
 

President’s Report 
 

 I hope all are being safe and healthful.  We are obviously still in the throes of COVID-
19 and its many repercussions.   These are indeed very stressful times and it seems as though 
they will continue for a while.  While your Chapter continues to function your foremost 
concern should be your health safety.  So, be sensible in your daily activities and protect 
yourself and family members as advised by public health officials.   But, in the middle of all 
this your Chapter continues to plan and execute its functions.   
 We just celebrated the 244th Birthday of our Nation.  I am not a military historian or a 
general historian, but help me reflect on this past birthday.  It is truly remarkable that we are 
all where we are today.  Think of who the young folks were back in the 1770 - 1780’s and 
what they did.  While flawed, as we all are, George Washington took command of the 
Continental Army which barely existed the 8 years he led it.  Then he went back to Mount 
Vernon as a civilian to bring it back to life.  Then, with an emerging national constitution (he 
presided over the Constitutional Convention of 1787) and his concern that it be followed as 
the Nation formed, George Washington agreed to be President for 8 years.  I could continue, 
but you get the point. We are a different and blessed Nation.   
 We have cancelled our typical August summer social.  It was the prudent thing to do.  
Where we can however, your Chapter continues to operate and function as it always has.  We 
are installing new Chapter members and are working new applications and supplementals.  
Planning for this school year is underway and we will continue operations in this current 
environment.   
 I encourage you to continue to attend our meetings and invite spouse and guests.    We 
are still challenged with in-person meeting locations.  At least through August-September this 
will be our Chapter meeting venue and Zoom may be a part of our meeting fabric for months 
to come.  So, please join other Chapter members when we meet in this fashion.   
 Thank you for your patience and support as we all struggle with COVID-19.  Review 
our Chapter website and sign up for one or more committees and become a more active 
member.  We are, after all, a volunteer organization.  Your Chapter is moving forward, and 
for that I thank you. 
 
 

 Ray Livingston  
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Meeting Schedule 
 

10 August 2020 
Virtual Meeting at 11:00am  

Using Zoom 
 

14 September 2020 
Virtual Meeting at 11:00am  

Using Zoom 

EDITORS NOTE: After 18 years of doing the chapter newsletter, I really hit a brick wall  
with this issue on ideas.  Thankfully, Jess Brown wrote an article on history in Alabama 
schools. Also, we revived “Revolutionary Questions” from many years ago and Jim Griffith 
came up with 10 questions. The next newsletter will have the answers to these and some new 
questions. Three of the ladies (Beverly Thornton, Sue Royer, and Sarah Curtis) submitted 
stories about their Patriot Ancestors. Many thanks to everyone for their help! If you have a 
book review, story of your Patriot Ancestor, or anything which would be of interest for the 
group, please submit the information to me for future newsletters.  Jim Maples 



Jamie Stanley 
Lewellen Jones 

American Colonial and Revolutionary History in   
Alabama Schools - Baseline Information 

Jess Brown, PR Chair, TVCSAR 
 

 In recent years NSSAR leaders at all levels have ex-
pressed concerns about history education and civic enlighten-
ment.  Of special concern has been coverage and retention of 
information about the colonial period, the Revolutionary 
War, and the development of the U.S. Constitution.  These 
topics are essentially the focus of NSSAR compatriots, in-
cluding the TVCSAR. 
 As part of an effort to revitalize a speakers' bureau for 
the TVCSAR, a review of Alabama's Course of Study for 
Social Studies was undertaken.  The idea behind the effort 
was to identify those topics that would jell with the school 
curriculum.  This 2010 document of 113 pages issued by the 
State Superintendent of Schools delineates the specific topics 
and learning objectives for history, government/civics, geog-
raphy, and economics at every grade level.   
 This review was a real eye-opener!  A few basic general-
izations are obvious.  The agenda of the NSSAR are found 
primarily in American history at two grades - fifth and tenth.  
However, a few of the topics embedded in the course of 
study for seventh and twelve grades relating to constitutional 
development are also linked to interest and expertise within 
the NSSAR. 
 The structure for the state's course of study consists of a 
list of standards or overall learning objectives for each subject 
matter at each grade level.  Listed with each of these stand-
ards are the specific topics or activities that a teacher should 
cover or engage in to adequately fulfill the standard or learn-
ing objective.  These standards and the topics relating to 
them serve as a basic guidepost to answer a key question of 
interest to NSSAR and its local chapters. 
 What topics relating to the period of U.S. history of 
interest to the NSSAR are to be covered in Alabama's public 
schools?  Having a grasp of this information is critical.  It is 
what teachers are pressured to cover in the classroom.  It is 
what museums and similar organizations need to know if 
they wish to attract elementary-secondary school teachers and 
students to their facilities. 
 At the critical fifth grade level in history, there are 13 
standards with three of them relating to topics of primary 
concern to the NSSAR.  At the critical tenth grade level, 
there are 16 standards with three of them also directly con-
nected to NSSAR-related subjects.   
 History is primarily focused on the study of important 

