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gafdaiet hav a1zt ¢'d 15 adnndn odd bne ahideatednl ne as
e Wa,th the apﬂrﬂaﬁh bﬂ the endrof the yéa.r, and the ‘time for:the
A electlan of new nfficers; it is time’ to.review the events Af thé!past
2uyear. and. consider| what dmprovements: ifr the ovrganizatiin: and operation
~.of the speiety might bt made.. [ The society hés boéhioperating:ionfa
statewide basis; with thre¢ chapters, for' ajyear now, andienough has
been learncd sbout the functicns on the. s‘r,a.te level 1o, offt,r atbasis
foz- mprovement dn-thesfutmres: rtaros dnsasta sdd ot ol
shon hivicAt dke: dast: meeting of the- Sherldan chapter, a number of pro-
ol p@‘“:—lls fcg. -ammending:present: hrocedﬂres was brivught forth; " A committhe
wodrWAS appointed 40 formalize’ some.of the proposals. so.that tho:officers
a:n.ud take 'hem o the: state exeeutive committee meeting for:actiond
. .This committeey . composcd:of Margaret.Powers, Elaine Hilman,' Hila"Gilbert,
Bud Cam,,sbei.;, -and ‘Hans- Kieiber; berught dits proposals:to-.the: December
(RE GM..:.ﬂgs inThe preposals-are sutlined: below:scithat-other chapters will
ﬁbe acquainbed:with them bqfope thﬁ time of- the imeeting of the sta'be
IJexeGu't'-Lve Cw}ﬂlﬁiuﬁeeéf - s Jxen afd Jeg bepiuosib ERE
i Ay cdm order 'bo i‘acilitate closer 13.an.son between chaptérs of
the orga.nuarlcn, it is prr jposed that each chapter must submit a summary
of its activities and meetings to the publisher of the society publica-
tion so that all chapters shall be aware of 'the act:w:_tes oi‘ other
chapters. AATIAHD VATIHGHE JHT i MIGEEYIRT
2. The proceedings of all state execu'tiVe mee‘bings of the
s'*c:r:uy shall rbe published, in t]:;e Wyoming Archaeolog;st for ;the informa-
t.m‘ri' r’*"f t}fe membez'gg of the: socle‘b
LRS- i o Acf{e uéte’nw*tlce 5P al “Hee ings of‘ the state executlvé
coﬁﬁ'rif*'tee ‘sHa1l e’ glven, with ‘gach’ memBer r‘eée:wln,g not.lce of 'bhe
-meetlrig At “Pes§ than " ong week ’bafc;f‘e ft,h meeting da‘te. by -
brantls & VRXELY éfflcers unable 1o attend g méetln,gs g the sta*be N
executive commitiee shall’ have the Ibrlviiége of arbsentee Tyallot in the
haie eIec‘b...nn of «state officers, “7°9% g e
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tEaiid © 57U The “duties 'of ‘edeh nartibuiaf fflcre in’ the ‘gtate "
b d f'adm-imsvrative forganwa:!non shal& Ué éi_ a.r'.Lyrg tlpulate,ci 1n the by-iaws
of uhé soc:Lety‘ e
abive AH 50 diébus::ed, b 1‘. not formallzed, were sev"eral addltionhl
"boplCS 1ncludﬁ.ng ‘the!’ fol*lo‘w:mé s state:ﬁent* f*f t,,aa rﬂallf‘,lcatlons for
aPgupdrvisor: of - e.hy off:tcs.ai dig“ of ‘the s#c:l.ety, ﬁ %er;ent o:ﬂ the
qualifientitheg of the varlous state” ofi‘lcers, jbhe poss.‘nbﬁli '
247 gleoking’ stake orfiicers by and from: the genexal memb“ersh'i) rather than
from 'tshe state executive cmmi"“bee- i
wrueds fedorgld §Haped that the 'varisus” charters 70:111 send to the state
meetmg An Febrtdty & abt off i'eques'bs for 1mprovemen'ts ;Ln the opera%
gt Wyoming Archdeolngical ‘Sreiety.” Tt has become"ar Lparsn“" ‘that, i
““sobiety hagoutgrein it¥ present sys‘bem af admmlstrablon, and, thei
liaison-between chapters is 1nadequa‘be. Pr’esen{: hdmmls;bra‘hive. personnel
“laive! 'bdo burdened: with uﬁdleﬁy and perénoal ‘w rk to. prc perly ‘train, and
adminiigser to* ‘Hewly Tormed ‘¢haptérs. At the' Present timé, 4 the burden &f
this training must be barne by the new chapter itself. They must take
ugon themselves the responsibility for study that will 1ead to competénee
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in field work, A joint operation with an existing chapter then serves
as an internship, and the chapters are expected to proved further

