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Scripture Gives Life
By Christopher Brady

Editor's note: It's sorf of crazy that we are just running this article but on the other hand it is approprigfe. You see, Chris
Brady was releassd from prson several months ago, We had baon in eomtact with Chrg twe aiferent imes of hig incar-
ceralion and | also seen him in the county jal for almaost one year. When he was released from prizon he called me from
the airport to fouch base that he was going home o the 405, Oklahoma City. He had mast of the day to wait al the airport
OR | could go get him and finally spend some 'oul’ ime with him. | wenl and picked him up so we couwld fellowship for a
few haurs, [ few howurs later Chris and I met with my wife where we ale a greal Mexican dinner and fellowshipped even
more bafore [ took him back to catch his Right hame, Even though we oid lalk on the phone several imes after his arrival
to Qklahoma, little did | know tha! we would nol see each olher again. Sometime in mid July Chris past away of conges-
tive heart falure, Cre g [ oo ko for sure was hal Chns foved e Lord and T el el o see Biree again, in feaven, [
also know for sure that Chris did go fome” but the one where his mother and father met him at the gate o welcome him
intay his efernal home, heaven, Chris always said thal the fruth 1o happinagss in this" wordd was fo love the Lord Jesus,
Now, Chris has belter understanding of thal truth than we do.

| know the Lord’s doing what He needs to. So, just to touch base, all is well, just dancin around in this season, getting to
minister from hole o hele. | came all the way out here to Yuma, went on the yvard, spoke to Bob for a couple of minutes. |
spoka 0 him about you, thanked bim far fis contineed fathful servics n the Lord and he said he would let you know that |
stopped in, and then | lefi. We won't go into that, all I'l say is ...

Proverb 28:28 - "When the wicked rise, men hide themsehves; Bul when they perish, the righteous increase.”
Froverb 29:2 - "When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, But when a wicked man rules, people groan.”
Proverb 29:4 - "By justice a king gives a country stability, but those who are greedy for bribes tear it down.”
Proverh 29:6 - "Evildoers are snared by their own sin, but the righteous shouwut for joy and are glad,

Proverb 29:12 - "If a ruler listens to lies, all his officials become wiched.”

Proverb 29:16 - "When the wicked thrive, 5o does sin, but the righteaus will see their downfall.®

Well, as vou see it's been an awesome challenge where | have (o really exercise wisdom in these trying times and staying
focused on the joumey the Lord has called me to,

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 - "Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in
such a way as to gef the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to gel a
crown that will not last, but we do it to gef a crown that will last forever. Therefore | do not run like someone
running aimiessly,; I do not fight like a boxer beafing the air. No, | strike a blow fo my body and make it my slave
50 that after | have preached to otivers, | mysell will not be disqualified for the prize.”

S0, how are you my dear friends? I'm praying all is well, and matier of fact ...

Ezekiel 47:1-12 - "The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and | saw water coming out from
under the threshold of the temple foward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from
under the south side of the ternple, south of the altar. He then brought me out through the north gate and led me
around the oulside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was frickling from the south side. As the man weni
eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and then led me through water
that was ankle-doap. He measured off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-dsap. He
measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist, He measured off anather
thousand, but now it was a river that | could not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to
swim in-a river that no one could cross. He asked me, "Son of man, do you see this?" Then he led me back to the
bank of the river. When | arrived there, | saw a great number of trees on each side of the river. He said to ma,
“This water Nlows loward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the Dead Sea. When
it emmpties into the sea, the salty wafer there becomes fresh, Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the
river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so
wihere the river lows everything will live. Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there
will e places for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds-like the fish of the Wediterranean Sea. Bul the
swamps and marshes will not become fresh,; they will be left for salt. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow o both
banks of the river. Their leaves will nat wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruil, because the
water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.”

