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Congratulations
to our Grower’s of the Year!
Greenhouse Grower:
Reid and Karen Gantt

Sandhills Orchid Society
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
1601 Raeford Rd.
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Next Meeting: May 9th 2017

Silent Auction May 9th Meeting; 10 cattleyas donated by Jo Borthwick … This is
your chance to take home some top quality plants .. All proceeds go to SOS….
We are pleased to announce that
our Sandhills Orchid Society website
has reached 3100 (+) views. Please
go to
www.sandhillsorchidsociety.com
and check us out!. We are posting
the monthly newsletters; there are
links to our Facebook page, a listing
of Orchid suppliers, as well as photos
of our monthly show table
. continue archive past
winners. We
newsletters so you can access
information from previous speakers.

Window Sill Growers

APRIL

ORCHID Board
1st Susan Makar
– Lysudamula Red Jewel
2nd Mei Ling Hawks
– Den Super Star

1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place

Greenhouse Growers

APRIL

3rd Mei Ling Hawks
– Den Little Sweet Scent
1st Reid and Karen Gantt
- Zygo Advance Australia ‘HOF’
AM/AOS

2nd Reid and Karen Gantt
- Phal NOID

1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place

3rd Reid and Karen Gantt
- Encyclia profuse
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Stan Hutto
I have suspected for a long time that Grow Tents and Wardian Cases are a
well-kept secret and something I should investigate. Stan’s presentation
certainly confirmed that! As I suspected, Grow Tents can be a reliable,
affordable, space-saving response to the Orchidists who doesn’t have the
space, the time, or the money for a grow-room or a greenhouse. Who knew
that you can grow 300+ plants in a 21/2 X 41/2 X 7 foot growing space??? I
now know that as I grow older, and frailer, I will not have to give up my
orchids. I can give up the greenhouse, as Stan has done, but I can continue to
grow orchids. I find that very reassuring!

