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The Loco Newsletter
“REMEMBERING WHO WE ARE”

Proverbs 10:7

NIV
The name of the
righteous is used in
blessings, but the name
of the wicked will rot.

2 Timothy 2:3

NIV
Join with me in
suffering, like a good
soldier of Christ Jesus.

Proverbs 14:34
NIV

Righteousness exalts a
nation, but sin condemns
any people.

MEMORIAL DAY
In the coming days, thousands of American
flags dot Arlington National Cemetery—one
for each grave marker. Red, white and blue
dominate the green landscape.

Marty Pinion- Pastor (706) 466-5302
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Copied from “Monuments and Memorial Day- Remembering Who We Are” by Andy Rau, 27 May 2013
Memorial Day is a day to remember those who’ve died serving in the U.S. military. Civil War veteran
General John A. Logan called in 1868 for Americans to decorate the graves of those who fell during the
“War Between the States;” the holiday has grown in scope since then and now commemorates the fallen
from each of America’s wars.
Though Memorial Day is an American holiday, nations across the world have their own traditions for
remembering the sacrifices of their soldiers. There’s something uniquely powerful about communal
remembrance—gathering together as a family or nation to reflect on significant people and events of the
past. It’s no surprise that memorial celebrations—military and otherwise—are common to many cultures
throughout history, including the people of the Bible.

A famous example of a memor ial celebr ation in the Bible can be found in Joshua 4:2 -9.
God commands the I sraelite leader Joshua to set up a memor ial to mark the event of the
Ark of the Covenant crossing the Jordan River, to r em ind future generat ions of what had
happened there:
“Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from
the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put them
down at the place where you stay tonight.” — Joshua 4:2-9 (NIV)
In this case, God wanted the Israelites to remember his deliverance. The stone memorial served as a physical
reminder of a shaping event in their history. Sometimes the memorial took the form not of a physical
monument, but a shared activity, as in the case of the Israelite’s commemoration of their escape from Egypt.
Christians observe their own memorial celebrations, most notably in the “breaking of bread” that recalls
Christ’s sacrifice—a ceremony that we observe with frequency:
And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” — Luke 22 (ESV)
Reminders, bitter or sweet, are important to our culture and our history. They remind us where we’ve come
from, and whose work got us to where we are. The philosopher George Santayana said, “Those who do not
remember their past are condemned to repeat their mistakes,” and we see this pattern throughout the Bible.
Time and time again, when the Israelites “forgot” the Lord, they stumbled and were punished. See Psalm
106:10-14 for an example:
He saved them from the hand of the foe; from the hand of the enemy he redeemed them.
The waters covered their adversaries; not one of them survived.
Then they believed his promises and sang his praise. But they soon forgot what he had done
and did not wait for his plan to unfold.
In the desert they gave in to their craving; in the wilderness they put God to the test. — Psalm 106:10-14 (NIV)
It’s important that we remember who we are and where we’ve come from. Americans make a point of
remembering on Memorial Day. And as Christians, every day is a good day to remember, reflect on, and give
thanks for what the Lord has done for us.
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Upcoming Events
May 6th: 1st Sunday Meal following morning services.
May 13th: Mother’s Day (no evening services)
May 20th: Class of 2018 Senior Recognition and Meal following morning services
May 28th: Memorial Day (National Holiday)
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Scott/Diane Dekreon- May 1st (25th Anniversary) Annalise Leclerc- May 11
Tara Johnson- May 13th Edith Beckum- May 22nd Will Crook- May 31st

Please visit and support our church website:
www.locobaptistchurch.org
Please visit and follow our Facebook pages: Search Loco Baptist Church and Loco Youth Group.
We are also on YouTube- search Loco Baptist Church and follow us.

Please join us for services on Sunday morning, Sunday evening and
Wednesday nights.

If you are unable to attend our Sunday morning services, we are
pleased to announce that they are now being webcasted live on
YouTube each Sunday morning beginning just before 11:00 a.m.
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Vacation Bible School
at
Loco Baptist Church.
6:00p.m.- 9:00p.m.
(Ages 3 - 6th grade)
1624 Loco Church Road, Lincolnton, GA, 30817
(706) 359-4504
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