James 5:13-15 - "lIs anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of
praise, Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and ancint them with
oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them
up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.”
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Psalm 37:23 - "The Lord makes firm the sfeps of the one who delights in him.™

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 - "We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We
remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endur-
ance Inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Psalm 69:29 - "But as for me, afflicted and in pain, may your salvation, God, protect me.”
Psalm 69:32 - "The poor will 5ee and be glad, you who seek God, may your hearts livel"

Well, I've been going through some things and writing them down as the Lord leads me. Please use whatever the Lord
mowes you to use. The Lord touched me the other day, had me looking back over a very dark path of my past. Something
came to mind as the Lord was giving me the lesson. I've had to deal with numerous consequences for my past behavior,
and many were very difficull and painful. As the Lord changes our life, cur cutlooks, our goals, attitudes, vision, perception
and many other things, He gives us hope and understanding o we can share with others, This i what He gave mea con-
ceming the issue.

Remember, you can go your own way and choose your own path, God gave us a free will, bul you can'l choose your con-
sequences. There will always be a cause and an effect to that cause, you can't change that, it's a spiritual law with natural
consequence. Whethar goad or bad, it comes with the aquation. Tha soonar wa understand this the sooner God will give
us the power to repent and then He will help us change our character flaws and incomect beliefs.

2 Corinthians B:1T - " Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new crealion has come: The old has gone, the new is
here!™

Colossians 2:8-10 - "5See 1o it that no one takes you captive through hollfow and deceptive philosophy, which
depaends aon human tradition and the elemental spiritial forces of this world rather than on Christ. For in Christ all
the fuliness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought o fullness. He is the head over
every power and authority.”

Colossians 1:28-29 - "He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and feaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end [ strenuously contend with all the energy Christ 50 pow-
erfully works in me,”

This next message that came o me touched me deeply, so | come boldly o share it with you and the family of God. | hope
it gives clarity to the calling of our lives as Biblical Christians in these last days. There are many challenges that are calling
for our attention, but as we stay planted and rooted in the truth, we walk in understanding, discerning which ways to go,
peaple to invélve ourselves with, infermation that we enterain and attitudes 10 carry with £o much infermation out there
calling for our allegiance. We have to be guarded and committed to God's truth, being led by the Holy Spirit to mowve
throwgh this life efficiently and effectively with purpose, to fulfill the work of the Kingdom of God. Amen.

Hebrews 70:70 - "And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once
for afl.”

Hebrews 10:22 - "Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings,
having our hearts sprinkled fo cleanse us from a guilly consclence and having our bodies washed with pure
water."

Christian conversion is not an external rearrangement of certain actions, but a radical transformation of the heart, which
inevitably results in an equally radical transformation of the life. We as a society must pursue the truth with a dogged
determination. Too often people have an openness 1o all kinds of pecple, all kinds of lifestyles and all kinds of ideclogies.
The only enamy is the paople who are not open to everything. This is not openness that examines its beliefs in pursuit of
truth and good, but openness that finds ils virtue in saying “yes" to evenything = anything goes.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 - "Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived, Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves
nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what
some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spivit of our God.”

Christian gpanness comes from his search far truth and absolutes, not an "anything goes.” Secular humanist opanneass
exists because he manufaciures truth and has no absclutes. We as Christians can and do know much, but if we don't use
that knowledge o pursue holiness and to glorify God, then we become poor stewards of that knowledge because of our

.. Gonlinued on page 9
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THIS IS THE CONFIPENCE WE HAYE IN APPROACHING GODP: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORPING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS US. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Wramer Jhognosts

I have been going through a let, | have heard nothing from
my family, my girl or my kid's mother, letting me know that
everything is alright. | am currently doing 8.5 years and | feel
like | am doing this time alone. | pray every day to God to get
me through these hard times. | try so hard niot 1o give up on
life. | just wish | would get some mail or a visit from my family
or my kids or even a chance to be able to make some phone
calls. To be able to talk to my kids that would make my time a

little easier. | had gotten a letter one day fromi my little

brother that is locked up. | wrote him back because it's been

like 10 years since | heard anything from him, | just pray to

God that everything is okay with him. | know | was going

through a hard time in the jail. | just am asking if you guys
could please pray for my brother, my family, my girl, my kids,
anvd for me, and all of my brothers and sisters that ane locked

up and their families around the world ... LC.

