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History of Region G Public Health Collaborative 
 
 
 

The Region G Public Health Collaborative, formally organized in the fall of 2008, is 
comprised of nine Local Public Health Agencies.  The service area includes Carter, 
Douglas, Howell, Oregon, Ozark, Reynolds, Shannon, Texas, and Wright Counties in 
rural Southern Missouri. The group first worked together in 2003 to implement a 
regional bioterrorism program funded by the Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services.  A Regional Planner and Epidemiologist were employed by the lead agency, 
Texas County Health Department.  The governing boards of each agency signed a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) and developed plans to help neighboring counties 
in the event of an emergency or disaster.  Meetings, trainings, and group exercises 
allowed the agencies to work together.  Friendships developed as the members became 
acquainted and began to trust and depend on each other.  Bonds formed between the 
members and the group began to view themselves more as a region and less as 
individual counties. 
 
 

The federal Delta States Rural Network Development Project, awarded in 2007, 
provided funding to innovatively raise the Region G collaborative to yet another level. A 
Delta project member, Douglas County Health Department, worked directly with other 
local public health agencies in the Region G area. The project focused on practice 
management and provided professional development opportunities in a central location.  
The classes were presented by Rockhurst University and empowered the participants to 
become better leaders and managers within their own organizations.  Also through the 
Delta project, the Douglas County Health Department Administrator developed a Region 
G intranet system. The system allows members of the Region G Public Health 
Collaborative to communicate easily, share documents and policies, exchange ideas 
and problem solve.  The Region G Team Web Site was selected as a Model Practice by 
the National Association of County and City Health Officialsô (NACCHO) Model Practice 
Program.  The award was presented at the NACCHO Annual 2009 Conference at 
Orlando, Florida, in July 2009. 
 
 

The Missouri Institute of Community Health (MICH) invited the nine local public health 
agencies to a meeting to discuss volunteer accreditation in January 2008.  The 
members shared concerns about the accreditation standards. The group discussed 
potential changes that could be made in the standards to make the process achievable 
for small agencies.  MICH informed the group of a NACCHO funding opportunity that 
could be of assistance in exploring all opportunities and options for the accreditation 
process.  Douglas and Reynolds Counties developed a proposal and all nine county 
governing boards signed agreements and letters of support.  The established regional 
intranet system facilitated sharing of information and proved invaluable in facilitating the 
communication needs of Region G during the process. In February 2008, the members 
were notified of a grant award.  The nine local public health agencies in Region G and a 
group of three small rural counties in northern Missouri were twelve of the sixty 
demonstration site projects that were awarded nationally.  The purpose of the project 
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was to determine readiness of small rural health departments to national accreditation.  
The project was completed in November of 2008. 
 
 

The group chose a NACCHO approved consultant to bring the group into a ñformalizedò 
collaborative through development of a three-year strategic plan and a charter.  The 
consultant, from Iowa, was familiar with rural public health and the task of legal 
development of an organization.  One of the top priorities of the plan was to collectively 
complete a regional community health assessment.  Missouri Department of Health and 
Social Services requires the local public health agencies to complete an individual 
county community health assessment every three years. The Region G members 
determined that a regional assessment, completed with help from a university school of 
public health would enable them to compare data collected within the county to regional 
and state measures.  This document could assist the collaborative in seeking funding 
for the group as the data would be compelling coming from a regional viewpoint. The 
group researched the legality of LPHAs working together and contracting with one 
another. They were able to identify the Missouri State Laws and Statutes that legally 
allow LPHAs to contract with each other, and with other agencies in the state and in 
other states. The result was a legally binding Charter that formalized the Region G 
Public Health Collaborative. 
 
 

Completion of the survey tool allowed the nine counties to identify strengths and 
weakness and potential gaps. It was a consensus across all nine counties that one of 
the biggest gaps that surfaced was the lack of a working relationship with academia and 
the lack of participation in a research project. They collectively agreed to take a 
proactive approach and contact state universities for a summer intern to assist with a 
regional community health assessment. Southeast Missouri State University, John C. 
Kraemer, Ph.D and a student intern met with Region G members and began the 
assessment process. Dr. Kraemer and the student intern utilized the regional intranet 
for individual county data collection and processing.  All agreed that this was the 
beginning of a partnership between Region G and Southeast Missouri State University 
School of Public Health.  The community health assessment was conducted in the 
summer of 2009. The group contracted with Mary Peterson, Executive Director of 
Peterson and Associates, a private consulting firm, for the report development. 
 
 

MICH offered Region G and the northern group the FIRST Mini Collaborative 
opportunity.  The purpose of the three-year mini collaborative is Quality Improvement 
(QI) education for each of the individual agencies.  This will assist us in our journey 
towards Missouri voluntary accreditation. Region G is presently working collaboratively 
with Region E on a project with John Hopkins University School of Public Health. The 
purpose of the project is to assess the readiness of the public health workforce to 
respond to public health emergencies. Both Region G and E are cementing their 
partnership by collectively writing for NACCHO funding to develop Excellence in 
Responding to Public Health Emergencies. These two projects demonstrate the ability 
of small rural public health agenciesô ability to collaborate and blur demographic county 
lines and individual agendas. 
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The Center for Local Public Health Services (CLPHS) at the MO Department of Health 
and Senior Services, has provided additional funding for fiscal year 2010 to the member 
organizations of Region G. The additional funding will allow the agencies to continue 
their journey for quality agencies and demonstrated leadership. The purpose of the 
funding is attendance at computer data training and development of a balanced 
scorecard. Once again rural LPHAs are stepping out and leading the way to the future 
for public health. 
 
 

In the past H1 N1 Influenza A outbreak, the Region G Public Health Collaborative has 
had an opportunity to test its ability to collaboratively get the Strategic National Stockpile 
(SNS) supplies quickly and cost effectively. Wright County Health Department took the 
lead and secured the supplies for the entire region. They then drove back across the 
region and distributed them efficiently and without difficulty.  This was a cost saver and 
a time saver for all of the nine county health departments in Region G.  This is yet 
another shining example of the benefits of collaboration and partnership. 
 
Through the DELTA project Region G Counties are collaborating on Health Literacy 
issues facing our citizens. The assistance provided by the DELTA project has greatly 
enhanced our capabilities in addressing health literate issues in Region G. 
 
 

Region G is committed to achieving voluntary state accreditation and has reaped the 
benefits of ñstepping out of the boxò, losing a ñsilo mentalityò, and joining hands together 
across county lines, allowing the group to bring better health opportunities to all citizens. 
 
 

Valerie Reese 
Douglas County Health Department 
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Introduction 
 
 
 
A Community Health Assessment is a fundamental tool of public health practice utilizing 
a process of collecting data, analyzing the data that is collected and setting priorities for 
improving the health of a defined population based on said data. Our aim is to describe 
the health of the community, by presenting information on health status, community 
health needs, and resources. 
 
