When have you been angry with God?  


At least upset with the way God was taking the world.  

I know the high and Holy answer is


 never.  



God does what he wants to do, 



and what God does is the best in the situation.  

But that does not mean we can not 

or should not get angry with him.  


Jesus on the cross cried out, 



“My God, 



My God, 




why have you forsaken me?”  


I know that there have been at least two times 



when my anger with God 




had me on my knees crying out in anger,





 “How could you do this?” 


 In 5th grade 



when I was diagnosed with diabetes 


and four years ago 



when we lost Sprout early on in the pregnancy.  

Both of these times 


I found myself deeply questioning the goodness of God.

On the other hand, 


when have you been pleased and blessed by God?  


God acted in your life 



in such a way 




that you realized you were receiving more than you deserved.  


You were in the midst of a trial 



and a little pleasure came your way 




and it eased the burden.  

When we lost Sprout, 


people stepped in to cover my responsibilities here for the week, 


and Air North didn't charge us a change fee for our plane tickets.  

Not having to pay exorbitant fees to change our tickets while mourning 


and being ready to lash out at someone 



was a kindness we didn't deserve.  


It was a time of Amazing grace 


and Amazing Pain.

But the two often travel together.  


Grace and Pain probably always travel together, 

but it is in the pain 


that we are more likely to notice God's kindnesses that are there every day.  

The grace is there to comfort us 


and remind us that we are not walking this road alone.  


It is not up to us to make the world work.  



God is there in the pain and our hurt, 




so we can give it to him.

There are times however, 


when we falsely think it is all up to us.  

When we do that, 


we find ourselves in a similar situation to Jonah.  


We find ourselves stomping out of where God is doing his work 



and go and sit on the sidelines, 




so we can watch the world collapse without us at the center.  

I have done this a few times myself as well.  

I remember in college, 


I had been a camp counselor for 7 years at a camp.  



Through two directors.  


I was a camper before that.  

So with 13 years experience, 


I was a major part of that camps history over the last decade.  

The small problem with my perspective was, 


the camp had been around for 70 years.  

Things with the director the last year or two 


had not gone great 



and we had some legitimate grievences we had given to the camp board.  

But the director stayed on nonetheless.  


So I went off 


and did not work there the next summer.  

Do you know what happened?  


The camp went on, 


kids still heard about Jesus, 


staff were hired, 



and eventually the issue we had addressed 




manifested in another way 




and God's time for transition happened.  

But I had this false image 


that when I stepped away, 



the camp would implode upon itself.  

Unfortunately for my ego, 


nothing that I have stepped away from 



has completely collapsed 



and had everyone begging me to resume my presence.  

The same is true for this church.  


We have lost some great 


and faithful brothers and sisters in the life of this congregation.  



Families who were core members have moved away, 



elders who had the ear of everyone in town have died, 



leaders who served faithfully for decades have stepped back, 



contributors who kept the church afloat during hard times 




are no longer with us.  


But somehow, 



the church is still alive today.  

It is not flourishing to its fullest potential by any means.  


But when will it?  



Only when Jesus comes 



and fully takes his rightful place as the head of this church 




and the church universal.

Jonah steps away from his preaching, 


waiting to see what will happen, 


to watch and see if the repentance continues 



or if God will let these people who deserve death 




be wiped out when he really sees their hearts.  

As he does so, 


he doesn't realize that God is working on his heart.  

God is doing so with a simple plant.  


It shoots up 



and provides Jonah shade, 


which is a welcome comfort 



in the midst of his tantrum.  

God takes away the intense physical heat, 


allowing Jonah to have time to check in on the status of his heart.  

As he does so, 


Jonah is going to be faced with some ugly realities.  

To speed up the process, 


God sends a worm that destroys the plant 


and then a hot wind that leads Jonah onto the verge of heat exhaustion.  

With all the normal defenses knocked down, 


Jonah finds himself speaking his heart clearly 


and honestly before God.  

He claims that he is so angry with God for making him look foolish, 


for not making his prophecy come true, 



that he would rather die than live.  


