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Specialized High Schools 

 

100 Years of  Open Examination Admission 

100 Years of  Consistent Achievement 

 

Historically Immigrant 

Historically Middle to Low Income 

Historically Diverse 
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1000 SHSAT seats 

eliminated 
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1974 
What’s Going On With New York’s Elite Public High Schools?  SYED ALI AND MARGARET M. CHIN 
JUN 14, 2018  https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2018/06/new-york-high-schools-stuyvesant-brooklyn-bronx/562772/ 

SHSAT—Minorities Thrive  

Minorities thrive using 

SHSAT 

Reminder: Asians are a Mi-

nority 

Prior to 1979 Tech Majority 

White 

Tech majority Black and 

Hispanic 70s, 80s, 90s us-

ing the same SHSAT 

Dispels claim SHSAT is 

biased. 

Why drop off in Blacks and 

Hispanics and increase in 

Asians ? 

1971 
1971 
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Historic diversity dispels claims that the SHSAT is biased. 

Why the drop off of African Americans and Latinx ? 
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What changed? One of the reasons there are so few black and Latino students in these schools today is because of a change that took 

place in the early 1990s that limited the opportunities available to high-achieving black and Latino students. New York’s elementary and mid-

dle schools are highly segregated, and until roughly three decades ago, nearly every middle school in New York City had an honors 

program. Kids in these programs got a great education. While black and Latino students in segregated schools may have missed out on 

certain educational and cultural benefits of learning alongside more white and Asian peers, these honors classes had the benefit of putting all 

the smart kids together so they could push each other. Many of them tested well and then ended up at a specialized high school. 

But by the mid-’80s, tracking—separating students into different classes by academic ability—had fallen out of favor nationally, especially 

when it came to isolating students of lower ability. In the early ’90s, New York City largely did away with its tracks, including those hon-

ors programs. (There are still some honors classes offered here and there, but not nearly to the extent that they once were.) As a result, the 

top students at many of today’s segregated schools aren’t getting the kinds of opportunities that could launch them into a specialized high 

school.   What’s Going On With New York’s Elite Public High Schools?  SYED ALI AND MARGARET M. CHIN 

UN 14, 2018  https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2018/06/new-york-high-schools-stuyvesant-brooklyn-bronx/562772/ 

Where did students go ? 
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2014  https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/cgi- park2/2014/04/

how-many-students-attend-nonpublic-k-12-schools- in-new-york-city/ 

Public School Flight 

Prep for Prep 

Boarding Schools 

Recruitment 

Cardinal Spellman 

Bishop Loughlin 

Cardinal Hayes 
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91%  of Charter School Students 

are African American or Hispanic 
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http://www.nyccharterschools.org/content/new-york-city-charter-school-center-test-score-analysis-2017-18 

Charter School Level 3 and 4 Eight Graders 
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Asians turn to private enrichment programs in 

place of honors classes 
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General Pool of SHSAT Test Takers 
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7% Quota and 20% Discovery Quota DOE Plan: 

1. Disparages Asians, unbecoming of a Progressive and inclusive agenda 

2. Restricts Freedom of Choice 

3. Does nothing to help 85% of African American and Hispanic Public School Students 

4. Reduces Rigor and Acceleration 

5. Repeat of 90s initiatives that disparaged URM 

 

Solutions 

1. Restore Pipeline.  Honors in every grade in every school. More GT 

2. More SHS seats 

3. PPP type After-school academies for advancement in communities based on econom-

ic needs index. Mandate SHSAT for those students. 

4. Recognize the need for accelerated programming instead of homogenization. 

 