 

The Missouri Region G Local Public Health Departments are proud to present this 
report. This report is a comprehensive collection and analysis of data regarding health 
issues and needs in Carter, Douglas, Howell, Oregon, Ozark, Reynolds, Shannon, 
Texas and Wright counties. Our purpose for this study is to identify health issues of 
primary concern and to provide information to our partners (government, social service 
agencies, businesses, health care providers, foundations and consumers) who we feel 
are positioned to make an impact on the health of our communities and the region. 
 
 

This report identifies the overall health and wellbeing of the counties within Missouri 
Region G. The results enable us to establish priorities and develop strategic planning to 
effectively improve the health of our communities and region. 
 
 

Our main goal in conducting a regional community health assessment is to share this 
information. We hope that by utilizing this process we will further our collaborative 
efforts, especially across county lines and with all agencies in the various sectors of 
health care to address the health needs of our residents. 
 
 

Feedback from the community is an important tool in conducting a community health 
assessment. Any comments or suggestions for improvement regarding this assessment 
and its contents is welcomed and can be shared with the Missouri Region G Local 
Public Health Departments at any time. 
 
 
 
 
Valerie Reese 
 
Administrator, Douglas County Health Department 
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COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
 
 
Region G includes Carter, Douglas, Howell, Oregon, Ozark, Reynolds, Shannon, Texas, 
and Wright Counties in Southern Missouri. 
 

Figure 1.1 
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Carter County 
 
 
Carter County is located in the southeast corner of the Missouri Ozarks, in the central 
western portion of the Ozark Foothills Region of Southeast Missouri. Most of the county 
is within the Mark Twain National Forest. The Current River, part of the Ozark National 
Scenic Riverway, flows through Carter County. The county was organized on March 10, 
1859, from portions of Oregon, Reynolds, Ripley and Shannon counties. The county 
was named for Zimri A. Carter, a pioneer settler who came to Missouri from South 
Carolina in 1812. 
 
According to the U. S. Census Bureau, the county has a total land area of 508 square 
miles, and total water area of 1.4 square miles. Stegall Mountain, with an elevation of 
1,348 feet, is the highest point in the county. The countyôs lowest elevations, about 400 
feet, may be found in the river valleys on its southern boundary. 
 
Carter County is bordered by Reynolds to the north; Wayne to the northeast; Butler to 
the southeast; Shannon to the west; Ripley to the south; and Oregon to the southwest. 
According to the 2015 Census estimates, Carter County has a total population of 6,168. 
The population density is 12.3 people per square mile. March 2016 cost of living index 
in Carter County was 78.1 (low). Incorporated areas in 2015 include Van Buren, 
population 819; Ellsinore, population 446; and Grandin, population 243. Van Buren is 
the county seat. 
 
Carter County is a part of Missouriôs 153rd Legislative District and Missouri's 3rd 
Senatorial District that consists of Carter, Iron, Reynolds, St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve 
and Washington counties as well as parts of Jefferson County. In the U. S. House of 
Representatives, Carter County is part of Missouriôs 8th Congressional District. 
 
According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, 1,520 total jobs 
were provided. State and local governments account for 24.4 percent of the total jobs 
(369). Service-Providing (748) and Goods-Producing (283) are the largest private 
industries. 
 
 
Figure 1.2 Carter County Map 
 
 
 
 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reynolds_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Francois_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ste._Genevieve_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ste._Genevieve_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_County%2C_Missouri
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Douglas County 
 

Douglas County is located in South Central Missouri. The county was officially 
organized on October 29, 1857 and is named after Stephen A. Douglas, a U. S. Senator 
Democratic presidential candidate.                                                                   .   
 
According to the U. S. Census Bureau, the county has a total land area of 815 square 
miles and a water area of 1.0 square mile.  Population is 13,358 and the population 
density is 16.8 people per square mile. Sub-county estimates indicate 21 percent of the 
county's population are urban dwellers, and 79 percent are rural. The March 2016 cost 
of living in Douglas County was 79.0 (low). The county has only one incorporated town, 
which is the county seat, Ava. The 2016 population of Ava is 2,993. 
 

Douglas County is bordered on the northwest by Webster County; on the north by 
Wright County; on the northeast by Texas County; on the east by Howell County; on the 
south by Ozark County; on the southwest by Taney County; and on the west by 
Christian County. Major highways include Route 5, Route 14, Route 76, Route 95 and 
Route 181. 
 

Douglas County is a part of Missouriôs 144th Legislative District and is also a part of 
Missouri's 20th Senatorial District. The 20th Senatorial District consists of Christian, 
Douglas and Webster Counties and part of Greene County. In the U. S. House of 

Representatives, Douglas County is part of Missouriôs 8
th 

Congressional District. 
 
According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, 2,346 total jobs 
were provided. Federal, State and local governments account for 19.9 percent of the 
total jobs (477). Service-Providing (1,232), Goods-Producing (688) are the largest 
private industries. 
 
Figure 1.3  Douglas County Map 
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Howell County 
 

Howell County is located in South Central Missouri. Officially organized on March 2, 
1851, the county is named after Josiah Howell, a pioneer settler in the Howell Valley. 
 

According to the Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 928 square miles, a 
water area of 1.1 square miles, and a population of 40,210. The population density is 
43.6 people per square mile. It is the third-largest county in Missouri by land area and 
fourth-largest by total area. The March 2016 cost of living index was 78.8 (low). The 
largest city and county seat is West Plains, population 11,986. Other incorporated areas 
are Mountain View, population 2,719; and Willow Springs, population 2,184. Those 
living in rural areas account for 72 percent of the population. 
 

Howell County is bordered on the north by Texas County; on the northeast by Shannon 
County; on the east by Oregon County; on the south by Fulton County, Arkansas; on 
the southwest by Ozark County; and on the northwest by Douglas County. Major 
highways include U. S. Route 60, U. S. Route 63, U. S. Route 160, Route 14, Route 17, 
Route 76, and Route 142. Howell County is part of the Mark Twain National Forest. 
 

Howell County is divided into two legislative districts in the Missouri House of 
Representatives. Some of the northern portion of the county is in District 143 and the 
remainder of the county is in District 151. Howell County is also a part of Missouri's 33rd 
Senatorial District that consists of Camden, Howell, Laclede, Oregon, Shannon, Texas, 
and Wright counties. In the U.S. House of Representatives, Howell County is part of 
Missouri's 8th Congressional District. 
 

According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, 14,964 total jobs 
were provided. Federal, State and local governments account for 15.9 percent of the 
total jobs (2,386). Education, Health, and Social Services (4,355), and Trade, 
Transportation, and Utilities (3,204) are the largest private industries.                            . 
 
