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HOLY COMMUNION 
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 16, 2025 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, 
our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into 
a God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time 
and a tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion 
to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in 
the name of the Lord.” 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRELUDE     
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE) 
Stand 
HYMN: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  

Printed on the next page. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Kneel/Stand 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, it is your glory always to have mercy. Bring back all who have 
erred and strayed from your ways; lead them again to embrace in faith the 
truth of your Word and to hold it fast; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

C Amen. 
 
 
Sit 
Later service only: 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his 
descendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be 
their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-making 
ceremony, a sign of God’s promise. 

A A reading from Genesis. 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram 
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of 
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the 
LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven 
and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to 
him as righteousness. 
  7 Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I 
to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years 
old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 10 He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over 
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when birds of prey 



 

 
Second Sunday in Lent Page 7 

came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
  12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and 
terrifying darkness descended upon him. 
  17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river 
of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Later service only: 
PSALM 27 (The congregation’s verses are in bold face type.) 
 
 1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I | be afraid? 
 2 When evildoers came upon me to eat | up my flesh, 
  it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who stum- | bled and fell. 
 3 Though an army should en- | camp against me, 
  yet my heart shall not | be afraid; 
 4 and though war should rise | up against me, 
  yet will I put my | trust in him.  
 5 One thing have I asked of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days | of my life; 
 6 to behold the fair beauty | of the LORD 
  and to seek him | in his temple. 
 7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe | in his shelter; 
  he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high up- | on a rock. 
 8 Even now he lifts | up my head 
  above my enemies | round about me.  
 9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds | of great  

gladness; 
  I will sing and make music | to the LORD. 
 10 Hearken to my voice, O LORD, | when I call; 
  have mercy on me and | answer me. 
 11 You speak in my heart and say, | “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, LORD, | will I seek. 
 12 Hide not your | face from me, 
  nor turn away your servant | in displeasure.  
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    13 You have been my helper; cast me | not away; 
  do not forsake me, O God of | my salvation. 
 14 Though my father and my moth- | er forsake me, 
  the LORD | will sustain me. 
 15 Show me your | way, O LORD; 
  lead me on a level path, because | of my enemies. 
 16 Deliver me not into the hand of my | adversaries, 
  for false witnesses have risen up against me, and also those | who speak  

malice. 
 17 What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness | of the LORD 
  in the land | of the living! 
 18 Oh, tarry and await the LORD’s pleasure; be strong, and he shall com- | 

 fort your heart; 
  wait patiently | for the LORD.  
 
 
SECOND READING Philippians 3:17 - 4:1 
Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not 
regret the course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a 
glorious future and encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps. 

A A reading from Philippians. 
17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according 
to the example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I 
have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is 
destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are 
set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we 
are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our 
humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that 
also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 4:1 Therefore, my brothers 
and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in 
this way, my beloved. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
  



 

 
Second Sunday in Lent Page 9 

Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The congregation sings the Acclamation. 

 
 
The choir sings the Verse. 

 
The Son of Man must be | lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have e- | ternal life. 
 
The congregation repeats the Acclamation. 

 
 
GOSPEL Luke 13:31-35 
Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter 
Jesus from his sacrificial mission. 

P The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, 
for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, 
‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and 
on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must 
be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 
Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a 
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your 
house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when 
you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 
SERMON Pastor Weleck 
 
Stand 
Later service only: 
HYMN OF THE DAY: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 

Printed on the next page. 
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Stand 
The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 
APOSTLES CREED 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly 

baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our 
growth in grace.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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A We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase 
of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and 
among peoples.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of 

war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, 
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day 
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts... 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and 

especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete 
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Worshippers do not greet one another. The service continues with the Offertory. 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.  
OFFERTORY 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks: 

 
 
The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE: 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the minister continues with 
the preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
The assembly sings the SANCTUS: 
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The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther 
himself composed specifically for this purpose. 
P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED, 

OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS; 
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: 
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY + BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS, 
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING: 
THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY + BLOOD, 
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 

 
Sit  
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
R Amen. 
 
We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and 
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We 
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another 
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing 
to come forward for a blessing.  
 
Music during Communion: 
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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ANTHEM: Break Now the Bread of Life Hymn 515 
   
Stand 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, 
that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. 
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 
in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING (BENEDICTION) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN: Beneath the Cross of Jesus   

Printed on the next page. 
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OFFERING 
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.  
 
POSTLUDE     
 

+ + + 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License # SAS017622. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 
 

+ + + 
 
The Easter Cycle celebrates the events surrounding our Lord’s passion, death, and 
resurrection. Beginning with Ash Wednesday, the Easter Cycle includes the Lenten 
season, Holy Week, and the Easter Season. This cycle concludes with the Day of 
Pentecost, as the culmination of the resurrection through the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to Christ’s followers. 
 
During Lent, a Hymn of Praise is not appropriate because of the preparatory and 
penitential nature of this time. 
 
The liturgical color purple, symbolic of our penitence and Jesus’ royalty, is used 
in Lent. 
 

+ + + 
 

Please welcome Connor Elison as our guest organist today. 
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2025 Vestry 
Member Special Area E-mail Address 

Gary Wessner President/Property gtwess@comcast.net 
Dick Allebach Vice President Doot44@gmail.com 
Alison Fishell Secretary alisonhfishell@gmail.com 
Jeannie Funk General Treasurer jeanniefunk@gmail.com 
Sherry Jessee Trust Fund Treasurer dsajessee@hotmail.com 
John Kochel Parish Life John.kochel@thrivent.com 
Karl Stefan Mutual Ministry kssurf@verizon.net 
Chilly Lyaro Christian Education chillylyaro@yahoo.com 
Brian O’Hara Outreach Brian.ohara24@gmail.com 
Shane Elison Christian Education scrabbie1@aol.com 
Jennifer Wentworth Old Church Committee jawentw@aol.com 
Matthew Vera Cemetery Committee Matthew_vera@verizon.net 

Worship Assistants 
Ushers: Scott Halteman, Dick Allebach, Brooke Rush, and Bryan Fishell 
Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor 
Lectors: Lessons: Cheryl Camuso Prayers: Ali Backlund 
Communion Assistant: John Kochel 
Acolyte: Grace Einsla  Crucifer: Russ Einsla 
Altar Guild: 8:00 am: Deb Augustine and Sally Sweeney 
   10:30 am: Linda Romano and Carol Gerhart 
Offering Tabulation: John Kochel, Alison Fishell, and Shane Elison 
Video Streaming: Jim Lien and Chilly Lyaro 

The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by Helen Newton 
and Pam Sharkey I loving memory of husband and father, Charles D. Newton. 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God in honor of James Bubeck’s 
March 11th birthday, from Mom and Katy. 

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Yetter in memory of loved ones. 
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2025 Easter Flowers 
Flowers can now be ordered for Easter! 

 

Please include payment with your order.  
Make checks payable to: Augustus Flower Fund 

Orders can be left in the church office or mailed to: 
Karen Lachenmayer, 412 Dartmoor Road, Schwenksville, PA 19473 

Phone: 610-715-4850 E-Mail: karenlachenmayer@gmail.com 

ORDER DEADLINE: April 6, 2025 
 

Name:   Phone: 
 (Please Print) 

 QTY 
Lily  @ $15.50 =   Check One:   
Daffodil  @ $11.00 =  I will take my flowers AFTER the Easter Service   
Tulip  @ $5.50 =     
  Order Total  Please distribute my flowers to others    

    
I would like the bulletin acknowledgement to read: (PLEASE PRINT) 
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