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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.
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Jesus says, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth…
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” So where is your trea-
sure, or a better question, perhaps, what is your treasure. In the 
month of February, the world sets its focus on love. Do we love what 
we treasure, or do we treasure what we love?

The world takes its focus from St. Valentine, but have forgotten the 
history. St. Valentine is an early Christian martyr, whose identity re-
mains somewhat a mystery. There were numerous Christian martyrs 
named Valentine, and any number of them could have been the one 
whose name we remember every year. Regardless of his identity, 
he most likely would not recognize the current customs of Valen-
tine’s Day as being associated with him. There is one thing we can 
be confident about concerning this mysterious Valentine figure: he 
was killed for confessing his faith in Christ. And while we might view 
martyrdom as a very sad outcome for any Christian, many of the 
early Christian martyrs do not seem to have shared that sentiment. 

Early in the Church’s life, Valentine’s Day was simply a day for 
Christians to commemorate a man who, like many before him, died 
with his hope founded in Christ Jesus as his Savior. Clearly today’s 
holiday, with its exclusive focus on romantic love and the sinful cul-
ture that is often conflated with romantic love, represents a drastic 
departure from the original intent.  There is a lot of talk about feel-
ings, and hearts plastered all over the place. The treasure for many 
today is chocolates, flowers, and a whole host of things that soon 
will fade into nothing but memories. The candy may take a while to 
eat, and the flowers may live for a time, but many will move on with 
barely a thought of love for one another until another holiday rolls 
around.
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Love is good. The world misses the point a bit, as it focuses on the 
self. For the world, love is about me; how I feel, my needs, my emo-
tions, my wants, my desires. For the world, love centers on great 
you can make me feel. Due to our sinful nature, we fall into this trap 
at times as well, don’t we? Feelings are not bad. Feelings are good, 
and they are important. We have to be careful to not let feelings be 
our god. We don’t stake our understanding of God on how we feel. 
He loves us whether we feel happy, or sad, or angry, or confused. My 
emotions do not change the way God loves me.

The Bible has much to say on Love, specifically God’s Love. It should, 
the whole point of the book is Jesus. The Bible is about Jesus, not 
about you. You are not the center of God’s Holy Word. It is not about 
you, but it is for you! The work of God is done for you; for your sake 
and your salvation. 

In His Holy Word, God’s makes it very clear that love is not a feeling. 
Love is action. God is love. He does not just sit around and feel. He 
acts. He does something, and you know the actions God takes for 
you. He created you. He sustains you. He so-loved you, that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, so that whoever believes in Him will not perish, 
but have eternal life. God’s Holy Word teaches us, “This is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10)

As Children of God, you have a treasure that is laid up in heaven. 
Jesus Christ, bore the wrath of God against sin, and through His 
Word, through His work of baptism and His Holy Supper, you are 
given those gifts that cannot be taken away. You are given forgiveness 
of sins. You are given rescue from death and the devil. You are given 
life eternal.

This month, while the world frets about seeking for love that is fleeting, 
you are blessed by God’s Love, a love that is everlasting. Through this 
love you are true testaments to these words of 2 Corinthians, “So we 
do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self 
is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is pre-
paring for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we 
look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. 
For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are un-
seen are eternal. For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home 
is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.” (2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1)
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Hymn ‘Love Divine, All Loves Excelling’				    LSB 700

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88. Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87. Text and tune: Public domain

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

Newsletter Article – February 2025

“Christ’s Life, and Love, and Light”

	 Open our eyes Lord to see Your love’s intent,
   	    To know with minds and hearts its depth and height
	 May thankfulness be days in service spent
   	    Reflection of Christ’s life, and love, and light. (LSB 788)

As stewards enter the month of February, it is fitting that we look 
at the last stanza of the stewardship hymn, “Forgive Us, Lord, for 
Shallow Thankfulness” (LSB 788). It is in these words that we see 
that the heart of stewardship is indeed love. Love has flowed from 
our Lord to us in the person and work of Jesus Christ. This love is 
then to flow from us to others. Being a conduit of love is really the 
central task of what it means to be a steward. The Lord entrusts 
us with His love that reconciles us to Himself, so that we might be 
stewards of the Gospel reconciliation that is freely given through us 
to those around us. 