Figure 1.4 Howell County Map 
 
 
 
 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camden_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laclede_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shannon_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MO-08


19 
 

Oregon County 
 

Oregon County is located in South Central Missouri. The county was officially organized 
on February 14, 1845 and was named for the Oregon Territory in the northwestern 
United States. Home to a large area of the Mark Twain National Forest, Oregon County 
contains more National Forest land than any other county in the state. It is also home to 
the Irish Wilderness, the largest federally protected wilderness area in Missouri. 
Canoeing and fishing are popular on the Eleven Point River, which is Missouri's only 
National Wild and Scenic River. 
 

The county seat is Alton, population 871. The largest city is Thayer, population 2,243. 
Other incorporated areas include Koshkonong, population 212; and Wood Heights, 
population 717. Those living in rural areas account for 81 percent of the population. 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total land area of 791 square 
miles, water area of 1.7 square miles, and a population of 10,789. The population 
density is 13.8 people per square mile. The March 2016 cost of living index was 77.8 
(low).  
 
Oregon County is bordered on the north by Shannon County; on the northeast by Carter 
County; on the east by Ripley County; on the Southeast by Randolph County, Arkansas; 
on the south by Sharp County, Arkansas; on the southwest by Fulton County, Arkansas; 
and on the west by Howell County. Major highways include U. S. Route 63, U. S. Route 
160, Route 19, Route 99, and Route 142. 
 

Oregon County is part of the 153
rd 

Legislative District and Missouri's 33rd Senatorial 
District that consists of Camden, Howell, Laclede, Oregon, Shannon, Texas, and Wright 
counties. In the U.S. House of Representatives, Oregon County is part of Missouri's 8th 
Congressional District.                                           . 
 
According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, 2,384 total jobs 
were provided. Federal, State and Local government consist of 20.5 percent of the total 
jobs (476). Retail trade (586), and state and local government (487) are the next largest 
industries. 
 
Figure 1.5 Oregon County Map 
 
 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Territory
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Wilderness
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camden_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howell_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laclede_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shannon_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MO-08
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MO-08
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Ozark County 
 

Ozark County, officially organized on January 29, 1841, is located in South Central 
Missouri. The county was first called Decatur County after Commodore Stephen 
Decatur. The county was eventually renamed to Ozark County. 
 

The largest city and county seat is Gainesville, population 764. Other incorporated 
areas include Bakersfield, population 244 and Theodosia, population 249. Population 
density is 13.1 people per square mile, and there is a total population of 9,237. The 
March 2016 cost of living index was 78.2 (low).                                      .  
 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 745 square land 
miles and 12.9 square water miles. Ozark County is bordered on the north by Douglas 
County; on the east by Howell County; on the southeast by Fulton County, Arkansas; on 
the south by Baxter County, Arkansas; on the southwest by Marion County, Arkansas; 
and on the west by Taney County. Major highways include U. S. Route 160, Route 5, 
Route 95, and Route 181. 
 

Ozark County is a part of Missouriôs 143rd Legislative District and Missouri's 29th 
Senatorial District that consists of Barry, Lawrence, McDonald, Ozark, Stone, and 
Taney counties. In the U.S. House of Representatives, Ozark County is part of 
Missouri's 8th Congressional District.                                               . 
 
According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, 1617 total jobs 
were provided. State and local government account for 13.9 percent of the total jobs 
(224); manufacturing (250), and construction (137) are the largest private industries. 
 
Figure 1.6 Ozark County Map 
 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Decatur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Decatur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Square_mile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Square_mile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barry_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonald_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taney_County%2C_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MO-08
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Reynolds County 
 

Reynolds County is located in the northwestern portion of the Ozark Foothills Region in 
Southeast Missouri. The county is near the geologic center of the Ozark Highlands. 
Officially organized on February 25, 1845, the county was named in honor of Thomas 
Reynolds, a former governor of Missouri. 
 

Reynolds County is bordered on the northwest by Dent County; to the northeast by Iron 
County; to the southeast by Wayne County; to the south by Carter County; and to the 
west by Shannon County. The major thoroughfares are U. S. Route 21, Route 49, 
Route 72, and Route 106. Reynolds County has a total area of 811 square land miles 
and 3.2 square water miles. The population density is 8.3 persons, and the population 
total is 6,455. The March 2016 cost of living index was 77.7 (low).  
Centerville is the county seat with a population of 194. Ellington is the most populated 
area, population 993. 
 

Reynolds County is divided into two legislative districts in the Missouri House of 
Representatives. The extreme northwestern part of the county is in District 150 and the 
remainder of the county is in District 152. The county is a part of Missouri's 3rd 
Senatorial District. In the U. S. House of Representatives, Reynolds County is part of 

Missouriôs 8
th 

Congressional District. 
 

According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, there were 1714 
jobs in Reynolds County. State and local government employed 20 percent of the 
workers (342). Educational services, health care and social assistance (466), 
Agriculture (251) and manufacturing (274) were the largest private industries. 
 
Figure 1.7 Reynolds County Map 
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Shannon County 
 
Shannon County is located in South Central Missouri. The county was officially 
organized on January 29, 1841 and was named in honor of George F. "Peg-Leg" 
Shannon, a member of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Shannon County was home to 
Missouri's first copper mine that opened here in 1846 and Missouri's only manganese 
mine that opened during World War II. 
 

The total population is 8,168. The county seat is Eminence, population 590. Other 
incorporated areas include Birch Tree, population 668 and Winona, population 1,317. 
Shannon County is the second largest county by land area in the state. According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 1,004 square land miles and 0.2 
square water miles. The population density is 8.4 people per square mile. The March 
2016 cost of living index was 78.0 (low).                                 .  
                                                                                         . 
 
Shannon County is bordered on the north by Dent County; on the east by Reynolds 
County; on the southeast by Carter County; on the south by and Oregon County; on the 
southwest by Howell County; and on the west by Texas County. The major 
thoroughfares are U. S. Route 60, Route 19, Route 99, and Route 106. Shannon 
County is part of the Mark Twain National Forest and the Ozark National Scenic 
Riverways. 
 

Most of Shannon County is included in the 152nd Legislative District. A small portion of 
the county is in the 147th Legislative District. Shannon County is part of Missouri's 33rd 
Senatorial District that also includes Camden, Howell, Laclede, Oregon, Texas, and 
Wright counties.  In the U.S. House of Representatives, Howell County is part of 
Missouri's 8th Congressional District. 
 

According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, there were 1499 
jobs in Shannon County. Manufacturing accounted for 27% of the total jobs (522). 
Administration (299), finance (254) and Transportation/utilities (164) were the next 
largest industries. 
 
 
Figure 1.8 Shannon County Map 
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Texas County 
 

Texas County is located in South Central Missouri. The county was first named after 
William H. Ashley, the first lieutenant governor of Missouri. When the county was 
officially organized on February 14, 1845, it was renamed for the Republic of Texas. 
 

