Grace Lutheran Church, Everett, WA

June 2020

THE PROCLAIMER
STRATEGY FOR REOPENING GLC
Pastor Anderson

Areas of concern and ways to meet them—my recommendations from members and other
pastors, both Lutheran and non-Lutheran:

ENTRANCE/EXITS:






Doors will be opened in advance (15-30 minutes)
Door on side of sanctuary will be OPEN; door beside Pastor’s office close/locked
Sanctuary doors (side/back) closed during the service
Ushers (two) will reopen the doors and user one side out at a time
Each week, an elder group could take on the responsibility of sanitizing between
services
 There may need to be two services to begin with in order to be in compliance with
the governor’s directions
 Another consideration should be given to building a plexi glass shield for the
organist as many will be walking by her. Recommend it be 8 feet high, and extend
halfway to the back pew.

HYMNALS AND BULLETINS:
 It would be in our best interest to eliminate, or at least reduce, the number of
hymnals used every week.
 POWERPOINT should begin to be used immediately. Many of you
received an email with a PowerPoint service. It can be beautifully presented, and
eliminate cleaning of every hymnal.
 MAKING HYMNALS AVAILABLE: We could make a small number of
hymnals available for those who want them. We will do all we can to print the music
out, subject to copyright law, in the bulletins.
 BULLETINS: We should also limit the number of bulletins in order to encourage
the pews remain clean.

SOCIAL DISTANCING:
 Every other pew will be available, for seating creating space for social distancing
 The pews available will be marked in blue tape, and tape every 2/3 feet, enabling
families to sit together, but encouraging others to sit at a minimum of 6 feet apart.
 The communion rail will also be marked with blue tape.

COMMUNION PRACTICES:
 Those who prepare communion will do so with masks and gloves. No exceptions.
 Those who distribute will do so with masks and gloves. No exceptions.
 Those who receive it should be socially distanced, and wait for the one distributing
the elements to move to that 6-foot marker before removing mask and partaking.
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Hi Grace members and friends!
I’ve decided that it is time for me to move on
from Grace to another position. My final day will
be June 3rd. It’s been a ride for sure,with so
many changes! I look forward to seeing what the
Lord can do to bring Grace Lutheran back to the
vibrant, thriving church that it was when I came
to work here 6 years ago.
In Gods Grace,
Lisa Kusler

 Rose Mino, recent, health and mobility concerns
 Forest Van Duyn, health and mobility concerns
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COMMUNION PRACTICES: (Continued from pg. 1)


The other option, which I believe would be far easier, would be continuous
communion, where the elements are placed on a sterilized plate and the individual cups
placed on a table. Another great option that has been presented—which I think should be
considered—is putting wafers in cupcake-papers or the like, and have the wine on the
same table, in disposable plastic communion cups. It would be picked up by the
communicant with pastor and elder saying words of blessing.
 For the second option, there will be a general dismissal after all have communed.
These are what I believe can help us move forward as we consider how we are going to reopen,
when we are going to reopen, and how we can do it safely for all concerned and
present.
My hope is that this reopening will take place in this month. I know there is a great deal of
fear about reopening. The good news is the latest statistics show that only 3% of those who are
showing symptoms and being tested actually have it. This is down from March 3, when 16.9 %
of those tested had it. That is a 13.9% drop—a very significant drop in infections.
I want to speak to the fear of this virus. I keep hearing about a vaccine. Well, there’s this thing called
the flu vaccine, and 45-65,000 die from “flu” every year even with a vaccine.
Vaccines are not made quickly. The fastest one on record took four years. We cannot live in fear. The
Apostle Paul writes, “For you were not given a spirit of fear, but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).
There are no guarantees in life. Our promise to you, however, is as we reopen, it will be done as safely
as possible. If you are a high risk person, we will continue to offer online worship and we will
accept appointments for you to receive communion in the pastor’s office.
I’m looking forward to having each of you back here at Grace, where we lift up God’s praises, and hear
the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God proclaimed and the Sacraments administered.
Hopefully we will see each other soon!
Pastor Anderson

THE PROCLAIMER

Page

5

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – June 2020
The sin of the world is paid for. God’s Law has been kept perfectly on our behalf. The prophecies
have all been fulfilled. Jesus Christ has finished it all! And that, dear Christians, should fill us with
complete confidence in our salvation. Since Jesus has finished all these things in His self-sacrifice, we
can be fully certain our sins are forgiven, and we have everlasting life!
St. Paul wrote: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Rom. 12:1)
We hear the same teaching in 1 Peter. “As you come to him, a living stone, rejected by men but in the
sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves, like living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1
Peter 2:4-5)
It’s the very thing Malachi foretold of the Lord, that He would come and purify His priestly people,
that they may offer to Him an offering in righteousness. (Mal. 3:3)
So, what does this mean? In view of God’s mercies – that is, because Jesus sacrificed Himself to
make us pure, giving His entire self into death – Paul said that we are to sacrifice ourselves entirely to
God, offering Him our whole lives. For our Savior did not give Himself for us in part. So, we do not
give back to Him in part.
We don’t offer ourselves to God just on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings, for example.
Rather, we give Him our whole selves, all the time. We understand that offering ourselves to God as
living sacrifices involves the giving of our time. It requires us to be faithful stewards of the time He
has given us. Yes, it means we devote to our Savior all our time. Otherwise we are not sacrificing our
whole lives.
You see, God both teaches us, and has graciously qualified us, to present ourselves to Him as living
sacrifices – to live as His holy priests, who offer Him acceptable sacrifices through Jesus Christ, all
day, every day, in our various callings.
In the passages from Romans and 1 Peter, we hear several examples of Christian self-sacrifice:
serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leading, showing mercy, living peaceably with others,
submitting to governing authorities and those over us in the workplace, wives submitting to husbands,
husbands honoring wives, showing compassion, and suffering patiently in doing good.
In all these things, and in all our other everyday activities, we sacrifice ourselves by using our time,
not just for our own benefit, but also and especially for the well-being of others. Work time, school
time, exercise time, study time, mealtime, chore time, recreation and relaxation time, even sleep time –
it’s all God’s gift to us to use for purposes that please and honor Him.
This challenges us to think about the way we spend our time, how we utilize our talents, and the way
we spend our treasures. Whatever it is I’m doing, am I doing it “for the Lord”? (Col. 3:23) Am I
presenting God a living sacrifice? Am I conducting myself as a holy priest, whose sacrifice is
acceptable to God?
Because our Lord sacrificed Himself wholly for us, we offer ourselves wholly to Him as living
sacrifices. This is following Jesus in self-sacrifice. By His saving mercy, yes, our sacrifice is
acceptable to God. For the sake of Jesus’ finished work, God is pleased with us.
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