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We firmly believe in the effectiveness and safety of vaccines to prevent serious illness and to save lives.
We recommend that all children and young adults should receive all the recommended vaccines according to the schedule published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).
We recognize that there is controversy surrounding vaccination and that the choice may be very difficult and emotional for some parents.  Therefore, we will continue to educate parents and to encourage vaccinating according to the schedule recommended by the CDC and AAP.  For patients with doubts, we encourage them to discuss their concerns with us.
Delaying or giving vaccines at an alternative schedule goes against expert recommendations and can put people at risk for serious illness (or even death).  Because we are committed to providing high quality healthcare and education to our patients, we will continue efforts to encourage patients to vaccinate.  Patients who refuse recommended vaccines will be asked to sign a “Refusal to Vaccinate” form.
If patients refuse to sign the “Refusal to Vaccinate” form for school-mandated vaccines in Pennsylvania, we will recommend that they find another health-care provider who shares their beliefs.  It will be documented in the patient chart that the parent has refused to sign the “Refusal to Vaccinate” form.  They will be given a formal letter of notification and will be given 30 days to find another provider.
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