March 14, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Lent
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
WELCOME
PRELUDE: My Faith Looks Up to Thee (Lloyd Larson)
MEDITATION
Restore in Us, O God
Carl P. Daw Jr.
Restore in us, O God,
the splendor of your love;
renew your image in our hearts,
and all our sins remove.
O Spirit, wake in us
the wonder of your power;
from fruitless fear unfurl our lives
like springtime bud and flower.
Bring us, O Christ, to share
the fullness of your joy;
baptize us in the risen life
that death cannot destroy.
Three-personed God, fulfill
the promise of your grace,
that we, when all our searching ends,
may see you face to face.

GATHERING SONG: Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life (ELW 719)

GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY – Holly Batstone
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this
fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into
your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: There Is a Name I Love to Hear (TFF 250)

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
GOSPEL: Luke 16:19-31
"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell
from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The
rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his
side. He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus
to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in
these flames.' But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your lifetime
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but

now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between
you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to
pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.'
He said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house— for I
have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come
into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the
prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, 'No, father Abraham; but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to him, 'If
they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.'”
Word of God.
Word of life.

RESPONSE: Restore in Us, O God (Carl P. Daw Jr./Hal H. Hopson)
Rachel Jackman, Soloist
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Build a Longer Table (ACS 1062)

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Todd and Julie Mass
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,
and all in need.
You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the
witness of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible
translators, and ministries of service in your name. Bless our partners in
ministry: Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Relief, Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Services, Lutheran Community Services, and the
Lutheran Counseling Network, our ELCA global partner churches, and
Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring
growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the
growing season. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead
in times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid
victims of famine and drought. Bring peace in places where scares
resources cause violence. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those
who are hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems
triumphant; give healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who
mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with
that grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who
are hungry, especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and
shelter, Hopelink, Compass Housing, Bread for the World, and World
Vision. Give us patience and courage when the way seems long.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We
praise you for all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into
the fullness of your promises. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the
source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence for self-reflection.
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is
heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend
what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in
the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the
world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the
saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩
forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING: We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479)

OFFERING PRAYER
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our
hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may
pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers
and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. You led your
people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our
desert, pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your
salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for
this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by
the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER – Pat Daane
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body
for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our
lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you
☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving
Trinity.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Allegro (Anonymous)
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