I. Presidency of James Madison
· James Madison became the 4th President of the U.S. (1809-1817)

· He used diplomacy to protect American shipping, but failed

· In 1810 the “War Hawks” were elected to Congress 

· Led by John C. Calhoun and Henry Clay 

· Demanded war against Britain and Spain to acquire Canada and Florida

· Outraged by impressment of American sailors and the failing economy

· 1812, Madison asked Congress for a declaration of war against Britain

