Vision of Youth Ministry

The goal of our student ministry is to expose teenagers to God’s love, to equip them to exalt God,
enjoy communion with other believers and experience the work of ministry.
Sean Hansen

Dear Parents,
Thank you for allowing your children to be a part of the youth ministry program at Holy Spirit Parish.
It is a gift that our parish has such an available youth program, but it is important to remember that the parish is meant to be a supplement
to the faith being given at home. One of the questions asked of the bride and groom on their wedding day is, “Are you prepared to accept
children lovingly from God and to bring them up according to the law of Christ and His Church?” Similarly, when a child is baptized, the
parents are told, “You must make it your constant care to bring your child up in the practice of the faith. See that the divine life which God
gives him/her is kept safe from the poison of sin, to grow always stronger in his/her heart.” Put simply, parenting is a huge responsibility,
and the youth ministry program exists to support, not replace, the transmission of the faith at home. “How do we do this?” you might ask.
Firstly, talk to your children about the faith! Ask how they are doing, and share with them your encounters of God. To teach your children
through your own experience can be tremendously valuable to their relationship with God and with you.
Pray! If you desire your kids to pray, the best way is for you to pray! I remember seeing my parents kneel as we would pray together as a
family before going to bed, and while I remember some of the prayers, I remember the visual of my parents kneeling in humility, asking
God to bless them and their family. Perhaps you can pray a rosary together on Sundays, or one decade before going to bed each night, or
read the Sunday Gospel together and talk about it. Pope St. Paul VI said, “Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers,
and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.” If you want your kids to be in a relationship with God, then you need to be
in a relationship with God! Often times what is important for parents becomes what is important for kids.
Know of my prayers for all of you, and I look forward to helping you raise your children to one day be saints!
Fr. Tony Klein

Religious Education and Sacramental Prep
The Religious Ed program is here to assist in the education of all children and youth in the Catholic Faith. There are many family
friendly resources that are available on our parish website. You are also welcome to check out resources at the parish. Due to
COVID-19 this year, we will be offering a few different options.
Wednesday Classes/Sunday Preschool at Holy Spirit Parish: Y ou m eet at Holy Spir it Chur ch and the students
meet in their classes. It's important that students are enrolled in Kindergarten to begin their faith formation. See class times below.
Learn at Home: Par ents ar e given the m ater ials and lesson plans for each gr ade used in th e classes at
Holy Spirit Parish and are able to teach their children at home.
Family Faith Formation: Each m o nth fam ilies pick up inter active p ack ets w ith 3 plann ed lessons design ed for
the whole family. There are also preschool lessons available.
We are so grateful for our many volunteers who serve the youth of Holy Spirit Parish! Volunteering as a teacher is a wonderful way
to share your time and talents. We would love to have you join us. Barbara and Amy

Summer trips usually
sell out
by January.
Please make sure to fill
out the intent form.

Holy Spirit is truly blessed with gifted musicians of all ages!
The youth are welcome to become involved in Music Ministry by singing/playing for Masses.
Youth, ages 3rd grade through 12th grade, are invited to sing/play for various events and Masses throughout the year.
During this time of COVID-19, we are not able to meet or sing/play in large choirs.
I am able to schedule groups of 3 to 5 singers and a few instruments at the 11 AM Sunday Masses, School Masses and other Masses
throughout the year. When we are able to meet in large groups, it is the hope that Holy Spirit will be able to resume the following groups.
Liturgical Choir (Grades 3 - 6): Holy Spirit School Students;
Children’s Choir (Grades 3 - 6): RE and Home School Students
Youth Choir: Grades 7 - 12, vocal and instrumental.
Music Ministry is an excellent opportunity for the youth to discover the beauty of sacred music and experience how beauty, sacred music,
reverence and prayer will lead to a deeper relationship and greater worship of God.

Nancy Syring