If we don’t see this love from God to us, then through us, to others, 
our eyes will be closed not just to the needs of those around us. 
They will also be closed to the very heart of the Gospel itself. This 
is why the hymnist prays that the Lord would “Open our eyes, Lord, 
to see Your love’s intent, To know with minds and hearts its depth 
and height.”
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Only when we are immersed in God’s Holy Word, washed in Holy 
Baptism’s life-giving water and fed on the holy, precious, body and 
blood of Jesus in the Holy Supper, will the Spirit be able to open our 
eyes to see the Lord’s loving intent for us, and those we know and 
love. Sin blinds us. It makes us think that we are the center of our 
world, and our pleasure is the key. 

In the Word, the Lord shows us the depth and height of His love. 
The depth of that love is what moved Him from His throne in heav-
en into our world. There He would don our human flesh, walk the 
dusty roads of Palestine, and set His face toward Jerusalem. Once 
there we get to see the height of His love, as He is elevated on a 
Roman cross to die a death that we deserve. But that would not be 
the end. He would be lowered into a tomb for three days. On that 
third day we then see the heights of love ascended to in His resur-
rection. This resurrection is already ours too!

The depth and height of this love poured out on us by the Holy 
Spirit then is distributed through us to others. Christ’s servant love 
is shown in our servant love. The hymn utters the prayer of every 
Christian steward: 

	 May thankfulness be days in service spent
	    Reflection of Christ’s life, and love, and light.

This is the task for which stewards were originally created. Bear-
ing the image of creation and redemption, we reflect Christ’s love 
to those around us. The light of Christ shining through us to others 
is the true stewardship to which we are called. It takes place in our 
homes. It is lived out in our workplaces and classrooms. As we bear 
the life, love and light received in Word and Sacrament, we carry it 
out in service to our neighbor and for the glory of God! 

Forgive us, Lord, when our stewardship of thankfulness is shallow 
or lacking! Fill us with Your life, love and light! Not just for us, but 
through us to those we know and love, that they may know Your life, 
love and light for them!



HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE VILLAGE CLOSET?
IT IS A NEW PROGRAM STARTED IN DECEMBER OF 2024 BY 

THE GRINNELL PUBLIC HEALTH (UNITY POINT) HERE IN 
GRINNELL. IT PROVIDES ESSENTIAL BABY ITEMS TO SUPPORT 

EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND CHILD CAREGIVERS THROUGHOUT 
PREGNANCY AND THE FIRST YEAR OF A CHILD’S LIFE.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN WILL START COLLECTING ITEMS 
FOR THIS NEW VENTURE. ITEMS BELOW MAY BE PUT IN 
THE PLASTIC BIN LOCATED IN THE CHURCH HALLWAY 

UNDER THE INFORMATION TABLE. 

BABY ITEMS NEEDED
NEWBORN - 12 MONTHS 

*3 - 6 MONTHS MOST NEEDED

DIAPERS
WIPES

BOTTLES
HOODED BATH TOWELS

WASH CLOTHS
BURP CLOTHS

BREAST FEEDING ITEMS
TOYS

IN GOOD CONDITION
BABY SWINGS
CAR SEATS
BATH TUBS

OTHER BABY EQUIPMENT
MATERNITY CLOTHES

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
BOARD OF EVANGELISM
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MEMORY WORK SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY

5th & 6th Grade Memory Work
Feb 5 — Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

Feb 12 — 1st Petition and Meaning
Feb 19 — 2nd Petition and Meaning
Feb 26 — 3rd Petition and Meaning

8th Grade Memory Work
Feb 5 — Third Article and Meaning

Feb 12 — Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and Meaning; 
1st Petition and Meaning

Feb 19 — Lord’s Prayer: 2nd and 3rd Petitions and Meanings
Feb 26 — Lord’s Prayer: 4th and 5th Petitions and Meanings
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