The Governing Body of the City of Liebenthal met in public hearing on Wednesday April 11, 2024, at the City Building at 6:00 p.m. Presiding was Mayor Darrell Warner, council members present were Barb Matal, Renee Legleiter, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner, William Stark, Kathy Herrman, Clerk Beverly Stark, Water and Wastewater Operator Darrell Matal, and Maintenance Operator Lyle Komarek. No residents were in attendance.
Minutes from the previous meeting were read.  S. Schmidt-Koerner moved to approve the minutes as read, R. Legleiter seconded, vote unanimous, motion carried.
Clerk’s Notes:  Gary from Rosencrantz-Bemis contacted the city to ask if the city would sell water to Rosencrantz-Bemis for work done in the Liebenthal area.  The Clerk contacted several cities in this area to determine what those cities charged.  The Clerk presented this to the council. This representative also contacted the mayor.  After discussion by the council, it was suggested that the city charge $55.00/load with an average load being 2150 gal.  The second request for lead and copper surveys were sent with April city bills. M. Sander contacted the city regarding tree disposal on city property. 
Old Business:  The Council received a bid from Flatlander of Hays for road repairs. They estimated repairs for two streets would require 3 days of work and $20,000. The Council discussed receiving other bids from several businesses and the Rush County Highway Dept. before any final decision is made.  The mayor will make requests for bids.
New Business:  The Council discussed opening a defunct sewer lagoon to be used for tree refuse disposal only (i.e. no grass refuse is allowed per KDHE).  It was decided that this site only be used for city use citing worries for liability if accidents occurred. Residents of Liebenthal will not be able to use this tree disposal spot.  It was noted that the ditch has a resident’s yard waste which needs to be disposed of.  The council has received several complaints about noise/music.  The mayor spoke with the bar owner, and she has agreed to lower the music level.  It was noted by three separate council members that they purposefully went to check on the music and were not able to hear anything.  The city will continue to work on a noise ordinance.  The Council has received several complaints about overgrown weeds, and trashy yards. It was noted that the city will have a city-wide cleanup this spring.  Two derelict lots in town were purchased recently and are being cleaned up.  The Council sends sincere thanks to both purchasers.  
City Utilities and Maintenance Updates:  The meter will be removed from the empty lot at 202 W 5th Street as it is leaking and likely damaged.  Repairs are needed on Water Pump 3; D. Matal will notify Karst Water Wells.  Sewer pump 2 is not running well. D. Matal and S. Waterhouse have not been able to repair this so have called Ed Hickman.  D. Warner noted that as long as two pumps on the lift station are clear, then one pump can still handle the wastewater volume during normal flows.  Mayor Warner will contact the company for the alarm system at the lift station.  E. Herman asked that a scoop of millings be put at the end of her driveway.  The city has contacted the Highway Dept. but the county does not have any yet.
Calendar / City Events:   A city-wide trash pick up is scheduled for June 3 through June 17 with large dumpsters being placed on the empty city lot just east of Boese’s fireworks stand.  
Approval and Payment of Bills:  The city bills were presented to the council.  S. Schmidt-Koerner moved to approve the bills as presented.  W. Stark seconded, vote unanimous, motion carried.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 13, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. W. Stark moved to adjourn the meeting, K. Herrman seconded, vote unanimous, motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 p.m.
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