Texas County is the largest of Missouriôs 114 counties with a total population of 25,775. 
Texas County is larger than the nationôs smallest state, Rhode Island, in terms of land 
area. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total land area of 1,177 
square miles and a total water area of 2.0 square miles. The population density is 22.1 
people per square mile. The March 2016 cost of living index was 78.2 (low).  
 
Texas County is one of the few counties in the United States to border as many as eight 
counties. The county is bordered on the north by Pulaski County; to the north by Phelps 
County; to the northeast by Dent County; to the east by Shannon County; to the south 
by Howell County; to the southwest by Douglas County; to the west by Wright County; 
and to the northwest by Laclede County. The major thoroughfares through the county 
are U. S. Route 60, U. S. Route 63, Route 17, Route 32, Route 38, and Route 137. 
 

The incorporated areas include Cabool, population 2,146; Houston, population 2,081; 
Licking, population 3,124; and Summersville, population 502. Houston is the county 
seat. 
 

Texas County is divided into two legislative districts in the Missouri House of 
Representatives. Some of the eastern portions of the county are in District 144. The 
remainder of the county is in District 147. Texas County is also a part of Missouri's 33rd 
Senatorial District. In the U.S. House of Representatives, Oregon County is part of 
Missouri's 8th Congressional District. 
 

According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, there were 9142 
jobs in Texas County. Educational services, health care and social assistance 
accounted for more than 25.9 percent of the total jobs (2,371). State and local 
government (1,918), retail trade (1,244), and manufacturing (962) were the next largest 
industries for this county. 
 
Figure 1.9 Texas County Map 
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Wright County 
 

Wright County is located in South Central Missouri. The county was officially organized 
in January 1841 and is named after Silas Wright, a former Congressman, U.S. Senator 
and Governor of New York. 
 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total land area of 682 square 
miles and a total water area of 1.4 square miles. Wright County is bordered by Laclede 
County on the north; Texas County on the east; Douglas County on the south; and 
Webster County on the west. Major highways include U.S. Route 60; Route 5; Route 
38; and Route 95. A portion of the county is located in the Mark Twain National Forest. 
The Gasconade River and its tributaries flow through the county. 
 

Hartville, population 613, is the county seat. Other incorporated areas include 
Mansfield, population 1,296; Mountain Grove, population 4,789, and Norwood, 
population 665. The population density is 27.6 people per square mile, and the total 
population is 18,286. The March 2016 cost of living index was 78.4 (low).                              
.  
 

Wright County is a part of Missouriôs 144th Legislative District and Missouri's 33rd 
Senatorial District. In the U.S. House of Representatives, Howell County is part of 
Missouri's 8th Congressional District. 
 

According to Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) June 2016 estimates, there were 6,583 
jobs in Wright County. Production and Transportation accounted for more than 19.2 
percent of the total jobs (1,264). Management accounted for 24.8 percent of all jobs 
(1,631). State and local government (940), manufacturing (895), and Agriculture (634) 
were the next largest industries for this county. 
 
 
Figure 1.10 Wright County Map 
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Region G 
 

Located in rural Southern Missouri, the Region G service area is comprised of nine 
counties. According to the 2016 Missouri Census estimates, the nine counties have a 
population of 138,446 residents and cover a geographical area of 7,454.35 square 
miles. The population per square mile averages 18.44 and ranges from 8.3 in Reynolds 
County to 43.6 per square mile in Howell County. Table 1.1 compares the counties by 
population, land area, median household income, and percentage of persons below 
poverty. 
 

State Population, as of July 01, 2016           6,093,000 
Land Area (sq. miles), 2010           68,741.52 
Median Household Income, 2015           48,173 

Persons below Poverty, 2015           14.8% 

 
 
Table 1.1 Comparisons of Counties 
 

Carter  
Population, 2016 ....................6,168 

Land Area (sq. miles)ééé.. 507.36 
Median Household Incomeé.33,034 
Persons below Poverty.......... 21.4% 
 

Douglas 

Population, 2016 ééééé13,358 
Land Area (sq. miles)ééé.813.63 
Median Household Incomeé30,508 
Persons below Poverty......... 23.1% 
 

Howell 
Population, 2016................. 40,210 
Land Area (sq. miles)ééé.927.25 

Median Household Incomeé32,784 
Persons below Poverty......... 19.9% 
 

Oregon 

Population, 2016 ................. 10,789 
Land Area (sq. miles)ééé.789.80 
Median Household Income.. 29,851 
Persons below Poverty......... 24.7% 
 

Ozark 
Population, 2016éééééé9,237 
Land Area (sq. miles)ééé    744.97 
Median Household Incomeé. 31,399 
Persons below Poverty.........   27.7% 

Reynolds 
Population, 2016.................... 6,455 

Land Area (sq. miles)éééé808.48 
Median Household Incoméé35,648 
Persons below Poverty .........21.5% 
 

Shannon 

Population, 2016.................... 8,168 
Land Area (sq. miles)............ 1,003.82 
Median Household Income .. 32,404 
Persons below Poverty .........23.9% 
 

Texas 

Population, 2016.................. 25,775 
Land Area (sq. miles)........... 1,177.27 
Median Household Income .. 35,088 
Persons below Poverty .........23.3% 
 

Wright 
Population, 2016.................. 18,286 
Land Area (sq. miles)ééé..681.77 
Median Household Income .. 29,778 
Persons below Poverty .........24.1% 
 
 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
 
  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/LND110210/29
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Population 
 

U. S. Census estimates indicate the population of Region G decreased by 0.0146%, 
from 140,498 persons in 2012 to 138,446 persons by July 01, 2016. Population change 
is shown in Table 1.2. 
 
 

Figure 1.11:  Population 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.2:  Population Change 
 

 
 
 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population, Population Change and Estimated Components of Population 
Change: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016   

County 
Census 2012 
Population 

Estimated 2016 
Population 

Population Change % Change 

Carter 6,262 6,168 -94 -0.0150 

Douglas 13,585 13,358 -227 -0.0167 

Howell 40,629 40,210 -419 -0.0103 

Oregon 10,997 10,789 -208 -0.0189 

Ozark 9,601 9,237 -364 -0.0379 

Reynolds 6,667 6,455 -212 -0.0318 

Shannon 8,318 8,168 -150 -0.0180 

Texas 25,810 25,775 -35 -0.0014 

Wright 18,629 18,286 -343 -0.0184 

Region G 140,498 138,446 -2,052 -0.0146 

Missouri 6,021,988 6,093,000 71,012 0.0118 

-0.0500

-0.0400

-0.0300

-0.0200

-0.0100

0.0000

0.0100
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% Population Change 2012 - 2015 

https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/2016/demo/popest/counties-total.html
https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/2016/demo/popest/counties-total.html
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Age and Gender 
 
According to U.S. Census estimates, children under 15 years of age make up 19% of 
the population of the nine-county area.  Persons in the 15 to 24 age group constitute 
11% of the population, while those in the 25 to 44 age group make up 22% of the 
Region G population. Individuals in the adult 45 to 64 age group represent 28% of the 
total population.  Adults between 65 and 84 comprise 18% of the area population, and 
adults 84 and over represent 2% of the population. 
 
