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An auspicious occasion: the new Publix is open!

Oh Happy Day! L-R, City Manager Jones; Council members Thomas, Masters and
Brooks; Port of Palm Beach Commissioners Enright and Richards; County Clerk Bock;
Photo Credit: Diana DiMeo
CRA Director Brown and Publix officials.

O

n November 10 at 6:45 a.m., Publix officially returned
to Riviera Beach with the grand opening of its new store
on Blue Heron Boulevard just west of the bridge. Mayor
Thomas A. Masters cut the ceremonial green ribbon. Assisting
the Mayor were several other members of the City Council, City
Manager Ruth C. Jones, CRA Director Tony T. Brown and others.
Publix has invested $12 million in the 30,000-square-foot store,
which will employ about 100 full- and part-time workers. It joins
Save-A-Lot and Winn-Dixie as major grocery stores in the City.

Publix on opening day, Nov. 10. 			

Photo Credit: Diana DiMeo

See page 4 for

Facts on Publix

City is a business magnet
Strong industrial,
manufacturing base continues
to grow
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City receives state award for hiring the disabled
Councilwoman Billie Brooks brought program to City

B

efore two Congressmen, two county commissioners, several
city council members from at least three cities and a full audience at Florida Atlantic University’s Faculty Club, Senovia
Thomas stood at the microphone and thanked the City of Riviera
Beach for her job.
The City had just been given an award for its commitment to hiring people with mental and physical disabilities through the
state Vocational Rehabilitation on-thejob training program.
Ms. Thomas, who
suffers from Sickle
Cell Anemia, is one
of two hires the City
L-R, Human Resources Director Doretha Perry, VR Client has made since startSenovia Thomas; Councilwoman Billie E. Brooks; and
ing the program in
HR Administrator Shavona Sims with awards.
April. She works in
the Department of Human Resources. The first trainee hired, Sean Gar-

rett, worked in the Police Department.
““I am so thankful the City of Riviera Beach looked past my disability and saw my ability,” Ms. Thomas said.
Besides the City, the state agency also gave awards to: the Palm
Beach Kennel Club; A.R.E. Utility Construction in Lighthouse Point;
Canada House Beach Club in Pompano Beach; and Publix Super Markets, Inc.
Human Resources Department Director Doretha Perry and Human Resources Administrator Shavona Sims received the award on the
City’s behalf. Councilwoman Billie E. Brooks, who brought the state
program to the City, told the audience that her work with the disabled
was the basis for her interest.
“My prayer was that, when I was elected, I would be able to use
the power of the position to make a different in the lives of people with
disabilities,” she said. “I am so pleased to see the program has been a success and to know that others have been willing to take a chance to work
with disabled people.”
Of Ms. Thomas, Ms Sims said: “She is a very hard worker with a
willing spirit.”
For more information on the program, call Human Resources at 561-840-4880.

Newsletter is a winner

The Riviera, our City newsletter, has won a statewide design award!

T

he Printing Association of Florida (PAF) picked our eight-page
quarterly as “Best of Category” at its recent annual convention in
Orlando. THE PAF is the largest graphics and print trade organization
in the state with 400 member companies.
Our representative at Franklin Communications, a PAF member
that prints the newsletter and submitted it for the award, said the
judges chose The Riviera because of its clean, simple design and
smart use of one color—not as flashy, but less expensive.
We should be proud.

This publication is completely
produced by Marian Dozier,
legislative aide to Council
members Brooks and Lowe, and
volunteer correspondent David
“Scoop” Cross, a City resident and
writer/editor extraordinaire, with
the support of the City Council and
City administration.

City scholarship winners!
Despite a difficult funding year,
28 City residents who are
now studying at colleges and
universities across the country
are each the recipient of a $1,000
education scholarship.
Now in its 14th year, the City
of Riviera Beach Education
Scholarship Fund was created
by the City Council to encourage
City students to further their
educations. It has provided more
than $200,000 in scholarships
since its inception.
This year, financial support comes
from the City’s Outside Agency
Funding Program; the West Palm
Beach Fishing Club; Faith, Hope,
Love, Charity; the community
benefits funds of Council Chair
Judy L. Davis, Councilman
Shelby L. Lowe and Council
Pro-tem Billie E. Brooks.

