September 15, 2024           The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                     Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music                 The Choir
Call to Worship                                             Deacon Joyce Marble
L: Come away from dullness and complacency. Wake up! God is calling us to listen and learn.
P: The heavens are telling the glory of God. The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 
L: How long will we refuse the wisdom God offers? How long will we ignore God’s counsel and reproof?
P: The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of God are sure, making wise the simple. 
L: Our waywardness separates us from God. Then, when we call on God, we hear no answer.
P: We gather to renew our relationship with God. We seek enlightenment and the revival of our souls.
* Hymn                   “Wonderful Words of Life”                   H No. 255
Lighting the Chalice 
Unitarian Universalist Principle                       Deacon Joyce Marble
L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting Unitarian thinker W. E. Channing        Pastor Steve Finlan 

“What is it to be a father? It is to communicate one’s own nature, to give life to kindred beings; and the highest function of a father is to educate the mind of the child, and to impart to it what is noblest and happiest in his own mind. . . He frames spirits like himself, and delights to give them what is most glorious and blessed in his own nature.” Works, p. 296
Congregationalist Horace Bushnell              Deacon Joyce Marble 
“No one of the great writers of antiquity had even propounded, as yet, a doctrine of virtue which the multitude could understand. . . But Jesus tells them directly, in a manner level to their understanding, what they want, what they must do and be, to inherit eternal life, and their inmost convictions answer to his words.  The Character of Jesus, 54
Time of Reconciliation - Choir
Invitation             “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                  H No. 414
Scripture                               Ps 19:1–10                              H No. 600
 (Choir sings  cxchoral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: God of all worlds, we confess our arrogance in turning away from the knowledge you offer and the relationship with us that you desire. We scoff at discipline and boundaries as if they did not apply to us. Our tongues reveal our ignorance before the vastness of your truth. Our waywardness is destroying us. Our complacency before evil, within us and all around, threatens life itself. O God, we cry out for forgiveness.  Amen.  
Assurance            “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”               H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests              “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know 
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                 Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  
Scripture                           James 3:1, 4–10        Deacon Joyce Marble 
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. . . 4Look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. . . 

6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature. . . 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so.
Scripture                         Mark 8:27–32                 Pastor Steve Finlan
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly.
Sermon                    “Who Do You Say?”           Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn           “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”           H No. 155
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                      Joyce Marble, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                                    Choir
*Doxology    





          H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

* Hymn                “Nearer, My God, to Thee”                     H No. 471
* Benediction
                                                     Church President
L: Let your words this week proclaim God’s love. May your hearts’ meditations be acceptable to God.
P: We seek to let God guide our tongues. We want to speak without arrogance or false pride.
L: Listen for the wisdom God wants you to know. Seek God’s counsel and reproof each day. 

P: We will look for God in the midst of creation. We will seek God’s face in the people around us.
L: The heavens are telling the glory of God. God’s hand is outstretched to touch and heal you.
P: How good it is to sense God’s guidance! How exciting it is to follow where Christ leads! 
L: Amen.    
P: Amen 

* Cong. Resp.       “Prayer for Peace”       Supplement insert, ver. 3
* Postlude                                            Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to 

sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”

________________________________________________________________________

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                                    Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Israel, Gaza, and Ukraine.

	Pray for all those who are suffering with mental health issues.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Ruth Beauchamp

Steve Beauchamp
	Member of First Church

Friend of First Church
	Recovering from ankle surgery and throat surgery

	Arthur Britton
	Karen’s relative
	Cancer

	Bunker & Cabral Families
	April Bunker Cabral

Daughter of Anne & Charlie Bunker
	Comfort on the passing of April

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Ellei
	Joyce Marble’s daughter
	

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Peter Lentros & daughter Kim
	Friends of Joyce Marble
	Peter in rehab after stroke

	Bob Leonard
	Marion’s husband
	Circulatory issues

	Rodney Lewis & family
	Relative of Norma Anderson
	Terminal cancer

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Recovering from surgery

	Allan MacLean
	Alta’s brother
	Recovering from surgery Cancer

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	Ron Metcalf
	First Church member
	Recovering from shoulder surgery

	Nikki & Brendan
	Friends of Joyce Marble
	Arrival of new baby

	Heather P.
	Nancy Morrison’s daughter
	Health issues/Recovering from surgery

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Alta Pratt
	First Church Member
	Back issues

	Lynn Pucillo
	First Church Friend
	Breast cancer

	Mike Pucillo
	Buddy’s Uncle
	Dementia

	Ryan
	A listener to our broadcasts
	Needs help being a leader at home

	Sofia
	Friend of Isabel Gutierrez
	Personal issues, needs comfort


Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason: _________________________________________________________________

               THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH__________
Today   

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
 Deacon of the Month: Joyce Marble


