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Presidents Message
by Dave Harbin
Hello members and I hope soon to become
members,
I think we all would agree it has been a long, hot
summer, and it’s nice to finally get some cooler
weather. Not only were we cooking in the summer
heat, but the historical society was doing some
cooking too. We were busy with the Vintage Flea
Market, a bus trip to the Reagan Presidential Library, planning the Fall Dinner
and program, and working on some of the community projects I discussed in the
last issue.
In August, we held a very successful Flea Market, many of you supported the
Flea Market either by making donations, preparing for the event or by helping at
the sale itself. I thank you all, most notably Kay Glinternick for chairing the
event. In early October the historical society sponsored a bus trip to the Reagan
Library. The Reagan Library does a wonderful job coordinating group tours like
ours. Not only did we learn about President Reagan, we also enjoyed a special
display that provided insight into the sinking of the HMS Titanic. I wish to thank
L.A. County Supervisor, Kathryn Barger, for
providing the bus transportation for the trip.
We also completed the Rhoads Park
Drinking Fountain renovation project. Project
Chair, Bill Emerson and Theresa Bruns,
Director of Parks and Recreation, worked
together with the contractor to select the right
color and texture, and the drinking fountain now
has a new coat of stucco applied. Two other
projects are in the planning stage. Stay tuned
for future updates.
Are you aware that the historical society has their very own in-house
theatrical group? Susan and John Davis presented their latest drama at the Fall
Dinner, “San Dimas 100 Years Ago.” The play starred, John Davis as C.L.
Compton, editor of the San Dimas Press, and Susan Davis and Terry Templeman as two housewives of San Dimas. They were wonderful and we appreciate
the time it takes to research and pull together a program like this. I really enjoy
programs about our own citizens and events, it provides us with a much better
understanding of our unique history.
Please mark December 2nd on your calendar for the Holiday Extravaganza.
We hope you will come by and visit the Walker House. We will be holding our
annual Christmas Ornament Sale, as well as selling many, one of a kind, vintage
gifts. The house always looks happy and cheerful during the holiday season, so
come enjoy this year’s festivities, which includes a parade. Next year in April the
society will host a Chamber of Commerce Mixer at the Walker House.
The entire Board of Directors extend our hope that you and your loved ones
have a happy and safe Christmas season.
God Bless and thank you for your support, Dave
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
by Susan Davis, Archivist
The gasoline service station with the first gas pump can
trace its roots to a pump that dispensed kerosene at an
Indiana grocery store in the late 1880s.
Less than two decades later, the first purposely built
drive-in gasoline service station opened in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.
Here are some of the historic San Dimas stations.

The Rio Grande gas station was located on the north
side of Bonita Avenue between Acacia and Cataract
Streets. The building on the east is the old Log Cabin
beer joint. Circa 1932
Service station, southwest corner of Cataract and Bonita
Avenues, had a small diner located next door - 1927

Located on the west side of Monte Vista Street, north of
the alley and Hardware Store. Circa 1930

Jack Carruthers in front of his first Chevron station
next to the Walker House.

SDHS FALL DINNER raffles:
Pictured here is Susan Hutchinson a long
time Historical Society member with her
new hand made bench by Jeff Templeman, built from boards formally the
wooden sidewalks on Bonita Avenue. Also
thanks go to Jeff for 2 beautiful wooden
boxes hand made from the old wooden
sidewalks. Other thanks go to Ralph Thomas for the gracious gift of a framed 1930
map, a huge wine bottle
donated by Alline Kranzer and Margie
Green, historic photos framed by Linco Framing, and a series of 3 old
photos framed together by the historical society. All proceeds from the
raffle go to help save San Dimas History for the future generations.
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This is the intersection of Bonita and San Dimas
Avenues in the 1950s.

Many ways to volunteer!
The main reason the Historical Society is so successful in
its mission is because of the Volunteers. On the first Saturday and Sunday in October the San Dimas Historical Society
had a booth at the annual Cal Poly Pumpkin Festival. Thirtysix volunteer hours were used to sell hats on that very hot
weekend and to speak to over 100 people about San Dimas.
Donated time, expertise and talent are the most recognized
type of volunteering. We also appreciate people who donate
items to be saved for the future, items to be sold to help
finance our ability to preserve history, or items to be raffled at
our spring and fall dinners. They are also volunteers! Thank
you to all the many folks who have donated their items to the
Gift Shop and the Christmas Boutique.

New Scholarship Program
The San Dimas Historical
Society Scholarship Program
is now established to assist
students who volunteer their
time to help the Society. Four
scholarships of $250 will be
given annually. Two scholarships will be awarded at the
Society’s annual spring dinner and two at the annual fall
dinner. Students who are age 16 or older and attend high
school, college or university, are eligible. To participate go to
Sandimashistorical.org and click on Volunteer in the upper
right hand corner.

Gift Shop/Christmas Boutique
Last year the Gift Shop held a
very successful sale of $1 Christmas ornaments during December.
This year it is back by popular
demand on a much larger scale!
The Christmas Boutique will fill
the larger Community Room located at the top of the stairs in the
Walker House. Not only will there
be a $1 ornament tree, there will also be one for $.50. Many
ornaments are handmade. There will also be a special table
for children to purchase gifts (at children’s prices) as well as
many one of a kind holiday items for sale. The days and
hours we will be open have also been expanded. Come see
us every Saturday, Tuesday and Thursday, from 12 to 4 pm
during December until Christmas!
We want to recognize the regular weekly help in the Gift
Shop by Dian Moravek on Tuesdays and Margaret Tamayo
on Thursdays. Without their help we would not be as
successful!