Additionally, Councilwoman
Brooks raised $3,000 separately
to fund three of the scholarship
recipients via the Bobbie Brooks
Memorial Scholarship Program,
which she created this year. The
three recipients all live in her
district. They are noted below with
asterisks.
Because of continuing budget
constraints, it is unclear if the
scholarship program will continue.
For more information, call the city
manager’s office at 561-845-4010.
Scholarship winners for the 201112 school year are:

Freshmen
Jordan Baker – Florida A&M
University (FAMU), Tallahassee
Mark Brown* – New Mexico State
University, Las Cruces, NM
James Coachman II – Florida
Atlantic University (FAU), Boca Raton
Jeremy Coachman – Julliard
School, New York, NY
Jerica Coachman – Florida
International University (FIU), Miami
Regis Frazier – Palm Beach State
College (PBSC), Lake Worth
Jana Hutchinson – FAU
Kierra King – FAMU
Trenda McDonald – PBSC
David Moore* – Berklee College
of Music & Technology, Boston MA
Marques Napier – FAMU
Raven Pierce – FAMU
Lakiah Robinson – Bethune
Cookman University (BCU),
Daytona
Dariel White – FAMU

Sophomores
Regina Cleveland – PBSC
Meshel Fergusson – BCU
Renquel Howard – BCU
Katelynn Woodfork – FAMU
Juniors
Jasmine Govan – FAMU
Rashean Graham* – FAU
Crystal Love – University of Notre
Dame, South Bend, IN
Ashley Paulk – BCU
Sarah Widlansky – University of
Florida (UF), Gainesville
Isaiah Stewart – Hampton
University, Hampton, VA
Seniors
Kimberly Allison – FAU
Sheerin Feize – FAU
Tiahna Freeman – Lane College,
Jackson, TN
Jabari Taylor – UF
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Brazilian firm, like others, chooses Riviera Beach

R

iviera Beach became home to a Brazilian manufacturing firm
earlier this month—its first U.S. location—with plans to hire
75 people.
At a morning press conference, one of the two owners of Sao
Paulo-based America’s Natural Caffeine Co., Luis Goldner, was formally
welcomed by officials from the City and the Port of Palm Beach, plus
county and state commerce and political leaders. The company plans to
invest $25 million to set up operations in an existing 450,000-squarefoot facility at the Port. The Port is located within the CRA district.
Kelly Smallridge, CEO of the county Business Development
Board, co-ordinated the effort to bring the company to town—with help
from many others, including Gov. Rick Scott and City Manager Ruth
C. Jones.
“It’s a real coup for not only the City, but also the county and the
state,” Ms. Smallridge said at the press conference.
The company will produce a natural caffeine food supplement
derived from a Brazilian fruit called guarana. The supplement will be
sold to the food and beverage, chemical and pharmaceutical industries.
Production is expected to begin by summer of 2012.

Why Riviera Beach?
continued from page 1

In a post-ceremony interview, Business Development Board
CEO Kelly Smallridge outlined some of the advantages our
City provides to prospective manufacturing firms. These
include easy access to:
• U.S. and world markets via the Port of Palm Beach;
• t he state’s two major railroads, the FEC and
the CSX;
• the federal highway system via I-95; and
• Palm Beach International Airport.
Plus—and these are key—availability of inexpensive
industrial buildings, an affordable workforce and a
sound infrastructure.

City, CRA win design award
for Ocean Mall

O

ur exciting new Ocean Mall was
recently honored by the Florida
Redevelopment Association at its
annual conference in Orlando in October.
The association of planners, developers and
preservationists gave the 60,000-square-foot
, four-building beachfront plaza its top award
for “Outstanding Rehabilitation, Renovation
or Reuse Project,” pointing out that the
development “transformed” the mall from “a
rundown eyesore into treasured amenities that
are thoroughly enjoyed.”

