Preaching a gospel text on Easter morning is precarious, 


because none of them break out of the narrative 



and give the full meaning of what has occurred.  


Even taking all the different resurrection encounters, 



nothing becomes crystal clear 




with out bringing in some outside conclusions.  



The gospel stories tell us the tomb was empty, 



that Jesus was seen in bodily form, 



that his scars from crucifixion were still present, 



and conclude with Jesus sending us out to proclaim this good news.  


But none of them systematically spell out the Good News of Jesus 



and the difference this all makes for us.

While Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John's gospel did not do this, 


Peter, 


Paul, 


and the various other Epistle writers did.  

They were writing to those who had heard the gospel story 


and believed it was true, 



but were trying to figure out what that story meant for their lives.  


Yes the tomb was empty, 


yes he is risen, 


yes death could not contain him, 



but what does that mean for us, 



for me?

Peter heard these questions 


and set out to answer them for the scattered church.  

We hear this as he is praising the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!   


He tells us that in God's great mercy, 



we have new birth.  


This new birth is possible 



because Jesus was resurrected from the dead.




He has connected the dots for us.  


Jesus is the first to undergo this birth.  



But with Jesus' inbreaking Kingdom,




we move forward thinking that he is not the last.


Drawing more conclusions from the gospel stories, 



we see that this new birth 




is into a life that death does not have control over, 




that involves a physical resurrected body, 




and that is at home in this creation.

Peter tells us 


we are birthed into a living hope, 


that this will happen to us as well.  

The adjective describing hope is a curious one.  


Why does Peter describe it as a living hope?  

Usually hope stands by itself in the New Testament.  


Four other times it takes an adjective 



with one hope, 



good hope, 



better hope, 



and best hope being described.  

But Peter, 


as he is taking about the new birth through the resurrection, 



describes it as living hope.  



Why living?

It doesn't take a medical degree to know 


that if something that is born is not growing, 



there is something wrong.  



A stillborn birth is a painful thought.  


A popular catch phrase is, 



“Get busy living, 



or get busy dying.”  


Or “If you are not living, 



you are dying.”  

Peter want us to check in on our hope.  


Is it a living hope 



or is it a dying hope?  


Is our hope growing stronger 



or is our hope growing weaker?  


Are we more convinced that what Jesus did 



actually happened 



and that it changed the way the whole world works, 




or less?

The elect scattered through the 5 churches of Asia Minor that Peter was writing to 


are experiencing persecution.  


They are enduring all kinds of trials.  

So are they more convinced that what Jesus said is true 


or less?  

We have endured this pandemic together, 


are we more convinced 


or less convinced that Jesus' death and resurrection 



hold out hope for us?  


Depending on what circumstances we want to cite, 



a good debater could make a strong case either way.  

Peter is such a person, 


but his approach is not to focus in on our individual experiences, 



but to focus on a past event 




that shapes our current experience.  

We have a living hope 


through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

We are birthed into an inheritance 


that can never perish, 


spoil, 


or fade.  

The fullness of power over death, 


the no more tears, 


no more war, 


no more fear of man is our inheritance.  

In our faith and hope, 


we are shielded by God's power 



until the inheritance is fully ours.  


But shielded is only half the meaning of the greek work.  



It is also protected.  


Shielded from attacks from the outside 


and taken care of on the inside by God's power.  



Locking your house up while on vacation shields it from being broken into.  


But if you don't have someone protecting, 



aka watering your plants, 



making sure the temperature stays consistent




 there won't be much to come home to.


Not seeing the difference, 



change plants to pets and the difference becomes clear.

We have this hope of new life 


because of Jesus' resurrection.  

We know that it will not perish, 


spoil, 


or fade, 



because God is caring for it 



and shielding it.  

But what is causing it to grow?  


Why is a stagnant hope insufficient.


Why is the belief you had when you first welcomed Jesus as your Lord and Savior not enough.

Verses 6 and 7 imply 


that grief has caused it to grow.  

Our hope grows because we  grieve?  


Hope lives when we are sad, 



sorrowful, 



or distressed?  

Where else is your life refined?  

Where else do we see that we alone are insufficient to face the world, 


that we need a savior?  

It is in our grief 


that we have been filled with an inexpressible 



and glorious joy.  

As we have seen this world's brokenness, 


we have seen the new life that Jesus instituted through his resurrection grow.  

Things we thought impossible 

or would not happen 


suddenly occur.  

Opportunities that we did not deserve 


were offered.  

Bonds and compulsions we thought we were born with 


and meant to die with 



have diminished or disappeared.  

In return


our hope that something different is available for us to grow, 


to live more grows.

The book of Romans tells us that we hope for 


what we can not see.  

We can not see the fullness of what this hope of New birth that Jesus started entails.  


But the longer we have walked with Jesus 


and the reality of what he started, 



hopefully the more realistic the goal of your faith has become.  


Hopefully you have seen that 



Jesus fully intends that you too 




will find yourself someday with a resurrected physical body, 




living into the life-giving things 





that bring inexpressible and glorious joy today.  

Hopefully you are experiencing this, 


because verse 9 tells us 



that we are receiving the goal of your faith.  


That is different than, 



you will receive.  

The full effects of salvation are future.  


But many of the benefits, 



the way of resurrected life 




can be experienced today.  

My girls can't ride their bikes yet.  


That does not mean they have never experienced some of the joys of bike riding.  

They have glided on strider bikes with squeals.  

They have explored town in a bike trailer.  

They have worn out their legs hiking and running.  


So they are enjoying many of the benefits now, 



but won't experience them all together until later.  

We are receiving our salvation now, 


but won't fully experience every aspect of salvation until later.  

But the process has started, 


because on this day, 



we received new birth



 into a living hope, 




because Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead.

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
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