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CONSTITUTION

The name of the Society shall Le the Leyland Historical
Sociﬁty .

The ohject of the Scciety shsl1l be to :sromote an interaest
in History generally, and =i “he Leyland aren in particular.

The Officers of the 3Society shell be a Fresident, Chairman,
Vice-Chairman, 3ecretary and Treasurer, All except the
Presiden to be elected annu=ally.

The S-mrittee shall coisist of the above oificers and twelve
elected members wno will =:rve for two years - six of wiiom
will retire each year, but way offer themselves for re-
election., Any Committee meriver who is absent from three
consecutive Cormittee meetings without reasonable cause
shall be deemed to have resigned.

The Committee shall have the power to fill casual vacancies
which may arise during the yezr, but any members soc appointed
must offer themselves for re-:slection at the next Annual
General Meeting.

The Committee shall meet at least three times a year.

Sub-Committees may be formed for particular purposes. The
President, Chairman and 5ecretary shall be 'ex-officip!
members 0% such Sub-Committees,

The Annual General Meeting and electlions of officers and
Committee Members shall be held no later than the 15th
day of July in each year.

An Extraordinary General lMeeting shall be held on the
written request of five nembers of the Society, subject
to at least three weeks' notice.

Any change in the Constitution must be approved at an
Annual or Extraordinary General lieeting. At least two
weeks' notice, in writing, must be given or proposed
changes,
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The rate of annusl subseriztions will %z dctermined at
the Annuaal General Meeting Zor ths snsaing year. Pro-
posils fo r changes in subserintions must s  cireulatad
to menbers at lezst two weck s before the 4nnusl Cerneral
Meeting. 3ubscriptions cacame dus at the iate of the
annual Gea=ral “izgeting. 4Any meuber who nas not said by
the 31st December will De deemed to have 1apse d membera

ship.

The Comuittee may “ron tims to time nropose “le election
of Honorary Life lembers of the Soeciety for annroval at
& General Meeting. Such members vwill bs entitled to
participate fally in the activities of the suciety but
will n0b be lisble to paywent of fAnnual Subseriptions,



News & Cginwentary

This issue of the Lailand Chronicle coincides viith the
coming of Spring and Summer, ~nd inevitably, the thoughts of
nany people will be centred oa tue zoning holiday period.
Hcpefully, we will be blessed with cood weather, but however
it may turn out, people will 3tiil .alze the anmnal holiday
‘trek', either to the coast or counbry of tnls land, or further
afield overseas., As you will road in this 1ssue, Mr. Ray
Williams tells us of an interesting nhistorical discovery whilst
holidaying, a discovery that has very local connections.
vinilst it 15 unlikely tnat other members will come &across
historical facts so relavent to Leyland, nevertheless, there
must be items of historical interest which could be used as
contributions to this magazine. Flease, just Jot down anything
of interest whilst on holiday so thatl an article, no matter how
brief, can be dsveloped upon returning home. Do not worry
about the correct way to express yourself; this is one of the
editing jobs wiich will be carried. oul vhen the articles are
submitted, ROSMEMBER - no articles - no ragazine!l

Readers of our November issue will remember the extensive
commentary on ‘he subject of the worden and Somerleyton mazes
and their similarity in design.

We have recently received a letter from Mr. Frank Howe
(one of our vice presidents) which undoubtedly throws some
1ight on the subject and we Aare hopinz that more enquiry through
the Lancashire County Records office may establish that the
Crossleys knew Worden and the ffarinztons before they moved to
Somerlevton and became titled pecple. '

Mr. Howe's letter (copied below) is most interesting and
may provide the first 1link in this sidelight on local history.

The Editor, 26th February, 1980
Lailand Chroniecle.

Dear S5ir,

I have just re-read your preamble News & Commentary
at the beginning of the last LAILAND CHRONICLE, There
are two matters about which I would like to comment,



211 my working 1ife T used Orénaice Jioits to date
preperty = with & imowledegs of bye-law regivemenss for
street wildths ziring separats dimensiong Ior carriage-
ways, footpaths and overall =,7, Broad Sireet, Leyland
is ten years older than its nei hbours acuorling to the
original survay.

