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April 2020/Board Meeting
COVID-19
Inside this issue:
*April Board Member Meeting COVID-19
*Arletta Allen for FDL City
Council
*African Americans on
COVID-19/George Floyd
* 12th Juneteenth March &
Rally

“In the midst of chaos,
there is also
opportunity.”
– Sun Tsu

On March 19, 2020 Governor Tony Evers announced the first two deaths from coronavirus in the state
and city of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.
During Ebony Vision's February 17, 2020 member’s
meeting we had the pleasure of having Bobbi Hicken
(above left) to present a presentation on her position as Director of Fond du Lac’s Communications and Emergency
Management. After Governor Tony Evers’ Executive Order #12 issued on March
25, 2020 suspending the Open Meetings Law Ebony Vision continued communicating with Bobbi Hicken doing the new norm by “checking-in” on various individuals
in the community of Fond du Lac.
“I have been the emergency management director for Fond du Lac County for just
over three years, Bobbi Hicken writes. “in
that time, we have had several emergency
situations, including tornadoes, floods and
now the COVID-19 pandemic. I have found
during my time here that Fond du Lac County has the best residents who work hard
and support one another. I am also very fortunate to get to know and work with
great partners throughout our community, be it non-profits, emergency responders,
and groups and organizations such as Ebony Vision, that support one another and
work hard to ensure we recover from these disasters.”
We asked on a lighter note, for Bobbi to give us a quote; “One of my favorite
quotes is “In the midst of chaos, there is also opportunity.” – Sun Tsu I like this
quote because it really makes you take a step back and think that even though things
are tough, crazy, whatever, we can come out better – and we will survive. “

Volume 12 Issue 2 April-June 2020

P.O. Box 1902 FDL, WI 54935 | 920-744-5169 | Website: www.ebonyvisionfdl.org | Email: ebonyvisionfdl@ebonyvisionfdl.org

April 2020/Board Meeting cont’d
During April month Ebony Vision Board
meeting discussions were made for furthering
Board meetings on various media platforms for upcoming issues, guidelines and the safety precautions for May and June meetings and to keep Ebony Vision’s members informed with weekly updates by viewing the Ebony Vision Facebook.
To start off the 2020 New Year, Fond du
Lac County electors announced in preparation to
who will serve on open government seats; the
decision during the spring primary opened up
various spots which included: School Boards,
City Councils and County Supervisory positions.

“...all voices no matter their backgrounds deserve to
be represented.
” - Pastor Arletta
Allen

As Ebony Vision's Board members patiently
wait on new procedures and instructions with keeping up
with COVID-19 issues and concerns, our member Arletta
Allen announced her running for City Council. The Fond du Lac Reporter quoted
her to say as her being a resident of Fond du Lac, “I got tired of talking behind
closed doors about the issues I knew I could offer sound feedback on,” and is invested in progressing the community,” she said. Although the community “at large
lacks diversity,” she said, all voices no matter their backgrounds deserve to be represented.
Ebony Vision Member;
Arletta Allen
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APRIL AA Showcase will be delivered by Ebony Vision’s Secretary, Paulette Brown. In representation of continuing monthly African
American Showcases during Ebony
Vision’s member meeting will be
conveniently viewed on Facebook.
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African Americans on COVID-19/George Floyd
May 2020

“Life’s most persistent
and urgent question is,
What are you doing for
others?” — Martin Luther King, Jr.

In continuing the recommendations of the CDC recommending social distancing measures to include with the “Stay at Home” issued for this month having the
nation to “avoid mass gatherings and maintain at least six feet of distance from other
people.” Ebony Vision’s researched on how for decades “Black people and Native
Americans have been subject to a different kind of social distancing in America: segregation, discrimination, and devaluation.”
In reviewing history of the first pandemic “Serving to Tell” researched the
archives in the National Library of Medicine in the early 1900’s, it stated “much of
the black population in 1918 typically lived under worse social, economic, and medical conditions than most of the white population. We thus assume that black people
had lower socioeconomic status than white people did. Much of the black population
in (specifically) 1918 typically lived under worse social, economic, and medical conditions than most of the white population. We thus assume that black people had
lower socioeconomic status than white people did.”
.
On Memorial Day, May 25, 2020 Ebony Vision and much of the Fond du Lac
community was devastated to hear on top of a Pandemic came the impact of George
Floyd’s death in Minneapolis; racism stepped in.

Visit our website:
www.ebonyvisionfdl.org
Like us on:

“Serving To Tell” researched more and came to a blogger by the name of Jen
Aceto, her blog article titled “To my White friends, in light of Ahmaud Arbery &
Breonna Taylor” wrote conclusions for all
white Americans to contemplate on. “When
we understand racism as a system that we
have been raised in and that its impact is inevitable, it’s not really a question of good or
bad. It’s just, ‘I have it. I have been socialized
into it.’ And so, ‘what am I going to do about
it?’ is really the question.”
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Ebony Vision’s Juneteenth/March & Rally
June 20 2020
This year 2020 Ebony Vision has again put
their ideas in place to bring their vision and mission in
effect. According to the CDC on May 6, 2020 the planning, preparations and responses to new strategies and
recommendations for businesses to reopen, Ebony Vision decided to move up to a new level. After the Fond
du Lac community participated in a peaceful protest
“My humanity is bound
for George Floyd, Juneteenth was decided instead of
up in yours, for we can having it being “virtually “viewed on social media the
only be human together.” board members with the suggestion of Vice President,
- Desmond Tutu
Antonio Godfrey wanted to take 2020 Juneteenth to
the streets as a historic moment for the history books; a
March & Rally was born.
In resuming the Juneteenth celebration of the
emancipation throughout the Fond du Lac community,
Ebony Vision’s March & Rally was somewhat of a miraculous miracle. In many ways over the past years,
Juneteenth represents how freedom and justice in the
US has always been delayed for black people; Ebony
“Today we rejoice, reVision rededicated the celebration during the unpreceflect and celebrate our
dented times of a Pandemic and Racism and brought it
achievements throughout
to life; being well informed with the community wise
history.”
with the traditional anthem song, speeches and unity.

Ebony Vision Member Chari Trotter

Ebony Vision Members Bishop & Pastor
Beverly Haywood

- Unknown
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Ebony Vision wants to send out their sincere
thanks to all who participated with chanting, walking,
standing, sitting and being their to give Fond du Lac
the “heart” of what FREEDOM feels like.

Verve Credit Union

