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The stories behind AFN’s 75-year connection with the troops

B GEQRGE & SMITH, AMERICAN FORCES
KRETWORE BROADCAST CENTER

he convey of soldiers looked

I right and left for improvised ex-

plosive devices and enemy com

batants as they zped along & 100-mile

gauntlet near the Iraqi/Syrian border

They were on one of The most unusual

missions of Operation Iragi Freedom:

The soldiers wanted an American Forc-
esx Network (AFN) decoder box

to watch live NFL football.

The commander of the
1st Bquadron, 3rd Ar
mored Cavealry Regi-
ment had arranged
lor the decoder to get
mailed directly to
him in April 2003 for
his 1,200 troops oc-
cupying an old train
station in Al O,
Irag, in Al Anbar prov-
mce

"We were probably the
only unit in Iraq watching
live TV at the time,” said the unit's
commander at that time, U5 Army
Colonel (Ret.) Greg Reilly: “Total mo-
rale baost like no other!” That's why
a unlt of soldiers hungry for live NFL
foothall valued that box so dearly

A
ter it went missing for a day, the unit
comimand sergesnt s seiged con-
trol of the box, cheined it to & wall and
put it under 24/7 security, and set up
a digtribution system for their gingular

The first AFN
shows were
broadcasted from BEC
studios in the United
Kingdom to Americans
preparing to storm the
beaches of Normandy
on D-Day.

decoder.
This is just one of the many stories
which illustrate the elevated impor:

tance AFN has had over its 75 years of

service to American military personnel
serving far from home. The network
has helped change Hollywood, topple a
dictator, inspire legendary musicians,
feed o starving city and save lives
Many Americans have never heard
of AFN, since it only operates over-
seax for ULE military person-
nel, Dol civilisns and
their families. But the
overzeas U5 military
knows their radio and
television network
COnnection 'n'u'l'lll
the States well. In
some  cases, that
connection has en-
dured across pen-
erations,  American
military families first

listened to U5 Army
Pvt. (rary Bautell on
AFN Eurepe in 1962, Today,

Gary is still on the air as a DeD
civilian, the same energetic AFN voice
enjoyed by their grandparents now
connecting with the youngest members
of the American military cormmuning.

Bautell's first assignment &nd AFN's
v both began with radis, In the
a0's and early 405, television was
still largely confined to laboratories.
Many people lived beyond the reach
of daily newspapers and barely 20

percent of American households had
phones. For “The Greatest Genera-
tiom,” radio was the single, indispens
able, real-time connection to the world,
and they couldn't get enough
of it. Ope of the first radio
stations, KGEl, was actu-
ally located in San Francis-
co, KGELD broadeasted by
shortwave to U.S. military
personnel in the Philippines
in 193%, Inm 1940, the com
mander of the Panama Canal
Artillery Command, started
PCAC radio These aarly
military radio stations provid-  Toem Lewis
el troops the preferred medi

um of the time, and when they had i,
maorale soared. The War Department’s
Eavmond Fosdick said it best, *Morale
13 as Important as ammunition.™

Importance of radio

But it wasn't until May 2 1942,
when the importance of radio be-
came official, That was the date when
the War Department established the
Armed Forces Radio Service (AFRS),
In the years to follow, military A5
would open their micrephone under
many names; the Far East Network,
Blue Danube Network, American |
es Viemam Metwork, American Forces
d Metwork, American Forces
MNetwark, and the name oow
used by all military broadcast stations
today- the American Forces Network

Unce the War Department

=

established the military netwaork, they
commissioned a civilian, senior adver-

lising agency official, Tom Lewis, 1o
lead it as a U5 Army officer. Lewis
was porfoct for the chal-

lenge, He lived in Los Ange
les, had seores of Hollywood
contacts and was married to
mavie star Lorella Young
The new major quickly found
the entertainment. equip-
ment and personnel to creale
& network of radio stations
for U.5. military personnel

World War 11 troops sery
ing overseas listened and
loved it. Some got creative,
and when they didn't have a radio,
they built their own. Soldiers built ra-
dioz out of whatever parts they could
scrounge, whether it was ar biade
and copper wire, or a mess kit with
mietl serap.

