CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
July 4 ~ Enjoy Independence Day

Lakewood Window

July 5 ~ 8:30 and 11:00 am Worship

~ Communion

Lakewood United Methodist Church

July, 2015

~ Anointing

When you think about
July 4th, what comes
to mind?

~ At both services
July 12 ~ Baptism and New Members Join
July 15 ~ Final Run thru for VBS
July 19 ~ Baptism for New Confirmand
~12:00 pm - Decorate for VBS
~ 6:00 pm - VBS Begins
July 20 ~ 23 - 6:00 pm - VBS
July 22 ~ 11:15 am - Epilogue at Riverside
July 24 ~ First Team Leaves for Paraguay
July 26 ~ Lakewood Serving Lunch at
City Mission
July 31 ~ Second Team Leaves for Paraguay
Please keep the Paraguay Mission Team in
your prayers as they minister to the people in
Paraguay. Let their words and actions reflect
God’s Grace and Glory.

Holy Communion
Prayer and Anointing
Holy Communion will be celebrated on
July 5th this month. After both services,
we will have a brief prayer and healing
service for anyone desiring prayers and
anointing, either for themselves or for others.

Perhaps you think about a
day off from work with picnics, fireworks, and red, white, and blue flags displayed in front yards along your neighborhood
streets. Or our “Precision Lawnmower” team in last
year’s parade!
This is all good, but the one word that comes to
mind is freedom.
It is a fact that we live in the United States of America where we can voice our opinions freely, and can
vote for the people of our choice. These are very
good reasons why we should never take our freedom for granted.
But there is another real freedom we have, and we
can display it every day of the year. We have the
freedom “In Christ” to live a life to glorify Him, so
that His banner of love, truth, and peace can be
seen by all.
We can be free in our spirit to serve the Creator of
the whole universe and that is True Freedom.
Just like the flag that represents freedom, Jesus is a
banner over us, protecting and shielding us. He is
the “Glory and the Lifter of our heads” at all times.
Let freedom ring out in your heart always!
Adapted from Kathy Irwin, CBN

LAKEWOOD ATTENDANCE
The average worship attendance during
the month of June was 138. The average
worship attendance for the year is 159.

“His banner over us is

LOVE”
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Where are you going this summer, in the name of Christ?
This month several of our members are headed to Paraguay on
a mission trip, along with folks from other churches. Many people will head to the beaches for a vacation, or some of us are
headed to the woods to “get away.” But, these friends of ours
are headed to the continent of South America for one to two
weeks. That’s a long ways away. Many of them are making tremendous sacrifices to do this. Praise God for their servant
hearts.
We lift them up in prayer that God would be with them. As
we pray God’s blessings upon them, we are asking for God’s
protection and traveling mercy, yes. And also we are asking that the holy presence of the living
God be real and evident in their lives. As they visit and as they minister among the people of Paraguay, we pray that God’s love would be so evident that hearts are touched and transformed, in the
name of Jesus.
But you don’t have to go all the way to another continent to serve the Lord. Later in the
month, July 26th , a group of volunteers is going to downtown Erie to serve at the Erie City Mission.
If you have never done this before, won’t you consider doing it this time? You will meet some beautiful people, and have the experience of serving others in the name of Christ. Service “is where it’s
at.” As Christ gets into our own heart and soul, that loves seeks expression through serving others.
Call Tom Dunmire and ask for details about the Erie City Mission lunch. (836-8871) And let us pray
for these missionaries close to home as well.
I would also ask you to pray for some missionaries that are planning to serve right here in
our church building, through the ministry of Vacation Bible School. Each year we open our doors to
the children of this community inviting them to come inside and experience the love of Jesus.
Through songs, games, food, crafts and learning events, the children will have fun while also receiving the Word of God into their hearts.
Come to think of it, we are all missionaries, asked to carry the light of Christ into the world.
How are you doing that in your own life? Has God challenged/invited you to take any risks lately in
your mission and service in the name of Christ? It is when we go beyond our comfort level that we
begin to depend on God in deeper ways. That’s when our faith grows, deepens, strengthens.
As the Scripture and hymn verse put it, may we each pray, “Here I am, Lord, send me.” God
be with each of us as we go out into the world in the name of Jesus.