About ¢.1870 Parliament discusse} .rd Tixed Imperial
scales for the ordnance survey, By this .easure Lhey put
off metric for one hundred years! The ::ales tney fixed
dere two 1/507 or 41,94 ft,, to an Iach for all town areas,
somprised then of the LINDON boroughs and »11 county and
municipal boroughs and for the rest 1/29522. Tils was
mainly countryside but included all Urhan and Rural
Districts., Later the Counuty Coua2il and Counbty Borough
aréas were added but as they adcpia2d similser boundaries
they brought 1ittle change to the ordnance sheets. Tarly
editions were perticularly interesting - all Tand covered
by water was coloured blue and the margirs oten conteined
ti.z names of the original R.E. officer surveyors,

The other matter I would like to refer %o is the
possible reason why the Leyland and Sonerleyton mazes
co1ld be of similar pattern, Nost members remember me as
SURVEYOR to our local council then IRYLAND U.D.C, Few
znow that I spent the latter part of my childhood at
Sonerleyton and later when my own famlly was growing up we
frequently spent our holidays on Lhe unigue sands at
nearby LOWESTOFT which in my day was only = "charabanc"
run away. Also in my time I remember Lord Somerleyton
away as a Lord-in-waiting to the king and Lady Somerleyton
coming to the School on frafalgar Day, Finally I would
mention the windows in the parish church. I leecl sure
that there you can find as was well known that before
taking their titles the 30MERIEYTONS were tne CROSSILEYS
of Lancashire & Yorkshire Carpet fame. The ffaringtons
moved from the 01d Worden to the new &bout 1710 constructing
worden Lane (called for many years New Road) and its stone
wall and ledges to take the place of the MAIN DRIVE, which
route the public rreviously followed.

They probably built the waze later as it was and still
is to the west of the main layout nearby the subsequent
grass lawn tennis courts and the even later arboretum with
nearly 100 varieties of trees provided by the council.
Uafortunately, as socn as they were open to the public
both maze and arboretum were destroyed. The arboretum
totally and the maze by leaving 2 path open from the central
mound to the entrance. :
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Both Leyland and 3omerleyton wazes had central
mounds and Leylands surmounted by a single horahean
tree as were the hedges hornbeam. 3Somerleytons had
an elaborabte half timber summerhcuse on the central
mound and Yew ledges.

I vould 1like to now from Mr. F'sher if these
pentral mounde are comrmoa t3 all mezae or just thess
two. I would cuess bhey had 2 similar patiorn as
they werc probabiy ocuilt about *he seme d=te. ‘%hat

more 11xel“ than :*33:9 hail ting E; Jum‘r;a"fvﬂc
¥n ane £y Orssslays ohechked th 1lsC=31 design 1n

4

Finally I orn 55111 »erember the stell oF
Somerleyton Eail Farm 137 d with its lzurel hedges
and fir and rhodedendron »lantations ovaer which we
passed in the early morning to Jet wmillk from

somerleyton's Jersey herd.

F.l. Howe, C.0ng. F.I.Mun.B.

Tica=President,

Our membership now stands &t 121, Long may it continue

to grow.

Please note tiie secretsry's new address

The Editors
R. Yocdward

E, Mason



william Farington
15937 = 1610

The Tamily and myself went ou >ur usual annu2l holldays
the Tirst two weeks in August 1970, T

Tha firsht was zpent on
the Isle of Wight and the last five doys we came back Lo the
mainlanid to stay in West Chiltincton, West 3ussoe, The
weather was very good and of course vwe visited ‘frundel Casile
and many houzes and churches of ilntersst in tne locality.

On the last Thursday before v canz home on Lhe Friday,
I was determined to visit Parham House, tha home of Mr, and
Mrs., P.A. Tritton, as the housz was only twenbty minutes drive
fron where we were staying. Iy son and my wife's mother
decided they had seen enough of houses :nd went into the
gardens. My wife and I waited unlil tue house was opened at
2.9 p.m. and we started our teur. After golag through all
the various rooms wa finished up in the long zaliery at the
end of the guided tour, where we could browse at leisure at
the pictures and objects in the gallery.

we were jnst leaving when ny eye caught sight Of an oil
painting and after looking at the portrait I was astonished
to read at the bottom of the painting the name of the gentle-
man "XVI Century Portrait of William Farington of Worden,
Lancashire'.

The face of William was slim and he had a white mustache
and small goaty beard and very thin, short-trimmed hair on top.
He was wearing a waite neck ruff and a black doublet Jacket;
around his neck was a three linked gold chain of 497 links,
presumavly his father's, In his right hand he held a silver
topped walking stick and a ring on his little finger. In his
jeft hand he held a velvet glove and a ring on his forefinger,
The portrait, which measured 27" z 25 was painted in the
16th Century, when he was 55 years old by the English school.
The coat of arms was painted in the top right corner, We
asked one of the guides if sne could tell us tiie connection
between the portrait and the family of tie house, but she
could not throw any light on the subject. We signed the
visitors book and mentioned that we boil belonged to the
Society and that Worden Hall was czuite close to where ve lived.

