The EAGLE
FALL 2019
Dear Friends and Neighbors:
Well it is time to fall back into the
rhythm of autumn. You may be able to feel
the quickening pace as the winds cool and
blow more briskly. Kids are scurrying on to
school. Teens are settling into academic
settings, some away from home for a time.
God bless the endeavor and industry of
these days. It is fresh and hopeful.
In the last days,' God says, 'I will pour
out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy. Your young men
will see visions, and your old men will
dream dreams. Acts 2:17 NIV
As faithful Christians we are hopeful
people. Why do we sing and why we smile?
Why do we talk of unspeakable joy and of
celebration? Even in the darkness of days,
while wars rage, and injustices continue, we
have a source of life and strength that
gushes up from God’s own spring of life.
So, we teach and baptize, and serve.
We dwell in the Word and move forward in
the Spirit.

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Mona Fitch-Elliott

LEARNING FOR FAITHFUL
INNOVATION (LFI)
Learning for Faithful Innovation is a
process of discovery that we have
been participating in for the past
year. We have considered how we
are “the Body of Christ” as scripture
describes the church. We have taken
a spiritual Inventory and mused
about the results. We have watched
a video that taught us about how bias
can shape what we do and how we
think. We have wondered about
questions like: “What is God up to?”,
“What keeps you up at night?”, and
“What would you do if you weren’t
afraid?”
We are ready to move on in this deep
thinking and discovery. Now the
pastor will not be always leading
experiments. I am concerned about
the theological and biblical
information. You will be hearing a lot
more from your guiding team and the
coach. And hopefully many of you
will be participating more.
The Guiding Team is Margaret
Robinson, Bennie Andersen, Rose
Davis, Kennedy Nyangacha, and
Heather Borer.
The coach is Pastor Chris Breusehoff.
This group will be meeting for the
first time on October 5th.

St. John’s Women’s
Group

Don’t

bring

will host the
ANNUAL MURDER MYSTERY
LUNCHEON
OCTOBER 5, 20192PM
155 North St. (Gym)
Jersey City, New Jersey
Tickets $24ea./Table of 8-$20 p/person
See Annmarie Oest / Karen Ensmenger

and

The CHRISTMAS BAZAAR/Flea
Market

December 14, 2019
9am-3pm
Gifts, food, great bargains for the
holiday and all year round.

anything, but please do take
something!

 Volunteer in the office
 Youth Night
 Help with set up clean-up for
events,
 Teach Sunday School
 overnight stay for Family
Promise,
 Communion assistants,
worship assistants
 Readers
 Food Pantry volunteers (esp.
lifters on Fridays)
 Donations of food and finance
 Clean up the grounds

and

St John’s Annual Congregation
Meeting will be held on Sunday,
October 19, 2019 9-3pm
Sure, we need donations. We also
need to manage our space! There will
be a Free Market on.

November 24 immediately following
morning Worship. Please make every effort
to attend. This meeting includes discussion,
reports, and consideration of business and
mission directions of the church. Members,
in good standing, may vote when

appropriate. Lunch will be available for a
modest fee.

We ended the summer by hosting Family
Promise. This is how we support homeless
families by providing sleeping quarters and
meals in collaborative effort with area churches.

151st Church Anniversary
October 27
We will celebrate with a church
dinner in the Parish House at
1:00PM.
Come join us.

The
Summer
in
Review
We are grateful for an eventful and productive
summer. By the grace of God, we manage to
keep on keeping on, even in the midst of
turbulent times.
Locally, with Cross Roads Camp and Retreat
Center we hosted 17 youth at our weeklong Day Camp at St. John's and sent 10
youth for a week of overnight camp. This is
possible with scholarship support of our church
members and camperships from other gracious
donors. Thank you to all who contributed
money, food, and sweat equity to helping kids to
have healthy, safe, and spiritual fun this
summer. Notably, parents contributed by
participating in a fundraiser car wash event.

Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) Church
Wide Assembly (CWA)
(We are thankful for Kennedy
Nyangacha who represented us well in
Milwaukee, as a NJ Synod voting
member)
HIGHLIGHTS of CWA:
1) The celebration of the 50th
Anniversary of the ordination of women
in the ELCA.
2) A vote to make the ELCA a
sanctuary denomination, in solidarity
with refugees and immigrant.
3) A public apology for the church's
participation in 400 years of Black
Slavery (Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade).
4) The adoption of a resolution to
institute Feast Days in honor of the
Emmanuel 9 who were killed as the

studied the bible in Charleston, South
Carolina on June 17, 2015.
5) Rostered Ministers of Word and
Service will now be ordained.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
155 North St.
Jersey City, NJ 07307

