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Charlie Kennedy is a Manatee County school board
member representing district two. He graduated from
the University of Pittsburgh with a BA in 1994 and received his Masters of Education from Duquesne University in 2003. Charlie has worked at the YouthBuild
Public Charter School in Washington, DC, the Pendleton School at IMG Academies and Manatee High
School in Bradenton. Most recently, prior to becoming
a School Board Member, he taught 11th and 12th
grade Social Studies (U.S.History and Economics) at
Manatee High School.
Hailing from Pittsburgh, PA, Charlie was very familiar
with Bradenton, FL. As a teenager, he visited
Bradenton often with his family. He later moved here
permanently. Charlie’s better half is Lisa Ramirez,
who is also active in the local community working for
Healthy Start of Manatee County and Unidos Now.

WWW.DWCManatee.com

Guest Speaker -Charlie Kennedy
Topic will be Upcoming Tax Increase for
Schools and
millage referendum

DWC LUNCHEON
January 9th 2018, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by
January 4th, 2018
Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or email
San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, bread and
cookie
Cost is $18.00
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January President’s Message

Happy New Year to all and I hope it is a healthy one, too. The DWC has many great things coming up this
month and we will need all hands on deck.
I would like to thank the officers for a job well done and to those who have jumped in for the cause when
we have unexpected things come up!
We all know what is happening in Washington and our Republican senators and representatives just do
not care about the American citizens. The takeover of our government by the rich has been in the works for
over 50 years and Trump, the bully, has decided our fate along with all of the other Republicans. We will
continue to be successful if we work together for the power of the people. Our prayers for Alabama were
just one of the great things we accomplished this year. We had Virginia, New Jersey, and numerous other
local elections around the country won by those who will work for the people. We need to make sure we
continue to work hard here in Florida for Senator Bill Nelson, a true gentleman, running against another
“R”, Gov. Scott. Let’s welcome to the primary campaign, highly qualified David Shapiro who is running
against Vern Buchanan.
I have been here for over 20 years and continue to do what I can and I hope our members will step up to
the plate. Many of our members are in their 80’s and did the walking and knocking on doors for years.
They can no longer do these tasks but are willing to help. We need our younger ladies of the organization
to use their walking power. Patty

Democratic Women’s Club December, 2017 Meeting - Minutes
December 12, 2017 Minutes of the Manatee County DWC Meeting The meeting was called to order at
11:45 AM by President Patricia Benson. The Pledge of Allegiance was said and then we had a moment of
silence. Patty introduced the guests, The Manatee Singers, and gave the President’s Report. On January
10th there will be training for door-to-door canvassing at Vicki Waters’ home at 2724 Florida Blvd. This will
be for the canvassing in Precinct 415 . Voter registration day will be announced since MLK Day of service
is on January 15th. On January 20 there will be a march in Sarasota and anyone interested can see Jenni Casale. The Second Vice President gave the Membership report. We now have 87 Members.
The Treasurer’s Report was given without the Treasurer, who was recovering from an accident. There is
now a $3,800 balance in our account. The Recording Secretary Minutes were in the Newsletter. All items
for the newsletter must be submitted to Brian Heavrin by the 20th of the month. The Manatee Players sang
several Christmas Carols. Unfinished business was called for by Patty and the Installation of Officers was
carried out. New officers installed included Vice President for Programs, Jami Heye; Treasurer, Joanie
LeBaron; Secretary; Rachel Young, and Membership, Sherry Emigh. Patty Benson is acting President,
but we are searching for a new president to take over the position. Each officer was given a single red
rose and a wrapped Christmas gift. New Business was introduced: the March 13, 2018 Fashions Around
the World fundraiser and a copy of the flyer for the event was given to all attendees as well as a sample
letter the President has sent to businesses asking for gifts or gift certificates toward the annual scholarship
program. A signup sheet was circulated for members to volunteer to make gift baskets for a silent auction
at the fashion show. It was announced that January 15 th is MLK Day of Service and all members are
urged to meet at the Rubonia Community Center to help plant flower gardens. An invitation was also extended to all attendees to the February 24, 2018 St. Paul Missionary Dr. Martin Luther King Breakfast on
February 24, 2018. Tickets can be purchased through Minnie Lee Jones. The attendees were asked to
gather on the stairs for a group photograph before leaving and then the meeting was adjourned. M. Rachel Young, Recording Secretary

Quote of the Month: “To handle yourself, use your head; to handle others, use your
heart!” - Eleanor Roosevelt
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Obama policies fueled our economic boom.
Don't let Trump and his rich man's tax cut
steal the credit
By: Ian Reifowitz, The Daily Kos