Figure 1.12 Ages, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.3 Population Estimates by Age and Gender, 2015 
 
 

 
County   Age 0 - 14 15 - 24 25 - 44 45 - 64 65 - 84 85 and over 

  M F M F M F M F M F M F 

Carter 586 657 364 360 687 709 861 883 482 544 48 82 

Douglas 1193 1141 706 646 1300 1316 1961 2003 1339 1393 120 255 

Howell 3800 3825 2476 2391 4613 4708 5033 5429 3077 3544 300 649 

Oregon 1057 1025 609 605 1032 1055 1543 1578 1058 1132 89 170 

Ozark 733 705 479 419 842 863 1401 1376 1149 1129 88 162 

Reynolds 545 493 397 286 667 693 959 910 684 639 43 116 

Shannon 755 725 473 480 871 843 1239 1216 719 800 40 97 

Texas 2328 2211 1705 1324 3322 2631 3673 3428 2214 2321 243 381 

Wright 1919 1923 1116 1021 1910 1952 2538 2538 1414 1622 157 283 

Region 
G 

12916 12705 8325 7532 15244 14770 19208 19361 12136 13124 1128 2195 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Selected Age Groups by 
Sex for the United States, States, Counties, and Puerto Rico Commonwealth and Municipios: April 1, 
2010 to July 1, 2015 
 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk
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Age Distribution 
 
The age of the population is a demographic characteristic affecting the delivery of health 
care services.  A lower percentage of the population in Region G is under 18 years of 
age and a higher percentage of the population is over age 65. The percentage of the 
Region G population under age 18 is 23.3%. In comparison, 22.8% of the population of 
Missouri and 23.0% of the population of the United States is under age 18.  People, age 
65 and older account for 21.0% of the Region G population, 15.7% of the state 
population, and 14.9% of the U. S. population. Table 1.4 shows the age distribution for 
the population in 2016. Table 1.5 compares Region G, state, and national estimates. 
 
 
 
Table 1.4 Age Distribution, 2016 
 

County 
Census 2016 
Population 

Persons under 5 
years 

Persons under 
18 years 

Persons 65 
years + 

Carter 6,168 404 1,513 1,156 

Douglas 13,358 761 2,821 3,107 

Howell 40,210 2,564 9,587 7,570 

Oregon 10,789 690 2,515 2,449 

Ozark 9,237 428 1,827 2,528 

Reynolds 6,455 310 1,311 1,482 

Shannon 8,168 439 1,828 1,656 

Texas 22,775 1,462 5,547 5,069 

Wright 18,286 1,175 4,612 3,476 

Region G 135,446 8,233 31,561 28,493 

Missouri 6,093,000 374,360 1,391,476 954,922 

 
 
Table 1.5 Population Estimates by Age Comparisons in Percent, 2016 
 

County Region G Missouri United States 

Population, 2016 135,446 6,093,000 320,090,857 

Persons under 5 years old 5.7 6.1 6.2 

Persons under 18 years old 22.3 22.9 23.0 

Persons 65 and older 21.3 15.7 14.9 

 
 
 
 
 
Source: Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Selected Age Groups by Sex for the United 
States, States, Counties, and Puerto Rico Commonwealth and Municipios: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2015; 
2015 Population Estimates 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk


29 
 

  

Marital Status 
 

According to the 2015 Census, the population age 15 years and over in Region G was 
133,089. Table 1.6 compares the marital status in Region G to Missouri as a whole. 
 
 
 
Table 1.6 Marital Statuses in Missouri, 2015 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Marital Status Region G Missouri 

  Number Percent Number Percent 

Population 15 years and 
over 

133,089 96.1 4,884,096 80.2 

Never Married 29,172 21.9 1,463,199 30.0 

      Female 12,034 41.3 682,959 46.7 

      Male 17,138 58.4 780,240 53.3 

Married 73,690 55.4 2,512,538 51.4 

      Separated 3,034 4.1 92,128 3.7 

Widowed 10,796 8.1 312,511 6.4 

      Female 8,342 77.3 245,463 78.5 

      Male 2,454 22.7 68,048 21.8 

Divorced 19,431 14.6 595,848 12.2 

      Female 9,797 50.1 329,698 55.3 

      Male 9,634 49.6 266,150 44.7 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_15_5YR_S1201&prodType=table
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Race Analysis 
 
 

According to U.S. Census population estimates, white persons comprise 93.9% of the 
Region G population, black and African American persons represent 1.14%, American 
Indian and Alaskan persons combine for 0.88%, Asian persons represent 0.40%, 
Hawaiian and Pacific natives represent 0.04%, and Hispanic and Latino natives 
comprise 1.44%. Persons identifying themselves as two or more mixed races made up 
1.9% of the total Region G population and those identified as other races combined as 
0.30%. Population numbers by race from 2016 data are shown in Table 1.7. 
 
Figure 1.13 Population Percentage by Race 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.7 Population Numbers by Race, 2016 
   

County White 
American 
Indian and 

Native Alaskan 
Asian 

Black or 
African 

American 

Native 
Hawaiian and 

Pacific 
Islander 

Hispanic 
and Latino 

Native 

Two or 
more 
Races 

Other 
Race 

Carter 6,034 74 9 33 2 119 111 25 

Douglas 12,916 91 53 53 1 165 259 17 

Howell 38,610 326 257 216 14 785 694 202 

Oregon 10,428 161 42 72 9 157 241 10 

Ozark 9,112 86 12 33 1 161 165 26 

Reynolds 6,152 64 12 52 1 97 151 16 

Shannon 7,899 91 22 34 1 147 211 37 

Texas 23,852 222 92 981 18 425 554 56 

Wright 17669 124 65 136 11 238 305 30 

Region G 132,672 1,239 564 1,610 58 2,036 2,691 419 

Missouri 5,776,457 24,179 98,340 689,391 5,848 232,000 102,732 86,221 

                                 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, QuickFacts, Populations Estimates, July 01, 2016

93.90% 
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Ethnicity Analysis 

The ethnicity of the Region G population is compared to the population of Missouri and 
the United States in Table 1.8. 
 