events/places, documents, and people with consequences for 
our time.  So, what events/places, documents/laws and people 
are mentioned explicitly within these standards as topics to be 
covered by the teacher in order to comply with the standards 
or learning objectives of the Revolutionary Period? 
 Regarding events, topics speci-
fied are the French and Indian 
War, the Boston Tea Party, the 
Boston Massacre, five Revolution-
ary War battles (Lexington/
Concord, Bunker Hill, Trenton, 
Saratoga and Yorktown), the First 
and Second Continental Congress, 
and the Constitutional Convention. 
 Regarding documents or laws, 
teachers are expected to cover the 
Stamp Act, the Intolerable Acts, 
Common Sense, the Declaration of 
Independence, the Treaty of Paris 
(1783), the Articles of Confedera-
tion, the original Constitution and 
Bill of Rights, the Federalist Papers, Washington's Farewell 
Address, and the Supreme Court's early decisions of Mar-
bury v. Madison and McCulloch v. Maryland. 
 Regarding people or groups, those listed are George 
Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander 
Hamilton, Patrick Henry, Samuel Adams, Paul Revere, 
Crispus Attucks, Gilbert de Morier, Haym Solomon, Mar-
quis de Lafayette, John Locke, Charles de Montesquieu, 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the Minutemen, and the Sons of 
Liberty.  
 It should be emphasized that while these standards re-
quire educators to use these topics as devices to explain the 
causes and impact of the American Revolution, they do not 
create an exhaustive list for educators.  Topics other than 
those specified may be used by classroom teachers when cov-
ering this period of U.S. history.  The standards should per-
haps be read as a minimum list, not an ideal list. 
 Throughout the Alabama standards for the social sci-
ences, educators are instructed to bring social history or the 
daily lives of ordinary citizens into the classroom, not only 
the highly consequential military and political acts of high 
profile people.   
 In the final analysis, these standards and accompanying 
topics should be a guidepost for SAR chapters if they start to 
ask more serious questions pertaining to the coverage and 
retention of history instruction about the nation's founding. 
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Minutes of previous meetings can now be found at:  https://www.tvcsar.org/monthly-meeting-minutes.html 



 

General Orders  
3 August 1776 

 

“That the Troops may have an opportunity of attending 
public worship, as well as take some rest after the great 
fatigue they have gone through; The General in future 
excuses them from fatigue duty on Sundays (except at the 
Ship Yards, or special occasions) until further orders. The 
General is sorry to be informed that the foolish, and wicked 
practice, of profane cursing and swearing (a Vice heretofore 
little known in an American Army) is growing into fashion; 
he hopes the officers will, by example, as well as influence, 
endeavour to check it, and that both they, and the men will 
reflect, that we can have little hopes of the blessing of Heaven 
on our Arms, if we insult it by our impiety, and folly; added 
to this, it is a vice so mean and low, without any temptation, 
that every man of sense, and character, detests and despises 
it.” 
 

 
 

August 1776 
 

2 August 1776—Members of Congress sign the engrossed 
copy of the Declaration of Independence. John Dickinson of 
Pennsylvania and James Duane, John Jay and Robert 
Livingston of New York refuse to sign. 
 

10 August 1776—The town of Savannah, Georgia held a day
-long celebration in honor of the Declaration of 
Independence. The celebration concluded with the burial of 
an effigy of King George III. 
 

14 August 1776—The city of Boston observed the 11th 
anniversary of the popular resistance which prevented the 
execution of the Stamp Act in Boston. The Sons of Liberty 
erected a liberty pole at the site of the original liberty tree. 
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The top photo on the right is a picture of one of three 
electronic billboards on University Drive which Lamar 
Advertising ran free of charge for the chapter for  seven days 
around Independence Day. This screen rotated many times 
each day along with their paid advertisements. 
 

In the bottom picture, at our February meeting, then 
Chapter President Jim Griffith presents a check and 
certificate to our Chapter Orations winner Caleb Knapp. 
Caleb went on to win the state completion and represented 
Alabama in the National contest. 

 Photo by Jim Maples 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

SMG Ross Hillyer Eastman II 
(Patriot: James Burke) 

 

Alex Kim Eastman  
(Patriot: James Burke) 

 

Lewis Robison Paceley 
(Henry Harless, Sr.) 

 

Peter Johnson Paceley 
(Henry Harless, Sr.) 