From the new Publix (page 1)
to the redo of Riviera Beach
Heights (page 5) and all the
news on page 3, our CRA has
been busy.

What is the CRA?

City Profile

Council Chair Judy L. Davis
re-presented the award to the City
at the November 2 City Council
meeting. Joining her were Joey
Eichner, president of Catalfumo
Development; CRA Director Tony
T. Brown, and Mary McKinney,
director of the City’s Department
of Community Development. The
Receiving award in Orlando. Back row: CRA staffers Toccarra
Ocean Mall is within the CRA
Thomas, Michael Haygood, Scott Evans and Tony Brown, and City
district.
staffer Mary McKinney. Front row: Council members Billie E. Brooks,
Judy L. Davis and Shelby L. Lowe.

T

he Riviera Beach Community Redevelopment
Agency district was established in 1986
consistent with the Florida Community
Redevelopment Act. Its fundamental purpose is
to facilitate redevelopment in an area that has
been determined to be slum and blight; each
municipality is given latitude in this determination.
It operates under the City’s umbrella and is funded
by a combination of county and City property
taxes, based on a formula which takes into
account the changes each year since 1986 in
property values within the district. Revenues for
2010-11 were $5.1 million.
The RBCRA has five employees. The

CRA director brings history of success with him
Tony T. Brown, an expert in economic development financing
and a former banker, joined the RBCRA as its executive director
in September 2010. He has a distinguished record of
achievement in the field of community development and
finance. Indeed, Mr. Brown has dedicated his life’s work
to transforming communities by helping businesses and
other stakeholders secure capital to finance real estate
Tony T. Brown
development projects and create jobs across the U.S. His

boundaries of the district enclose 858 acres—about
17 percent of the City’s eight square miles—and
include Ocean Mall, the Marina district, 188 acres
of the Port of Palm Beach and the neighborhood
of Riviera Beach Heights. It also includes the new
Publix and the Ritz-Carlton on Singer Island.
The current CRA Plan identifies a series
of strategies and site-specific development
recommendations, and is largely based on the
joint CRA/City Citizen’s Master Plan. Major projects
underway include the new Municipal Marina, the
upgrade of Broadway and revitalization of Riviera
Beach Heights.
For more information, call the RBCRA at 561-844-3408.

career includes many high-ranking positions in Florida’s banking
industry, head of the much-lauded Cincinnati, Ohio-based Uptown
Consortium and a major post in the U.S. Department of Treasury,
to which he was appointed by then-President George W. Bush.
Mr. Brown, 51, has a bachelor’s degree in international affairs
and business and a master’s degree in business administration,
both from Xavier University in Ohio. He is married and has
a daughter.
The Riviera • Fourth Quarter 2011 •
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Department Briefs

Updates on the work of your City government
Firemen awarded for ‘heroic actions’
Driver Engineer Paul White and Firefighter Paramedics Charles Sunser,
Copeland Couric and Andrew Chada were each given Fire Rescue’s
Award of Valor by Interim Fire Chief Peter LeDuc at the October 5
City Council meeting. The firefighting personnel were nominated
following their heroic actions in September when they rescued a
wheelchair-bound resident who had become stuck on the railroad tracks
at 13th Street and Old Dixie Highway—as a northbound train was fast
approaching. The personnel, under pressure of certain death, were able
to free the resident with mere seconds to spare. Well done, indeed.

Got an emergency? Hope your
property is numbered
The Code Enforcement Division wants you to know
address numbers are required on all homes and
businesses in the City. Easily readable numbers allow
emergency responders to find locations more quickly.
The minimum height is four inches. If address
numbers are placed at the back of a given property,
the numbers must face the street or alley. If there
is a fence—whether solid, wood or screened—the
numbers should be attached to the fence. For more information, call
code enforcement at 561-882-3505.