 
 
Figure 1.14 Ethnicity Analysis, Percent of Population, July 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.8 Ethnicity Analysis, Percent of Population, July 2015 
 

Race 
Region G 
Percent 

Missouri 
Percent 

USA Percent 

White 95.77 83.30 77.10 

Black and African American 1.18 11.80 13.30 

American Indian and Alaska Native 0.91 0.60 1.20 

Hispanic and Latino Native 1.50 4.10 17.60 

Asian 0.42 2.00 5.60 

All other races including mixed 0.19 2.20 2.80 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, QuickFacts Race and Hispanic Origin, July 01, 2015

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

White

Black and African American

American Indian and Alaska Native

Hispanic and Latino Native

Asian

All other races including mixed

2015 Ethnicity Analysis, Percentage of Population 

USA Percent Missouri Percent Region G Percent

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045216/29
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Public School Districts 
 

Region G includes all or parts of 40 public school districts.  Enrollment and dropout rate 
are shown, by school district, in Table 1.9. 
 
Table 1.9 2015 - 2016 School Districts 
 

Primary 
County 

School Districts Cities Served 
2017 

Enrollment 

*2015 Total 
Dropout 

Rate   (9-12) 
Carter  East Carter Co. R-II  Ellsinore  712 0 

 
Van Buren R-I  Van Buren  517 0 

 
Winona R-III Winona 432 0 

     Douglas  Ava R-I  Ava  1265 0.5 

 
Cabool Cabool 777 0.4 

 
Dora R-III Dora 328 0 

 
Gainesville R-V Gainesville 618 0.5 

 
Mansfield R-IV Mansfield 660 0 

 
Mountain Grove R-III Mountain Grove 1415 0 

 
Norwood R-I Norwood  375 0 

 
Willow Springs R-IV Willow Springs 1318 0 

 
Plainview R-VIII  Ava  89 0 

 
Skyline R-II  Norwood  85 0 

     Howell  Bakersfield R-IV Bakersfield 343 0.9 

 
Fairview R-XI  West Plains  455 0 

 
Glenwood R-VIII  West Plains  258 0 

 
Howell Valley R-I  West Plains  205 0 

 
Junction Hill C-12  West Plains  205 0 

 
Oregon-Howell R-III Koshkonong  243 0.9 

 
Mountain View-Birch Tree R-III  Mountain View  1165 0.3 

 
Richards R-V  West Plains  386 0 

 
West Plains R-VII  West Plains  2472 1.4 

 
Willow Springs R-IV  Willow Springs  1318 0 

     Oregon  Alton R-IV  Alton  655 0 

 
Couch R-I  Myrtle  213 0 

 
Oregon-Howell R-III  Koshkonong  243 0.9 

 
Thayer R-II  Thayer  683 0.5 

 
Winona R-III Winona 432 0 

     Ozark  Ava R-1 Ava 1265 0.5 

 
Bakersfield R-IV  Bakersfield  343 0.9 

 
Dora R-III  Dora  328 0 
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Fairview R-XI West Plains 455 0 

 
Gainesville R-V  Gainesville  618 0.5 

 
Lutie R-VI  Theodosia  141 0 

 
Thornfield R-I  Thornfield  52 0 

     Reynolds  Bunker R-III  Bunker  251 0 

 
Centerville R-I  Centerville  53 0 

 
Lesterville R-IV  Lesterville  241 1.9 

 
South Iron County R-1 Annapolis 313 0 

 
Southern Reynolds Co. R-II  Ellington  483 0 

 
Van Buren R-1 Van Buren 517 0 

     Shannon  Bunker R-III Bunker 251 0 

 
Eminence R-I  Eminence  264 0 

 
Mountain View - Birch Tree R-III Mountain View 1165 0.3 

 
Oak Hill R-I Salem 142 0.0 

 

Southern Reynolds County R-IV Ellington 510 2.2 

 
Summersville R-II Summersville 407 0.9 

 
Winona R-III  Winona  432 0 

     Texas  Cabool R-IV  Cabool  777 0.4 

 
Houston R-I  Houston  1020 3.7 

 
Licking R-VIII  Licking  879 0.3 

 
Mountain Grove R-III  Mountain Grove  1415 0 

 
Mountain View - Birch Tree R-III Mountain View 1165 0.3 

 
Plato R-V  Plato  575 1.1 

 
Raymondville R-VII  Raymondville  145 0 

 
Success R-VI  Success  100 0 

 
Summersville R-II  Summersville  407 0.9 

 
Willow Springs R-IV  Willow Springs  1318 0 

     Wright  Ava R-1 Ava 1265 0.5 

 
Hartville R-II  Hartville  1020 1 

 
Laclede County R-I Conway 851 2.2 

 
Manes R-V  Mountain Grove  45 0 

 
Mansfield R-IV  Mansfield  660 0 

 
Mountain Grove R-III  Mountain Grove  1415 0 

 
Norwood R-I  Norwood  374 0 

 
Plato R-V  Plato  575 1.1 

 

* All drop-out students were White. No other ethnicities reported.  

** Bold Type are accounted for in more than (1) Region G County 

 
 
Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Missouri Comprehensive Data 
System, 2017

https://mcds.dese.mo.gov/quickfacts/sitepages/districtinfo.aspx?ID=__bk8100030013008300030043007300
https://mcds.dese.mo.gov/quickfacts/sitepages/districtinfo.aspx?ID=__bk8100030013008300030043007300
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Educational Attainment 
 
 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau and the American Community 2011 ï 2015 
Survey, approximately 20.58% of Region G residents age 25 or older had less than a 
high school diploma compared to 11.6% of Missourians in 2015. Table 1.10 compares 
county, region, and state educational attainment levels. 
 
Figure 1.15 Educational Attainment  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Table 1.10 Percent Attaining Educational Levels 
 

County 
% Less than 9th 

Grade 
% 9th - 12th Grade, 

No Diploma 
% High School, 

No College 
% Bachelorôs 

% Graduate, 
Professional 

Carter 7.4 14.2 31.3 7.2 4.1 

Douglas 6.4 14.4 42.4 5.8 3.4 

Howell 5 10.7 39 8.2 6.8 

Oregon 7.2 11.3 39.6 6.7 4.3 

Ozark 10.95 16.03 43.06 4.96 3.37 

Reynolds 7.6 15.9 44 5.7 2.4 

Shannon 6.3 12.3 37.9 9.4 5.7 

Texas 5.2 12.2 43.8 8.9 4.1 

Wright 8.4 13.9 40.8 7.2 5.2 

Region G 7.16 13.44 40.21 7.12 4.37 

Missouri 3.7 7.9 31.3 16.9 10.2 

 
 
 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Dropout Rates 
 
 
According to Missouri Kids Count, the high school dropout rate ranged from 0% in 
Carter County to 1.2% in Howell County, during 2015. 
 