AFN delivered maorale to mullions in
the 4= using popular entertainment
from the era’s top tars such as come
diana Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Abbon
and Costello, singers Bing Crosby and
Minah Shore, achr Clark Gable andd
bandleader Glenn Miller.

The frst AFN shows were broad-
cagted from BBEC studios in the United
Kingdom Americans preparing to
storm the beaches of Mormandy on D-
Day  Later, AFN mubhile radie studios
and transmitters followed Gls as they
surged ashore in France and advanced
inland,




Abova: The Armed Forces Rsdio Service [(AFRS| Reatursd the 1ap Hallpweod stars of the

tirmee im the 19405, inchuding Humphrey Bogart and Lawren Bacall, interviewed by Jack Brown
{eanwtar] of AFRS. X0 Phora

Wight: On'Wednesday, Decamber 10, 3000, st exactly 3 p.m., MESgt Erc Branzones went live
trom an undisclosed location in lrag on 1077 daring Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. Brazones now
works st AFATS Headquarters at L. Meacle, Maryland, as a DoD civilian, |15 % Force phom by

Tech. Sqr. Trish Buiiting

It wasn't the only network aimed
to influence morale on the battlefield.
The enemy was in the game, but with a
goal to send American morale in & dif
ferent direction. American troops ad-
vancing across Europe and the Pacific
were greeted by propagandists like
Axizs Sally and Tokys Rose snesking

vnce again combined fixed Iocations
with mobile studiog o ensure complete
covernge on what became AFEN, the
Amencan Forces Rores Network, I car-
ried music, news and command infor-
mation which, in sne historic instance,
included commands 1o The enemy. As
American forces pushed the North Ko-

demoralizing messages  into reans and their Chinese allies
English language music inter Full retreat in Cetober,
and news programs Robert Plant, the 1950, General Douglas

AFN countered
with G1IEL, a female
M whe played the

lead vocalist for rock
legends, Led Zeppelin,

MacArthur used the
AFEN airwaves 1o
demand the sur-

Iatest music and % render of the com-
endeared hersell said he tuned to AFN mminist forces

[0 e rups Y broadcasts in the 50s to hear  When - the
aponding to G the jazz and blues which AFEN continued
“";E;'f- etworx  DECaMe influences for the “‘I‘I'IH'*_’ILIT;F “‘:'m:;j
kept  propaganda  iconic music he himself  the-cleck force
B lemerd I et Wouldoremts, T
American military  per- its areas, local customa,

sonnel expected their news to
b just ke it was in the United States,
At the same time, the broadcasters
carefully avoided even the inadvertent
mention of any miormation that could
give the enemy an advantage,
Sometimes AFN DJ=s were told to
do odd things that didn't make sense
from & programming standpoint.  For
example, AFN London played “Sur le
Pont d*Avignon,” a French children’s
song about dancing on the Avignon
Bridge L4 times in ome day, DJs Lat
er learned that it was a code song for
the French resistant forces,

Expanding its reach

Eventually the sounds of World War
11 Fell stlent, but AFN did not. AFN sta
tons were set up at locations where
there were major concentrations of
LS. troops, mostly in Japan, Korea,
Germany, ltaly and Belgium. Stations
were also set up in France, Austria and
Tatwan, which eveniu: Iy clozed

The outbresk of in Karen sent
the network scrambling for new studio
facilities. Radio broadcast operations

phraze-of-the-day  language
hintz and news and  entertainment
from back home.
AFEN radio and TV broadcasts were
a hit with South Koreans who wanted
to learn English, or were curious about
American culture and music. AFEN
was especially popular because it of-
fered its TV services in color before
the technolegy was available on Ko-
rean TW Korean brosdeast organiza-
tions used the dominance of American
color TV as part of a successful pitch
far thelr own government's support in
converting to color,
Though AFEN'S television program
mung wad net intended for host nation-

als, it widely watched by locals
just the same, AFKN personnel were
told that when then South Korean

