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AGENCIES THAT WE SERVE
Big Brothers/Big Sisters South Huron
Blessings Food Bank
Clinton Salvation Army
Community Living South Huron
COPE
Exeter Food Bank
Feed My Sheep
Forest Food Bank
Friends of the Community
Goderich Salvation Army
Heartland Community Church
House of Blessing Stratford
Listowel Salvation Army
Men’s Mission Services London
North Huron Food Share
Palmerston Food Bank
Salvation Army Center of Hope London
Salvation Army Strathroy
Seaforth Food Bank
Second Stage Housing Exeter
Second Stage Housing Clinton
Second Stage Housing Goderich
St. James Church Stratford
St John’s Church Stratford
St. Vincent De Paul Food Bank
St. Vincent De Paul Soup Kitchen
Teen Challenge
Wingham Salvation Army
Women’s Shelter Goderich
WOTCH Program Exeter
Y.O.U. Youth Opportunities Unlimited
and growing. Please volunteer or donate.

donatetoday!
We need your continued
support. Please consider
volunteering or making a
financial donation today Thank You!

39978 Crediton Road, Box 266
Centralia, ON N0M1K0
Tel: 519.913.2362
www.huroncountyfoodbank.org

Gala Evening Winners:
Jim DeBlock Dianne Miller Betty DeBlock.

so appealing and we wanted to make sure our
customers had access to the very best from the
growers.

The bountiful harvest season of Huron County
is in full swing, with our farm markets filled with
colourful vegetables, fruits, flowers and crafts
too. We love to gather our share of this harvest
season, add it to our menu and share it with
family and friends as often as possible.
We’re celebrating a change in the season after
a very busy summer here at the Huron County
Food Bank Distribution Centre. Beginning in
May, we attended gatherings where we heard
about great things happening in the County.
We heard from the folks from the Grand Bend
Community Foundation during their annual
meeting. They have challenges and plans to
develop their work in the area and we’re grateful
for their partnership.
Our volunteers are celebrating too, since their
lifting and moving tasks are now made easier
with the use of the hand jack, purchased with
funds from the grant we received from this
active Grand Bend Community Foundation.
With this equipment we can weigh ‘by the skid’
and not ‘by the box’. Thank you Grand Bend
Community Foundation for your foresight and
support. Together our partnership continues
the work of feeding the hungry people in this
region!
Our summer student, Heather Martin, joined
our team in June for 8 weeks and was a
wonderful addition to the Distribution Centre.
With the addition of Heather’s computer and
office organizational skills we accomplished
tasks on the long list of ‘must do this now!’.
Heather has returned to her agricultural studies
at Ridgetown College and we send her our best
wishes for success.
July was a busy month, with fresh produce
coming in and going out. The freshest foods are

Our creative volunteers and friends began
planning and preparing for the first Gala
fundraising event of the Distribution Centre.
To raise awareness of the hunger issues right
here in Huron County and neighbouring
communities, the HCFBDC’s first Annual
Gala event- Be Still and Know – was held on
August 7, 2014 at the Vanastra Community
Christian Reformed Church. All proceeds of
this event were directed to the End Hunger in
Huron County campaign. This gala evening
welcomed guests to savour the 3 course menu
created by our own chef Janet Boot who is
the Board president, along with her team of
volunteers. The wonderful menu featured
local foods, focusing on flavours and freshness.
During the evening, bidding opened on more
than 45 silent auction items and experiences.
The bidding grew fast and furious as the
final minutes of action were closing. The live
auction with Richard Lobb, renowned local
favourite auctioneer, was exciting as each new
item came up for opening bids.
The evening’s gathering of friends was
enhanced by local harpists from the Huron
county Harp School led by Sharon Johnston.
Thank you to Maggie and Hannah Burgsma, for
providing us with wonderful music. This firstever fund-raising dining event began the focus
on building stronger and new partnerships
with regional food producers, our local farmers
with market crops as well as financial and
strategic alliances.
Warden Joe Steffler confirmed his support
for our work, when he committed to sharing
the proceeds from the Warden’s Annual Golf
Tournament, held on August 15 at the Seaforth
Golf and Country Club. We are very grateful
to Warden Joe Steffler and all the golfers who
were part of this fundraising event for the
Huron County Food Bank Distribution Centre.