   Ushers: 
10:00 A.M.
Sunday School with Nancy Morrison ?????
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 


  
  Hostesses: Fran Deibel & Marion Leonard
11:30 A.M.
Planning Meeting f/ Church 375th Birthday

Mon., Sept. 16


Office closed 

  6:30 P.M.
KA Club Meeting
Tues., Sept. 17 
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
Wed., Sept. 18

 
Office closed





  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Sept. 19
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve




  Reading from The Upper Room & the Bible

Fri., Sept. 20
10:00 A.M.
Office open
                              LOOKING AHEAD__________________ 

Sun., Sept. 22 
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
  Deacon of the Month: Joyce Marble
  Ushers: Jane Hatch and ???????? 


10:00 A.M.
Sunday School with Nancy Morrison

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


  Hostesses: Anna Mae Child & Carol Vecchi
11:30 A.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

Mon., Sept. 23


Office closed 
Tues., Sept. 24
10:00 A.M. 
Office open



  4:00 P.M.
Farm Market on the Church Green (Last)
Wed., Sept. 25


Office closed
  
  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Sept. 26
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve




  Reading from The Upper Room and Bible 


11:00 A.M.
Deacons Meeting

Fri., Sept. 27
10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food items for September are Condiments.
The First Church will be celebrating its 375th Birthday in 2026! A planning meeting is scheduled for today at 11:30 a.m. Please plan to attend this meeting and bring some ideas for this special celebration.
Thank you to those who volunteered to be Coffee Hour Hostesses during July and August. It’s always nice to have a cup of coffee and fellowship after church
Church Council Meeting ????????

Ushers
                                Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Israel, Gaza, and Ukraine.

	Pray for all those who are suffering with mental health issues.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Ruth Beauchamp

Steve Beauchamp
	Member of First Church

Friend of First Church
	Recovering from ankle surgery and throat surgery

	Arthur Britton
	Karen’s relative
	Cancer

	Bunker & Cabral Families
	April Bunker Cabral

Daughter of Anne & Charlie Bunker
	Comfort on the passing of April

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Ellei
	Joyce Marble’s daughter
	

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Peter Lentros & daughter Kim
	Friends of Joyce Marble
	Peter in rehab after stroke

	Bob Leonard
	Marion’s husband
	Circulatory issues

	Rodney Lewis & family
	Relative of Norma Anderson
	Terminal cancer

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Recovering from surgery

	Allan MacLean
	Alta’s brother
	Recovering from surgery Cancer

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	Ron Metcalf
	First Church member
	Recovering from shoulder surgery

	Nikki & Brendan
	Friends of Joyce Marble
	Arrival of new baby

	Heather P.
	Nancy Morrison’s daughter
	Health issues/upcoming surgery

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Alta Pratt
	First Church Member
	Back issues

	Lynn Pucillo
	First Church Friend
	Breast cancer

	Mike Pucillo
	Buddy’s Uncle
	Dementia

	Ryan
	A listener to our broadcasts
	Needs help being a leader at home

	Sofia
	Friend of Isabel Gutierrez
	Personal issues, needs comfort


Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason:__________________________________________________________________

               THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH__________
Today   

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
  Deacon of the Month: Joyce Marble
  Ushers: 
10:00 A.M.
Sunday School with Nancy Morrison ?????
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 


  
  Hostesses: Fran Deibel & Marion Leonard

11:30 A.M.
Planning Meeting f/ Church 375th Birthday

Mon., Sept. 16


Office closed 

  6:30 P.M.
KA Club Meeting
Tues., Sept. 17 
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
Wed., Sept. 18

 
Office closed





  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Sept. 19
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve




  Reading from The Upper Room & the Bible

Fri., Sept. 20
10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
                         LOOKING AHEAD____________________ 

Sun., Sept. 15
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
  Deacon of the Month: Joyce Marble
  Ushers: Jane Hatch and ???????? 



10:00 A.M.
Sunday School with Nancy Morrison

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour



  Hostesses: Anna Mae Child & Carol Vecchi

11:30 A.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

Mon., Sept. 23


Office closed 
Tues., Sept. 24
10:00 A.M. 
Office open



  4:00 P.M.
Farm Market on the Church Green (Last)
Wed., Sept. 25


Office closed
  

  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Sept. 26
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve




  Reading from The Upper Room and Bible 



11:00 A.M.
Deacons Meeting

Fri., Sept. 27
10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food items for September are Condiments. 

The First Church will be celebrating its 375th Birthday in 2026! A planning meeting is scheduled for today at 11:30 a.m. Please plan to attend this meeting and bring some ideas for this special celebration.

Thank you to those who volunteered to be Coffee Hour Hostesses during July and August. It’s always nice to have a cup of coffee and fellowship after church
