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December 11, 2020

Use of Force Policy Certification


Attention Lexipol Agencies

During our Use of Force policy certification reviews we have identified compliance issues for those agencies that use Lexipol policies.  Below are the issues for the two mandatory requirements and our recommended changes for compliance.  WILEAG will not certify an agency’s Use of Force policy unless these changes are made.

The Agency’s use-of-force policies adhere to all applicable federal, state, and local laws. 
The definition of deadly force in Lexipol policy does not match the definition of deadly force in the Wisconsin DAAT Manual.  Lexipol policy uses the terms “very serious injury” and “serious bodily injury” instead of great bodily harm.
Recommend changing those terms to “great bodily harm” to comply with WI DAAT Manual definition of deadly force.    


Wisconsin Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Standards Board

Wisconsin Defensive and Arrest Tactics (DAAT) Manual

The definition of deadly force - The intentional use of a firearm or other instrument that creates a high probability of death or great bodily harm.

Subject behavior that justifies an officer’s use of deadly force is:

Behavior which has caused or imminently threatens to cause death or

great bodily harm to you or another person or persons
The Agency maintains use-of-force policies that prohibit the use of choke holds, except in those situations where the use of deadly force is allowed by law.

The latest Lexipol update contains language (respiratory restraint) that prohibits choke holds but also references carotid control holds.  If an agency authorizes carotid control holds then the policy language is compliant.  If an agency does not authorize carotid control holds then the agency needs to modify the update to reflect that.

Mark Ferguson, President

Wisconsin Law Enforcement Accreditation Group

m.ferguson@glendalewi.gov