Youngster wins Library
reading challenge
Five-year-old City resident Artaija Thomas
won the annual McDonald’s Reading Challenge
in September during the Municipal Library’s
Card Sign-Up month. Her gift bag of goodies
included several items from your friend and
mine, Ronald McDonald. Congratulations,
young lady. Children’s Librarian Sharmain
Arnold presented Artaija her award, right.

Holiday public
safety starts
with the public
City Police Chief Clarence
D. Williams and the police
department want to
remind all residents to, as
we approach the holiday
season, please take a
moment to think safety first.
Follow the tips below and
share them with your friends,
family and neighbors.

Chief Clarence D. Williams

2. D
 o not leave non-occupancy clues, such as outdoor
lights burning all day or piled-up newspapers and
mail. Use a light timer when away and ask a neighbor
to pick up your mail and newspapers.

Valencia Y. Stubbs is the City’s new assistant city attorney. Ms. Stubbs
has been an attorney for 12 years. She has worked for a number of law
firms and was last employed by Brown & Associates, P.A. in the City.
She has also served as staff attorney for The Honorable Carole Y. Taylor
at the Fourth District Court of Appeal in West Palm Beach. Ms. Stubbs
is a graduate of the University of Central Florida in Orlando and earned
her Juris Doctorate from Nova Southeastern University’s Shepard Broad
Law Center in Fort Lauderdale. She is married and the mother of two
sons. Welcome, Ms. Stubbs.

Want to do business with City? Here’s how
The Department of Purchasing buys millions of dollars in goods and
services each year on behalf of the City. If you’d like to do business
with the City, complete the online vendor registration to be eligible
for contracts. The department has a list of open solicitations, which
can be viewed on its webpage at http://www.rivierabch.com/purchasing.
asp?page=3. Or, call 561-845-4180 for more information.

3. D
 o not connect exterior holiday lights using an
extension cord running through unlatched
windows. Hire someone to install an inexpensive
exterior outlet.
4. D
 o not leave descriptive telephone messages
advising callers the family is away.
5. D
 o not place packaging from new expensive items
exposed on the trash pile. Break them down and
place them in garbage bags for regular pickup.
As Chief Williams would say, the very best tip for
holiday safety is the simplest: “If you see something,
say something” by calling the police at
561-845-4126. On behalf of the men and women
of the Riviera Beach Police Department and
Chief Williams, we wish you a happy and safe
holiday season.

continued from page 1

• F
 ounded in 1930 by the late George W. Jenkins in Winter Haven, Fla.
• L
 argest employee-owned retail grocery supermarket chain in the U.S.
• O
 ne of Top 10 largest-volume supermarket chains in the U.S., with
$25 billion in sales in 2010
• F
 lorida’s largest single employer
with 150,000 employees

Free tutoring is available through the City’s Youth Empowerment
Program (YEP) from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday at
program offices at Lindsey Davis Community Center. Services include
all levels of Math, reading literacy and comprehension and ACT
preparation. Call the YEP office at 561-840-0135 or check out the new
YEP website at www.rivieraYEP.com for details.

1. D
 o not allow Christmas trees and gifts to be easily
visible from the street.

New assistant city attorney hired

Facts on Publix

City teen program offers free tutoring,
has new website

• R
 epeatedly labeled by Forbes magazine as a Top 100 best place to
work in the U.S.
• M
 ore than 1,080 U.S. store locations with the greatest number in
Florida—739—followed by Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina and
Tennessee
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Happenings
New place to dine on Singer Island
Councilwoman Dawn S. Pardo (below, fourth from left), helps cut the
celebratory red ribbon at the newest business in her District 4, Dolce
Vita Café, an Italian bakery and sandwich shop at 1271 E. Blue Heron.
Mayor Thomas A. Masters (second from left) is also shown along with
the café’s owners and managers.

YouthBuild has new partners,
donations—and an upcoming
fundraiser
Riviera Beach YouthBuild (RBYB)
recently announced an exciting partnership
with WELBRO Building Corp. and The
Morganti Group, two firms involved in phase
two construction of Marriott’s Oceana Palms
vacation villas on Singer Island.
WELBRO is providing RBYB participant
Xavier Davis with a year-long work-study
apprenticeship and Morganti will likely
offer a similar experience. Each company
is donating $5,000 to the program, which
provides youth ages 18-24 job-training and
education opportunities. In the last year,
program participants have rehabilitated 35
homes of low-income seniors in the City.