After arriving home, I immediately wrote to the secretary
at Parhan House and received a very nice letter,
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It seens that Mrs, P,A, Tritton's mother, the Hon, Mrs, Clive
Pearson, in 1245 at 2 Sotheby sale of Ercperty of the late
8ir Buclston Browne, purchased the portrait because sne liked
the coat-of-arms as hersldry w=xs cae of Lier greal interests,
Howev=r, I was very fortunate in oblaining a black zand wanlte
Eotcgraph of Willian Farington ~casuring approximately
e by

William Faringtcn was stewir? to Henry stanley, “th Earl
»f Derhy.

I tried to find out how 3ir Anthony Srowne l.ad come by
the picture and discovered in y-pers thabd at the age of 58
Williar Farinegton purchased tiie moiaty of Jlnes Walton from
3ir ‘nihony Browne, I assume, therefore, that tanls person
nurchazed the nortrait from thes Farington faidly, or was given
the portrait at some time during the past,

.
[N

1lian Farington dled c¢n the 3rd July 1610 and in his

will he directed that he siiould be buried "within the chappsll
racted in the south syde o the Parish Church of Leyland",

William Farington was a great man in his time and it gave

nyself and Tarily a fitting end Lu our summer holidays for 1979.

R,0, Williams



Archueplogy and Local History

Several members of the Society have attended a recent
series of lectures on tie above subject given by Mr. J. Hallam
¥.A, Tiese sre still prcceading and have included practical
exercises by the class memters into varlous aspects of local
intersst,

The course has demonstratsd two tiings, first that there
i+ a substantial inserest in the szubjeet both by members of .
the Soclety and hy local non-members, and secondly, that there
ig 4 esrions misconception about the meaning and methods of
archeeology as applied to locel history. It was clear that
several potential class members were deterred by the idea that
archaeology consisted only of wepd manmal labour under uncom=-
fortable conditions in disinterring leng forgotten Bronze or
S>tone Age relics.

Such activities have their proper place in archaeologlcal
activities, but the theme of the course has been to demonstrate
the substantial amount of information which can be obtained by
perusal of the maps and documents available to us in local
libraries and County record offices and to relat it to such
buildings as can still be seen in the locality or whose past
existence can be inferred and perhaps confirmed by observation
during disturbance of the site for modern developments or by
relatively simple excavation techniques.

My own basic, perhaps over-simplified view is that higtory
is about people and archaeology is about things. We are left
in no doubt that the jcint study of these two subjects 1s not
only compatible, but is essential.

Leyland Historical Society exists for the study of our own
distriet and consideration shows that in our area we have
examples of many types of man-made constructions, including
prehistoric sites, ancient roads and rellgious and secular
buildings from the earliest periods, through Roman, mediaeval,
Tudor and Vietorian times, including the many examples of
industrial archaeology brought about by local developments,

With the rapid changes being made in the area it is

important to investigate many of the evidences of the past by
the techniques of observation, recording and conservation,
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It nas been suggeshbed tuat If there 1s sufficient intersst
in the matters outlined ahove, «: inform=l group of the 3ociety
eould he set up to rursie ther. Anyone 1: Ghe area with
anpropriste skills in tie subjiest ~oula e invited to jola the
sroup and the 3celety if not lrzzdy a vabor,

o -ents on the sugfestion would e elcomed Ly any

r
-
meinbaer of the comeittee,

G.,L. B2lton



AGRICTILTIRE _IN NORTH WoST S1GT "ND

Recently I had to ansawer
nistory »f agriculture in this
irai information.

