“Historically Speaking” - Winter 2015-16
“Celebrating 40 Years 1976 – 2016”
2016 will be an exciting year for our Society; we will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the founding
of the Collingwood and District Historical Society. On April 13th 1976, a like-minded group of people came together...these people felt strongly that the history of the area should be maintained and
recorded for future generations. April 4th of this year, we will have a special night kicking off the
festivities celebrating this historic milestone. Plan now to attend to see what has made your society
so popular and progressive for four decades!

A Message from the Board
The Board of Directors of the Collingwood and District
Historical Society is pleased to report that the year
2015 has proven to be as successful for the Society as
any year that has gone before it.
These successes include:
- a membership of 126 individuals, organizations and
groups;
- a programme of seven general meetings in which the
presentations that were offered by a group of informed
and knowledgeable speakers from the community and
beyond, dealt with a meaningful and interesting array
of topics: "Turning Back the Pages -The Writings of
Jack McMurchy"; "Sharing Memories - Tales of Wasaga Beach"; "Travelling in Luxury - The Story of the SS
Keewatin" and "Life in Collingwood in the 1950's and
60's" were four of the topics covered in this year's programme;

Members of the CDHS in June 1976 – Dr. D.H.
McKay, John Sneyd, Judy Perry, Frank Fisher,
Mrs. Fisher, Peter Perry and Jack Poste
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- a total audience of five hundred and thirty-six interested and enthusiastic members, guests and friends
of the Society attended these meetings and were most complimentary both of the structure of the meetings
and the variety of format and styles used by the speakers in the presentations themselves;
- the celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the completion of the construction of Collingwood's distinctive
Federal Building; during this event, over one thousand people took advantage of the Open House hosted
by the Society to tour parts of the building not normally available to the general public, to visit the displays
on view and to exchange stories about visiting or working in the building in earlier times; over five hundred
people visited the RCMP ship The Constable Carriere that was docked in the harbour to commemorate the
October 1873 movement of the North West Mounted Police through Collingwood to Western Canada;
- the publication of a commemorative booklet celebrating this Anniversary and the October 1873 departure
from Collingwood of the North West Mounted Police to the West - the booklet was produced through the
efforts of Joan Miller, the Society's Treasurer and Membership Secretary;
- the Patrons of Collingwood's Heritage project, directed by Peter Case, Member of the Board of Directors
continued to function in cooperation with the History Department of the Collingwood Collegiate Institute,
The Collingwood Library and the Collingwood Museum, and produced a series of videos that were shown
to appreciative audiences on several occasions; this project continues with some modification at the
school during the 2016 spring semester;
- the presentation of a bursary to a graduating student at Collingwood Collegiate Institute and at Jean Vanier Catholic High School who is continuing studies in history at the college or university level; The David
Williams, Beverly Westcott Memorial Bursary is valued at five hundred dollars and will be offered again in
the coming year;
- the publication and distribution of four issues of "Historically Speaking", the Society's attractive and informative newsletter in an up-dated version under the editorship of Board Member, Irene Pradyszczuk; this
publication is available in an electronic format by email and appears on the Society's website or can be
obtained in hard copy;
- the continued use of the Society's Facebook Page has exceeded expectations on several occasions; one
thousand, one hundred and twenty-two people were reached with the posting of the Society's Bursary Programme while two separate postings, dealing with the celebration of the Anniversary of the Federal Building, reached two thousand, two hundred and twenty-five people and two thousand, seven hundred and
thirty people respectively; the Facebook Discussion Group continues to attract a growing number of fascinating and spirited comments as well as a wealth of little known historical facts about Collingwood;
The Board gratefully acknowledges the active support that the members of the Society, its friends
and various organizations and government agencies have given to the Society during this period;
this support is deeply and sincerely appreciated and is unquestionably the major factor in the Society's continuing success. Current members are invited to renew their memberships for the coming year while friends of the Society and members of the general public are encouraged to become
members and to support the efforts of the Collingwood and District Historical Society.
The Collingwood and District Historical Society and its Board of Directors offers to all
their very best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year.
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Over a thousand people visited the Federal Building in Collingwood on October 3, 2015 at the CDHS
100th Anniversary Open House and Tour. Special thanks to the RCMP Veterans Association, the RCMP
Marine Security Enforcement Team and the Canadian Coast Guard for their assistance during the building tour and for welcoming the public on board The Constable Carriere, which was docked at the Collingwood Harbour for the day. Truly a once-in-a-lifetime event!
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The David Williams, Beverly Westcott Memorial Bursary was established by the Collingwood and
District Historical Society and on June 25th, the CDHS awarded two $500 bursaries to graduating
students from Collingwood Collegiate Institute and Jean Vanier Catholic High School. This year’s
recipients were Stephenie King and Nicole Seeley. Here is an update on how the students are doing.

Copies of the Commemorative Booklet from
the Federal Building Tour are still available for
sale at the CDHS monthly meetings for $5.00.

