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• Application must be signed by an officer of club on record with the Federation Secretary
• Copies of receipts for habitat improvement must be submitted with this application
• On reverse side of this application, provide a hand-drawn map indicating sites and projects or 

attach separate map

Club Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Club Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

Township in which work was done: _______________________________________________ 

Owner of property (if not club owned): ____________________________________________ 

Each project will be inspected by the Habitat Committee Chairman or other person assigned. 

Please list contact person and alternate for inspection: 

1.) Name ______________________________________    Phone __________________________ 

2.) Name ______________________________________    Phone __________________________ 

 I hereby affirm that this application is true and correct: 

Signed:       Date: 

Submit completed application to: 
Fred Bosch 

79 Stege Road 

Highland Lake, NY  12743 

845-557-8030

v.2025
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  Number 
   or Acreage 

   Date 
   Completed 

 Cost     Inspector’s 
    Comments 

Food Plot 
Planting 
Rejuvenation 
Of existing  
Plots 

Tree Planting 
Pruning Fruit 
Trees 
Brush Piles 
(Small Game) 
Brush Piles 
(Fish) 

Clear Cutting 

(Food plot and tree planting require submission of receipts) 

• Clubs must sell 20 books of Federation Sweepstakes tickets to be eligible for habitat
reimbursement funds

• Applications are due no later than September meeting
• All projects must be inspected one week prior to the October meeting
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1. Eligibility: Each club must sell 20 books of Federation Sweepstakes tickets to be eligible for habitat and 
pheasant programs.

2. Food Plot Planting: After preparing the site by use of herbicide and/ or tilling this year, food plot planting 
may consist of: Lime; Commercial fertilizer & seed used during the planting of Rye; Buckwheat; Corn; 
Alfalfa; Brassica; Trefoil; Millet; Clover; Corn. All plantings must be left standing. Minimum size plot is ½ 
acre. $100 per half acre with $400 limit.

3. Rejuvenating Food Plots: Lime and/ or fertilizer may be used to rejuvenate an existing food plot as 
indicated by soil analysis. $50 per half acre with a $200 limit. (no hay fields)

4. Tree Planting: Fruit or nut trees $20 per tree. All newly planted trees must be deer proofed with wire fence 
or tree tubes. Trees must be alive when inspected. Fencing must be removed when trees are producing 
fruit or nuts. Maximum tree planting project limit $200.

5. Pruning Fruit Trees: Trees must have produced fruit previously and be pruned in conformance with 
guidelines (see attached instructions). $15 per tree with $150 limit.

6. Brush Pile: (small game or fish) Minimum size – 8’x 8’ x 5’ and must be new piles this year. Small game 
brush plies must have a proper base (see attached instructions) Adding new brush to existing pile does 
not qualify. $10 per pile with a $100 limit.

7. Clear Cutting: A maximum of two oak trees may be left per acre. $75 per half acre with $100 limit.
8. Inspections: Each project will be inspected by Habitat Committee Chairman or designee. Projects must 

be inspected at least one week prior to the October meeting or payment will be denied. Clubs must make 
certain the contact person is available for inspection. Inspectors must have completed inspections 
delivered to Chairman one week prior to the October meeting.

9. Annual Habitat Funds Limit: $500 per year is the maximum reimbursement per club. If total dollars 
applied for exceeds Federation Habitat budget, the Habitat Chairman will reduce all payments 
accordingly.

10.  Food Plot Size: One acre equals 43,560 square feet or 100’ x 435.6’ or 208.7’ x 208.7’. One half acre 
equals 100’ x 217.8’ or 147.6’ x 147.6’.  Field plantings less than one half acre do not qualify for 
reimbursement.

11.  Application deadline: All applications and documentation must be submitted no later than the 
September meeting. No funds will be paid prior to the October meeting.

12.  Receipts: Food plot and tree planting projects require submission of receipts.

***no exceptions to any of the above rules*** 

Chairman: Fred Bosch       Inspectors: Hank Samyn 
  79 Stege Road            Joe Kaiser         
  Highland Lake, NY  12743   Deming Lindsley 
845-557-8030   Gary Muthig 









Building A Brush Pile 

Brush Pile Components 

Brush piles have two basic components-a 
base and a brushy top. The base raises the 
brush pile off the ground and creates tunnels 
for dens, nests and escape routes. The 
brushy top protects this space from 
predators. 

Base materials can vary depending on what 
you have nearby. The most common 
materials are stones and logs. The stones 
should be about 8 to 12 inches in diameter 
and placed in three loose piles, each at the 
corner of a triangle. The logs, 4 to 6 inches 
in diameter, should be cut between 4 and 6 
feet long and placed, log cabin-style, 4 feet 
high. Oak, black locust, cedar and other 
hardwoods make good bases because they 
resist rotting. Other good ase materials 
include large stumps, cull logs or old fence 
posts. A few PVC pipes or drain tiles provide 
escape tunnels for small mammals. 

As you build the base, add branches into the 
interior of the structure. After the base has 
been completed, pile on the brush-placing 
the larger, stouter limbs first, and smaller 
limbs last. You may need to occasionally 
place heavier branches on top to keep the 
stacked brush in place. Be sure to place the 
individual branches at different angles and 
directions to ensure that the materials lock 
together and form air spaces. After the pile 
reaches about 6 or 8 feet in height, begin 
placing branches around the sides. Occasion-
ally stick branches into the pile with the 
large end first to add stability to the pile. 

Logs, old fence posts, rock piles and stumps 
make good brush pile bases. 

When finished, your brush pile should be 
about 6 to 8 feet high and 6 to 8 feet wide, 
and shaped like an igloo. You can also build 
smaller brush piles, they just won't attract as 
many animals. Encourage the growth of 
grasses and vines through your brush piles; 
they add density and permanence to the 
piles. 

When finished, your brush pile should be
about 6 to 8 feet high and 6 to 8 feet wide, and 
shaped like an igloo. You can also build smaller 
brush piles, they just won't attract as many 
animals. Encourage the growth of grasses and 
vines through your brush piles; they add 
density and permanence to the piles.

Though your brush pile should last from ten to 
15 years, it will require periodic mainten-ance. 
About every six years or so, add new brush to 
renew the pile. As the pile finally begins to 
deteriorate beyond usefulness, construct a new 
brush pile adjacent to the old one. Don't tear 
down the existing one, as you may be disturbing 
a few lingering tenants. By building next to the 
old pile, you will be providing a continuous 
source of cover. 

Brush Pile Placement 
Build most of your brush piles within or near 
woods. This is most easily accomplished after a 
timber sale. A good rule of thumb is to build two 
to four brush piles per acre, spaced about 
100-150 feet apart. Forest wildlife quickly
inhabit brush piles, especially after a harvest.
Place others along fence rows or your yard
border. Also, there are a few places not to place
a brush pile. To avoid pest problems, locate your
brush pile well away from your garden and
house. No sense feeding the rabbits or attracting
unwanted skunks and rodents. And, if attracting
small mammals is your goal, don't place a brush
pile under a snag where hawks and owls can
launch their attack ... although they need to eat
too.
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