City Hall closed last Friday of
each month
City Hall, the Municipal Library and other general operations
(such as Human Resources, Code Enforcement and other City offices
located at the Port Center) will be closed the last Friday of each
month (unless the date falls on a holiday) through September 30,
2012, the end of the fiscal year. These furlough closure dates are part
of the City’s continued cost-cutting efforts. Call Human Resources at
561-840-4880 for more information. The scheduled closure
dates are:
December 23,
January
27,
February 24,
March
30,

2011
2012
2012
2012

April
May
June
July

27,
25,
29,
27,

2012
2012
2012
2012

August
31, 2012
September 28, 2012

From left, WELBRO Project
Manager Darick Bennet and
Xavier Davis, RBYB participant,
at construction site of Oceana
Palms on Singer Island.

RBYB was introduced to the City by its
passionate advocate, Council Chair Judy
L. Davis. Look for her at RBYB’s second
annual fundraiser from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, December 10 at Two
Drunken Goats Beach Cantina at the Ocean Mall. RBYB will raffle off a
$3,200 backyard tiki hut! For tickets or information, call 561-299-0942
or email rbyouthbuild@gmail.com.

Horses as Mentors? YEP!
In the Palm Beach Post Oct. 22, there was a lovely article about five
girls from the City’s Youth Empowerment Program (YEP) who attended
Nature Speaks, a Jupiter program founded by a City resident that uses
horses to develop leadership and bonding. Councilman Shelby L. Lowe
collaborated with YEP Director Valerie Grimsley on the project and
funded the trip. “It was amazing,” Grimsley said. Next YEP adventure
provided by Lowe: boating. To read the Post article, click http://www.
palmbeachpost.com/news/riviera-beach-teens-learn-about-horses-strangesmells-1928722.html.

Congressman
West visits
Singer Island

It’s a party!

More than 100 people attended
a Town Hall meeting Nov. 9 on
Palm Beach Shores sponsored
by Rep. Allen West, our area
representative in Congress. A
narrated slide presentation was
followed by a lively Q-and-A
session.
Mayor Thomas A. Masters, Councilwoman Dawn S. Pardo
and Rep. Allen West
Photo credit: Jessica Pinsky

Join Councilwoman Dawn S. Pardo’s
Mingle & Jingle 5th Annual Toy Drive
from 6 to 11 p.m. on December 8 at
Johnny Longboats on the Beach.
Bring an unwrapped toy – and get a
free drink coupon! If you’re a parent or
caregiver and need Christmas toys, call
her office at 561-845-3683 by Dec. 9.

Plans for south end redo closer to reality

T

he $2.7 million plan to revitalize Riviera Beach Heights recently
heard residents’ thoughts and opinions.

At Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church in October, the Riviera
Beach Community Redevelopment Agency (RBCRA) conducted
a charette—a presentation that seeks input from stakeholders in
and around a given area. Councilman Cedrick A. Thomas led the
discussion; the neighborhood lies in his District 3.
Riviera Beach Heights is the area bounded by West 10th Street, West

6th Street, Australian Avenue and Old Dixie Highway.
About 60 people attended, and were divided into ‘block specific’ groups
to share their thoughts. Each group presented its conclusions to the
entire audience. The CRA collected the feedback and will add it to
deliberations about the neighborhood’s master plan.
The finished plan is expected to be presented to the City Council in late
January 2012. The final draft is to be concluded by mid-February and
construction is expected to start later that year.
The Riviera • Fourth Quarter 2011 •
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Meet the new City Council office staff!

