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Ken Okrepkle of Ben franklin Technology Partners, right, talks with high school students taking a summer class on entrepreneurship 
through Penn State Hazleton. The class meets at the Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce and helps students develop Ideas for 
starting businesses. 
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Former Vice President Joe Blden speaks during a town 
hall at the PIQmbers 8& Steamfitters Local No. 33 in 
Des Mol,nes, Iowa, on ThQrsday. Blden raised eyebrows 
on ThQrsday during his speech when he said that "poor 
kids are Just as bright and just as talented as white 
kids," an apparent gaffe for a Democratic presidential 
candidate whose record on race has come under 
Intense scrutiny during the primary. 
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"Maybe we could've creat­
ed a new section that 
includes just the fine that 
they are focusing on," Cusat 
said. 

No matter how high fines 
are set, enforcement is diffI­
cult, the mayor said. 

"We all know that double 
parking is a serious issue," 
Cusat said. "However, by the 

would impact law abiding 
residents. 

"It's all about balance 
when you do this," Speziale 
said. "If double parking is an 
issue in certain areas, I 
understand that. But, what 
happens to the person who 
has never ever double parked 
and gets slammed with a $200 
ticket and is a resident here 
for 70 years? I don't know if 
that's a real balance." 
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will offer when it opens a 
LaunchBox for entrepre­
neurial studies downtown, 
the course requires students 
to think up a new business 
and develop a plan for start­
ing it. 

Next week, they will make 
their fmal pitches to a panel. 
The student with the best 
presentation will walk away 
with $1,000, but the real win­
ner might be the community. 

"Maybe someone will have 
a big idea ... bring in more 
jobs," said Fermin Diaz Ful­
gencio, an engineer with a 
master degree's in construc­
tion management who teach­
es the course with William 
Andallazy; a doctor of educa­
tion. One project can spark 
other businesses and 
advance Penn State's goals 
for opening downtown: to 
help the area grow and 
employ local graduates local­
ly, Diaz Fulgencio said. 

The class also shows the 
ingenuity that students apply 
to problems facing the local 
and larger community. 

Emma Rupert said her 
family buys a case of plastic 
water bottles every week, but 
their residence in Zion Grove 
is 30 minutes from a recy­
cling center. 

Her business would let 
families recycle at home, 
using a device that shreds, 
melts and molds plastic into 
cups or other everyday prod­
ucts. 

Brian Simon noticed that 
the wedding cakes that his 
mother bakes for her busi­
ness don't travel well in hot 
weather. 

He proposed selling boxes 
that would keep the cakes 
cool in transit. 

Nelson Castillo wanted 
help marketing the construc­
tion business of his father, 
who speaks little English. 

Lauren Thomas wants to 
develop a nutritious food bar 
for people who overeat. 

"My mom and I always 
wanted to start a business," 
Thomas said when asked 
why she took the course. "I 
wasn't into camps. I always 
had a boring kind of sum­
mer." 

Joel Melo and Nicole Cas­
tillo teamed up on a plan to 
transform his family's four­
stall garage into a teen center 
that they'll call The Garage. 

Students filled in a start-up 
canvas, a poster that served 
as an abbreviated business 
plan, Andallazy said, with an 
outline of their idea, skills 
required, customer base and 
launch plans. 

Entrepreneur Jerry Lis­
man of Lisman Holdings of 
Wilkes-Barre, Joceyln Ster­
enchock of the CAN BE 
Innovation Center and 
Okrepkie helped students 
refme their plans. 

Sterenchock told students 
how to narrow the market for 
their products and identify 
competitors . 

Okrepkie said he helps 
entrepreneurs commercial­
ize their ideas. 

"It's not about the idea," he 
said. "It's, how do we fmd a 
product people are willing to 
buy?" 
contact the writer: 
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Tour Highlights Downtown Hazleton
Redevelopment Projects
08.03.2018
Hazleton, PA - After a whirlwind walking tour of downtown Hazleton revitalization projects Monday, a
state o�cial said he was impressed.

“This really did exceed my expectations,” said Richard P. Vilello Jr., community a�airs and development
deputy secretary at the state’s Department of Community and Economic Development. “Keep up the
good work.”