~ Love in Christ, Pastor Bob
Annual Conference: was held June 11-14 at Grove City College. Among the items in the order of
business was the reading of appointments for the Erie-Meadville District. I am pleased to share with
you that Bishop Bickerton has appointed me to serve as the pastor of Lakewood UMC for another
year. I am honored to serve as your pastor. This is how our system works: the bishop appoints pastors for one year at a time. So, beginning July 1, another appointment year begins, the 7 th year for
me as pastor at LUMC. I am grateful to God, to the bishop and the Lakewood UMC for this opportunity to serve Christ in this local church. May God bless our shared ministry together in the coming
year. ~ Pastor Bob
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Prayers and Sympathy
To the family of Pamela Miller who went home to be with the Lord on June 8 th. The service to celebrate her life was held at Burton’s Westlake Funeral Home on June 12 th with Rev. Lewis officiating. May God’s Holy Spirit comfort the family as they grieve and mourn.

UMW Rummage Sale
The June Rummage Sale was a huge success!
Before expenses we took in over
$2,100! Thanks so much for all the donations and all the hard work of the many volunteers.
Thanks to the U.M.M. for the help unloading cars and setting up and every one that helped with
the packing up! A special thanks to Dan Thompson for all his time & help during the whole week
of the sale. We would be lost without you! Many hands make light work! And don’t forget the
August Rummage sale. You can leave donations on the stage all summer.
We can accept items for the August Rummage Sale any time. The stage is pretty full, so please
use the classroom across from the stage to store what you bring. Remember, please no electronics! The August sale will be August 21 & 22nd. Set up will start Monday August 17th.

Next UMW Meeting .
The U.M.W. team will be having a breakfast team meeting at 9:30 am on Saturday, July 11th at
Bev Shrum’s home. The address is 3047 Laird Ave. 16505. Please bring a breakfast food to
share. All women of Lakewood are welcome! We look forward to welcoming new people and
new ideas. We will be discussing the June sale & how to improve the sale in August.

SUNSET AUXILIARY CHICKEN OR RIBS BARBEQUE & CRAFT FAIR
Wesbury’s 25th Annual Chicken & Ribs BBQ and Craft Fair will be held on Sunday, July 19,
2014, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Wesbury United Methodist Community, 31 N. Park Ave.,
Meadville, PA 16335. Admission is free and there will be a Classic Car Cruise-In, Antique Car
Show, Family Fun Zone, Outdoor Concert, Rummage Sale, Used Book Sale, Bake Sale, crafters
and vendors, indoor entertainment, costumed characters and on-campus parking. Donation for the
Chicken or Ribs meal is $10.00 and $5.00 for children age 10 & under and it is a big meal—1/2 a
chicken or good sized rack of ribs, potatoes, baked beans, coleslaw, roll & butter, lemonade, coffee
and, of course, homemade pie for dessert! Also supplied are two moist wipes to clean up after the
meal. You will see a lot of your friends from other Methodist churches there.
Did you know that pies and goodies from churches in our Erie-Meadville Conference raised
over $1,500.00 at the Chicken & Ribs BBQ & Craft Fair last year? It takes 350 pies to serve 2,100
guests. Lakewood has promised 12 pies so your help is needed! Double-crusted fruit pies, cakes,
cookies, brownies, jams, jellies, breads are good sellers at the Bake Sale. (Please no pumpkin,
custard or cream pies as refrigerator space is very limited.) Thank you for labeling your pies by flavor! Please leave your pies in the kitchen refrigerator by 8:30 a.m. on Sunday, July 19, 2014 so
Louise Giddings can get them to Wesbury on time. The goal is 625 pies this year for the BBQ and
the Bake Sale. The Sunset Auxiliary is all volunteers so 100% of the proceeds go to support our
Christian commitment to Wesbury’s residents. Thanks for helping!
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HEALTH MINISTRY
The Road to Emmaus: Walking and Wellness Campaign
Our newly formed Health Ministry Team is sponsoring a free
walking and wellness campaign during July and August. If you
are interested in participating, sign up in the narthex and take a
packet that will guide you through the seven-week journey.
Start date is July 12 and end date is August 31.
The goal of this campaign is to become more physically active and draw closer to God. Each week
will focus on a different component of well-being. The questions provided are to stimulate thought
on that particular component and help you take a closer look at how well you are doing with each
aspect of your well-being. There are specific spiritual disciplines that coincide with each week’s
questions and these are all ways to help you strengthen your faith.
You can walk alone, with a friend, or family member as well as join us here at Lakewood on Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm. We will provide two options to better accommodate physical needs of our
participants. Pam Anthony will lead a group indoors in fellowship hall. This is similar to the walking
program offered last winter for those who may have limited movement options.
The outdoor group will walk along 10th street and plan to be out for 30-40 minutes.
At the conclusion of the walk, we will take a few minutes to debrief our experiences with the specific
wellness topic for that week.
We hope you can join us for all or part of the journey.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Maria Spicher at 833-8237 or
mspicher@roadrunner.com.
May it be well with you!
Lakewood Health Ministry Team