I hope you and all at (Shereomers for (firist find yoursehves in
the very best health, physically, mentally, and spiritually.
Thank you 5o much for vour grateful and wonderful prayers
you do for me and my daughter. | really appreciate that very
much. You're in my prayers as well and S 43 family
members, too. Can you please pray for me the following
prayer request ... I'd like you to pray for my father, my sister,
and my brother that someday they come back into my life
ard forgive me far the crazy life that | ence lived. Prayers for
my daughter, asthma. Also, for my mother that God may
watch over them and protect them at all times. And for me,
spiritual guidance and growth, and for this anxiety to surely
and slowly go away. Also, keep my cellmate in prayer also, for
his sobriety and to keep doing his self-help programs to
achieve and accomplish on receiving his certificates for the
board. And pray for his mam and family, toa. God bless you
ahways ... 5.L.

| will submit to you and your valunteers my prayer requast. |
hawve asked God repeatadly for things which should reason-
ably be within His purview to little or no avail. Your handwrit-
ten letter, however, precipitates the notion that God could be
answering my praver. My challenges are legion but the most
troublesome one is the absence of fellowship with the body
of Christ. Why this has been such a persistent source of frus-
tration is inscrutable 1o me inasmuch as God's Word instructs
believers to remember those in prison, .. as if you were
together with them in prison.” (Hebrews 13:3] | have been
deeply disappointed by the apparent indifference of Christen-
dom to my appeals for some measure of amicability. In Psalm
88, there is a particularly poignant and relevant portrait of
suffering which appears to be strikingly similar te my own
cxperience, n my effort to avoid superfluity; | hope 1o convey
my gratitude for your letter along with my appeal to you and
your team to intercede for me in praver for God's inimitable
mercy. Thank you for your time and efforts ... RW.

Praize Neports
Praise God!! All hanar, all praise, all glory and all thanks be
unte our Father God! In Jesus' namell! Hallelujah! Praise
God, Praise God!! Ask anything in Jesus’ name, and Father
gives it, Amen!! Amen!! Whew hoo! Prayving breath is never
ever spent in vain. Luke 1:13 - "But the angel said to him:
‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard,
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call
him John.™ Luke 1:20 - "And now you will be sifent and not
able to speak until the day this happens, because you did
not believe my words, which will come true at their
appolnted time.” Luke 2:10 - "But the angel sald to them,
‘Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people.™ Luke 5:10 - "And so were
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
Then Jesus said to Simon, TommTos i e mee e
o oAy ™ Luke 1224 - ST, oy ik,
dalnotlbelafraidlofthosewhalkillithehadylandia ffentha
R R e Lenke 1257 - o], (G v iRy
(Hemdin kelallint mbe e dA0 o ngtibela feaid Spaila relwa e
(moreltanimansparcaws 110 R FEEF S boinatibela frard)
iitH el o chifonyounkateghasibeerplease tolgivelyoLn the)
et Zacharias came to prove that praying breath is
never spent in vain, Luke 2:13-14 - “Suddenly a great
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praizsing God and saying, 'Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor
rests.” Much prayer should be ours before the die |s cast.
God did not stamp an expiration date on the bottoms of our
brother's feet, and the insurmountable odds. My heart, mind
and soul are literally vibrating with rmy spirit!? | feel like |
drank some Hely hoachll It's like spiritual giddiness!! | have
never felt this good, Thank You, Father ... our point of origin
r E abee

| would first like to say what a great job you all are daing and
may Jesus continue © bless us all on our journey hene on
earth! Amen!! I'm writing to let you guys know that |
changed prison locations. After almost 20 years being a vali-
dated 5TG membaer, | fimally found the courage and strength
to overcome the obstacles that stood in my way to realize
that God has a plan for someone like myself. Your monthly
scriptures and stories have really had an impact on me and |
can feel the Lord working in me daily. | read my Bible and
feel inspired from the wisdom and knowledge ... E.O.

