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Dear ones,
I LOVE the Season of Advent! It is probably my favorite Season of the Church Year. I have such rich memories of preparing for Christmas as a child and much of that was centered around the traditions of Advent…the Advent Wreath, Advent Calendars, the music and the stories told at church (the lessons for the
four Sunday’s)… All of these things have combined in my heart and mind to make me love this time in our
life together.
One of those things I love is the hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”. It wasn’t until my time in seminary
that I came to know how ancient that hymn is and it’s importance in the Advent Season. The hymn is a
compilation of what is known as the “O Antiphons”. You may notice when we sing it that there are dates
beside some of the verses. Those particular verses were sung as the Antiphons, or opening lines in worship, on those particular dates during the weeks before Christmas as a way of naming the names of Christ
in preparation for Christmas.
This year, the Forward Movement has published a book of daily readings studying this rich tradition
called O Wisdom. Here’s the description of the book:
Songs of thanks and praise, of lament and longing, of restoration and return have been on our lips for millennia. The verses of the ancient hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”, explore and celebrate the many
names of Jesus. Drawn from the book of Isaiah, the O Antiphons have been sung in churches and monastic communities since at least the eighth century. These beautiful and awe-inspiring phrases present a
way for us to sing along with the story of God, to ponder and praise the many names of our Lord.
Through meditations, art, poems, and photos created by people from across the church, this book offers
space and time to embrace Jesus’ presence among us now—and await his coming in glory. Enjoy these
prayers and praises throughout the seasons of Advent and Christmas. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Rejoice!
I plan to read this book daily AND offer special Evening Prayer Services to use the
O Antiphons on December 17th to 22nd at 4:00 PM as an Advent Study. I invite you
to join me. I will have a sign up as there are ways to buy the books at a discount
depending on how many we buy. They are also available for e-readers. Indeed, let
us prepare our lives for the coming of Christ…O Come, O Come, Emmanuel!
In Peace,
Rev. Mary Louise+
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Minutes for Outreach Meeting: October 26, 2018
Members Present: Sharon Korody, Sandy Roberts (2018), Paula Anderson, Tom Catlin, Diane
Catlin (2019), Carolyn Smith (2020)
Members Absent: Carol Boebel (2018), Becky Kelly, Donna Kent, Fran McElvey, John McElvey,
Cindy Brown (2020)
Guests: Lanny Moore, Dave Moore
Meeting: Was called to order by Sharon Korody with a prayer.
Minutes: Were approved by e-mail
Treasurers Report: was reviewed and the donations for this year so far are all on target.
Old Business:
Sharon Korody thanked Paula Anderson for all her work on the Crop Walk. Paula reported that
there were 117 walkers. 186 T-shirts were sold resulting in $1600 going directly into our local
food bank. The walkers and cash contributions from St. Marthas raised $400. The entire walk
raised over $10,000. ! It was a great success.
Sharon Korody shared the draft of the letter we are planning to send to our current charities . It
was unanimously approved by the committee. Sharon Korody will ask Donna Kent to share it
with the Vestry so they are aware of our plans.
New Business:
Thanksgiving Baskets: St Martha’s will be supplying 52 Baskets to families at 3 schools.
Envelopes and gift card requests will be available for people to pick up this Sunday (10/28).
The last day to return items will be November 18th and they will be delivered by November
20th.
Tom Catlin will request 4th quarter funds for The Way Home.
Paula Anderson will check into the future expected needs for our January Food Drive.
Everyone was asked to try and recruit new members for next year. There is an immediate need
for a new chair person(s).
Lanny Moore provided information on the Frankfort Library’s programs and needs as well as
the summer reading program Summercollab. Sharon Korody will contact the director and invite
her to come speak with us about the possibility of bringing this to our area. Once the budget is
approved we will know better if we can help support this mission.
Closing Prayer: was led by Sharon Korody
Next Meeting: November 16th @ 11am.
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Birthdays
Jim Toedtman (1)
Ruth Breunig (3)
Charlotte Sears (7)

Anniversaries

Lee Moore (7)
Nancy May (7)

Lee and Jim Moore (1)

Don Clarke (8)

Patty and Jim Reichert (7)

Deborah Kerchner (9)

Ed and Joyce Post (22)

Jeffery A. Jackson (16)

Carl and Susan Mantegna (26)

Andi Fleming (17)
Molly Schaefer (17)
Joanne Young (18)

Thomas Riley (18)
Janet Murray (19)
Jane Lyons (24)
Ted Tinsley (24)
Noel Tuck (25)
Stephen Di Girolamo (25)

Mickey Kernklian (26)
Sharon Korody (26)
Eric West (28)
Mark McCulloh (28)
Wincy Jackson (28)
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The results are in…..
Here are the many way our parishioners give
of their time and talents to our community.

ACTS

Library

Animal advocacy

Lifeguards

Board members/Trustees

Lions

Cancer Walk/
Support groups

Meals on Wheels
Mentoring

Camp Rehoboth

Mental health support

Coaching

CROP Walk

Operation Seas the
Day

Domestic violence

PEO

Elder support/Meals
for sick

Quilts

Food banks

Sport teams

Freeman Stage

Swim instructors

Gardening

Town committees

HOAs

Tutoring

Homeless Shelters

Veterans Treatment Court

Hospice

Women’s Clubs

Justin’s Beach House
Kidney Walk

8

Vestry 2018/2019
 Ron

Kerchner-Senior Warden
 Tina Edgar-Junior Warden
 Tempe Steen-Secretary
 Donna Kent
 Rick Legeer*
 Jim Reichert
 Nancy Rojewski
Welcome aboard
 Carol Ryan*
new members:
 Paul Thompson*
Rick Legeer
Carol Ryan
Paul Thompson
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Beverly Shirley turns 97
on December 6th. Let’s
join together and shower
her with cards!!!!
36101 Seaside Blvd., Room # 228

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971

THEY’RE BACK!!!! Please take the necessary precautions to help prevent the
spread of these unwelcomed visitors. For
your convenience hand sanitizer has been placed at both
front entrances as well as in
all restrooms.
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Love God. Love Your Neighbor.
Change the World.
St. Martha’s Church
www.stmarthasbethany.com
Located at Pennsylvania Ave. &
Maplewood St. in Bethany
Beach
Phone: 302-539-7444
Mailing address:
PO Box 1478
Bethany Beach, DE 19930-1478
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