£op inTopwation of the
+-3nd meh new histor-

1z zarilzsst recoris seen

surllsst rec. to be Mor 1295-1206 and 1304-12305,
{£Tg aear Glisheroe nade »at atcounts. Than the most
a1lpal wos the ox, the average price Helng cbout 9s.

sn ontile “hers guffered danaje Trom Volves,

s Frrliament wag passad where local magls-
‘es coald fix wazes and hours of workers, If their rules

Wrie 10 lowed thza both emnloyers and employaes wer'e pinished.
1oan | Sas deduectcd for uhsence; anysas who went on strike

Cwonth 1n priscvn and 2 fine of £8, IC agyore paid higher

15 tnon those fixed thea he faned ton days in prison and a

finz of £5. The worker faced 21 days ia nrison. The north of

La-land paid poorer wages than the south,

ssed which ruled that no cottage should

17 igé? an zct was
unl aeres of land with it.

eas it nad

Fov wagas: the year uas divided into 2: Luy - October, and
Iovarngr to May. From May to vctober tue wWage wisg Ad a day,

and Tor the-sther part of the y:ar d « day., This was without
2541 nnd drink. If by any chance food and drinkt vas supplied it

was counbed as jd a dsy.

T hervest bime the norssits who mowed the hay were ietter
off, They were psid 8d & day, the same wages as masons and
carrgtiters.

Tor holidays - 3aturdays and the sves of holy days the
lasourer had naif a day off,

ices were high, and in 1595, it would have taken two days

Pr
to buy one day' s food.

1
B vy 4

In 167) & report of conditions in Northern hugland was made
by Camdza who report=d that moss land was swampy and unhealthy,
vat turf from here was used for fuel, and the marl was used for
manure. He also decribsd the cattle as having "long horns" and
"{i_hi-monlded carcasses".

Later, in 166%, at Urmskirk, stirks were scld for £1.9s.4d
- £1.1%5.19d 2ach. OSheep were fed in the hoase with beans
cround round and bran (possidbly with some oats). They were
ziven plenty of water and hay and “they were kept warm and
becane axceedingly fat in fourteen days".



In 1683 there was ~ «-vere winter wihich kilied off many
sheep and cattle 3s well 73 human beings. 211 rivers and
ponds were "frozen hard”,

Usually in the 17th coatury when teking up & lsase, "the
landlord was to repsir buildings, the tenant carting the
waterials, The tenant was to discherge wl) taxes, serve all

cffices, and all ithe dniies charged on tie rarm. wages
gradually improved.

In 1761

t‘l 1 ‘Il

the mald servant £3 & yeé&r

0

al sarvant was paid £6.103 a yeasr.

labourers 104 4 Jear
Then 10 vears later in 1791:

the head servant was paid £9.9s.
the nmaid servant £4.10s.
labourers 1s.8c.

Conditions wera appalling, and indeed in 1785 John Holt
published a survey of the agriculture in Lanecacshire where he
remarked “some of the old built farm houses are ill constructed,
and are still thatched". In a plan of the house it shows a
parlour, dining-roon, stairease, milk-house, kitchen and pantry.
1is offices show stable, shippon, thrashing-bzy, shed, corn-bay,
calf-erib and cart-house.

Maony eottages were brick built and covered with slate. The
rent: £4.6s. p.2., Their floors were clay.

One can only admire the farm workers, and 1t comes as no
surprise when one reads that their children went into manufac-
turing life.

Hote: Althougl this book 1s really on the histery of the agricul-
ture of Lancashire, it includes information on roads of the area,
canals, fairs, imports, exports and manufacturing trades. It
also glves useful advice on pests and on how to make manure and
its best use. But for gardeners history of crops grown is
certalnly a surprise. For instance, John Holt grew liquorice and
recommended 'Pontefract! to his readers. Chicory was also grown,
and madder, for dying cotton.

Today conditions are certainly better than this. Imagine
going to prison for striking! Wymott Prison would certainly be
full. But the 1life even then must have been infinately more
satisfying than working in a mill all day and never seeing a
olade of grass from one year's end to another,
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What the Three Coats of Armg Tell

new Church of 3t, Hary, Leyland, ovar Lhe magsive
dividing the narthex from the church proper are

£l of Avrgz viz: Tvesham Abbey, Westuminshter Abbey and
Ginleforth Aley, Many veople, both non-Cathelic and Catholie,
Lave asked me what the nonnection Letween these three might be
and their conncction with St, beryr's, Leyland, The explanation
is rmore or less as follows:

In the 1i+th eentury Baron Bussel of Penwortham gave the
orizge of 5t, Andpew's Church at Leyland to the Abbot and
sus (Benedictine Monks of the English Congregation) of
“brey of Evesnam, under the Priory oI Penwortham, which

11l of that Abbey, This (iTi was confirmed by a Bull
55116 v Pope John XII te the Lishop ~f Coveniry and Lichfield,
211 remained so until tha Dissclution of the Abbey, ITacidentally
1t iz worthy of note tuat certain lands in the vicinity of the
Tardy Gate were grantad to one John Tardy by Evesham
Dom Wilfred, 0.3.B., of St, Gerards, Lostock Hall has a
of a declaration to that effect by the last Abbol, Clement
chfield.