The group visited eight sites in a two-block stretch of West Broad Street, starting at The Pines
Restaurant in a building that businessman George Hayden said once faced the wrecking ball.

The tallest building in the city’s downtown, the 11-story structure is now known at the Hayden Tower at
the Markle — the last word a nod to its original construction as the Markle Banking & Trust Company
Building.



With a combination of private and public funds, the building has been refurbished and boasts an
occupancy of more than 90 percent, said Hayden, who owns the property along with members of the
DeAngelo family under the umbrella of Downtown Hazleton Development LLC, or DHD.

Next on the tour was the nearby former Traders Bank building, a seven-story Gothic Revival structure
with a two-story annex in the rear, both also owned by DHD, according to Hayden.

Lackawanna College has moved into approximately 15,000 square feet in the annex and main building,
Hayden said. His company is working with clients to “�ll up the rest of the building” now that exterior
restoration and other renovations have been completed, he said.

Crossing Broad Street, the group stopped at a 1930s building that once housed restaurants, the Darling
Shop and later a bingo hall in the 1990s. It is set to become Penn State Hazleton’s LaunchBox
innovation center to foster new businesses.

DHD donated the former bingo building to the nonpro�t Downtown Hazleton Alliance for Progress,
which is spearheading e�orts to create a downtown arts and innovation district to spark further
economic development.

After admiring exposed brick and windows once hidden behind siding on the facade of the new Dragon
Chinese Restaurant, the group stepped inside an adjacent former antique shop being converted to an
Irish style pub and restaurant called Broad and Barrel. The establishment includes doors that will lead
to an outdoor patio deck area in an adjacent lot.

On the opposite side of the lot is a former bank building that will house the new City Arts Center to be
operated and managed by the Hazleton Art League. Upgrades are underway, and half of the $2.4
million renovation target has been raised, o�cials said.

The group proceeded to a city-owned corner lot that will become a park and plaza for the arts center,
with landscaping and murals attached to the center building, said downtown alliance Executive
Director Krista Schneider.

Owned by DHD, the eight-story, former Hazleton National Bank building was the �nal stop. It was built
in 1924.

Renovation has wrapped up on several �oors, and the building is about half occupied, Hayden said.
The company is speaking to banks, restaurants and other prospective tenants for the majestic �rst-
�oor bank lobby, he said.

This building and the former Traders Bank structure have Keystone Opportunity Zone, or KOZ, tax
exemption through 2022. To improve parking, DHD also bought a medical building with a 100-spot lot
behind the former Hazleton National Bank building, Hayden said.



Hazleton innovation hub named for local
leader Pasco Schiavo

58 1

Penn State Hazleton Chancellor Gary Lawler, left, and Linda Schiavo unveil
the logo for the Hazleton LaunchBox, which will be named after Linda's
brother, the late Pasco L. Schiavo.Image: Penn State

April 11, 2019

HAZLETON, Pa. — Penn State and the Invent Penn State initiative are honoring the late Pasco L. Schiavo, a
longtime philanthropist for Penn State Hazleton and the surrounding community who passed away Dec. 29,
2018, by naming the Hazleton LaunchBox in his name. The naming recognizes Schiavo’s stature in the region
and a $1 million gift from his estate to the campus.

The LaunchBox is one of 21 innovation hubs Penn State has opened across the Commonwealth to provide
early-stage startups with viable plans for growth and the support and resources needed to build a sustainable
and scalable business. To recognize Schiavo’s gift, the University will name the facility “The Hazleton
LaunchBox, Supported by Pasco L. Schiavo, Esq.”

“Pasco was deeply committed to Penn State Hazleton and the Hazleton community, and this transformative
gift will serve both,” Penn State President Eric Barron said. “The innovation hub that will carry his name will help
drive economic growth in this region and across the Commonwealth. We’re very pleased to honor Pasco and
extend his incredible legacy in this signi�cant way.”

https://www.psu.edu/
https://news.psu.edu/
https://news.psu.edu/photo/568162/2019/04/09/launchbox-endowment-and-naming


The Hazleton LaunchBox, scheduled to open later this year at 13 W. Broad St. in downtown Hazleton, is a
community collaboration with partners including the Downtown Hazleton Alliance for Progress; CAN DO; CAN
BE; the Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce; the Society of Hispanic Business Professionals; and other
organizations engaged in The Hazleton Innovation Collaborative (THInC). The LaunchBox will offer a variety of
services to community members, students and faculty who aspire to become business owners. 