 

Daniel A. Paceley 
(Henry Harless, Sr.) 

 

Anders Michael Kinney II 
(Conrod Wilhoit) 



Jamie Stanley 
Lewellen Jones 

Patriots and Soldiers of the Ladies Auxiliary 
 

Ancestor of Beverly Thornton 
Peter Rust 

 

Peter Rust was living in Bedford County ( now Campbell 
County), VA at the commencement of the American 
Revolution. Peter entered his Revolutionary War service in 
Bedford County, VA in a militia company commanded by 
Captain Samuel Houston. They served under Colonel James 
Callaway in an expedition against the Cherokee Indians in 
1780. Rust served a three month tour and was discharged in 
1780.  Shortly afterwards, he moved to Burke County, 
NC.  In Burke County, her served in a militia company 
commanded by Captain McFarland of McDowell’s 
Regiment.  He was stationed on the Catawba Frontier.  He 
served three months tour and took part in a short action 
against the Cherokees in 1781. In 1798 Rust received grant 
land on the  North side of the Catawba, adjacent to land 
belonging to John Rutherford (and formerly owned by 
William Moore) and also adjacent to his own deeded 
property. In 1823 Rust received 110 acres on Reedy Branch 
adjacent to land belonging to John Rutherford, John 
Greenlee, James Hogan and Robert Sherman. Peter died in 
Burke County NC, March 4, 1829.  His widow was 
awarded a government pension (1843).  She also was 
awarded a warrant for 160 acres of bounty land by the Act of 
1855.   
 
William and John Fleming: Father and Son Revolutionary 

War Patriots 
 

 Sue Royer, wife of Tennessee Valley Chapter member 
George Royer, is descended from William and John 
Fleming, a father and son who both served in the Revolution 
in varied and interesting capacities.  Their service during the 
War ranged from service with George Washington at Valley 
Forge in the winter of 1777-78, service on two different ships 
in the Virginia State Navy, and finally being present and 
serving with the Continental Army at the British surrender at 
Yorktown in 1781. 
 William Fleming was born in England and came to 
America as a young boy.  It is not known where he first lived 
in the Colonies, but he settled in 1775 on a farm in Louisa 
County, Virginia with his wife Ann. He enlisted in the 
Continental Army in 1776 and served as a corporal in the 
First Continental Artillery Regiment.  Service records show 
that he was present with the First Artillery Regiment at 
Valley Forge from January to June of 1778.  William 

Fleming served in the Continental Army until 1780 when he 
returned home to Louisa County where he lived for the rest 
of his life.  His life ended in tragedy, however, when he froze 
to death on his way home from a store in Hanover County 
on a Christmas Eve sometime after the end of the war. 
 William’s oldest son, John Fleming, was living with his 
parents in Louisa County at the beginning of the 
Revolutionary War.  After the war began, John enlisted in 
the Virginia State Navy in 1776 and served in the navy until 
1779 as a gunner’s mate.  He served on two ships, first on 
the galley “Hero” and later on the brig “Tempest.”  After 
serving in the navy, John Fleming enlisted in the Continental 
Army in March of 1781. He served with the First Virginia 
Regiment at Yorktown at the time of Cornwallis’ surrender 
on October 18, 1781.  He continued his service in the 
Continental Army until he was discharged on August 23, 
1783 and returned home to Louisa County.  His children 
recalled that he brought home several cannon balls, a canteen 
and some paper money from his time of service in the army. 
 John Fleming married Elizabeth Harris in April of 
1786.  He received a grant of 200 acres of land in 1784 from 
the State of Virginia as the result of his service in the 
Revolution.  He later received a land grant of 100 acres from 
the United States in 1790 for his service. 
 John died at the age of sixty-nine years in 1828 and was 
buried in Louisa County.  His widow Elizabeth made 
application in 1858 for a land grant and pension based upon 
John’s service in the Revolution.  She was eighty-eight years 
of age at the time.  Her application was approved and 
Elizabeth was awarded 60 acres of bounty land and a pension 
of $80/year. 
 