Writers for a Devotional Booklet
Crop Walk Erie would like to provide a 40 Day Devotional leading
up to Cropwalk Erie on September 27th. We would appreciate devotionals (paragraph) and/or daily prayers as soon as possible.
Devotions should pertain to the Crop Walk such as World Hunger,
local hunger, walking in faith, trust. Please forward your material by
July 15th to diane@bethanyoutreachcenter.org.
CELEBRATION SUNSET
For a beautiful and different worship experience, go to Beach 6 West at Presque Isle on Sunday
night at 8:00 p.m. Beautiful music is played as the sun goes down. Bring your blanket or chairs –
everyone is welcome. Rev. Greg Spencer of Cochranton UMC supplies the music and gives the
message in this inspiring place in God’s creation.

****Please Sign the pew pads. It assists the Pastor.****
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LIBERTY HOUSE

REFUGE FOOD PANTRY

All of these ministries share the same need.
Food and Personal Care Items
Cereal, peanut butter, coffee, sugar, ketchup,
mustard, toilet paper, laundry soap, dish
soap, hand soap, shampoo, a variety of food
items.
Containers are in the Narthex
for your donations.

Highmark Walk Results
Thanks to the Lakewood walkers and
“virtual” walkers for their participation in the
Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community on
June 6th. A total of $ 1085 was collected for
EUMA by Lakewood individuals. We came
in 3rd place, in the contest between churches
supported by EUMA director Kurt Crays.
The total collected was approximately
$10,000 for support of the work of EUMA.
you didn’t walk this year, why not next year?

Thoughtful Words from Bishop Bickerton at Annual Conference : This business of
transforming the world takes leaders that are not just leading from within but determined
and focused on leading into the world with purpose.”
1. Care for others deeply. "Your reality is a gospel that is filled with tenderness, compassion, empathy and love even for those with whom you do not agree and, on significant occasions, do not like. And, as a result, you will be dancing on hot sand because you care
and it pierces you and, at times, it hurts,” Bishop Bickerton said. “One of your greatest
temptations will be to grow callous and hard and build up defenses that lessen the degree
to which you love. Care for others deeply!
2. Be converted as often as you convert. "There are colleagues and friends around
you today who will testify to you that this is nothing short of an endurance test. To get to
the end of the road and still have faith in the midst of constant pressure and temptation to
do otherwise is nothing short of a miracle. ..Miracles happen today.”
3. Imitate Christ "Strive for pure thoughts, kind words, controlled tempers. Seek that
which is good, pure, honest and true, and when you fail, seek forgiveness from the very
one who offered you those gifts to begin with. Imitate Christ.”
PIES NEEDED FOR WESBURY CHICKEN (& RIBS) BBQ
This 26th annual event takes place on July 19, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Besides
the ½ a chicken or rack of ribs they are famous for, the homemade pies are big
sellers. Some are cut up and served as dessert with the meal and some are sold at the
Baked Goods tent that Phil Lawton’s mother supervises. We need 12 pies from Lakewood
and would appreciate any fruit pie you would make for the BBQ. (No cream pies as refrigeration is not available) There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex/lobby so we will know
when we have enough. Thanks for supporting this fundraiser for Sunset Auxiliary so they
can do more things for the residents of Wesbury.
Lakewood is still collecting old shoes for missions until later in July. EUMA and All God's
Children Ministries/Ramps of Hope are holding the Third Annual Shoe Drive to raise funds
for our missions. Our congregation has collected over 100 pairs of old, unwanted shoes.
The shoes will be recycled through Funds2orgs, and our missions will receive money
based on a per pound rate.
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SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s
sermons
are
posted
on
our
web
site
(www.lakewooderie.org). Go to the home page and
click on the “Home” button and a menu will drop down.
Locate the link “Sermons” and click on it and a list of
sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or the
sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the
sermon will appear. You can read it on line or print it
out. June’s sermons :
June 7 -