‘training for those members who:will cohstitibe the: first dig supervisors
+4n that ‘chapter.. This:further’ training is preferably obtained by work
hwith;a;professibnalwarchaemlogist,:many"ufﬁwhomﬂﬁillbwélcome!aiseffous
amateur who:is willing t6 listem and learn: Training may alse be ob=
tained from attendance at: digs cbnducted by other chaﬁters who have
some trained-dig supervisors, 7 o 3135 J
Nothing in the present constltution necessitates a chapter
..observing the above rules of procedure;- The'adhetence to a rigid code

.4 of ~selfidiscipline ‘and:dedication has beén a matter of conscience up to

~the’ present time, - It has:been- suggested that'admission of ‘4 new chipter
be tonditionaliupon theiocbbtaining of such’training and the presentation
-0f a; serious program-of selfsedudationi ' This would necessitate a pro-
posed new ¢hapter: sending:members to digs to 'obtain training, and the

[ submission.ofdiconcret training progran beforé a chapter charter could
“beiissueds igerhaps: thisiproposal is8ites drdstic, but it is something
which could be discussed at the next state executive board meeting -in
February. tod ropfsil 41ezcin sdsdl
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SHERIDAN GHAP‘I‘ER

""""" discussed the,

posgibility of having an archagolqgieal dlsplay in, the spring. The
display wouid feature mlni%ture dioramas :of some.of the .site which .the
society has’ invqatlgatad, andéposslhle reconstructions .of isome . of the
sites as they were when ocqqpied.J In,addltion, the., displays would affend
generaiﬂqducatxonal 1tgms aboqi the broad pre-hlstory -of .the United
“'States and Wyoming in particular. Ttems of .Indian craft, artif%cts, and
relics wo.uld be displayed alpng"mith1infonmative statements: about their
L. use and manufq.cﬁurm1 The”theme of the exgosition. would be educaﬁienal,
“‘and the objectives would be twofold, First, the display would help -
" educate the public to the operations of the socimby and of archaeology
in general. Second, it would*help to atiract new.members and provida
aﬁdmtlonal fihan01a1 support for. the society*s,operatlons./qg-u~ .
- The. principal item\of the busmnesa at the-meeting was a. dis;
cussion andfcritlciam“of the,general functioning of ‘the state-level
arganizgtionI' As outlined, above, a committee was. appointed to- study the
“matter and to make formal recommendations., ...: ..
N Grey repopted ‘that he had purchased: a numher oﬁ»metal storage
lpckers from a coldl%torage plantathat had. closed down, and asked: if
" the society. would be int erested in purchasing some of these for: storing
"““the materials from the. various. smtes which have been excavated. It-Was
_ voted to buy, part, of the. 1acker3a ok B
' The %ecember meetﬁng was.devated almpgt entirely to the discussion
of the recommendatxons of the commipbee an.proposed constituipnale‘
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At the November 8th meeting of the Casper chapter there were
21 members and l guests. Art Randall read a letter from Norman B, &ray
State Attorney “eneral, concerning the legality of obtaining permits
from the state for our society. Also Art read a letter from Dr.
Humphrey, President of the University of Wyoming, about the progress of
the Wyoming Highway Salvage Bill, in which Dr. Humphrey stated he would
be glad to help the Archaeological Society in rassing such a bill.

A tape recording taen earlier in the year in Casper ab a joint
meeting of the Wyoming Ceological Association and the Wyoming Archaeo=
logical Society was re~run for the members, Dr. Agogina was the speaker
on the tape and spoke on the Piltdown hoax, Secretary Bob Browm informs
us that the taps is available for other chapters for the postage cost.

Art Randall reported on @vents at the annual banquet. Dick
Ecklund, Joaeph Snowden, and Crover Phelan were appointed as a nominae
ting commitice, for officers for the following year.

CARBON DATING PROGRESS.REPGRT‘

‘The first carbon dates have been produced from the apparatus
being censbructed by Don Grey. Synthetic standards made from ancient
carb.n and modern carbon mixed to simulate desired checkpoint dates
have besn run. These all bear out admirably, Of course the acid test
wili be a run of ‘carben which has already been dated by another laboratory.
Such samples will be sent for as soon as the apparatus has been ccnsple
idated =nd rendered a little less Yhaywired." The temptation to run a
significant date was great, and a sample from the L8 JO 303 site was
run. This sample is represented by several pounds of carbon, so there
was no danger cf losing a sample. The carbon also represents a McKean
level, and was therefore of particular interest. The date achieved was
£050 years, although this date is subject to revision upon re-run with
betler standardized equipment. It now seems that with a little cleaning
‘up o the apparatus and redesigning for compaciness, that the apparatus
wiil. probably function usably. As scon as the apparatus is functioning
reliably and welli, full technical data will be published for those who
may wish to construct similar apparatus. The design is entirely new,
anc %o our knowledge, has never been used before.