Wesbtminster .

Unon tae dissolution of Eveshsan o monk by name Fakenham of
that Abbey became chaplain to the Bishop of Worcester, who
lat=r became Bishop of London. (EOﬁncrg. Under Edward VI he
spéend muach time in the Tower, Upon the accession of Mary he was
releasad and nreached at her Cocronation in 15%3. Ee afterwards
bacame Dean of Gt, Paul's, Later with 15 other monks he
orered to.returi o imonastie 1life 2and on Friday, November 29,
1956 they resumed cholr duties at Westminster Abbey.,

L1

#nen the ALbey monks were again dispersed under Flisabeth
I, Fakenham (Feckanham) was made @ prisoner in the Tower once
aguin tozether witih another monk of westminster, Dom Buckly,
Feckenharm was removed to Wisbech where ha died.

Buckly remained in the Tower until an 514 man then he was
placed under more or less house arrest In the Gale Hougce of his
old Abbey of Westminster, While there being 9C years of age and
Teeling his end was nigh, he clothed two young clerics with the
Habit of St, Benedict granting them 211 the rights and privileges
of the English Benedictine Congregation.

- 12 =



These two rionks were exiled and after may trials gathered
together and gave the habit to o number of Englishmen and set
up the Abbey of St. Laurence at Disulouard in Lorraine. When
the religious upheavals in France caused them to return to

£~

Enzland and they eventually settled at &mpleforth in Yorkshire,

Aiiple th

The monks of 3t. Laurence, Ampleforth are now znown the
world over since their Fuilic 3Jchool 1s sne of the largest in
the world. oince 1845 ths Monks of Ampleforth have served the
Catholics of 5t. Mary's, Leyland, thus the present monks at 3t.
Mary's are the direct successors of the wonks of Tvesham,
Westminster and of the Banedicting 3t, Augustine of Canterbury,
who was sent to England Ly another great Benedictine Pope 8t.

Gregory.

Thus the three nrms.

B.P. Parr
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Thﬁ quglaﬁ C:QES
Hidden away near the southern limits of Leyland Hundred
stands an interesting stone cross. It can 2aslly be reached
by winding lanes from the mair B573% road. After travelling
in a westerly direction over Furbold 7111, one nasses the
junetion with the B5246 rosd tu Rufford, furniug left down
Wood Lane.

e explorsd this lane on foodf -t Laster, passing a Tow
of new hLouses and bungalows with pleasant gardens facing
south., We turned right along & narrow track, Chapel Lane,
and came to the railway., Tnis was the Jigan to Southport
line, with signal box and ecrossing-kseper's house, BY the
vhite zate we saw the L.M4.8. notic=, ziving warning to
tr»agpassers. ©On the farther sile -f tiae crossing there was
an older notice wi<h its metal letters still clearly dlscer-
nible: LANCASTIIRE AND YORISHIRD RAIL{MV. Tt threatened the
trespasser with a fine of forty siri111ings. Whilst we stopped
to read the notice, two trains rassed, bLut these were of
modern diesel kind.

The cobbled track led to the canal with its stone bridge.
A barge was moored nearby, and on the spposite bank was a tall,
barn-like building whieh had SCTTHPORT BRIMERY palnted on the
wall. Ve passed an old stsne farm houss, treading carefully
thrcugh the farmyard, and bearing left ve continu=d along a
srassy traocik.

Sud’enly we s~ the Doaglas Cwoss, imclosed within iron
railings, The Cross of Cslliz 2 stoon on :tone steps,
and ws read the long inscription.

gagi

-
-

HERS 37CCD
01D DOUGLAS CHIPEL
FOR FJUR FUTL SNITTRIES LOVDD
AND THRONGED BY THOSE WHC WORSHIPFLD
GOD FROM ALL THE CCUNTRY RoUND.
EXTISTED 1526,
RTBUILT 1621. DEMOLISHED 1875.
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THE HOIY T/BlLi, FONT D PULPIT -BG NOJ IN
DOUGLAS ParIs™ CHURCH,
THIS CRO33, CARVED FRUM Tidb OLD THRESHOLD STONE,
WAS CRECTED JULY, 1906,
WYOUR FATILARS, WHERS ARE THEY?"