President, Park Chung-hee, was assas-
sindted in 1979, inside his r.|l'L'.-iI.IJL'I1'IIiI.|
compound; it was AFEMN that was being
watched on television sets in the area
where four of hiz bodyguards had been
killed,

While AFEN broadcasts were tar-
geted only to Americans, host natienals

living close to LS, military installa
tions could watch AFEN TV and listen
to AFKN radie, Before AFN started
broadcazting TV only 1o Americans on
bhase with AFN decoder baxes, host na-
tionals living within the TV broadcast
Tootprint” were able vo watch using
ald-fashioned recftop antennas or set-
top rabbit ears

AFN radio meant mare to locals than

Jjust & way to brush up their English or

stay current with uncensored news
Radie was always first and foremost
about the music, and AFN's reputation
wisg built on having the latest and the
best of every genre. Among talented
young European musicians cager to
broaden their own reperfoire, AFN
s became musi-cultural emissaries
for new sounds. Robert Plant, the load
vocalist for mck legends, Led Zeppe
lin, said he tuned to AFN broadcasts
in the 505 to hear the jazz and blues
which hecame influences for the iconic
music he himself would create. Singer,
Van Morrisen was another awvid lis-
tener, and even mentioned AFN in his
705 song “In the Days before Rock and
Roll," as did the German Country band
“Truck Stop.”

Making it big

Their success as military
broadcasters inevitably led to
wider fame for some DJs and
journalists, Crame show lost
. dmerican Top 40
host, Casey Kasem, and actor
George Kennedy of The MNa-
ked Gun, wore three military
broadeasters who went on o S
become household names in Pat Sajak
the United States and around
the world,

One military DJF in Vietnam, Adrian
Cronauer, had already enjoyed a mea-
sure of fame among his generation of
warriors, but achieved immortality
when portrayed by Robin Williams in
the flm Good Moerning Vietnam. For
many Americans that movie marked
the first - and in some cases, the only
time they'd heard of the military

broadoast network

In multiple conflicts to follow, the
Cronauer-Williams  connection  in-
spired other IS 1o crack thewr mics for
thi first shows from each new combat
wone and say: " Good Morning Bosnia."
“rood Morning Saud] Arabia,” “(rood
Morning Iraq.” or “Good Morning Af-
ghanistan.”

AFN radio 15 tradiionally the lirst
service provided when U8, mili-
tary personnel deploy, which means
American music has gone on the air
in some unlikely locations. In World
War IT, AFN broadeasted from China,
India and Burma. From the late ‘505
until 1976 the network was on the air
from Tehran, Iran. The Armed Forges
Metwork Talwan operated until 1979
AFN DJs had a brief presence in So-
malia from 1993-19%4 and today are
still brosadeasting from Guantanamo
Bay Cuba, Diego Garcia in the Indian
Deean, Honduras in Central America,
and Kwajalein Atoll in the Pacific

Places where AFN radio signals
HTTIVE GIre =somellmes mEae SUTPTLS-
ing than the places they originate.
Programs from Germany have been
heard in Latvia and Estoma, and AFN
broadeasts from Japan have
been picked up in Scandi-
navia this year. In the ‘70z,
people in communist Emst
Germany and Czechosio-
valkia routinely tuned-in 1o
AFN  radio, despite their
country’s attempls to jam
the signals. In 1979, & com-
munist defector and his 1.5,
military escort arrived unan
nounced at AFN Nusrnberg.
After being introduced to the
marming [I, an Army sergeant, the de-
fector zaid, "1 always wanted to meet
vou. I always listened to your station
instead of other English language ra-
din stations because you weren't trying
to influence me. You're just a soldier
talking o other saldiers, and a soldier
wouldn't lie to his comrades.”
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More than entertainment

AFN's satellite-delivered services
are especially valuable for military
personnel deployed to remaote combat
zones, regions where the Internet is
unreliable and to U8 Navy ships at
sed. AFN broadeasts three Direct to
Sailor (DTS} channels: Mows, Sports,
and AFN|prime to personnel afoal
around the world

Gotting morale-boosting  entertain-
ment 1o the force, wherever they are in
the world, has always been an impor-
tant part of AFN's mizsion

But an even more critical unction
of AFN has been, and continues to be
keeping Americans informed in times
of emergencies, life threatening ca-
larmities and crisis.