RECONAISSANCE IN THE SUSSEX AREA

During the Thanksgiving holidays, Glenn Sweem and Lon Crey spent
two days in the Sussex area 1nvestigating possible sites. Several items
of interest were observed. Tt seems likely that the area was on a main
routs of travel for prehistoric man in that area, and thai mur had Deen
in the arsa for perhaps 11,000 years or more.

Gienn and Don are indebted to Mr, and Mrs. B. E, Turk, and son
Pete, for their hospitality during the trip.
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. Cne of the first sites visited during the trip was a small camp
atop Chalk Butte south of Sussex. This site produced single-nstched
points which were of interest to the society members. The site shows a
number. of firepits and many chips and flakes of material from widely
distributed areas., The only other site your editor knows of which has
produced these single-notched points is the Bentzen-Little Bald Mountain
site which produced two such roints although they were of a slightly
different pattern. This site is small and would bear investigating, as
it might furnish carbon dates for this complex, and is rapidly being
eroded away by wind and weather, :

. Ancther site visited by the team was a series of platform burlals
of historic age. Trade beads, and metal items proved the sites to be
recent. Here again, some interesting, if not ‘particularly valuable,
information might be obfained for a small investment in time.

A Middle Period campsite had been uncovered by road-~building
operations in the region, bu% the extent of the site or its importance
weuld be hard to determine, without further excavation., The site 1is
located on a hillside in what seems to be an unusual location, and the
site might have impcrtance in connectiun with a change in the top.graphy
due t@ erosion. The study of erosion and topographic change can be
extremely important to the location and study of sites in this country
since erosion is very pronounced in many places due to a semi-arid cli-
mate, . ' e

o Still another site of potential great importance was visited
on Salt Creek. Here there were ancient campsites with fresh water
bivalve shells in evidence, It has been a long time since clams have
occupied the streams in this country, and it seems likely that this
site'may date back to near altithermal times. Such clams were found
at the McKean type site hear Mocrcroft on the Belle Fourche River,
This site would be a very interesting to investigate. It is on a
terrace abrut forty feet above the present stream level.

One site was found on a tributary of Powder River which may
date well back into the Early Period. Surface finds at the site in-
clude Jimmy Allen bases and & whole point which ia very similar to, if
not identical with, the Logan Creek point. It resembles somewhat the
Turin point, but is somewhat smaller. The site itself lies on the
second terrace above the stream, and appears to exbend through the
point of land lying in a bend of the stream. The stream may have
dissected the site, as similar levels on the other side of the stream
show occupational levels in the bamks. Bone, charcoal, and burned
rock ab-und at the site. This site definitely merits attention and
should yisid some important infermation for a few days work.

Part of the time in the area was spent in cataloguing the
artifact collection of the Turk family, Tkis extensive collection
presented an excellent cross-section of the types available in the
arez, Notable in the BEarly Period materials were a number of Meserve
points, which correlate nicely with the society’s findings on Powder
river in the mountains. Also in the early-man section were found
Folsom, Clovis, Jimmy Allen, Eden, Agate Basin, possible Hell-Gap, and
a number of fragments which could not be named. The Middle Period was
well represented, although the number of McKean materials was not as
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large as might have been anticipated from the size gf the early.man
section, This may be a part of the growing indication that the McKean
complex was established in this area during the altithermal when the
conditions were such that man was restricted to the mountains and to
the stream valleys. Arid regions may have had little occupation at
this time. The carbon date mentioned abowe, to the extent that it is
valid, would seem to indieate this,

While in the area, Sweem and Crey visited the Fort Reno, Fort
Connor and Mateo Trading Post sites. These would be excellent sites
for archaeological investigation. A project such as the Mission 66
of the National Park Service would be able to recover a great amount
of imformation about these important historical sites, and it was felt
that such a project should be undertaken soon, @ince there was abundant
evidence of vandalism at these sites. Someéne with a metal locator had
been over the sites and had removed many relics, and disturbed much of
the area with digging,

The trip was a profitable one, and the two days were not bew -
grudged in the least., A few such expeditions, even though time-cone
suming and somewhat costly, produce quantities of information which
can hardly be evaluated in terms of mo ney., It is a real privilege to
live in a country so filled with ancient lore, It staggers the
imagination, to use a worn cliche, to behold the abounding evidence
of early man's stpuggle for a foothold in this land.

OVER THE CAMPFIRE

Because of the press of other work, such as the carbon-dating
apparatus, your editor has not been wery efficient this last half
year, Issues have been short, several have been combined into one, and
all have been late, This coming year, you will have a new editorial
and production staff, and it is hoped that they can bring you the
better publication which you deserve., Your patience has been appreciated,
and remarkably few criticisms have been received. Your editor wishes
to thank each of you for your tolerance amdto wish each and every one
& happy and interesting new year, .

EMBERS OUT



