If you have ever seen a news report about how psychics are able to guess 


and tell you information about a person they have never met, 

you know that it is all about broad generalities 


and playing the probabilities.  

So if I were wanting to make you think I could predict the future, 


because I know what is happening in your life 



through a connection to another dimension,


I would say something like, 



“There has been conflict between you and your mother, 




hasn't there?”  

Everyone had a mother, 


and there for, 



every one had conflict.  

Now for some 


it was an all out brawl 

and for some 


it was  a question of whether to go to Burger King or McDonalds.  

But there was conflict 


and my open ended question 



would allow you to enter into the situation 


and share with me 



how you and your mother had a conflict.  




Some of you will tell me about the restaurant debate, 




others of you would share about the screaming match 





that left you not talking to each other for a month.  

But in my premise, 


I have not ruled out anyone in this room.  



My question was open ended



 and allowed for each of you to take some time 




and come up with a time you had conflict with your mother.

If I would have said, 


last Tuesday, 


at 9:43 am, 



one of you argued with your mother named Myrtle 




about the color of carpet at their beach house, 


I feel quite confident that my likely hood of being correct has plummeted.  



If that did happen to anyone, 




come and talk to me and I will reconsider my occupation.

As we prepare to approach the Lord's table today, 


we have an incident 



where Jesus does something similar to a broad generalization, 



but with a better purpose.

Jesus was not charging the disciples for this meal, 


nor was he in this to make money.  

But he keeps his predictions broad 


to serve a dual purpose.  



The first purpose is to call everyone to self-examination.  



The second is to provide a way out for Judas if he wanted it.

The first reason, 


for self examination, 



is seen from the disciples reactions.  

Jesus throws out the broad statement, 


“One of you will betray me.”  

The immediate reaction is 


that they were all very sad.  



You don't want to see your teacher betrayed.  

But then the self-examination comes.  


Does he mean the time that I was talking to Steve in the post office 



and there was an opening to talk about my faith, 



and I chose to talk about the weather instead?  


Does he mean when I had time to spend with him, 



but watched a video instead.  


I just used his name in vain, 



that is not betrayal, 



that is something else.  


That time at Nancy's house, 



was that betrayal?  

The way that Jesus made the statement, 


all 12 disciples paused before the meal, 



and asked themselves where they stood with the Lord?  

The realistic 

but frightening reality 


was that each of them asked in turn, 



“Surely, not I, Lord?”  

Everyone would ask this, 


if every one of the disciples 



could think of an action they had done 




that had an element of betrayal to it.  

They had to clarify and ask  


to make sure that what they had come up with, 


was not what Jesus was referring to.  

No one is recorded as remaining silent.  


The one who almost stayed silent the whole time 



was the one who was the most guilty, 



who already had 30 silver pieces in his pocket.  

But Jesus' question caused them all to take some time 


and consider their lives and actions 



before the meal began.

Jesus' answer to the first 11 disciples, 


is that it is the one who has dipped their hand into the bowl with him 



will betray him.  

Looking at the picture from the Last Supper that Leonardo DiVinci painted, 


it would appear that only Peter or John could reach the bowl



 that Jesus dipped into.  


But that is a 15th century interpretation that misleads us.  

All of the disciples would have dipped into the same bowl.  


So again, 



it is an action that is true of Judas, 



but has not clearly called Judas out by name.

So that we are not shocked 


when we hear that someone among us 


has done something we can not imagine them doing, 



realize that as Jesus is stating these things, 


none of the disciples say, 



“Oh, he means Judas.”  

Judas, 


as the text tells us, 



was one of the 12.  

They were all on equal footing 


and all wondering if it was they


not him,



 who Jesus was speaking about.

So what is the distinguishing trademark that outs Judas? 


In the room,



there is nothing noticeable. 


It is how Judas clarifies if it is him.  



It is in the title that he uses.  

Everyone else refers to Jesus as Lord 


or Kurios.  

Judas is the only one who calls him teacher 


or Rabbi.  

A true title, 


but not the full truth.  

Jesus was a teacher, 


but he was more than a teacher.  

A teacher can be disagreed with, 

your Lord or Master 


you owe your life to.  

Judas is already doing the justification in his head 


to justify his previous actions.  



By calling Jesus by a lesser title, 




he is trying to soften his betrayal.