During the Sowviet biockade of West
Berlin in 1943-49, the cit v fac ed starvs-
tion &nd a fearful future. Americs and
its allies managed to keep catlastrophe
at bay only through an epic airlift of
food and other critical supplies, with
more than 8000 tens a day deliversd
by round-the-clock fight= into Tempel-
hof Airport. At the airlift’s peak, planes
were landing every 45 seconds,

AFN Berlin's music and news
were  undisguised morale
boozters during the block
ade’s darkest days. But
equally important was
the position of the
station's radio trans-
mitter tower, Sitting
directly in the flight

path to Tempelhof. its  the world:
signal served double
duty as a beacon, guid- States

ing the allied aircrews
its they Aew to the city's
FescuE.

In 1989, the AFN netwark in
Panamia, the Southern Command MNet
work (SCN), gave Americans around-
the-clock force protection updates on
radio and TV when troops under mili
tary dictator Manuel Moriega started
a series of increasingly wiolent ac-
tions against U5, military personnel
and their families. The U.5. military
commander in the Canal Zone directed
all personnel fo tune to SCN Tor real
time wpdates on the rapidly unfolding
evenls and important safety adviso-
ries.  SCN remained an information

AFN exists for the
most deserving,
unigue audience in

lifeline during the invasion in Opera-
ton Just Canse, right up until the day
Noriega was removed from power

Ironically, it was SCM music that
.8, forces decided to play non-stop
through loudspeskers at maximum
valume as 4 way to help force Noriega
out of the Vatican embassy where he
had fed to escape capture. It might he
the only known instance of AFN delib-
eralely attempling to create a dissatis-
fied listener.

In 1591, military broadcasters at
the station at Clark Air Force Base in
the Philippines became a lifeline when
the Mt Pinatubo volcano erupted cata-
strophically. AFN gave updates on the
eruption, keeping the force informed
of the threat, which eventually buried
the Air base and foreed the evacuation
of 15,000 Americans

Amid the horrors of September 11,
2001, AFN was a cructal tool for com-
manders to reach the force and their
families, both on and of 7 malitary in
stallationsa, with critical information.
Overseas, Americans got continual live
reports on what was happening in the
United States, force protection guid-
ance from commeanders, details on ad-
ditional security measures and threat

vulnerabilines, updates on air-

line Aights or travel and the

latest on the changing
global threat level,

When the 2011

Tiahoku  earthguake

and tsunami hit Ja-

pam, causing nearly

L6000 deaths, AFN

the United ccordinated its ra-
e dio, TV amd social
I'I"Illltilr\l", media platforms to

pravide real time up-
dates on damage, recay
ery efforts and ongoing

hazards
In 2001 2, a= torrential storms lashed
Terceira Island in Portugal’s Arores,
the AFN Lajes team was in the field
providing and lreguently updating vid
eo, radio and social media reperts. Fol-
lowing the 2006 terrorist attack at the
Brussels airport, AFN Benelux became
the American military population’s
trusted source for up-te-the-minute
informaton, synchronizing its radio
coverage and Facebook posts in & run-
ning series of foree protection updates
spanning the attack and its aftermath.