“Family Conflict? Even Jesus Had It”

June 14 - “Even the Little Things Matter”
June 21 - “Thank God for Fathers”
June 28 - “Not Dead, But Sleeping”

Epilogue Lunch Bunch
The group is meeting July 22 at
LUMC at 11:15 am, to carpool to the
Riverside Inn.
Tennessee Back Porch Heads Neighborhood Art
House 20th Anniversary
Join the Art House celebration on Sunday, July 12, from
12 noon to 3:00 pm, for cake, ice cream and entertainment, at 201 East 10th Street. The celebration goes on
-rain or shine! Fro more information call 814.455.5508
or check our web site at www.neighborhoodarthouse.org
for more information.

Tea Time at Chautauqua
Faith Circle is sponsoring the weekly tea at the United Methodist House at Chautauqua Institution
on Tuesday, July 21st. If you are interested in helping and spending an afternoon at Chautauqua (at a discount), please contact Suzie Rosendahl @
881-7783 or rosendahlsuzie44@yahoo.com. A limited number of people are
needed.
If you can’t attend but would still like to help, we are in need of 15 dozen
homemade cookies for the tea. Please contact Doris Johnson at 833-5146
if you can bake a few dozen for us. All cookies must be brought to church
the morning of Sunday July 19th. (they can be frozen and we will thaw before Tuesday).

Financial News:
At the writing of this newsletter, your continued generosity and faithful giving has allowed Lakewood
to stay ahead of its weekly run rate to meet the year end budget. The Church is currently trending
about $2,000 ahead of schedule. Please review the weekly bulletin to track the Church's progress.
To remind, Lakewood needs about $4660 each week to meet its fixed and expected costs throughout the year.
Summer has finally come! The nice weather brings vacations, weddings and graduations.
Did you budget for these occasions or will you be shorting God this summer? Please remember
that the Church does not get to take a vacation. The Church needs your continued support.
Please continue to use your weekly envelopes or other giving methods.
Whatever is returned to God, He will return in full. If you return to God what is His He will in
turn bless you with the promise and grace that only He can provide. What could be a better incentive than this to continue your giving?
Can’t find your favorite pan or casserole dish? Check in the kitchen. On the stainless steel table is
a stack of “left -behind” plates, dishes, and pans. Please check them out and see if one of them is
the one you are looking for and take it home. Thank you from the UMW
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July
BIRTHDAYS

07/02 ESTES, Amy
07/02
07/02
07/02
07/03
07/07
07/09
07/09
07/10
07/11
07/12
07/13
07/16
07/16
07/17
07/19
07/19
07/20
07/20
07/20
07/21
07/22
07/22
07/24
07/25
07/26
07/26
07/27
07/28
07/28
07/28
07/29
07/30
07/31

HULINGS, Ellen
JAROSZEWICZ, Kathy
SHARPER, Kathy
BAKER, Rick
PENCE, Pam
JOHNSON, Alice
ROWLEY, Linda
GONTZ, Josie
ELLSWORTH, Sandra
ROUSSOS, Tony
HASLEY, Jane
BELKNAP, Ethan
ENTERLINE, Kristen
OLSON, Stacy
HESS, Sandra
SCHOEN, Clarita
CONWAY, Erin
SCHWARTZ, Brennan
SCHWARTZ, Logan
MATSON, David Allen
MOORE, Kevin
SHIRLEY, Jean
MOORE, Sonia
OLSON, Cameron
WETTEKIN, Devon
WILLIAMS, Heidi
COHLHEPP, Betty
GEIB, Mary
SCALISE, Daniel
SCALISE, James
WETTEKIN, Katlyn
LIM, Linda
PELINSKY, Joyce