Potato sorting crew

Food banks working
together for another
successful back pack
program.

Those last warm days of summer stretched into the Labour Day
weekend and it was a very busy one in Grand Bend. Traditionally the
Grand Bend Rotary holds a toll road on this weekend and raised $11,000
for the Distribution Centre. Thank you to all the Rotary members who
braved the hot sun to complete such a successful fundraiser. We are so
appreciative of our service club members who undertake this kind of
event, giving their time and effort in support of our organization’s work.
And that brings us to the important celebration for family and friends
each fall – it is amazing how these months fly by, with all of us so busy
thinking about what we should be doing, perhaps what we haven’t
done yet. And time is passing fast!
In our business we need a chance to recharge, refocus and remember
that we are so very fortunate to live in this area, where we have access to
a bountiful harvest. We have time and space to bring family and friends
to the tables to celebrate and appreciate our good fortunes as well as
acknowledge that we all have our own challenges too.
As we approach Thanksgiving weekend, it’s a good time to remember
those in our neighbourhood who may not be as fortunate. We can do
things to get to know our neighbours, perhaps sharing a meal together
or dropping off extra tomatoes, bread and other treats. It may be one of
the greatest experiences we have in life – a chance to share.

Food Distribution Centre. Our website
at www.huroncountyfoodbank.org
provides background information and ideas for you to consider.
If you have suggestions or ideas please do contact: Mary Ellen Zielman
at 519-913-2362 / zielman@huroncountyfoodbank.org.
The Huron County Food Bank Distribution Centre Board, volunteers and
staff continue to give thanks for its many blessings shown in support of
the Centre. With the generous donations of finances and food we can
reach out to the community. We are committed to our focus and look
forward to your support. You’re invited to join our busy volunteers – we
energize each other!
Thank you to all who have given support to the Distribution Centre.
Working together we can achieve success and move to Eliminate
Hunger in Huron!
Wishing you and your family a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration,
with everyone important to you gathered to share a bountiful harvest.
Mary Ellen Zielman

Working Together

A Student’s Perspective — by Heather Martin

With our growing network of partners and supporters, the Huron
County Food Bank Distribution Centre staff and volunteers are working
to build long-term strategies which will address the complex issues
of poverty and hunger in Huron County. We know that poverty and
hunger are often hidden down concessions and side roads as well as on
the streets of our communities.

These past few months I had the pleasure of being the summer student
at the Huron County Food Bank Distribution Center. I have a diploma in
supply chain management, and am currently in school for agriculture,
so this was a great fit for me.

Frustratingly and sadly, food bank usage continues to grow as our area
recovers slowly from the economic recession. There continue to be
challenges - rising food costs, unemployment and affordable housing
shortages. We believe no child should go to bed hungry and are
working with the local food banks and aid agencies to lessen the food
insecurities that are happening to too many people right here at home.
We hope you’ll look for additional information on partnering or
volunteering as well as the strategic activities of the Huron County

o u r

I found it interesting to see how different companies and organizations
worked together to redistribute food to those in need, so that nothing
was wasted. Mary Ellen, Anne, and the team of volunteers do a wonderful
job of ensuring there is a variety of food and hygiene products to be
delivered to each agency weekly.
It was an honour to be part of the HCFBDC this summer and help feed
those in need. It really opened my eyes to how many people need help.
Hopefully one day no one will be hungry, but until then the Huron
County Food Bank Distribution Center will be there to lend a hand. Keep
up the great work!

c o r p o r a t e

p a r t n e r s

Interested in becoming a Corporate Partner?
Please visit our website or call us to
partner and make a differnece
in Huron County and
beyond.
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