Immediately after Stan’s presentation I look up Grow Tents on the internet. There certainly is no
shortage of options! Both e-Bay and Amazon offer their own versions, while specialty growers offer
multiple sizes and shapes. I also discovered that you can spend as much, or as little as your budget
allows. I saw small, simple tents for as little as $200 for the basic box. Or, you can spend several
thousand. Of course, all the bells and whistles are negotiable depending upon your preference for
basic or high tech.
Stan described his Grow Tent as “climate controlled” and as an “enclosed environment”. He has
chosen to maintain his for cool growing plants, but it would be a simple matter to adjust the lighting
and warm up the interior. Stan maintains his temperatures through an intake and output vent, and
controls these with automated switches that are set on timers. This way he is able to drop the day
time temperatures by fifteen degrees for optimum nighttime conditions. His humidity remains
between ninety and ninety-five percent. He runs this air through filters to control dust and only has
to clean the filters once a month. He uses three small fans for air movement.
Stan uses three LED lamps, placed on the floor for light, and some heat source. The LED lamps
emit only 3500 foot candles so he places his most shade loving plants lower in the tent. He noted that
plants that hang higher up also provide shade to those on the lower levels. Plants needing higher
light are hung higher up, closer to the eight four foot long florescent tubes that hang over the top of
the tent. He use two white tubes, as well as a one red and one blue, which gives the interior of the
tent a purple cast. All the lights are on timers and set to turn on and off at twelve hour intervals,
providing effective night and day as it is experienced at the equator where many of Stan’s plants are
from. Stan has chosen to grow cloud forest plants, plants from higher elevations that experience
nightly dew and lots of rain. Because of the air movement provided by the fans, Stan reports no
fungal problems.
The tent itself is rubberized, and many on the internet described their interior walls as Mylar. Stan
pointed out that the floors are sealed and waterproof so no humidity escapes onto your
flooring. The materials are all insulated and double layered. His just happens to be in a room in his
house. You could place one anywhere, including a garage or a bathroom or bedroom.
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Stan said that most of his plants are in two inch pots, in sphagnum moss. He has some three to
four inch plants as well. By staggering the light levels, and hanging the plants on the three fixed
walls as well as racks suspended from the ceiling, Stan has found space for over 300 plants. He
seems to feel he is confined to miniature plants. I see no reason why one couldn’t grow larger
plants as well in such a space. You would need to adjust the humidity levels significantly, and of
course you would have room for far fewer plants. Stan did make the point that the plants grow best
when the Tent is full, because the plants create their own environment. Because the surface
material on the interior walls of the tent is shiny (it is made of a plastic called Mylar) light reflects off
the walls. Stan moves plants around depending upon their light requirements but mostly hangs
mounted material off the walls.
Stan said that with his present set-up, he is able to water once a day, and that it takes him only
five to ten minutes. He is even able to remain seated as he does this, a significant consideration for
someone with back problems. Stan is also assisted by the fact that he has a battery operated,
motorized pressure tank that he uses to spray the plants. He said he waters from the bottom of the
tent towards the top, to minimize water running back down over the plants. On hot days he also
mists the interior of the tent, after watering.
When displaying his plants, as he did at the Triad Orchid Society Show last November, Stan uses a
”reptile terrarium” tank. These are readily available, in assorted sizes, at any pet store. I was at
PetSmart this weekend and they had an enormous tank on sale for $250. If you use a tank like this,
you need to add a lid and fans for air movement. You also need to put plastic egg crate material on
the bottom. Otherwise these are very simple to set up. Stan has a very elaborate case, with double
doors that swing open and a fabricated material on the back wall that looks like rocks. When the
plants are tucked into the nooks and crannies on the wall, they truly do appear to be growing on
rocks in the case. Stan lights this case with three LED lights attached to the top of his case and
claims that the temperature in the tank is five degrees cooler than the surrounding temperatures in
the room. He did caution that the ballasts for the light fixtures not be placed in or on the tank as
they generate too much heat. His are suspended above the case. Of course there are companies
that manufacture display cases like Stan’s. You can find them on the internet. One brand name Stan
mentioned was Orchidium. There are several others available, just look up Wardian cases.
In Fayetteville, there is a shop that specializes in hydroponic growing materials, named Flo & Grow.
They carry all the materials you would need to set up an enclosed growing space such as Stan
described. They also carry fertilizer and other materials. Check them out.
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Dr. Harry Gallis Orchid Biography
Harry A Gallis MD is a native of Athens, GA, and graduate of Duke University
School of Medicine where he practiced and taught internal medicine and
infectious diseases for 21 years. He then moved to Charlotte in a medical
education position with Carolinas Healthcare System and moved back to
Durham in 2012. While mostly retired since 2008 he continues to do part time
consulting and teaching.
He began growing orchids in 1980, initially purely as a hobbyist, ultimately
growing his collection to a small commercial backyard operation with 3500
plants. He was very active in Triangle Orchid Society and worked with Jack
Webster and other members of Triangle to host an AOS/EOC meeting in
Raleigh in 1993. Upon moving to Charlotte in 1994 he downsized to
approximately 1200 plants in an 800 square foot greenhouse and was an
Dr. Harry Gallis
active member of NC Piedmont OS. He has also been a member of the AOS
since 1980, entered the AOS judging program in 1991, has chaired the
Carolinas Judging Center, served as AOS judges’ training coordinator, AOS
Trustee from 2004-2010 and 2013-16, and as Chair of the Judging Committee
of AOS from 2010-14.
He left the board in April 2016 but continues to serve as an Honorary Vice President, member of the AOS
Development Committee, Governance Committee and Orchids Editorial Board and is now President of the
Triangle Orchid Society.
His plants have received 54 AOS awards. Recently three of his own hybrids have received AOS awards:
Den Alex Gallis, Den Sara Gallis and Rct Savannah Hope Gallis. He has registered two other hybrids by
others that have received AOS awards: Rlc Lisa Taylor Gallis and C Susie’s Valentine. His collection consists
primarily of Cattleyas and Dendrobiums. His favorite plants are midsize and miniature Cattleyas and big
and tall antelope Dendrobiums which he grows in a 300 square foot greenhouse.

Speaker List 2017:

 Refreshments for the May meeting are being supplied by
Susan Makar
Jane Squires
Maureen Running
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SOS On the Move

SOS display within the
Garden room.

Jason Harpster and Curtis Richie present and
display at Weymouth.

Sandhills Orchid Society visits and displays at
Weymouth

The story of Weymouth began in the early 1900s when James Boyd, Sr. of
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, purchased over 1200 acres at the request of his daughter
Helen Boyd Dull to save the longleaf pine forest from the destruction of the
turpentine industry.

The Georgian mansion that we know today was built in 1922 by his grandson,
author James Boyd and his wife Katharine. Here they hosted literary greats, founded
the Moore County Hounds, and influenced the design of a community.