Donald Trump is good at certain things. (Please take a deep
breath and don’t throw your mouse or laptop at the wall.) I
have not come to praise Mr. Lost The Popular Vote By 2.9
Million. But the truth is the truth—even if the truth is something Trump wouldn’t recognize if it landed right on the dyed
bird’s nest that covers his dome. In any case, we must
acknowledge that the man has demonstrated the ability to
shape the media narrative for his own nefarious purposes.
For example, when the term “fake news” first gained widespread usage during the 2016 campaign, it
most often referred to anti-Hillary, pro-Trump stories planted by non-journalists on social media. Trump,
however, has over the past year co-opted the term successfully enough so that, for many, it now primarily
refers to mainstream journalists’ supposed anti-Trump bias. Similarly, he has sought to control the narrative about the strong performance of the American economy, and last week’s passage of the rich man’s
tax cut is going to be a crucial pivot point in that narrative. The mainstream media and the American people simply cannot allow him to control it the way he has controlled the narrative on fake news.
Throughout his time in the White House, Trump has been obsessed with denigrating the accomplishments of Barack Obama (Think: “Obamacare is imploding”—it isn’t, but who knows what will happen next
year as a result of Trump’s repeal of the individual mandate and other steps taken to sabotage the health
care law). On the economy, this exchange with Fox News talking head Laura Ingraham from last month
stands as representative:
INGRAHAM: Look at the economy, are you getting the credit for this economic revival without tax cuts
through – yeah, without Obamacare repeal yet, and this is a stunning economic revival in 10 months.
TRUMP: One of the greatest in the history of our country, and I'm in here now 10 months, and we are setting record after record, day after day. I think we hit another one today. No, I'm not getting enough credit
for it.
Tax cuts – if we get this through and I think we will – you’re going to see this economy take off like a rocket
ship.
“Are you getting enough credit for all the great things you’ve done?” is, apparently, what a real journalist
asks a sitting president. To me, it sounds a lot like state-run media in a Soviet-style dictatorship. Between
that and the you-know-what-licking “prayers” being offered at recent Cabinet meetings—Mike
Pence’spraise for his boss makes Lucius Malfoy’s brownnosing of Lord Voldemort look like amateur
hour—our government is drawing closer and closer to that of North Korea, in appearance at least, but unfortunately not in terms of diplomatic relations.

President Trump kicked off his holiday weekend at Mar-a-Lago Friday night at a dinner
where he told friends, "You all just got a lot richer," referencing the sweeping tax overhaul he signed into law hours earlier. Mr. Trump directed those comments to friends dining
nearby at the exclusive club — including to two friends at a table near the president's who described the remark to CBS News — as he began his final days of his first year in office in what
has become known as the "Winter White House."
The president has spent many weekends of his presidency so far at the "Winter White House,"
where initiation fees cost $200,000, annual dues cost $14,000, and some of the most affluent members of society have the opportunity to interact with the president in a setting while many Americans cannot.
Never forget this Republican tax heist.
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Fun was had by all at the DWC 2017 Christmas Luncheon and Installation of new Officers
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Everyone Loves a Party!
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Gov. Rick Scott pulls plug on
'Project Sunburst' website with his emails
TALLAHASSEE — A highly publicized effort by Florida
Gov. Rick Scott to put his emails — as well as the emails of his
top staff — online has been quietly shuttered.
More than five years ago Scott launched “Project Sunburst”
with fanfare and called it an “unprecedented step” to give citizens a transparent window into his administration. Scott
made the decision to make public his emails several months
after he ordered an investigation into how and why emails he wrote right before he became governor were
deleted.
But this fall the main part of the “Project Sunburst” site was taken down completely. And before that happened, many of Scott's staff stopped making their emails available to the site.
John Tupps, a spokesman for Scott, said Friday the site used a version of Microsoft Outlook that is 14 years
old and that upgrading it would have cost taxpayers “tens of thousands of dollars.”
He said the administration plans in a few weeks to create an online home for those emails previously stored
on “Project Sunburst.” Tupps also promised that new emails from Scott and Lt. Gov. Carlos Lopez-Cantera
would eventually be posted as well.
“Every email hosted on Sunburst will still be available online,” Tupps said. “Also, the Governor and Lt.
Governor's emails will be posted on our website on a weekly basis where we currently post all other public
records.”
But media organizations seeking emails by Scott's top staff, including his chief of staff, will have to make
public records requests for them. When “Project Sunburst” was launched, it included emails from nearly a
dozen top aides to the Republican governor. Scott also promised to extend the project to other state agencies but that never happened.
Barbara Petersen, president of the First Amendment Foundation, a media advocacy group, praised the governor when he first started “Project Sunburst.” But she said it never lived up to the initial hype.
“After such great fanfare, it was ultimately worthless and I think most people are making requests for
emails rather than going to the governor's website,” Petersen said. “I wish Gov. Scott and his staff would
embrace sunshine rather than give it lip service through projects like this.”
Scott's decision in 2012 to make the emails public followed numerous complaints during his first year in
office from media organizations that his administration was not fulfilling public records requests in a timely fashion.
During his first year in office, Scott ordered an investigation into how emails he had written between his
election and taking office were deleted. Ultimately authorities concluded there was no evidence they were
intentionally deleted.
The embarrassing deletion of the emails prompted the GOP-controlled Legislature to pass a law requiring
the governor and other statewide elected officials to preserve and make public any documents and emails
they send between their election and the time they are officially sworn into office. Scott supported the
measure and signed it into law.

Time to take our
country back
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

rachelyoung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

941– 402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielabaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Dates to Remember:
January 9th -DWC meeting with Charlie Kennedy and taxes for our schools @
IMG monthly meeting
January 10th – We will be training for door to door at 5 PM at Vicki Waters'
home @ 2724 Florida Blvd.
January 15th- Rubonia , MLK Day of Service@ 8:00 AM. Call Pat Benson @
758-4610 if interested in helping.
January 19th - from 5-10 PM- Manatee County Fairgrounds
January 20th – March in Sarasota, meeting at the Unconditional Soldier starts
at 12:00
January 21th- 12-7 PM- Manatee County Fairgrounds
January

Door to door voter registration
Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