As part of “A Greater Penn State for 21st Century Excellence,” the University’s current fundraising campaign,
each of Penn State’s 21 innovation hubs has the opportunity to secure $1 million in matching support from the
University when gifts to the hub’s endowment reach $1 million. The combined funds will provide operational
funding to the innovation hub each year, ensuring that it continues to spark economic development and
support entrepreneurship in perpetuity.

In 2018, the University announced $1 million grants from PNC Bank and the Hite Family to fund and name the
Happy Valley LaunchBox, Powered by PNC Bank, and the Altoona LaunchBox Supported by the Hite Family. The
LaunchBox at Penn State Hazleton is the third innovation hub to reach its $1 million goal and secure a $1
million match from the University.

“Pasco was very proud of the Hazleton community and was very involved in many organizations,” said his
sister, Linda Schiavo. “He always looked for ways to provide and enhance opportunities for residents of the
Greater Hazleton area. He would be very pleased to have this center for entrepreneurship bear our family’s
name.”

Born and raised in Hazleton, Schiavo earned a bachelor’s degree from Lafayette College in 1958 before
entering the U.S. Army Reserve and receiving a juris doctor degree from the University of Pennsylvania Law
School in 1962. During his lifetime, he became Luzerne County assistant district attorney, a member of the
Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and a designated "Super Lawyer" with his own legal
practice. Schiavo’s involvement with Penn State Hazleton spanned more than 50 years as a donor, president
and member of the campus advisory board, advocate and instructor. He chaired “For the Future: The Campaign
for Penn State Students at Penn State Hazleton,” helping to raise more than $7.6 million, and was named an
honorary alumnus in 2015. After a $1 million gift in 2014, the campus administration building was named after
Schiavo as Pasco L. Schiavo Hall. Schiavo also endowed four scholarships for students at the campus and
served as an adjunct instructor in law and Spanish.

“Pasco Schiavo was a tireless advocate for educational opportunities and for community development — all to
bene�t residents of the area. We are grateful for his involvement with the campus and the University, and we
are thankful for this additional gift,” said Penn State Hazleton Chancellor Gary M. Lawler. “All of the
organizations collaborating on the LaunchBox eagerly anticipate the impact and success that the facility will
bring to the Hazleton area business community and economic development. We hope that downtown Hazleton
will continue to be revitalized by the resources available at The Hazleton LaunchBox, Supported by Pasco L.
Schiavo, Esq.”

Invent Penn State is a Commonwealth-wide initiative to spur economic development, job creation and student
career success. Invent Penn State blends entrepreneurship-focused academic programs, business startup
training and incubation, funding for commercialization, and university/community/industry collaborations to
facilitate the challenging process of turning research and discoveries into valuable products and services that
can bene�t residents of the state and all humankind. Learn more at invent.psu.edu.

https://news.psu.edu/story/501601/2018/01/22/impact/pnc-bank-commits-1-million-power-happy-valley-launchbox
https://news.psu.edu/story/524321/2018/06/05/academics/local-leader-commits-1-million-power-altoona-innovation-hub
https://news.psu.edu/story/314850/2014/05/08/administration/hazleton-names-building-schiavo
http://invent.psu.edu/


Schiavo’s estate gift will advance “A Greater Penn State for 21st Century Excellence,” a focused campaign that
seeks to elevate Penn State’s position as a leading public university in a world de�ned by rapid change and
global connections. With the support of alumni and friends, “A Greater Penn State” seeks to ful�ll the three key
imperatives of a 21st century public university: keeping the doors to higher education open to hard-working
students regardless of �nancial well-being; creating transformative experiences that go beyond the classroom;
and impacting the world by fueling discovery, innovation and entrepreneurship. To learn more about “A Greater
Penn State for 21st Century Excellence,” visit greaterpennstate.psu.edu.

Last Updated April 12, 2019

http://greaterpennstate.psu.edu/
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