
June 27, 2021 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE: Bunessan (Anonymous) 
 
MEDITATION 
 

Can You Imagine? 
by Mary Oliver 

 
For example, what the trees do 
not only in lightning storms 
or the watery dark of a summer’s night 
or under the white nets of winter 
but now, and now, and now—whenever 
we’re not looking.  Surely you can’t imagine 
they just stand there looking the way they look 
when we’re looking; surely you can’t imagine 
they don’t dance, from the root up, wishing 
to travel a little, not cramped so much as wanting 
a better view, or more sun, or just as avidly 
more shade—surely you can’t imagine they just 
stand there loving every 
minute of it, the birds or the emptiness, the dark rings 
of the years slowly and without a sound 
thickening, and nothing different unless the wind, 
and then only in its own mood, comes 
to visit, surely you can’t imagine 
patience, and happiness, like that. 

 
  



GATHERING SONG: Morning Has Broken (ELW 556) 

 

 
GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the prayers of your 
people. Be our strong defense against all harm and danger, that we may 
live and grow in faith and hope, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens (ELW 771) 
 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
THE WORD: Galatians 5 – Andrea Peoples 
1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

2Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, 
Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3Once again I testify to every man who 
lets himself be circumcised that he is obliged to obey the entire law. 4You 
who want to be justified by the law have cut yourselves off from Christ; 
you have fallen away from grace. 5For through the Spirit, by faith, we 
eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 6For in Christ Jesus neither 



circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing that 
counts is faith working through love. 

7You were running well; who prevented you from obeying the truth? 8Such 
persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9A little yeast 
leavens the whole batch of dough. 10I am confident about you in the Lord 
that you will not think otherwise. But whoever it is that is confusing you 
will pay the penalty. 11But my friends, why am I still being persecuted if I 
am still preaching circumcision? In that case the offense of the cross has 
been removed. 12I wish those who unsettle you would castrate 
themselves! 

13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 
become slaves to one another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a 
single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 15If, 
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another. 

16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For 
what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires 
is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent 
you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: 
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you 
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is 
no law against such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also be guided by the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, 
competing against one another, envying one another. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD:  
June Condra, piano and Cheryl Miller, Flute 
 



CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815) 

  
 
 
 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Craig and Jessica Lichtenstein 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

God of hope, the ministry of your church extends across borders, from 
nearby neighbors to far and distant countries. Accompany all those who 
labor eagerly in service of the gospel, that through your good news all 
might experience transformation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for the air we breathe, the water we 
drink, the land that provides our food. Guard all species of plants and 
animals from harsh changes in climate and empower us to protect all you 
have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Righteous God, we pray for nations and their leaders. Give them a spirit of 
compassion and steer them towards a fair distribution of resources; that 
none among us would have too much or too little. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of healing, your touch has the power to make us whole. We pray for 
those suffering from physical or mental illness. Embrace those who are 
sick. Surround them with your unwavering presence. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for this assembly and all those gathered together in worship. 
Revive our spirits, renew our relationships, and rekindle our faith, that 
we might experience resurrection in this community. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



We give thanks for the faithful ancestors in every age whose lives have 
pointed us towards you. Envelop them in your love, that we may be 
reunited with one another in the last days. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
OFFERTORY: We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479) 

 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 
called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your 
body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of 
your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and 
well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to 
form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his 
victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside 
become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the 
earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
  



LORD’S PRAYER – Linda Chapman 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us 
to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
  



SENDING SONG: Go to the World (ACS 991) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: Holy Manna (Mark Hayes) 
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