico, the Baptist's
own city. People there will leap into the sea between
midnight and dawn to honor John. Why not find your
way to a pool, a lake, or a sandy beach today and
plunge in to recall your baptism? It's a tradition!
-Rev. James Field, Copyright© J. S. Paluch Co.

Jesus shows His love by giving us His very body
and blood, and sending Eucharistic miracles to
strengthen our faith. Respond in love with praise,
worship, and Eucharistic Adoration. Come to "Alive
in Christ" at 6:30 PM, July 12, at the Sacred Heart
church, 601 E. Fort Lowell, Tucson (just W of
r" Ave).
Call Gloria (520-237-7060) or
see www.tucsonccr.org for details. Hosted by the
Diocese of Tucson Renewal Ministry."

GIVE THANKS WHEN YOU SHOP ...
Be sure to thank the generous advertisers in our
bulletin! Through their participation, St. Joseph
receives our Sunday bulletin. To advertise, contact
Claudia Borders, Sales Consultant, 298-1265 or
Claudia@claudiaborders.com.

HAVE YOU MOVED?????

Do you have a new address, phone number or
family changes? Updating this information helps us
serve the parish more effectively and saves on the
cost of returned postage. Please call the Parish
Office at 747-3100 to update your information.

To submit a bulletin announcement send it via
e-mail to:
Parish@stjosephtucson.org. or drop it by the
Parish Office.
6