A

s of October 1, the start of fiscal year 2011-12, there
were staff changes in the Legislative Office. Senior Staff
Assistant April Baker and Executive Secretary Maryann
Guarascio are now working, respectively, in the Police
Department and the Utility District. Ms. Baker had worked
for the City Council for more than 10 years; Ms. Guarascio,
nearly four.
In their place, the City Council hired four part-time
legislative assistants, allowing each Council member to have
their own support staffer. Council members Lowe and Brooks
jointly retained Legislative Aide Marian Dozier.
We bid a fond farewell to Ms. Baker and Ms. Guarascio and
a warm welcome to Debie LeBlanc-Isaacs, Debrah Hall, Janny
Michieka-Lobosky and Jessica Pinsky. Meet them below.

Council Chair Davis

D

ebrah Hall is the legislative assistant to
Council Chair Judy L. Davis (District 2).
Born and raised in Riviera Beach, Ms. Hall has
returned to City Hall, following a six-year stint
working as a library assistant at the Municipal
Library. After leaving the City in 2005, she
began a freelance writing and marketing
career working for local and national business
entities, including McCray’s II Backyard
BBQ, Bobby Jones Gospel, Discovery Cruise
Lines and the NFL. Ms. Hall also co-hosted Sunday Morning
Inspirations on CBS Radio B106.3 FM. Currently, she freelances
as editorial team chief for South Florida Gospel News; serves on
the board of the Palm Beach Gospel Announcers Guild; and is an
executive director with the South Florida Gospel Music Awards.
Ms. Hall attended Florida A & M University. To reach Ms. Hall
on behalf of Chair Davis, call 561-845-3464, 201-8559 or email
dshall@rivierabch.com.

Councilman Thomas

J

anny Michieka-Lobosky is the legislative
assistant to Councilman Cedrick A.
Thomas (District 3). Ms. Lobosky, a native of
Kenya, east Africa, was previously employed
by The Breakers Hotel in Palm Beach,
where she’d worked for the past 12 years. Her
most recent position there was as dining and
golf sales manager, overseeing group
bookings for large parties and maintaining
the resort’s extensive restaurants and golf
reservations booking system. Ms. Lobosky holds a bachelor’s
degree in Organizational Management and a master’s degree
in Organizational Leadership, both from Palm Beach Atlantic
University. She also holds a second bachelor’s degree in
Hospitality Hotel Management from Les Roches Hotel
Management School in Switzerland. To reach Ms. Lobosky on
behalf of Councilman Thomas, please call 561-845-3443 or
email jlobosky@rivierabch.com.

Mayor Masters

D

ebie LeBlanc Isaacs is the legislative
assistant to Mayor Thomas A. Masters.
Residents may remember her as Welcome
TV-12’s former “Good Neighbor” reporter.
Following her decade-long tenure at WPEC
TV-12 News, Ms. LeBlanc worked as a planner
and housing specialist for the county’s Housing
and Community Development Department.
Two years ago, she became director of housing
for We Help Community Development Corp.
in Belle Glade. Ms. LeBlanc attended Oral Roberts University
in Tulsa, Okla. Besides Ms. LeBlanc, the Mayor also has two
volunteers from the AARP Foundation Work Search Program.
To reach Ms. LeBlanc on behalf of Mayor Masters, call 561-8454064, 845-4145 or email dlisaacs@rivierabch.com.

Council Chair Pro-Tem
Brooks and Councilman Lowe

M

arian Dozier is the legislative aide to
Council Chair Pro-tem Billie E. Brooks
(District 1) and Councilman Shelby L. Lowe
(District At-Large). Ms. Dozier is in her fourth
year of service to the Council. She came to
the City following an award-winning, 20-plusyear career in newspaper reporting and editing,
the bulk of which was spent at the Detroit
Free Press. She also worked at The Kalamazoo
Gazette, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the
Milwaukee Journal and, most recently, the South Florida SunSentinel. She is a graduate of Howard University in Washington,
D.C. with a degree in journalism/political science. To reach Ms.
Dozier on behalf of Council members Brooks and Lowe, please
call 561-845-4032 or email mdozier@rivierabch.com.