Officers of the Sandhills Orchid Society
President
Curtis Richie
Vice President & Newsletter Editor
Joy Lemieux
Treasurer
Susan Makar
Secretary
Richard Webb
Past President & AOS Rep
Van Ewert
Member at Large Ursula Cables
Member at Large Jean Curtin
Member at Large Edie Liepins
Member at Large Jane Squires
Member at Large Ray Makar
Member at Large CeSea Lawson
Sandhills Orchid Society email address:

910 949 7233 crichie121@embarqmail.com
919 499 1947 joylemieux@windstream.net
910 867 0217 samakar1516@yahoo.com
910 308 0223 rwebb@nc.rr.com
(2015)
910 568 5915
910 425 7181
910 485 3072
910 484 9345
910 433 2885
910 867 0217
910 487-1733

wvewert@yahoo.com
UCables@msn.com
ljcurtin@hotmail.com
eliepins@nc.rr.com
jsquires4@nc.rr.com
asotmgr1@hotmail.com
midewiwin@live.com

(2016)
(2017)

(2018)
(2017)

orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com
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Upcoming Events:
There are a number of Orchid Events coming up this year:
The 2017 American Orchid Society Members Meeting, May 17th – 21st in Homestead, FL.
The 2017 Redland International Orchid Festival, May 19th – 21st in Homestead, FL.
Orchid Digest Speakers Day, June 10th, San Marino, CA
The International Paphiopedilum Association Symposium, July 14th – 15th, Philadelphia, PA.

The Orchid Book Review Corner
Van Ewert, Reviewer

Orchids and their Conservation By Harold Koopowitz
Published in 2001 by Timber Press, this Book and its 15 Chapters covers a
myriad of information. Mr. Koopowitz has great concern for the preservation
and safety for the environment that these plants exist in. Deforestation in
many areas of the world have indeed reduced the number of species
available and quite possibly allowed some species to become extinct. It is
difficult to monitor populations of orchid species as some areas of the planet
are not easily reached or political positions of some countries may hamper
any attempts to do any real evaluation of various ecosystems.
The complexity of some ecosystems would not support simply fencing off a few acres of forest or
meadows for the preservation of those desired species would not really support any requirements.
Overall interaction with all elements of the environments is needed to ensure the viability of the orchid.
Loss of pollinators would also doom the orchid’s survival. Orchid seed is fine and tiny – perhaps one of 1
million seed would become a mature plant and this would take years – time that the environment is
deteriorating. Mr. Koopowitz covers these subjects thoroughly; looking at the need for orchid species, In
Situ and Ex Situ conservation, the effect of CITIES regulations [even suggesting that the bureaucracy, and
a lack of knowledge by inspectors seriously restricts the desired use of CITIES – in some cases preventing
ALL orchids from being processed or using chemicals that actually kill the orchids, as well as any pests
that might be present], and he devotes an entire chapter to CITIES & Paphiopedilums. If you are an
admirer of Paphiopedilums, you need to read this chapter! Unfortunately, greed and overexploitation of
orchids has spelled the end of many available species. This book is definitely worth having in any serious
orchid grower’s collection. Harold Koopowitz is recognized as one of the world’s leading experts on
orchids; is a professor in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the University of
California. He also is a long standing member of the conservation committee of the American Orchid
Society and additionally a member of the Orchid Specialist Group of the Species Survival Commission.
Respectfully submitted, Van Ewert,
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Sandhills Orchid Society
Membership Form for 2017
Sandhills Orchid Society Membership Application (please return this with membership dues
payment)
The Sandhills Orchid Society is non-profit organization for the promotion and conservation of
orchids. The society meets in the assembly hall at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 1601 Raeford Road,
Fayetteville, NC. (There is no affiliation between the society and the church).
The society meets the Tuesday following the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm. The
assembly hall usually opens at 6:30 for an informal half hour of socializing, light snacks and viewing of
the display plants. The formal portion of the meeting consists of society business followed by a guest
speaker, many of them from out of state or even from other countries. These qualified speakers frequently
bring plants for sale, providing us the opportunity to add unique, new orchids to our collections!
Yearly dues are $20 for an individual and $25 for a family.
We believe we have a good society, and we need you to help us make it better. Please join us!
Please bring your application and payment to any society meeting or mail it to our treasurer once
you have filled it out and send to… Susan Makar [Treasurer], Please come visit us on the web:
www.sandhillsorchidsociety.com

For further information, contact Curtis Richie, SOS President
email crichie121@embarqmail.com or email orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com
***************************************************************

Name:
Spouse:
Address:
Phone (Day)
Email Address:

City: ___
(Evening)

State: ___ Zip: _____

How many orchids do you currently grow?
Do you grow in the following? (Circle)
Windowsill

Under "lights"

In a greenhouse