I must give a short testimony. | found out | qualify to get the
fhimal vear knocked off my sentence by complating a drug
treatment program the federal system offers, 5o, | started in
August and in nine months | will go home, finally!! Thank
Godl! My family is excited as am L 1 ask for your prayers that |
successfully complete the course ... AKs

I was takem up to county for a year for new changes and that
went very well, e extra DDC time! Amen ... 5B
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Srom the “Suside

Best Years of My Life
By W.RH.

| pray that all the brothers and sisters at ()3 48 have a nice Christmas and that the New Year will bring you joy and happi-
ness with the peace of our Lord Jesus resting upon your hearts and households. This will be my 48th Christmas in prison,
but the good news is thal the last 20 of those years have bean the best of my life, despite my circumsiancas. As a Chris-
tian, Christmas has a special meaning 1o and for me. Christ coming into this world t© redeem me, dying 3o that | could live
is the greatest gift that | or anyone could ever receive, and that is what | will be dwelling upon and giving God thanks for
over the holiday. | wish | was back in Ohio night now, where they have snow. | miss thosa Ohio winters, May the Lord
continue to bless you and the ministry. You are all doing a wonderful job and it goes without saying that, you're helping a

lot of people.

God's Solution
By MM,

I've gol four young men that live next to me, that are getting into the Word, and have of course plenty of quesltions. What |
like to do, and has been placed on my heart is observe paople and the spirtual battles that they and | am going through,
here in prison. With this letter I'm going to attach what | see, so far as o what the problem is and the sclution "God's
solution” to it. As you're reading this at an (X543 meeting maybe you can share this with the group or maybe in a newslat-
ter ... As iron sharpens ironl!

Let us pray, “Fathar we corme before You humbly and in thanksgiving. We honor and give You all glony for all things and
we are just so grateful for all that You have done for us. The things we ask for are to bring Praise o You! Thank You for
gantinuing fo mald our hearts and minds info the men we arg meant o ba. We Love You Fatherd! [ the name of Christ
Jesus, we pray. Amenll”

It seems as if people are getling more and more impatient with other people, dreumstances and life itself. They get upset
when they don't get what they want, they throw fits, gossip and will even pray for our Lord to present them with theair
“wants’, no, I'm not talking aboul needs, I'm lalking about the “my way or the highway™, the *me” factor, the I, 1, | and plain
out, cut and dry self-canteredness, in which is a character of the fleshill

We are to “walk in the Spint®, and understand that we are in a balile against our flesh and with our Lord’s great wisdom,
staying focused on God, We will have a greater understanding of the overcoming power of Christ that is within us and will
be molded into the men and women we ought to be. Since when has an cutburst of wrath and filthy language because
someone cut in line, or was making too much noise before 10 a.m., or cut you off while you were driving, or asks you for
money, just make you angry and become Christ like? It doesn'tl!

It's more about molding you, because situations that come up in life won't always make you happy. But vou can find joy In
all situations! Joy is different from happiness; happiness is usually determined by outward circumstances. If things are
going well, we're happy, if they are not, were unhappy. Joy on the other hand is a quality, a sensa of delight and weill-
being that does not depend on oubward circumstances because it is rooted in the nature of Godl!

Like in my situation when | got caught, was | happy that | was locked up with 15 felonies and probably 15 to 20 yvears in
prison in my future? Mo, | wasn'tl But vou know what, and the truth is, | was so very joyful and ook comfort that my run of
drugs and crime was over and | joylully accepted my desting in whatever amount of my (our) Lord wanted me 1o do. You
see, we can be joyful even in the midst of trouble, difficuliies or turmoil because joy comes from our Lord, and walking in
thie Spirit! Joy s a fruit of the Spirt, s0 no matter what our circumstances are, lat's ba in more control in what is being
shown towards those around us. | know it may be all over the place, but | was led to share this short message with youl!

Galatians §:22-26 - "Bul the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, falthfulness,
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provok-

ing ane another, envying one another.”
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Srom thie “Suside

An Atheist's View of Life vs A Christian's View of Life
Contributed by M.R.