Above: Then President Barsck Ohama did the First Tve word-wide TV Troop Talk on AFN Sept.
T, 2015. The President took varioas guestions from LLS. military personnel wia sateliite, Skype,
Twitter and Faceboak. Dol Froin

Left Throughowt its 75 years, AFM military broadeast joumabists such as Sgt. Aaron Talloy have
Tl thalr fallew warrions inle hoatile termilary 1o tell the story of thair camrdas, Tallay wis

it AN

in Tikorit, braq, in 2003 follpwing an Army unit on patral. Phoio ocumes,

Still growing

Today's AFN stations enjoy advan-
tages ummagined four generations ago
Radio is now just one part of & force
protection and entertainment triad
that includes television and
social media, Once & sin-
gle chanmel, radio now
offers a dozen differ-
ent audic services,
Mo longer confined
to local transmit-
ters alone, those
RErVICEE noWw  ar
rive by =atellite
and offered wvia
nnline .\rTL"ilrIIII'IH.
A single channel of
AFN television was
a big deal a generation
ago. Now, the network's
Broadcast Center in River-
gide, California, offers l-_':lg|11. with
content tallored to the time zones and
lifestyles of regional audiences. Each
AFN station and the AFN Broadeast
Center have a Facchook page as well
as nther snocial media accounts to com
pliment radie and TV services. The
www.myafnnet website features an
interactive TV schedule, a Fregquently
Asked Questions section and an sudi-
ence fecdback tab

Even more enhancements o the
AFN experience are on the way. This
year marks the network’s Diamond
Anniversary, spanning 75 years, and
later this year the AFN Broadoast Cen-
ter will send out all eight television
channels in high definition. A new de-
coder will also be fielded this year al-
lowing direct-to-home customers bo re-
cord programs on two channels while
watching, pausing and fast-forwarding
i third, Sailers serving afloat will gel
their AFN sports, news and entertain-
mant in dramatically improved clarity.

While it"s critical that AFN keeps
up with technology and continues to
broadcast the world's most unigue
blend of news, sports and entertain
ment, 1's the network's real-time
cmergency messaging that makes it an
irreplaceable resource for command-
ers. Whether it's a typhoon warning in
the Pacific, a winter weather closing in
Europe, ar a terrorist attack ... AFN 15
there.

While Americans now serving over
feas have many more entertainment

Amid the horrors of
September 11, 2001,
AFN was a crucial tool
for commanders to reach
the force and their families,
both on and off military
installations, with critical

information.

choices than they had in 1942, they con-
tinue to make AFN radio and TV an im-
portant part of their day. The October
2013 Government Shutdown revealed
AFN's continued relevance when the
network reduced its services
from cight TY services
to just one: AFN|news,
Thousands of irage
viewers lit AFN up
whith ineredulous
complaints on so-
cial media. They
sranted all of their
live sports and en-
tertainment. NFL
commentalor How-
ie Long went on live
TV asking why the
U.S, governmenl was
denying live football to
the troops, Service members
bombarded Senators and Con-
gressmen. After that, the Department
of Defense quickly authorized AFN w
give the American military all of eight
of its TV services, not just AFN |nows
Today, AFN is proud to be a mili
tary-operated network for our DoeD
audiences serving overseas, providing
Americans with command information
and keeping them connected. AFN
personnel care for and relate to the
LS. military becauze they either wear
4 uniform themselves, or, in the case
of 95% of 1ts civilian work force, once
did. AFN goes where American war-
riors are stationed to tell their story
AFN TV signals go by satellite to re-
mote areas with little 1o no bandwidth
or to Sailors afloat in some remote
hot spat far from home, AFN contin-
ues to evolve with streaming Interner
radio and social media. What hasn't
changed in the past 75 years is that the
American Forces Network continues
to provide its warriars with a touch of
home, real time force prolection mes
sages, and live entertainment, news
and sports
AFN's anmiversary tsn'l about AFN.
AFN exists for the moest deserving,
unigue audience in the world:  the
United States military.  Morale iz just
a8 important a8 bullets.  Just ask the
troopers of 15t Squadron, ird Armored
Cavalry Regiment in Irag in 2003, Get-
ting live NFL football on AFN TV was
worth braving a 100-mile stretch of
road thraough hostile enemy territary




