MCCPTA Board of Directors Meeting
June 11, 2020
Zoom meeting

Cynthia Simonson, MCCPTA President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

The meeting started with a presentation “Data: per pupil spending” by Dr. Smith and Me. Dan Marella (acting MCPS CFO)

Beginning this school year, the Maryland State Department of Education will add per-pupil spending data as part of the annually published school report cards. This staff salary information factored into per-pupil spending will be the actual salary information for that school. MCPS has more variability in salaries than other counties because there is less staff turnover (wider range of experience). 

The per-pupil spending is calculated as: (school specific spending + allocated spending) divided by enrollment.  
Factors that may affect variability: number of students (economy of scale for some expenses), Title I and Focus schools, staff experience, special education services).

MCPS will send a letter when the information is posted on the website. 

There was a question about savings to MCPS when we went all online in March. Is there money to reallocate? Response- there were not profound savings in the spring. Although some categories had lower spending, there were increased costs for technology and connectivity.

After the presentation, a quorum was present. The agenda and May minutes were approved. 

The BOD voted to confirm the Gaithersburg CCs (Carolyn Garvey and Kari Primozic) and accept the resignation of Kristin Stockxhlaeder (Churchill) and Maria McClure (Clarksburg). 

Updates
Cynthia Simonson provided an update on the status of MD PTA. MD PTA President sent a letter to all local PTA presidents to let them know that National PTA placed MD PTA on probation. The letter indicates that by June 12, MD PTA should let local PTAs know how to carry out business when they cannot meet in person.  There is a MD PTA Town Hall on June 13, during which MD PTA will indicate how they plan to address the situation. It was noted that we cannot recommend PTAs follow a process that is not in compliance with MD PTAs instructions. 

All local PTAs should go ahead and pay their insurance. 

Upcoming summer MCCPTA training. Frances Frost is organizing virtual training- Presidents, Treasurers, Boardsmanship, Membership, Family Engagement, and other topics of interest. 

Officer Reports
President- Cynthia Simonson- The executive committee is selecting committee chairs. Committee chairs will need to submit reports prior to each BOD meeting and attend the meetings. 

MCPS recovery plan- There will be MCCPTA reps on the various design teams. These individuals need to keep her updated so information can be shared with the delegates. 

The Office of Shared Accountability will send a survey to MCPS parents for feedback on the past few months, requesting information about what would work in the future. 

VP Educational Issues- Rodney Peele- 
Plans for the fall will be in line with CDC recommendations, which are hard to interpret. We expect some online learning to continue. Students can keep Chromebooks over the summer. In the fall, any online learning will be more robust. 

It was noted that there was not much enrichment or acceleration in the spring. That was not the focus when MCPS went all online with short notice. Concerns were expressed that this might happen again in the fall. Evidence of learning- there is no measure for improvement in advanced students. Parents need to push for this. 

More information is needed regarding how 504s and IEPs will handled in the fall.

VP of Programs- James Modrick- James is working on virtual recognition of awardees. 
He will retrieve Reflections artwork so it can be returned to students.

VP of Advocacy- Laura Stewart- Budgets were passed by county council in the past few weeks. Some CIP projects were delayed. The only HS project delayed was Crown. Operating budget- only received Maintenance of Effort.

The planning board for subdivision staging policy met today. There is a concern that they will eliminate impact taxes and the moratorium practice. The planning board’s goals appear to be- build and don’t stop projects. MCCPTA needs a concrete response. What are our priorities in this area? We need a focused message. 

Treasurer- Khristy Kartsakalis- Khristy provided the May 31 balance in her report. The cancellation of the Celebration of Excellence has a big impact on expenses and income. Make sure personal property tax info is to MD PTA by July 15. This can be done through MemberHub. We need to select the Financial Review Committee.

Committees
Communications/Blue Book- Adam Lee- The link for Blue Book information is in his report. All board members need to complete the form.

Membership- Carrie Palsson- Local PTAs need to explore the MemberHub support. They can schedule 1:1 support meetings, if needed. About 50% of PTAs in Montgomery County have activated MemberHub, which is above the state average.

Cultural Arts- Priscilla Peterson- There are no details about the auditions and cultural arts showcase for the fall. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm

Minutes submitted by Kellie Schoolar Reynolds, MCCPTA Secretary for BOD
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