An Ativnst's wiew of ifg |,

| wall liver iy life according to these beliafs

God does not exist

It's just foolish to think

that there is an all-knowing God with a cosmic plan

That an all-powerful God brings purpose 1o the pain and sulfenng in the workd
It's a comforting thowght howewver

Is only wishful thinking

People can do as they please without eternal consequences

The idea that

| am deserving of hell
Because of sin

Is a lie meant to make me a slave to those in power

The more you have, the happier you will be

Our axistence has no grand meaning or purpose
In a world with no God

There is freedom o be who | want to be

But with God

Evenything is fine

It is ridiculous o think

I am lest and in need of saving

If you read the Atheist View from the bolfom up, you gel ... The Chrisltian’s view of life ...

| am lost and in need of saving
It is nidculous 10 think

Everything is fine

But with God

There is freedom to be who | want to be

In a world with no God

Dur existence has no grand Meaning or purpose

The more you have the happier you will be

Is a lie meant to make me a slave to those in power
Because of sin

| am deserving of Hell

The idea that
People can do as they please withoul etermnal consequences
Is only wishful thinking

Iz a comforting thought, however
That an all-powerful God brings purpose to the pain and suffering in the world
That there is a God with a cosmic plan

It is just foolish o think
God does not exist

I wall live mny life accordin hiese belia . - : .
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Toots ible Study ot
Isaiah 28:14-33:9

The farmer uses special tools to plant and hamwesttender herbs, 50 he will not destroy them. He takes into-account how
fragile they are. In the same way God takes all our individual circumstances and weaknessas into account. He deals with
each of us separately. We should follow His example when we deal with others. Different people require different treat-
ment. Be sensitive 1o the needs of these around you and the spacial treatment they may need. (28:23-29)

The world described here, under Chrst's new rule will
violence or gloom. This new world

fferent from the one we live in today, There will be no mare
by joy, understanding, justice and praise to God. (29:17-24)

God expects a lot from us, and many times ol Him can be painful, but He always acts out of His love for us. Next
time you go through a difficel time, try 1o appreciate th e and grow from it, leaming what God wanis to teach
you, God may be showing you His love by patiantly wou through advarsity. (30:20)

When we have problems, it is good must never bypass God or His previous directions to us, (31:1)

Broken promises shatler rust and destno; your-promises. Al the same time, ask for for-
giveness for past promises you have eS8 that you demand for yoursell. (33:1)

Galatians 3:23-5:13

Faith in Christ makes all believers one in Chri
iChrist has removed, Bacause all balieve

Paul distinguishes betwaen freedom to sin and free vE
enslaves you lo satan, others or your own sinful nature. Christians
are free to do right and to glorify God through loving service 1o ofh

mans don't impose distinctions that
4 AN Or superior to anyone elsa. (3:28)

anse 1o sin is no freedom at all because it
newld not be slaves o sin, because they

Psalm 62:1-63:11

Wealth, honor, power or prestige add nothing to our value in
value.

il the faithful work we do for Him has etemal

SE é‘( lanely. He longed for a friend he could
sis For You ... in this parched and weary
2r David's prayer. God alone can satisfy our

Hiding from his enemias in the barren wildemess of Judah, David
trust to ease his loneliness. Mo wonder he cried out, "0 God, my
land.® If you are lonely or thirsty for something lasting in your life,
deepest longings. (63:1-5)

Proverbs 23:19-22

The drunkard and the glutton have no self-control, ane
eating and drinking, but it had little tolerance for drunk

em. Hebrew culture gave a prominent place to
(23:18-21)

R “Foot” Notes i

Hello Overcomers, you know as we get older we begin to become complacent and start to believe we have seen
everything or that nothing would surprise you. Well, you can never forget o factor in the persistence of the liar, you
only need to waich a newscast to see he is at work. Case in point, | just saw & tease on the news for an upcoming
story on a later broadeast aboul peopls Row Smok .1:.'-_?:' pions 1o get high. What is going on these days hat
people are going to such extremes to lose themselves fic whatever their reality may be. It's truly sad. | can only say
thank God for God in our lives and available for anyene and anytime.

Love fo ya'll, short and tall ... Vaya con Dios ... Don't ide faster than your angels can fyl!
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Scripture Gives Life by Christopher Brady continued from page 4
lack of understanding. [n return, we hinder not only ourselves but also others in our direct sphere of influence. We must be
what our Lord has created us for, 1o love others with His absolute Agape Love.