The path then leads to the River Douglas, wnere there Is
a long wooden footbridge. Two Tootnaths lead across the fields
to Dalton Lees Road. The path to the left _oes a short distance
by the river, then bends right and pisses along the drive of
Priorswood Hall, From Dalton Lezes Road one can clirb the hill
to Ashurst Beacon. -

The railway, canal nd river all run very clnse together
in the valley, the River Douzlas marking tue boundary of the
old Leyland Hundred. Half-way up Parbold Hill can be seen the
spire of the new church oT Douglas and Parbold, with_the
be;utiful spire of the Roman Catuolic church on the level road
below,

Parbold was held by the Lathom family along with their
other estates. A Robert de Lathom was living there in the
thirteenth century, and before the Reformatlcn some lands were
§ranted by them to the Knights Hospitallers. The name
"pPriorswood Hall" is a reminder of the site of tuclir lands.

There was a chapel in the Douglas valley &b Parbold hefore
1526, a church built about 1420, and a certain John, priest of
Dougias, ig referred to in a deed of 1240,

It is a very peaceful scene today, but turee hundred years
ago the country folks were involved in the troubles of the Civil
War. During the Commonwealth period under Cromwell a Puritan
minister called Jonathan Scholefield was installed in the
church here, On the restoration of the monarchy at the return
;f ?ggélea II the minister "was ejected from Douglas Chapel®

n .

He found refuge with friends in Tunley where he dled in

1667, but later in 1691 an Independent Nonco#fiformist chapel
was built there,

-



It was at first Unitarian, then Prestyterian, and today is
Fnown as the United Reform Church. Built in the reign of
Williaw and Mary, Tunley chapel was one of the earliest
Nongonforrist churches to be founded in Zngland.

The Douglas Croes stands now, z lonely guardian of the
pathway, and we found it very diffiecult to imopine that only
a hundred years ago - "worshippers traonged" here.

¥egsie Markland
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A Talk by Iz, Ppegpi Heskelh
n H:z ife in the Vil
J F v i g QQH

At “he December meoting ri ‘e AsSoclztion, Mrs. Pheobe
Hosketh gave a facinablng tallr on her life in the village of
Riviagton on tne hills above Herwich; th~ village near the
resarvoirs of the Liverpool Wabterworls.

Mes, Hesketh came to Fisher House - a neglected
Georgisn dwelling — for a "short tiwe" on hier marriage 1n
1931, but the house, with &il its problems of size, damp and
decay and the huge demands for heating, vor her heart, and
tine Tamily lived there for 30 yearcs.

The Rev., Joun Filsuer, after whom the house wss named,
wag vicar of thne Parisgh from 1703 - 1613 “nd homsed and
tanht 4D boys there!

Rivington has well docuieithed ancient huildings, The
Tirst Hall was built in 1202 «nd rebuilt in 1478 by Robert
Filkington in wood and plaster -~ound a gquadrangle. It lasted
309 years! In 1566 James Pilkington, the Bishop of Durham,
founded the Free Grammear School of Queen Elizabeth. The
present building is dated 1714 on the site of the original
school and it was built by direct labour, good dressed stonse,
strong iron, studded oak doors and diamond pane windows.

It was taken over by the Lancashire County Council in 1903
who =xtended it in 1505. In 1942 they proposed to close it,
but strong opposition to this won a reprieve.

The Church is mostly Elizabethan in design, The earliest
gravestone now to be found is 16165 the earliest memorial -
1627, The Register of baptism and burials dates Ifrom 1703,
Darlier ones are presumed lost in a fire. There are numerous
carved stonss in the area, another rare feature in Rivington
is a detached bell house built in 1540 for a large bell.

To return to the memoirs of Mrs, Hesketh, she found
kindness, comedy, drama, scandal and the charm of nature in
the village., 3lie had séone flag floors and an antique rusty
stove to contend with, There were hooks for hams 1in the
celling and bells for servants, relics of more prosperous
living. 3She had to cope with 15 o1l lanps! When her book
was written, various villagers mentioned ware consulted and
were outraged at the pictures of themselves! This entailed
much revision.
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One unusual character was a Mrs, Finch who, when her husbaad
died, draged everything in black for_ & year., &4 man and nis
three sisters never washedl To enabie one to 20 to a party,
without offence to the neiEhbours, a friend lent her a hat,
dress, and coat, onlﬁ to discover on seeking their return -
a few days later - she was still wearing them! Thers was no
1ove between the Church and Chapel, and waen the minister
would disturb the Church Service by holding nis in the open
air on the Green, the vicar procured = large tin tray and
som? h?avy keys to bang with =nd drovs the Chapel Service
inside!