If God is going to take away this plant from him, 



then for sure life is not worth living.

Jonah has been sucked into a self centered world view 


that is wanting to die 



because the plant that was there 




as an additional comfort to his pity party




has died.  

Jonah had already built a shelter for himself, 


but this plant maybe grew up 


and was shading the bald spot on the back of his head.  

This plant's death 


is enough for Jonah to want to die?  

Now there are many situations that we face 


where life is hard to imagine without certain people there.  

But we have all done it, 


as our grandparents, 


parents, 


friends, 


children, 


possibly even a pet have died.  



We persevere still.  

We may have felt like Jonah does.  


But Jonah is mourning over a plant.  

Not even a great redwood that has been there for centuries 

or an apple tree planted at his birth.  


This is something that shot up yesterday, 



possibly a cucumber like plant.  

Jonah is in such a frame of mind, t


hat he thinks that his life is not worth pursuing, 



if he can't pout with his cucumber plant to protect him from the heat.  

Granted, 


Jonah could get up, 


go into Nineveh 



and find shelter, 


go sit in the cool of the river, 


go eat some melon 



and drink some water, 


and deal with his frustrations.  

But he doesn't.  


Sometimes we don't either for awhile.  

Which is why we need friends 


to come and remind us of the realities of life.

This is where we hear the speech from the Father 


to the righteous Son from Luke 15.  



The everything I have is yours speech.  

God tells Jonah to get his perspective straightened out.  


Not that he should not care about the plant, 



because that is part of God's creation as well.  

But that if he is going to care so deeply for a plant, 


then he should also have compassion for the human beings of Nineveh, 



all 120,000 of them.  


He should care at least for the cattle and horses 



that would have been wiped out as well.  

Jonah has become hypervigilant for the plant 


while ignoring all of the people and animals 



that the plant is there to serve.  

If they are gone, 


what does the plant matter?

We struggle with this as well.  


Paws and Claws can usually find someone to house cute puppies or kitties.  



Yet there are children who go for years without being adopted.  

We wonder how someone can abuse an animal 


and then look the other way when someone abuses 


or bullies another human being.  

We are comforted to know that our God has these things in the proper perspective.  

We are challenged as Jonah is challenged, 


to have our lives equally adjusted.  

Do we prioritize people 


as much as our pets, 


as much as our plants?  

What are sitting on the sidelines because of?  


Is it a big enough issue 



to threaten the Good News being proclaimed to those who need to hear it.

God does not sugar coat the Ninevites at all.  


He tells Jonah that they do not know their right hand from their left.  


That they have issues 



and are not perfect.  

But they are God's children nonetheless.  


God made them 



and wants to have them love him as their creator



for has made each one of them in an unique way.  

While God is having to send storms and whales 


to get Jonah to do what he was created to do 


and share the light and love of God with Nineveh, 

Jonah is pouting over the death of a plant.  


He has gone from pleasure 


to anger concerning the plant.  

Why can't God go from anger 


to pleasure concerning the city of Nineveh?  

Why do we proclaim people will be free from their past mistakes 


when they know Jesus' love, 



and then keep trying to put those past mistakes back on them?

We are challenged by God 


to let him be God 


and to rejoice when what looked like the clear outcome, 



becomes something different.  

The question is, 


are we up for the challenge?  

We never hear if Jonah repented 


and rejoiced that 120,000 people were spared death that day?  

We never hear 


if the older son ever comes in 



and rejoices that the brother of his was lost, 



but now is found.  

But we are encouraged to as God's work righteous.  


God is inviting those of us who walk around self-righteous, 



to change our ways 



and let God's righteousness be enough.  

Then we can enjoy whatever God does.  


Whether the plant lives or dies, 


whether the party is for us or someone else, 


whether our enemies live 



or are wiped off the face of the earth.  

Our well being is no longer based on our feelings.  


It is based on the work of a God who loves us 



and all that he created, 


and wants us all to be with him in his Kingdom.  

Otherwise, 


why would he have let his one and only son 



come and be with us?  



To die for us?