The Biblical Christian is persuaded that the Bible, though often filled with mystery, reveals a personal God who has
unchanging absolute principals and precepts. Biblical Christians find no fault in old teachings having moderm application,
The lack of high tech adherence to the scriptures is a source of strength, not embarrassment.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
rightecusness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work,"

Hebrews 4:12 - "For the word of God is allve and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

John 1:1-5 - "in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through Him al things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. In
Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind, The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.”

Psalm 19:7-11 - "The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the souwl. The siatutes of the Lord are trustworthy,
making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are
radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the Lord are firm,
and all of them are righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweater than
honey, than honey fram the honeycomb. By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward.,”

Purity of heart demands Biblical integrity, both in belief and behavior, As we grow in grace the pure in hear increasingly
recognize the authority, integrity, infallibility and perfection of scripture. Acknowledge it as having been God breathed.

1 Peter 3:10 - "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from
deceitful speech.”

Psalm 34:12-16 - "Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue from evil and
your lips from telling Nes. Turn fromr evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous, and his ears are attentive fo their cry; but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to biot out
their name from the earth.”

Proverbs 30:5 - "Every word of God is flawless; He iz a shield to those who take refuge in Him."

The true Christian walk is not a lifeless performance, but a Iiving experience. He worships, prays, gives, senves and wil-
nessas for Christ, and seaks to live in obedience to God's Word, not becausea these things are expected of him, but
because he has no wish o do otherewise, (Job 36:1-27) Amen! As | woke up this moming just siting here having some
coffee, praying for vou. | just started reminiscing how very grateful | am and hopeful and anchored on the firm foundation
of the blood of Jesus, | wanted to just jumg for joy, in my haart | truly am. Sa, after | was done praying and reminiscing |
just started going back over Galatians 3.

Paul starts off, in Galatians 3.7 - "You Ffoolish Galatlans! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus
Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.” They weare baing swayed by their past law and Paul wams them twice, right
off. Galatians 3:2 - "l would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the
faw, ar by beliewing what you heard?"”

Faul gently, but with firmness of truth states, we received the Holy Spirit by belief in the message about Christ, not the: law.
Then Paul shows that rightecusness by God comas by FAITH, not by works, and shows that it began a long ime bafore
the Mew Testament, but through the work of Christ. Galatians 3:6-F - "50 also Abraham 'believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness. ' Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham.”

Then the Lord reaffirms that He has rescued us from the curse, and blessed the Genliles. Galatians 3.13-14 - "Christ
redearmed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: Cursed is everyorne who is
hung on a pole.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come o the Gentiles through
Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. The Law and the Promise.”

Genesis 15:6 - "Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as rightecusness.”

2 Timothy.4:7-8 - "I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. Now there is in store
for me the crown of rightecusness, which the Lord, the rightecus Judge, will award fo rmme on that day-and not
anly to me, but also fo all who have longed for His appearing.”
Ohercomers for (Sfirist P.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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I've been through a lot in my life but none of it compares 1o what Jesus went through on the Cross for me,

| started using drugs at a very young age and | first went to prison as a juvenile. When | got out of prison my relationship
wilh my parents would never be the same, Over the next couple of yvears | am in and oul of jail and still using drugs. Then
September 2002 comes around and my parents tell me that they don't want anything to dowith me anymore. That abso-
lutely crushed me. | may have been a drug addict but I'm still human and need love.

Now my life bacomes a total mess as | still continue to use drugs. Of course | had warrants out for my arrest and one day
there was an explosion at a friend’s house. As a result of the explosion he received a hole in his cheek and the skin on
ane of his hands was completely peeled back. He knew | had warrants and he wanted me to leave because ha knew |
was going 1o get locked up if | stayed. | told him that he was my friend and | didnt care what happened to me | couldn't
leave him like that. Sure enough, when the cops came | was arrested and went away for awhile,

After | was released the same friend that was there in the explosion came and asked if | wanted to move o Arizona 5o
that he could go to UTI. We moved out here and over the next 14 years I've been out of prison only a couple of times.