Councilwoman Pardo

J

essica Smith Pinsky is the legislative
assistant to Councilwoman Dawn S. Pardo
(District 4). Ms. Pinsky brings a background
in banking, finance and governmental affairs
experience to her new post. She had been
director of governmental affairs for the state’s
Correctional Privatization Commission and,
most recently, served as vice president of
Pinsky Consulting Group, a governmental
relations firm with offices in West Palm Beach
with offices in West Palm Beach and Tallahassee. She is a graduate
of Florida State University with a degree in finance. Ms. Pinsky
is active in several political and service organizations, including
the Junior League of the Palm Beaches, where she currently serves
as chair of the Public Affairs Committee. To reach Ms. Pinsky
on behalf of Councilwoman Pardo, call 561-845-3683 or email
jpinksy@rivierabch.com.
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Mayor Masters has new Jobs Club, newsletter and volunteers

J

obs Club. Mayor Thomas A. Masters has
partnered with several neighborhood- and
faith-based groups to host a weekly “Jobs Club”
at 5 p.m. Fridays at New Macedonia Fellowship
Hall, 748 W. 9th Street. Committed employers
attend. Call the Mayor’s office at 561-845-4145
for more information.
Want to know what the Mayor is up to?
Call him for a copy of “Around the Town with
the Mayor,” a four-page newsletter about his

Council Chair Davis again hosts
visually impaired

W

hite Cane. For the second year, Council
Chair Judy L. Davis (District 2) cosponsored a street crossing with the visually
impaired to raise awareness among the driving
public about safety and the White Cane Law
(Florida Statute 316.1301). In partnership with
chapter 67 of the Florida Council of the Blind,
Chair Davis joined about 15 blind and visually
impaired people from the Florida Council of the Blind, the Braille
Club and the Gavel Club in a ‘safe crossing demonstration’ at
the corner of Broadway and Blue Heron Boulevard. Chair Davis,
along with Mayor Thomas A. Masters, also proclaimed October
10-15, 2011, “White Cane Awareness Week” in the City.

Councilwoman Pardo continues
work on water issues

A

rmy Corps. Councilwoman Dawn S.
Pardo (District 4) recently participated
in a roundtable discussion with Rep. Allen
West and Colonel Alfred Pantano, commander
of the Jacksonville District of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. The meeting focused on
permitting issues and Councilwoman Pardo
said there was a “productive” discussion on the
Singer Island breakwater project and dredging
of the Intracoastal Waterway, which will allow
super-yachts to be serviced in the City. A follow-up meeting with
the Corps and National Marine Fisheries is planned for March.
F.I.N.D. The Councilwoman also met with the executive
board of Florida Inland Navigation District, (F.I.N.D.). She is
collaborating with the state agency to secure grant funding sources
for removing derelict boats from the Intracoastal Waterway.

Councilman Lowe works to
improve MLK Boulevard

F

DOT. Councilman Shelby L. Lowe
(District At-Large) met with the state
agency’s regional director Jim Wolfe, state Rep.
Mack Bernard, City Manager Ruth C. Jones,
CRA Senior Planner Scott Evans, Community
Development Department Director Mary
McKinney and several planners, engineers
and local business owners to discuss ways to
make the widening of MLK Boulevard more
business- and user-friendly. In response, the
agency voluntarily submitted draft modifications for the project’s
final phase. Discussions continue.

doings in the City. It is also
available on the City’s website,
www.rivierabch.com, and at
www.mayormasters.com.
Back: Volunteers Victoria Brabham,
Ron Warnecke, Justin Gratton. Middle:
Volunteers Charlotte Morris, Helen
O’Neal. Front: Legislative Assistant
Debie Isaacs, Joann Sears.