My first semester at Trent University has just flown by, and it
has been everything I had wished for and more. Before my
move to Peterborough I felt a little nervous about leaving
home, but in retrospect I could not have asked for a better
school to attend. Trent has such a positive, welcoming atmosphere; it is a beautiful campus with plenty of green
space, friendly classmates and an outstanding academic ambience. I have truly enjoyed all my courses thus far and my
passion for history and the humanities has only grown
stronger in the past four months. I just finished writing my
mid-term exam for my history course: Ten Days that Shook
the World and I can't wait for classes to begin again in January. Having said all that, it is good to be back home for the
winter break. I am truly thankful for the support I have been
given as I pursue my career, and I am so excited about what
the next four years hold for me.
By Stephenie King
4

5

On January 11, 2016, George Daniels will
be presenting “Air Tales” …Wings over
Southern Georgian Bay and The Flying Adventures of a Bush Pilot at the
CDHS monthly meeting. Not only is George
an accomplished commercial pilot and business person, he has received numerous
awards for his contributions to the local area. George received the Queens Diamond
Jubilee Medal in 2012, The Province of Ontario Senior of the Year award in 2014 and
the Governor General’s Caring Canadian
Award in 2015. He is a founding member of
the Collingwood COPA Flight 85 and its immediate Past President. At an age when
most people are slowing down, George continues to motivate people in his community
and make things happen.
George receives the Governor General’s Caring Canadian
Award in 2015 from Governor General David Johnston

Photo: Vincent Carbonneay,RideauHall

"Heritage Matters" is an interesting and informative magazine that is issued twice a year by the Ontario Heritage Trust. It is available, free of charge, simply by having your name added to the mailing
list maintained by the Trust; this can be done by:
Telephone - 1-416-325-5000,
Mail - Ontario Heritage Trust
10 Adelaide Street East
Toronto, Ontario M5C 1J3
Or through its website : www.heritagetrust.on.ca
While past issues have dealt with such topics as The War of 1912-1814, Ontario's Black Community
and the First World War, the current well illustrated issue deals with Archeology in the Province of
Ontario. This should be of particular interest to our members in that the area in which we live
is extremely rich in archaeological sites - many of which are those of the Petun Nation, a community
now long vanished from the shores of Georgian Bay. Carole Stuart, Coordinator, Local History and
Genealogy at the Collingwood Public Library, will offer a presentation entitled "The Petun Nation, Our
Own Indigenous People" at the General Meeting of the Collingwood and District Historical Society to
be held May 2, 2016. This current issue of "Heritage Matters" contains articles by Ron Williamson,
"Archaeology 101", and by Lena Rye entitled "Breaking Ground", both of which provide an excellent
introduction to the theme of this issue as well as to the other related articles in the magazine. A very
useful "Resource List" compiled by Patryk Weglarz completes the material offered.
"Archaeology continues to transform our understanding of history in Ontario" and this issue of
"Heritage Matters" is well worth the effort to obtain a copy and of having your
name added to the mailing list of the Ontario Heritage Trust.
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Executive of the
Collingwood and District
Historical Society

Social Time

Officers for 2015-2016

Meeting Cancellation Policy If one of our meetings has to be can-

Past President-Bruce Mackison
Vice President – Glenn Copeland
Secretary—Kathryn Scott
Treasurer – Joan Miller
Members at Large:
Selby Boyd
Betty Donaher

Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings. We invite members and guests to stay at the completion of our meetings and enjoy a social time.
celled due to inclement weather or conditions beyond our control,
notice of cancellation will be by telephone and/or email and the
general public by radio announcement. In addition, a notice will be
placed on the main door of the Leisure Time Club. A notice will also be posted on our Facebook Page(s). If there is a last minute
cancellation by a speaker, everything possible will be done to have
the meeting take place as scheduled.

Meetings begin at 7 pm. At the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood.
All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:
Historicallyspeakingcdhs.ca

Irene Pradyszczuk
Susan Warner
Any thoughts, ideas or suggestions helpful to our society
please pass them on to an execu-

Transportation If you are in need of transportation to attend a

CDHS meeting, please phone 705-446-1820 or 705-445-1119 and
a ride will be arranged for you.
Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future CDHS newsletter,
please forward the item to Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

tive member

UPCOMING MEETINGS
February 1, 2016 – “The
Roots of Collingwood’s Black
Community” with Carolyn and
Sylvia Wilson

Memberships are due in January each year – If you have not already sent in your
renewal for 2016, won’t you please do so now. Thank you!
To become a member of the Collingwood and District Historical Society, or renew
your membership, please complete this application.
Name:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………

March 7, 2016 – “The Collingwood Shipyards” presented by
Michael Moir, University Archivist and Head Clara Thomas Archives and Special Collections ,
York University

Tel #:………………………………..

April 4, 2016—”40th Anniversary Celebration of the Collingwood and District Historical Society” with a presentation by
Rob Leverty, Executive Director
of the Ontario Historical Society

[_] Other

Email: ……………………………………………….

Membership: Single ($20.00)………………………………………………………………...
Couples & Corporate ($30.00)……………………………………………………………….
I would be interested in working with the Society in areas pertaining to:
[_] Programs [_] Special Events [_] Publicity [_] Membership

Please mail with cheque or money order to: Collingwood & District Historical Society,
Box 181 Collingwood, ON. L9Y 3Z5
Payments can also be made on PAYPAL through the website:
www.collingwoodhistoricalsociety.ca

“Supported by a grant from the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport”
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