In January of 2018, | fried to take my own life by eating 3.5 grams of meth. | flat lined and was in a comma for 3 days in
the county hospital. Due to that my heart now stops multiple times a day. | was suppose to receive a pacemaker on
January 8, 2018 but | couldn't because | was running a high temperature. They rescheduled the surgery for 2 days later.

There were a couple of nurses attempting to get an 1LV, in me when this sweel litthe lady, they called har Wink', walked in
and swaars sha can do k. She failed tha first attempt but as she continued she asked me why | neaded a pacemaker
anyways? | proceeded to tell her thal | had tried bo kill myself. That's when she told me that she had lost her daughter to
drug abuse and continued an by telling me that God had a plan for my life and that was the reason that | didn't die. She
then gets the LY. in me and says, "That's it." As she finishes she winks at me. Then one of the nurses tumed to me and
said, "Today is her last day. She is retiring today and we arg having a party for her.”" Mow I'm crying and know that there is
something gomng on.

On February 2018, in the micdle of the night, | wake up back on the yard erying my eyes out. As soon as | said, "Jasus
please!l” | hear, "Be still My child.” I've got to tell you all that this whole experience tripped me cut because | was raised as
a pagan. Why was | erying out for a God that | didn't even know?

A couple of weeks go by and | haven't talked to anyone about what had happened. Then this guy "Rich' shows up and we
went to walk the yard. We were talking about various things when all of a sudden he starts talking about God and how he
had just given his life to Christ. That’s when | broke and started telling him about everything that | kad recently been
through. 1 even told him about the night | woke up crying "Jesus please”. That's when he told me that God is calling me
into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ. He went on to say, "You need to give your Iife to Jesus®. So | did!

‘Rich’ providad me with a Bible and that's when | came across these vary important verses to me. T'Srpm@aid eEmiEs (D
i and daes ned bete dver and medies vk ans ehlizam, bredbers and sisiere-nwms, aveEn Tilr enm fE-cuEh 8
[Erdrn Gdrind? BE [y alsafals. Snd refiddetdr dEss Gl oy Qhalr srdds fnd felliny i eirmedd By My dibafeis.”
(Luke 14:26-27T)

S0 like | have said earlier, | have not talked to anyone in my family for over 16 years and this whole time God has had a
plan for my life. 've been separated for & reason and all of thase things have happaned so it would be easier for me to
focus on what is important. And that is Jesus! Jesus tells us, in John 15: 18-19, "I (e wEds foins e, BEED fe ol
et 0 hedeal e @Ee. IFpEe SafhrmeeE 65 dhe wads], i wenlE v e 88 s anim A2 1 5, e g2 fet belang 68 dbe
rliz], Bl [ (henas Ebaenm pae S ol (e ersmiE, VI (B vy b wrirlly e e~ When | first came across these
verses it made 5o much sense why | had such a hard fime out on the street, | NOW know and understand that | have a
purpose and that is, TO FURTHER GOD'S KINGDOM!

In Ezekiel 36:26 God tells us, ™1 will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will remowve from you your
heart of stone and ghve you a heart of flesh.” | know now that my heart was not right for God. | believe that my old saif
died and my "Pacemaker is my new haart AND He put a new Spirit in me and | AM A NEW CREATION! (2 Carinthians
5:17)

| get out of prison here in a few weeks and | believe that | am going to a discipleship program and being very active in a
church. | want to thank you all there at the Shwwesers fr (Shrist for your ministry. May God receive all of the praise and glory
and | pray that His grace and peace rest on all of you there, through Christ Jesus! - D.F.

Shwrcomers for Shirist @.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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Ahat Others Are Saping...

"Thank you for the beautiful card. Christmas time is 50 special, it's how | know of baby Jasus as a young boy, What a
temific story of love, survival and salvation. I'm so thankful to have all of you in my life. | heard somecne say, "Who prays
for me?" My answer to that is the G848 family prays for us, no doubt. Some days are better than others, but faith, hope,
patience, and caring o know the love of God continues the journay of betterment and guality of life if chosen. You guys
are great." - AT,

"May our God of ope fill yvou with joy and peace as you receive this letter. It was such an awesome surprise o receive
your Christmas card, it brought 50 much joy to my spirit and | cant thank you engugh. Christ Jesus is powerful, loving and
living among us and we celebrate His bithday free and redeemed. As | write this, my hear is extremely grateful to be a
part and accepted as an Ghwroewr: or (Sfivist famuly member. You, brothers and sisters, are truly awesome and | want to
say keaep up the great work. | send my love to all the SXS«& family and | can't wait 1o meet everyone in due time. To be

able to write my family who can relate brings closure and peace to my everyday walk. Please feel free to continue writing
back. | look forward to your kind and haartwarming words.” - ALA.