To which Jesus responds appropriately, 


a little differently in the Greek 


than in the NIV translation, 



“You have said so.”  


Not quite the accusation that we hear in the NIV with, 



“Yes, it is you.”  


But it is the same way 



that Jesus answers all that will question him in the next 24 hours.  




The Priests, 




Herod, 





“It is as you say,” 





or “You said.” 






is all the more the Greek gives us.  



The Message has Jesus responding, 





“Don't play games with me, Judas.”

Again, 


we need to notice the reaction to this in the room.  

In a good movie scene, 


when the betrayer is identified, 


a scuffle usually follows.  



Tables are turned over, 



the mole tries to escape 




and the loyalists try to stop him.  

This scene does not happen.  


What actually happens is the Lord's Supper.  



Why?  



Why no brawling?  

The reason is our second purpose, 


because Jesus has convicted each of them, 


including Judas, 



but has left the door open for reconciliation and repentance 




for everyone of them.  

They all fell short of God's ideal 


and God calls each of them back to him, 



by not singling anyone out.  

Jesus could have said, 


“The one who keeps the money is my betrayer.”   

But that was not his intention.  

He is about to initiate a new covenant with them.  


They are still figuring out how this Kingdom is supposed to work 


and from their reaction to the woman anointing Jesus with oil, 



they don't have it all figured out yet.  

So Jesus invites them into a time of self-examination.  


To see where they have been faithful to him 


and where they have fallen short.  

And again, 


we come back to the reality that 



if none of them have fallen short, 



or those who have not fallen short, 


don't need Jesus and his new covenant.  

But since they all were able to come up with an instance 


where they might have betrayed Jesus, 

they all need the covenant 


and realize it.  

And for all but one, 


this will eventually lead to joy 


as they reflect on the fact that Jesus knew of their betrayal,



 but still dined with them nonetheless 



and provided the help that they needed.  

By not singling Judas out, 


they were all able to see that they had betrayed their Lord.  

And now, 


those who stuck around 



would be able to have that betrayal lifted off them, 


as a new covenant was offered to them.

The Lord's Table 


is like any other dining table in the world.  

We gather around it 


with all kinds of emotions present.  

Anywhere from pure joy, 


to deep sadness and grief.  

To feel the whole spectrum around this table 


is perfectly appropriate.  

Just as our order of worship should lead us through the range of emotions, 


so should the sacrament that Jesus has prepared.  

When we reflect upon our lives, 


there should be a time of deep sadness 



for how we have lived 



when we consider how we were called to live.  

But as the bread and wine are offered to us, 


joy should arise, 



because despite of who we are 



and what we have done, 




Jesus offered himself to us nonetheless.  

Jesus had a plan.  

God had a plan for Jesus to be handed over.  


But woe to the one who actually does it.  

Did it have to be Judas?  


As he leaves this scene, 



the door is still open for him to repent at any time, 



to confess that it was him 




and to be restored to fellowship with Jesus.  

It is open 


until he plants the kiss on Jesus' cheek.  

As 1 Corinthians 10:13 reminds us 


just before Paul discusses the Lord's Supper, 



“No temptation has seized you 




except what is common to man. 



And God is faithful; 




he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 



But when you are tempted, 




he will also provide a way out 





so that you can stand up under it.”  

Judas had a way out.  


He was never pegged into that role in this scene by Jesus.  


It was one he walked into by his own choice, 



choosing not to repent.  


Choosing to make Jesus just a teacher 



and not his Lord.

As we prepare to eat this meal together, 


we hear Jesus' statement again.  



“One of you will betray me?”  

We are called to self-examination 


that will lead us to ask, 



“Surely not I, Lord.”  

Know that the places that you came up with that are possibilities, 


Jesus died on the cross for those as well.  

We do not have to continue on that way.  


If we stop and turn around, 


go a new direction, 



than we will find the joy that belongs in this meal, 




as we feast on the body and blood of Christ, 



who died to pay for our betrayal.

I can say the broad statement, 


“One of you will betray Jesus,” 



because we all have.  

It is not broad because I am looping us all in, 


but because we all have.  

But I can also say, 


“Jesus died for one of you, 



because Jesus died for all of us.”  

Let us respond with self-examination 


that leads to joy, 



for the door is still open for us to repent.  