Mrs, Twig was found to be mentioned, she was a nerbalist,
agtrologer and Spiritualist and so souzht after as a “wise
woman". Angther unusual story told was d>f thne death of a
villager high on the hills. The Liverpool Water Aathority
sent seventeen men with seventeen spades %o dig a track in
the deep snow for the funeral.

The whole area won Mrs, Hesketh's affection. The nills,
the horse riding and the pathern of changiang seasons wers an
endless joy for her and the family Enay

Mrs. Pheobe Hesketh's book is in Leyland Library, For a
vast amount of historical detail that I found most interesting,

and remarkable remembering it concerns & small area o1
Lancashire.

T used J. Rawlinson's "About Rivington" from the
Historie Library.

R.B. Kelley
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The Lancaster Conal

Our speaker on January 7th was Mr. John Gavan, ably
assisted by Mr. David Slater wnc oporabed the projeclor,

The Lanc:aster Canzl is ouze of our moegt delightful water-
ways. It is a lone canal, and doez not connect with any
other canals and the only way you =zan sail off 1is hy way of
Glasson Dock, To do this yoa must take the locks from
Galgate down to Glasson, six locks in all. TlLe canal is

it

fed byKillington Lake and enters the can:l at Crooklands,

There are Shree hire firms, one at Zatforth, one at
Galgate and the other at Carnfortn. The most beautiful
streteh is fron Lancaster to Tewit Fields, and 4t one part
1t ovarlooke Morescambe Bay. T2 moor up your boat ~nd wateh
the sun set over the bay is somethinz to remember,

Wken we first hired & hoat it was in 1955, There were
only about thirty boats then, a small hire firm at Catforth
and a few private boats, The canal was coverad in weed, and
we had to stop at times to free the propellerj now 't is
well kept and there muct be a few hundred loats moored, Tere
and there, but as therz are 45 uiles of anvigable water,
there is plenty of room for more.

Of ecourse 1t 1s much more expensive now than it was
when we began our cruising.

Anyone wishing to know more abcut the Ganal Trust or the
boating should pay a visit to the museum at Garstang in the

Owd Tithebara; you could also have a meal or a drink there.
It is well worth a visit.

M., Marland
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The Restopsaticn of Sewlagbury rdall

The Speaker for the Febrnsry meeting ol the L.H.5. was
lir, Drinkali, = 3urveyor and Trusiee of Samlesbury Hall.

Mr., Drinkall first coplinented the meating on the
number of members present; at cther similar talks he nas
usually had only btwenkty or so peopiz %o hear nim.

Samlesbury Hall was a family house puilt <2.1322. There
15 sviience of the existence oI 2 moat. In 1226 & zroup of
Bluckpnpn business men formed the 3:.wl=sbury Trust to purchase
the H=11l, and so prevent its total domoliiion, as it was in a
stcts of great dilsrepalr, #s a result they hecame known as
the Friends of Sarclssbury.

Towzrds the end of the 1960's the Lancashire Hrouch of
the Council for the Protection of Rur 1 Tngland (C.P.R.E.)
were seeking fresh premises 3nd thiough the efforts of thelr
then 3ecretary, Mr. Stanley Jseves, it was arrenged that they
shoild move their offices to Samlesbury Hall., 4About 1971,
vn Jeeves made two proposals. One was that the Samlesbury
Trust and the C.F.R.E, branch should 1inx up, both from the
angle of combined operations for tue Samlegbury Hall restor-
ation and for the future plans for maintaining the Hall and
developing it as a public place of interest. The other
proposal was that the stables should be refurbished as
offices, and a lecture hall for future activities be built
above, Both proposals were agreed upon, and the wisdom of
the second one particularly can be seen today in the lectures
and other regular activities held in the Ageroft Hall, as it
is known. So about 1971 restoration work becan on the stable
and cottages at the rear of the Hall, After completion of
these premises it was decided that the grounds should be
renovated before the Hall., TIn this way people could see Lthe
progress of the restoration work without having to walk along
unmade paths. Thus the car park and wain drive were developed
and then the courtyard, Large circular patterns of zranite
setts were laid in the Courtyard which demanded the services
of old craftsmen, Work on tiie Hall could now be commenced.