"l hope and pray you all are having a Happy New Year, Ming is awasome, praise God!! Thank you all for making sure that
I get my monthly newsletter. I'm always anxioushy awaiting for it to come in the mail. VWhen | get it, | grab it, then open it to
look at the cowver then | open the first page (o see the smiles of all the angels involved in making the newsletier. A few of
you have written me directly and sometimes | wish | could match the name with the face.” - A.R.

*| received the card you recently sant me and wanted to say thank you. It really meant a lot to ma o find out that my testi-
maeny was relatable to someone else. Thank you for the encouragement on following God's will. ©ne thing | have learmed
in this walk is that our Father will reveal His plan for us when He knows we can handla it. It might not be when we want to
know it, but that to me is what makes it perfect. The Holy Spinit guides us through it, the whole way through it 1 will keep
you and everyone involved with (wremers for (Slirkst in my prayers. | hope God continues to bless you all in what you do. |
hope 1o conlinue comespanding with vou or anyone else from your ministry. May God continue 1o do a great work in you
a5 He is in me. God Bless you!” - T.L.

Hello!! | love reading your (e ot (SErid newsletter. | gave my life to Jesus ... Thanks to all of you guys. | bormow the
Moercomers for &hrist newslatter, but | would really like my awn, so | can share it with all of my brothers in Christ here in
prison. It really makes me happy when | read the Good News. - R\,

Quote Worthy

"Living life with a consistent spiritual walk deeply influences those we love most.”
- Vonette Bright (1926 - 2015) an American author, speaker, and the co-founder of Cru - Campus
Crusade for Christ.

— e e W - oy e B —

Living Word Bible Church Locations

Mesa = 3520 E. Brown Rd. Mesa, AZ 85213  Ahwatukee - 14647 & 30th St #1635 Fhoenix, AZ 85044
Scottsdale - 8551 E. Anderson Dr. #1058 Scottsdala, AZ 85255  Gilbert - 202 5. Gilbert Rd. Gilbert, AZ B5296
Florence - Florence High School 1000 3. Main Si. Florence, AZ B5132
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Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Hare is how you can give to the (Shremers for (SErist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ’,. Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than $250, yvour cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes. For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson,

Ohromirs ot S firist @0, Box 42023 Phioenix, Arizona 85080
P n (602H72-8741 » OC4Cphx@gmail.com



Perfect Me Not
By R.W. h

I am Your heir Lord, I kpow You hear Cord,
Of a troubled man trapped in fear Lord, fear of failing Your precious mission Lord,
Which I have seen through many signs and visions Cord,
Perfect me not, steer Your feir Lord, .

Take my fear Lord, open my heart and mind to the ies of Yours Lord,
My way of lrving was useless for many years Lord,
Until You sat me doen one more time, ofi dear ford

The tears I have yet to cry will be tears of joy before T die Cord, A

Al these scars and tattoos are visible to the sceing eye, but all You see ¥s through Your love,
What's been hidden inside will flounish through unfimited fives Lord,
@But et me not forget, perfect me not Cord, all grace to You and Your will be done Cord,
Sttuations bring me in e mist to whom I used o be Cord,

That's wihy let me not refease the grip of Your hand Cord,
With footprints along the sand fieal this brokgn man Lord,
And most of all protect meé against satan wiho was my biggest fan Cord

Help us be beller stewards by Sending your change of address wihen you move o Irelp réduce uinetessany wasle and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck® Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Eible Church
Shercamers for (Lirist a Minisiry of Living Word Bible Church
wwilivingwordonline.org jasonlvingword@gmail.com
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