Table 1.11 Comparison of Dropout Rates, 2011 ï 2015 
 

County 2011 2015 
Number of 
Dropouts 

Carter 1.4 0.0 0 

Douglas 0.4 0.2 1 

Howell 2.9 1.2 23 

Oregon 0.4 0.2 1 

Ozark 1.1 0.2 1 

Reynolds 0.6 0.0 0 

Shannon 0.0 0.4 1 

Texas 1.4 0.4 5 

Wright 0.6 0.1 1 

Missouri 3.5 2.1 5458 
 

 
Cohort Graduation Rates 
 
Missouri Kids Count reports the Region G graduation rates increased from 94.6 percent 
in 2012 to 96.1 percent in 2015. 
 
 
Table 1.12 Percent Attaining Educational Levels 
 

County 2012 2015 

Carter 91.9 96.4 

Douglas 91.4 95.3 

Howell 89.1 93.5 

Oregon 97.3 96.3 

Reynolds 96.1 92.8 

Ozark 96.8 98.6 

Shannon 98.7 98.3 

Texas 92.5 95.7 

Wright 97.9 98.3 

Region G (Avg) 94.6 96.1 

Missouri 81.9 90.2 

 
 
 
 
Source:  Missouri Kids Count, 2015 Data Book.

http://missourikidscountdata.org/browser.php
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Children with Disabilities Receiving Special Education Services 
 
 

According to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 4,053 
students with disabilities received special education services in March 2016, with a 
range of 116 in Shannon County to 1,248 in Howell County. The number of students 
with disabilities receiving special education services by disability type is shown in Table 
1.13. 
 
 

Figure 1.16 Children with Disabilities Receiving Special Education Services, 2016 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.13 Students with Disabilities Receiving Special Education Services, March 2017 
 

County Autism 
 

Intellectual 
Disability 

Emotional 
Disturbance 

Language 
Impairment 

Speech 
Impairment 

Specific 
Learning 
Disability 

Traumatic 
Brain 
Injury 

Young 
Child 
with a 
Dev. 
Delay 

Other 
Disability 

Total 

Carter 11 16 0 23 38 87 0 12 54 241 

Douglas 15 19 11 13 46 80 0 25 64 273 

Howell 88 185 63 29 177 359 11 96 240 1248 

Oregon 0 58 0 0 66 112 0 0 110 346 

Ozark 3 0 0 11 46 290 0 0 65 415 

Reynolds 0 11 15 0 23 53 0 0 49 151 

Shannon 0 16 0 0 17 70 0 0 13 116 

Texas 0 74 0 56 143 184 0 19 192 668 

Wright 14 79 12 38 137 208 0 34 73 595 

Region G 131 458 101 170 693 1443 11 186 860 4053 

Missouri 14168 9465 6437 10037 21532 29975 560 10,548 23,088 125,810 
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Source: Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education, Special Education Data Category, 
March 29, 2016.  

 
First Steps Program 
 

First Steps offers services and assistance to young children with special needs and. 
The program is designed for children, birth to age 3, who have delayed development or 
diagnosed conditions that are associated with developmental disabilities. According to 
the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the average 
participation rate in Region G area was 2.66%, compared to the statewide rate of 2.9%. 
The number of children participating in the First Step Program and the participation rate 
for each age group in the Region G area in March 2017 is shown in Table 1.14. 
 
Figure 1.17 First Step Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 1.14 Participation in the First Steps Program, March 2017 
 

Southeast 
Region 10 

Age    
0-1 (#) 

Rate:          
Age 0-1 

Age  
1-2  (#) 

Rate:         
Age 1-2 

Age  
2-3  (#) 

Rate:         
Age 2-3 

All Ages 
Total (#) 

Rate: All 
Ages 

Includes Carter, 
Howell, Oregon, 

Reynolds, Shannon 40 1.32 126 2.32 220 4.02 413 2.57 

  

South Central 
Region 8 

Age 0-1        
(#) 

Rate: 
Age 0-1 

Age  
1-2 (#) 

Rate:   
Age 1-2 

Age  
2-3 (#) 

Rate:    
Age 2-3 

All Ages 
Total (#) 

Rate: All 
Ages 

Includes Douglas, 
Ozark, Texas, 

Wright 127 2.75 207 2.62 312 4.03 646 2.75 

  

Region G  Age 0-1        
(#) 

Rate: 
Age 0-1 

Age  
1-2 (#) 

Rate: 
Age 1-2 

Age  
2-3 (#) 

Rate: 
Age 2-3 

All Ages 
Total (#) 

Rate: All 
Ages 

All Counties 
167 2.04 333 2.47 532 4.03 1059 2.66 

  

Missouri 998 2.9 2097 1.33 3421 4.59 5416 2.9 
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https://mcds.dese.mo.gov/quickfacts/Pages/Special-Education.aspx
https://mcds.dese.mo.gov/quickfacts/Pages/Special-Education.aspx
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Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Division of Special Education, 
SPOE Data Report, December 2016. 

Basic Prose Literacy Skills 
 

The nine counties in Region G have a higher percentage of residents lacking basic 
prose literacy skills than the percentage among other Missourians. Four of the nine 
counties fall into the highest category in Missouri for residents lacking basic prose 
literacy skills (Wright 11%, Shannon 12%, Oregon 11%, and Reynolds 11%). Ten 
percent of residents of Douglas, Ozark, Texas, and Carter County and 8% of Howell 
County residents are reported to lack basic prose literacy skills. The term, lacking basic 
prose literacy skills, is defined by the National Center for Education Statistics as unable 
to do much more than sign a form or search a simple document to find out what they 
are allowed to drink before a medical test. 
 
 
Figure 1.18 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dese.mo.gov/divspeced/DataCoord/documents/PartCParticipation2007-08.pdf
http://dese.mo.gov/divspeced/DataCoord/documents/PartCParticipation2007-08.pdf
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education 
Statistics, State and County Estimates of Low Literacy, 2003; Data checked, no updates Dec 15, 2016.

Adult Literacy 
 
 
Estimates for adult literacy are developed by the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES) and are based on educational attainment, poverty, and other factors. 
Table 1.15 compares the percent of population lacking literacy skills by county, region, 
and state. 
 
 
Figure 1.19 Adult Literacy 2015 Population/2003 Literacy Data 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.15 Persons Lacking Basic Prose Literacy Skills, 2015 Pop/2003 Literacy Data 
 

County Population over 16 (2015) 
Percent Lacking Literary 

Skills (2003) 

Carter 4,917 10.4 

Douglas 10,870 10.3 

Howell 31,616 7.6 

Oregon 8,742 11.4 

Reynolds 7,806 10.4 

Ozark 5,298 11.4 

Shannon 6,672 12.1 

Texas 20,819 10.1 

Wright 14,182 10.7 

Region G (Avg) 12,325 10.5 
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education 
Statistics, State and County Estimates of Low Literacy, 2003; data checked, no updates Dec 15, 2016

Household Occupancy Characteristics 
 
According to 2015 U.S. Census population reports, family households account for 66.8% of 
households in Region G; 64.7% of households across Missouri; and 66.1% of households in the 
U. S. Household characteristics are compared by county in Table 1.16. Region G household 
characteristics are compared to Missouri and the United States in Table 1.17. 
 