Ancestor of Sarah Curtis 
John Bishop 

 

 John Bishop was born at New Haven, Connecticut in 
1730. He married Rachel Ruggles in New Haven, 
Connecticut. John Bishop served in the French and Indian 
War in one of the Militias marching to the relief of Ft. 
Edward, N.Y. John and Rachel Bishop removed from New 
Milford, Connecticut to Monkton, Vermont which was 
situated along the Eastern banks of Lake Champlain near 
Ticonderoga. It provided a geographic buffer between 
British held Canada and the American Colonies. The British 
made periodic raids on upper present-day Vermont to 
prevent the colonists from getting a foothold and taking the 
war north to Canada. The Otter Creek Raid of 1778 was led 
by British General Carlton under the command of General 
Haldimand. John Bishop and his neighbors, serving under 

August/September 2020                                The Valley Patriot                     Page 4 

  
 



James Bentley had earned the wrath of the British for having 
previously captured a group of 13 Loyalists in the Monkton 
raid. These Loyalists were imprisoned at Ticonderoga.  
 Perhaps more troubling to the British may have been the 
“Association Bill” signed in 1777 by John Bishop and 65 
other Otter Creek residents pledging loyalty to the 
Continental Army.  In 1778, General Carlton completed a 
successful raid at the Otter Creek area but returned 
specifically to Monkton to destroy the township and the 
“rebels.’ The resultant raid destroyed the settlement. Rachel 
Ruggles Bishop along with neighbors repelled the Indians 
and escaped to Ft. Ranger in Rutland, Vermont for the 
duration of the Revolutionary War.  
 John Bishop and other Otter Creek residents were 
captured by the British and taken to ships on Lake 
Champlain, then transported to prison camps in Quebec. 
George Washington wrote to Col. Ethan Allen requesting his 
assistance in pursuing their prison release. In 1780, John 
Bishop and others were moved to Maribai Bay, where John 
Bishop reportedly worked as a mason for the rest of his 
imprisonment. John Bishop was finally released in 1783 and 
returned to Monkton. John Bishop died abt. 1801 in 
Monkton as reported by a Probate notice in a local Monkton 
newspaper. Although no tombstone has been found, he is 
likely buried in a cemetery on Monkton Ridge or Monkton 
Boro. 
 

 
William Caslon 

 

The font that I have used for the newsletter for the last 18 
years is  Caslon Old Face. This font is a “modernized” 
version of the original Caslon type of the eighteenth century. 
William Caslon was the most successful type founder in the 
eighteenth century and his types were widely used both in 
America and England. Caslon type was Benjamin Franklin’s 
favorite, and he used it almost exclusively. John Dunlap used 
14 point Caslon to print the first copies of the Declaration of 
Independence in 1776. William Caslon founded a dynasty of 
type foundries that would continue to produce type until 
1937. This “modernized” version does not use the small 
capitals, long “s”   and swash characters     that were common 
in the 1700’s but are no longer used. 

 
 
 

1.The most widely read pamphlet of the American 

Revolution was written by Thomas Paine and entitled 

“Common Sense”.  The original title of this pamphlet was 

“Plain Truth”.  At the urging of another “Founding Father”, 

the title of this most famous pamphlet was changed.  Do you 

know who suggested the new title? 

2. Hessian forces are best known for their defeat at the Battle 

of Trenton where George Washington attacked them on 

December 26, 1776 as they were “recovering” from their 

Christmas celebrations.  Do you know what country the 

Hessians came from and what interest they had in fighting 

with the British in the Revolutionary War? 

3. Variolation was a form of inoculation at the time of the 

Revolutionary War.  This was required in order to 

significantly reduce the number of Washington’s soldiers 

who had contracted this horrible disease.  Can you name the 

disease? 

4. Do you know where and when George Washington 

resigned his Military Commission? 

5. After the Patriot’s defeat at the Battle of Germantown, 

General George Washington possessed an item that belonged 

to British General William Howe.  Can you name that item 

and also tell what General Washington did with it? 

6. Marquis de Lafayette gifted a key to George Washington.  

This key was to a famous facility in France.  Can you name 

the facility and also where the key resides today? 

7. What was the name of the hill where the “Battle of Bunker 

Hill” was fought? 

8. How long did the British rule over what is now the United 

States? 

9. Most people know that King George III was king during 

the American Revolution, but do you know who was Prime 

Minister during that time? 

10. King George III reigned over the British Empire during 

the American Revolution.  How long did King George III 

reign and how is he related to Queen Elizabeth II, current 

queen of England?  

Revolutionary Questions 
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TO: 

Jim Maples 
1501 Elmwood Dr. 
Huntsville, AL 35801 
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 The Concord Hymn 
       Ralph Waldo Emerson (1837) 

 

By the rude bridge that arched the flood, 
  Their flag to April's breeze unfurled; 
Here once the embattled farmers stood; 
  And fired the shot heard round the world. 
 

The foe long since in silence slept; 
  Alike the conqueror silent sleeps, 
And Time the ruined bridge has swept 
  Down the dark stream that seaward creeps. 
 

On this green bank, by this soft stream, 
  We place with joy a votive stone, 
That memory may their deeds redeem, 
  When, like our sires, our sons are gone. 
 

O Thou who made those heroes dare 
  To die, and leave their children free,  
Bid Time and Nature gently spare 
  The shaft we raised to them and Thee. 