Life by itself is a gift, so never forget to thank God for
it. Also, never forget to make the most of it. Happy
Birthday to you. May God bless you with abundant
peace and joy.
Lost and Found
Written by Laurel Dohanic
With my errand out of the way, I stopped off at the golf range
and bought a bucket of balls. I shoved the change into the snug
pocket of my jeans, then headed out to the range.
My husband, John, had bought me my very first set of clubs
and taught me to golf nearly twenty years ago. He had been so
patient as I hit the ball into the trees and water - everywhere but
into the hole. Once I improved John and I met at the golf course
after work to play a round.
It felt right to hit a few balls today. It would have been our fiftysecond wedding anniversary if John were still alive. Now he
stayed close to me with the reminder that hung from a chain
around my neck - a gold heart with a diamond fashioned from my
wedding band and engagement ring.
That unique pendant was my most precious possession. I never took it off. Back home I remembered the change left over from
the bucket of balls. I worked my hand into my pocket, and felt
something familiar. Something that did not belong in my pocket.
I struggled to pull it put and looked down at my hand. Sitting in
the center of my palm was - my gold heart!
I gasped as my other hand flew to my chest. The chain was
gone - it must have broken. But then how did my gold heart
make it into that skintight pocket?
Now years later, I still get teary -eyed when I remember my perfect anniversary gift. A gift from my guardian angel
Published in Angels on Earth, May/June 2015

Baptism and New Members: The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated on July 12th. Anyone
seeking the sacrament for themselves or for a child should call the pastor ASAP to make arrangements. We utilize the same order of worship in the hymnal for receiving new members as we do for
baptism, so we want to offer that choice for persons seeking to transfer their letter of membership to
Lakewood UMC, or join by profession of faith. We do have one confirmand who was not received
with his class, so we will repeat the order of worship for receiving new members on July 19th as
well. If interested, please speak to the pastor. 833-4131 or pastor@lakewooderie.org.
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PARAGUAY MISSION TEAM UPDATE
Our departure for Paraguay is fast approaching! We ask for your prayers leading up to our departure and continued prayers while we are in Paraguay. Please pray for safe travel and a successful mission of sharing God's love with children and youth in public schools. We pray that
through our Puppet Ministry, songs and testimonies, many will come to a first time or deeper understanding of their relationship with God and how much God loves them. We will also share at
the Methodist School, Nuevo Horizonte (New Horizon) and will meet with the children sponsored
by our church and individual members - Jose, Sebastian, Jennifer, Jazmin and Francisco.
Three team members, Lisa Medina, and Fred and Jackie Garnon leave Erie Thursday July
23. The remainder, Susan Hoffer, Samantha Cox, Russ and Kathy Fisher and Richard and Margueritta Estes, leave the following week, July 31. We all return together on Saturday, August
8. We are flying on Copa airlines, as American no longer goes to Paraguay. We are driving to
Washington DC, flying from Dulles to Panama to Asuncion, Paraguay. The community and Methodist school we will be serving in is an area called Lambare.

Travel Opportunities for Old Suitcases
Do you have an old suitcase that wants to go on a vacation? DO YOU HAVE
A LARGE SUITCASE WE CAN BORROW? We have a need for a few
more large suitcases (that we will bring back) in order to take with us to Paraguay as many donated items as possible. The airlines strict regulations indicate the size can not exceed 62 combined linear inches (height + length + width). Please drop
them off at church. Call Kathy Fisher,434-0433, if you have any questions.
ITEMS STILL NEEDED FOR PARAGUAY MISSION TRIP
MANY THANKS for all the donations received so far! We still have room for some more items and
hope to bless the children by taking as much as we can. ( It is best if the price tags are removed.)
A few new items not mentioned before are:
Bibles written in Spanish
Band Aids
Refreezeable ice packs (flexible preferred, for soccer injuries)
Puzzles for children under the age of 8
We still have a need for:
More new packs of construction paper
Matchbox and Hotwheels cars
Colored pencils, not crayons, Sharpies, colors (not coloring - type markers), stickers
Deflated basketball, volleyball and soccer balls.
Faith-Growing Opportunities at Mission U. Held at California University of PA, July 9-12, 2015
New “long weekend” format, Study Topics, Work Projects, Sewing Projects
Unstoppable 2015 - a weekend of fun, worship and music, learning and service, for women grade
9 to age 22. Learn the issues, find your voice and change the world! Scholarships available. See
packet of information on the table in the Narthex (lobby).
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