A Holiday Gift:
Families Together Again !
by Linda Nelson

There are a lot of things one can learn from
researching the Internet, but sometimes there
is no substitute for tried-and-true “gumshoe”
detective work. This is a tale of how such
William Johnstone
detective work lead to a family reunion!
The history: William was born in Ireland in 1809 and
emigrated to Canada where he married Rachel Bonter in 1836
and settled in Rachel’s home town – sometimes known as
"Roblin's Mills" after one of its early settlers and the mill he built
– just across Lake Ontario from Rochester, New York. They
had six children and all except the eldest, James, lived their
entire lives in the same village. James married Elzina
Sophronia when he was 28 and a year later the first of their six
children was born. By 1890 the family had enough of the snow
and moved to sunny Pomona, California, to grow citrus fruit!
Southern California presented a range of opportunities for
the family! James and Elzina’s children – Anna, Herbert,
William, Donald, Ernest and Percy went into a variety of
businesses, including their father’s business - citrus growing.
William and Ernest were particularly close. William married
Alice Bost and had dreams of shaping the world around him.
Ernest married Violet Higley and aspired to the medical
profession. William and Alice realized their dream of raising
children in San Dimas and changing their world through politics
and civic activity. Ernest and Violet moved to Pasadena where
Ernest became a successful physician and surgeon. Some of
William and Ernest’s children remained in the San Dimas area
and others scattered throughout California.
The Search: Ernest’s grand-daughter, Janel Popper,
realized that the family had lost track of each other and she
wanted to know more about her roots and if she had any family
still alive. Her mother, Jean, had moved from Los Angeles to
Burlingame, California, where she died in 1963. Janel asked
everyone she knew and looked for family documents. She went
to the library and researched genealogy. The trail was cold, but
she didn’t give up! She learned that her grandfather had once
lived in a small town called San Dimas. On a chance, in
November of 2017, Janel picked up the phone, called the San
Dimas Historical Society, and asked Susan Davis if Susan had
ever heard of her family. When Susan heard the story she says
it was like hearing voices from the past! She helped Janel
unravel the mystery.
The Reunion: Janel’s grandfather was Ernest Marshall
Johnstone. His brother was William Arthur Johnstone (ie: the
Johnstone Block where Roady’s Restaurant is, the Feed &
Grain Store, the Johnstone Girl Scout Center and Johnstone
Peak - north of San Dimas). William and Alice’s daughter is
Jean Johnstone Rimpau. Susan put Janel in contact with Jean,
who remembers Ernest as her “favorite uncle”. Thanks to the
Historical Society Janel found a great-aunt and Jean a grandniece. – a family is re-united!
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San Dimas
Historical Society’s
GREAT GIFT SHOP
THANK YOU to all the members of the
Historical Society who made donations
to the Gift Shop this past year!
Jewelry, Christmas ornaments and
Kay Hoveland
decorations, old dolls and bears, old
dishes and glassware, plus collections of tea sets and figurines
are just some of the items that have filled our shelves. These
donations made it possible for an unbelievable year of sales
without incurring any costs for inventory. This variety also
brings returning visitors more often to the Museum and the Gift
Shop.
Total Sales for the year were $6,961 including the very
successful December 2016 Christmas sales of $1703 that could
not have happened without those donations! These funds will
help defray the operational costs of the office and museum as
well as maintaining our computers and printers.
Our donation inventory needs to be replenished on a
continual basis. We especially need things that come from the
midcentury or earlier that can fit in the Gift Shop. Please take a
look around for things you may no longer want or need to
donate so we can continue our success! We are more than
happy to come and pick up any donations you may have.

San Dimas Historical Society

Holiday Boutique
IN THE HISTORIC

Walker House
SECOND FLOOR

121 N. San Dimas Ave. San Dimas, CA

Open in December from 12 to 4 pm
Every Saturday, Tuesday and Thursday
Until Christmas
Come visit the San Dimas Museum and Gift Shop.

Great prices, unusual
items with
something for
everyone during the
Holiday Season.
Pick an ornament
off our tree for $1

Thank You Valued Patron
Members that have made donations of $1000 or more to the Patron Program are: (listed in order of participation)
San Dimas Community Hospital, Ralph and Peggy Thomas, Paul and Willa McClure, Tom and Sue Nuss,
Ryan Teague, Jean Johnstone Rimpau, Curt and Glenda Morris, Jeff and Terry Templeman, Sharon Long, Bill and Joyce Emerson,
Winifred Rouse Willis, Bob and Connie Brown, Joe Vaniman, Matt and Julie Draayom,
Mark and Linda Nelson, Don and Margie Green, Georgia Florentine, Dick and Mary Lou Harbin
Their generous gifts allow the society to purchase specially needed items to enhance our ability to save and share our history that
otherwise would be unavailable due to limited funding.
To find out how you too can become a patron call the office at (909) 592-1190. Your donation is tax deducible.

Membership Benefits include:
Quarterly newsletters, invitations to two membership dinners with special speakers and programs, discounts at selected local
merchants, invitations to hosted annual Ice Cream Social, and other Historical Society Events.

Check your annual membership type:
Individual…..$25 __ Family (two or more)…..$35__ Sponsors / Business …. $100 ___ Life Membership...$500 per person____
Additional Support / Donation for your Society are welcomed
Name (s) ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________ State _______ Zip _________ Phone ___________________
E-mail _____________________________ Would you like to receive our newsletter by e-mail? Yes ____ No ____
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