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SITING AN OIL REFINERY

¥ost of Britains oil refineries are located on the coast.Although Britain
produces a great deal of oil fron the North Sea,much is still imported by
tankers and a coastal site 1is best.less than 1% of Britains oil comes from
inland.
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Crude oil is transported in V.L.C.C. (very large crude carriers).These may

be up to and over 250 000 tonnes in size.It is cheaper to transport oil in large
amounts using these super-tankers.Deep water 1s needed to allow large
super-tankers to dock.

SHELTERED SITE

An exposed coastal site where waves and winds may be stormy is not a good
place to berth a super-tanker.A more sheltered slte such as can be found in
an estuary is better.

A large area of land is needed for the refinery and its many oil sto age tanks.
Reasonably flat land is best for building on.Sometimes land is reclaimed from
the sea to build the refinery on,since this land is cheap and of little use
for other purposes.

TRANSRORT

The refined products of the oil refinery must be transported to themarkets.
This may be done by road,rail or pipeline.

A major market for the products of an oil refinery is the petro-chemical industry.
It is best if the refinery is sited near to these industries which are also
found on the banks of estuaries.
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