Council Pro-Tem Brooks still busy

S

heroes. Council Pro-Tem Billie E. Brooks
(District 1) and the City are partnering on
this year’s MLK Senior Luncheon, scheduled
for Jan. 19 at Newcomb Hall. The luncheon
focus will be on ‘sheroes’—those women
who have contributed to the City’s history
and improvement. If you want to nominate a
woman who has given selflessly to the City, call
561-845-4032.
Freeport. The Councilwoman has also
been organizing the next chapter in the sister-city relationship
with Freeport, Grand Bahama. Along with Mayor Thomas A.
Masters, she has connected with members of the Freeport City
Council and with a group of prominent island ministers—all of
whom are hoping to make the trip in the next couple of months.
Previously, Councilwoman Brooks and the Mayor visited the
island and hosted a visit by teachers from Walker-Parker Primary
School in June.
Sickle Cell. An outreach effort to high school athletic directors
grew out of a workshop on ‘exertional sickling’ Councilwoman
Brooks co-hosted with the Sickle Cell Foundation of Palm Beach
County and Treasure Coast in September. Exertional sickling has
caused the death of nearly 20 athletes around the country and
Councilwoman Brooks wants to make sure local coaches and
players understand the affliction. She is mailing a DVD of the
workshop and information to local athletics officials.

Councilman Thomas plans
community events

T

urkey giveaway. Councilman Thomas
(District 3) gave away more than 1,000
turkeys during his third annual Thanksgiving
Turkey Giveaway on November 21 at TD
Bank. The line of grateful City residents curled
around the block. Said the Councilman: “It was
a total success.”
The First Annual Councilman Cedrick
Thomas Fun Day for 5th grade students was
held on December 2 at J.F. Kennedy Middle School—with
hundreds and hundreds of students, teachers and administrators
in attendance. Participating schools were JFK middle,
Washington, West Riviera, Lincoln, Grove Park and Bethune
elementary schools. The event featured educational activities
and lunch.
Senior gala. Councilman Thomas will be hosting a senior
citizens gala on February 18. Though the venue hasn’t been
selected, the event will include dinner and entertainment. If
you’d like to help plan this very special event, call his office at
561-845-3443.
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2010-2011 City Legislators

Contact us:

City of Riviera Beach
Area Code 561

Thomas A. Masters
Mayor
561-845-4145

www.rivierabch.com

Judy L. Davis
Council Chair,
District 2
561-845-3464

•

www.rbtv18.com

•

www.rbcra.com

Information  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-4000
City Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-4095
For a complete list of department numbers, go to
www.rivierabch.com and click ‘Contact Us.’
For all the City’s scheduled meetings, click
www.rivierabch.com/city_calendar.asp
The next quarterly “The Riviera” will print in March 2012.
Publisher: City of Riviera Beach, 600 W. Blue Heron Boulevard,
Riviera Beach, FL 33404
Writer/Editor: Marian Dozier, Legislative Aide to Councilmembers
Brooks and Lowe phone 561 845-4032 fax 561-845-3041
Volunteer Correspondent: David “Scoop” Cross
City Manager: Ruth C. Jones
City Attorney: Pamala H. Ryan, Esq.
City Clerk: Carrie E. Ward, MMC
City of Riviera Beach Mission Statement:
“To provide efficient services to the public for the benefit of all.”

Save
the
Date!

Billie E. Brooks
Council Chair Pro-Tem,
District 1
561-845-3686

Cedrick A. Thomas
Councilman
District 3
561-845-3443

Dawn S. Pardo
Councilwoman
District 4
561-845-3683

Shelby L. Lowe
Councilman,
At-Large
561-845-3685

Call the Legislative Office at 561-845-4095

County, State and Federal
Legislative Delegation
Palm Beach
County:
Karen Marcus
Commissioner
District 1
561-355-2201
Priscilla A. Taylor
Commissioner
District 7
561-355-2207

State:
Florida House of
Representatives
Mack Bernard
Representative
District 84
561-650-6880

Federal:
U.S. House of
Representatives
Alcee Hastings
Representative
District 23
561-243-7042

Patrick Rooney Jr.
Representative
District 83
561-625-5176

Allen West
Representative
District 22
561-655-1943

Florida State Senate
Ellyn Bogdanoff
Senator, District 25
561-650-6833

U.S. Senate
Bill Nelson
Senator
561-514-0189

Chris Smith
Senator, District 29
561-650-6801

Marco Rubio
Senator
305-418-8553
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