plah is for us to know how good he is, ahd how much he |oves us,

and that ohe day we will cCome to ive with him forever in heaven. (Sl
. o , OWRS
This was the beginning of God’s plan. S D;‘ N
Y,

God calls Abram Septehbdr 201

ACROSS "By Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would afterward receive
as an inheritance." HEBREWS 11:8

DOWN "Now the LORD had said to 'Get out of your country, from your kindred and from your father's
house, to a land that | will show you.'" GENESIS 12:1

ACROSS "Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had
gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they to go to the land of
Canaan." GENESIS 12:5

DOWN "Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth of
Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land." GENESIS 12:6

DOWN "Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, 'To your descendants | will give this "
GENESIS 12:7

ACROSS "And there he built an to the LORD, who had appeared to him. And he moved from there to the
mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built
an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD." GENESIS 12:7-8
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God Makes a Promise
By Paul Dallgas-Frey

Ive you ever tried to Counl
a]] the stars in the sl\'fj?

Many years after the time of Noah there was a man hamed
Abram.

Abram was a good mah who owned mahy sheep anhd Cattle. He
lived with his wife Sarai in the land of Haran. But he had no
children.

One day, (God came to Abram. Whether it was ih a Vision, or in a
dream we don't khow for sure. But God did come to Abram and
He said to him,

“Abram! T wanht you to paCk up all Your thihgs and leave your
home!

“T want you to go to the land I will give you. 1 promise that I will
bless you, ahd make your family great. T will be with you in all you
do, ahd beCause of you all the families of the earth will be
blessed.”

Wow! That was quite a promise!

But a SCary ohe too. It meant that Abram would have to |eave
the place he khew ahd g0 to a place he didh't know. He would
have to trust (od that everything would be okay.

But that's just what Abram did.
Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother [Lot. They paCked up

everything they owned in the lanhd of Harah anhd moved to the
land of Cahaah - that was the lahd that (God was going to |ead him
to. Tt couldn't have beeh ah easy move to make. Abram was 75
years old whenh God told him to paCk up everything he ownhed and
leave his home - anhd if you |00k at a map, Cahaah is a lohg way
away from Harah!

And then...

@ne warm starry night...

...lnany years later, Abram was resting in his tent after a hard day’s
work. People lived in tents back in those days beCcause they had to
move from placCe to plaCe to fihd food for their many sheep and
Cattle.

Tt was a hight like any other night... unti| God appeared.

This must have been a bit of a surprise! And maybe more thah a
little bit sCary.

But God said to Abram, “Do hot be afraid! T am your defender! ]
promise that I will Sive you a great reward.”

But Abram said, “What Kind of reward? ] doh't even have any
childrent”

And thenh God took Abram out beheath the starry sky. “Look up
at the stars in the sky,” God said. “You will have a son. He will
have childrenh, anhd his children will have children, and they will

have more Childreh, ahd ohe day they will be as many as the stars

in the sky.”

Abram said, "How can this be? T am old!"

But God had made a promise to Abram. God promised Abram
that he would have children, and from him a Sreat hationh would
come. (od promised that they would live in the lanhd that God
had given them. Anhd God promised that beCcause of Abram all
people oh earth would be blessed.

And God always keeps his promises.

Abram believed God's promise, and Abram's faith pleased God. It
was Abram's faith in God and his promise that made things right
between Abram ahd God. That is ah important thing to remember!

Before (od even started to make the world, he had a plan. His
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