Table 1.16 Household Occupancy Characteristics Comparison by County, Percent 

 
Table 1.17 Household Characteristics Comparison by Region, State, and Nation, Percent 
 

Indicator Region G Missouri United States 
Household Size                 

       1-person 29.0 29.2 27.6 

2-person 38.5 35.3 33.7 

3-person 13.2 15.1 15.8 

4-person 19.3 20.4 22.9 

Family Household 66.8 64.7 66.1 

Married-couple family 52.3 48.3 48.3 

Married w/ Own Children 24.8 27.7 28.8 

Married w/ Related Children 37.9 30.3 31.9 

Married w/ No Children 3.0 2.7 3.0 

Other Family 14.5 16.4 17.8 

Male, no wife present 4.3 4.3 4.8 

Female, no male present 18.2 12.1 13.0 

Non-Family Households 33.3 35.3 33.9 

Living Alone 29.0 29.2 27.6 

Not Living Alone 4.2 6.1 6.3 
 
 

County Carter Douglas Howell Oregon Ozark Reynolds Shannon Texas Wright 

Household Size                             

       1-person 27.6 28.0 28.5 33.1 26.7 30.2 28.6 29.8 28.8 

2-person 33.7 40.9 37.9 38.4 42.5 37.0 41.5 38.0 36.3 

3-person 15.8 13.5 13.2 11.2 11.8 11.1 12.3 15.1 14.7 

4-person 22.9 17.6 20.4 17.3 19.0 21.6 17.6 17.0 20.2 

Family Household 66.1 69.5 67.2 62.9 69.9 65.9 66.5 66.0 67.0 

Married-couple family 48.3 57.2 52.5 50.8 52.5 53.3 54.2 50.6 50.9 

Married w/ Own Children 28.8 23.7 28.1 19.9 22.5 25.5 22.7 26.1 26.1 

Married w/ Related Children 31.9 26.2 31.3 22.9 27.4 28.3 24.8 28.2 29.7 

Married w/ No Children 3.0 2.5 3.1 3.0 4.9 2.8 2.1 2.1 3.6 

Other Family 17.8 12.3 14.8 12.1 17.1 12.6 12.3 15.4 16.0 

Male, no wife present 4.8 4.2 2.6 4.1 6.3 3.5 2.8 6.0 4.4 

Female, no male present 13.0 8.2 12.2 80.0 10.8 9.1 9.5 9.4 11.6 

Non-Family Households 33.9 30.5 32.8 37.1 30.4 34.1 33.5 34.0 33.0 

Living Alone 27.6 28.0 28.5 33.1 26.7 30.2 28.6 29.8 28.8 

Not Living Alone 6.3 2.6 4.3 4.1 3.7 3.9 4.9 4.1 4.2 

http://nces.ed.gov/naal/estimates/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/naal/estimates/index.aspx
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, Occupancy Characteristics 2011-2015 American 
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Economic Analysis 
 
The average travel time for workers in 2015 for Region G is 24.9 minutes, down from 
27.2 minutes in 2012. In 2015, Educational services, and healthcare/social assistance 
was the largest of thirteen major sectors for Missouri (24.4%). Educational Services and 
healthcare/social assistance was also the largest major sector for all of the Region G 
Counties. 
 
  Figure 1.20 Mean Travel Time to Work, Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1.21 Educational Services and Healthcare/Social Assistance by County, Percent 
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https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_15_5YR_S2501&prodType=table
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_15_5YR_S2501&prodType=table
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Comparative Economic Characteristics, 2011-2015 American Community 
Survey 5-Year Estimates  

Income Characteristics 
 
The median family income for Region G is $42,611, almost 30% below the state 
average. The average Region G median family income is 64.6% of the average median 
family income in the U. S. 
 
Figure 1.22 Income Characteristics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.18 Median Family Income: Comparison of Region, State, and Nation, 2015 
 
 

Area         Median Family Income ($) 

Region G 42,611 

Missouri 60,809 

USA 66,011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS (IN 2015 INFLATION-ADJUSTED 
DOLLARS) 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Household Income 
 
According to the U.S. Census, median annual household Incomes ranged from $28,171 
in Shannon County to $36,604 in Howell County in 2015. Median annual household 
incomes and ranges in the Region G area are shown in Table 1.19. 
 
 
Figure 1.23 Median Annual Household Income 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.19 Household Income, Comparison by County 2015 
 

County Median Household Income, 2015 90% Confidence Interval 

Carter 32,269 29,016 - 35,522 

Douglas 32,979 29,838 - 36,120  

Howell 36,604 33,394 - 39,814 

Oregon 33,573 31,451 - 35,695 

Ozark 31,838 28,656 - 35,020 

Reynolds 34,076 31,115 - 37,037 

Shannon 28,171 25,272 - 31,070 

Texas 34,935 31,644 - 38,226 

Wright 32,637 29,479 - 35,789 

Region G 33,009 29,985 - 36,032 

Missouri 50,200 49,789 - 50,611 

USA 55,775 55,690 - 55860 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE), 2015 

Income Levels 
 

The Median Household Income and Per Capita Income are two common measures of 
income. Median Household Income is based on U.S. Census Bureau estimates and Per 
Capita Income is based on U.S. Department of Commerce estimates. In 2015, the 
average Per Capita Income in Region G is $18,500 as compared to a statewide 
average of $26,259. Both measures are shown in Table 1.20. 
 
Figure 1.24 Income Levels by County 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.20 Income Levels by County 
 

County 
Median Household 

Income, 2011 ($) 
Median Household 

Income, 2015 ($) 
Per Capita Income, 

2015 ($) 

Carter 26,689 32,269 20,318 

Douglas 32,300 32,979 17,343 

Howell 35,625 36,604 18,817 

Oregon 27,885 33,573 17,070 

Ozark 31,992 31,838 16,959 

Reynolds 33,382 34,076 20,082 

Shannon 31,748 28,171 19,658 

Texas 33,128 34,935 17,771 

Wright 29,212 32,637 18,481 

Region G 31,329 33,009 18,500 

Missouri 47,202 50,200 26,259 
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https://www.census.gov/did/www/saipe/data/interactive/saipe.html?s_state=29&s_county=29035,29067,29091,29149,29153,29179,29203,29215,29229&s_measures=mhi_snc&map_geoSelector=mhi_c&menu=grid_proxy
https://www.census.gov/did/www/saipe/data/interactive/saipe.html?s_state=29&s_county=29035,29067,29091,29149,29153,29179,29203,29215,29229&s_measures=mhi_snc&map_geoSelector=mhi_c&menu=grid_proxy





















































































































































































