It was fTound necessary to damp-proof the structure and

this revealed the need for repalring and making water-resistant
the plinth upon which the Hall stood,
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The main wooden corner structures were Ioiid to be rotting,
and these ned to be replaced wiln steal gpirders.

The Priest-room was in a very poor condition, Great
care had to be iaken that no damags to tihe defective glass
in the adjoining bow window vas sustained whilst repalrs to
the Priest-room were carried ant., It 1s in the bow window
that the Heraldry of Lancasiirz is deplcled.

Wien vork was completed on the Long Gallery, load teshts
had to be carried out before il was opened tu the public,
Although it had, doubtless, Dbeen frequented by wany people
in the past, it was anticipated that there woild be a far
greater number visiting the loig Gallery following restora-
tion., This forecast was proved to be accurate i no uncertain
terns!

In the Chapel, a tableaux of sculptiared figures repre-
senting various crafts, =.2. spinning and the potter's wheel,
nas been established as & sermanent tribuie to nature and
some of the things it sup lles.

The only part of Samlesbury Hall aot yet touched is the
Great Hall, Here can be seen a Minstrels Gallery, but this
is net gennine, The oak screen was moved “rom the Dining-
room end to its present location as a Minsirels Gallery in
tne Victorian era. There are, however, plans afoot fer this
area of Samlesbury Hall to be refurbished and thus to complete
the restoraticn,

Roy Viocodward



to Sgc - Ma

The Members Night Meeting consisted of three main speakers,
Mrs. R.B. Kelley, Mr. R.0. Williams, and Nr. 3. Morris. They
spoke on 'Proceedings and Ways of the Magistrates Court',
' Numismatology'! and 'Local History'.

Mrs. R.B. Kelley gave the first talk on the Magistracy.
Drawing on her thirty years experience and service as a
Magistrate, she outlined the method of seleeting maglstrates,
from a 1ist of names put forward by various groups, for example,
political parties, church bodies, Women Institutes etec., They
are vetted and if considered suitable are approached to see 1f
they are interested in servineg. Then they are listed and
eventually appointed by the Duchy of Lancaster,

The reauirements they must fulfil are the taking of the
0ath of Allegience to the Queen and the Judicial Oath which
are taken at the Crown Court.

While serving as Magistrates they must constant remember
the Judicial Oath by which they promise 'to do right by all
manner of people, after the laws and '3&ges of the Realm -

f

without fear or favour, or ill-wili. Mrs, Kelley
continued by listing the different courts. Magistrates attend
and the varied cases brought before them - tragic, serious and
otherwise. She reminded us that our system of Courts dated

pack to an act of 1361 and the Statute of Winchester of
Bdward I, and has developed from these.

Qur next subject was 'Numismatobgy' and the speaker was
Mr, R.0. Williams, He began by glving us an outline of the
nistory of coins, starting with ladies of 6,000 years ago
bartering with metal they found and had fashioned into Jewelry
which they exchanged for food and pots. In the East, tea was
used, after being cast into bricks. He continued through the
Greek period when the first coins were struck in silver, and
the gold coins struck in Asia Minor.

Tn England silver was the metal chosen. The old unit of
corn was weighed and given a silver value.

24 grains of corn =1 pénny,weight. Silver is still the
basis of our currency. "“Sterling" is the old name for a silver
penny.
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Mp, Willlams traced the develonment of our other celns »nd
metals 1sed. right up to the present day decimal colns,

At the ~nd of his tslx, Vr, Bolton ;ave a short talk
about a Roman silver denarius., He displayed an avuthentie
one and also & Vietorlan renlica,

¥r. B, Morrls was sur last speake». His tople was
"Loczl 7 istory". His interesting slides included the 01d
Noybtagae of Wwordean Lane, and 3t, Far¥'s 014 Church, original
and nresent day. [e drew attsation to varlous features on
enilaings whieh are un-noticed Ly many people, for exsmple
the foot serapers on 3t. Marp's 0la Presbytery steps, the
ingurance medals in Fox Lane, the date stone on Haydocks
buteher's shop., He zonsluded hls slides and cummentary with
some illustraticas of 3pring Gardens (formerly Bradshaw 3t.),
mentioning Jil-ny 0'Neil's Lodging House snd tﬁe nnmerons
"hare 1adustrisst of the inh:Ditants,

The mee5ing ended with Mr, Curnstey's vete of thanks teo

th: zpeaksrs tor ¢ faseianting svening - a real feast of
history.

E. Ch=loner



