Fifth Sunday of Advent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four
Sunday, December 7, 2025 CLC 8am & 10am

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
who alone does wonders,

who lifts up the lowly,

who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God for whom we wait,

in the presence of one another,

we confess our sin before you.

We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.

We forget that we are your children

and turn away from your love.

Forgive us, Blessed One,

and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.



God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,

= your sins are forgiven.

You are children of the Most High,

inheritors of the eternal promise,

and recipients of divine mercy.

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)

The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include
one or more of the following: hymns, psalms, a Kyrie; a canticle of
praise.

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout

that the God of my heart is great,

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.

You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,

so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?

Refrain

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.

Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.

2 Though I am small, my God, my all,

you work great things in me,

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past
to the end of the age to be.

Your very name puts the proud to shame,

and to those who would for you yearn,



you will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r,
not a stone will be left on stone.

Let the king beware for your justice tears
ev'ry tyrant from his throne.

The hungry poor shall weep no more,

for the food they can never earn;

there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain

4 Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast:

God's mercy must deliver us

from the conqueror's crushing grasp.

This saving word that our forebears heard

is the promise which holds us bound,

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
who 1s turning the world around. Refrain
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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GREETING (ELW p. 147)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 147)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150)
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.
A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew
David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this
ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored
to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

A reading from Isaiah.

'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
’The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;

*but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;



he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
°Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

°The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
'The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
*The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

'On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

'Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;

’that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

‘that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

‘Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.



"May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
°Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
’In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no
more.
I%Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
1 And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed
people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity
by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed
them into God’s family.

A reading from Romans.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we
might have hope. "May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ
Jesus, “so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

’"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God. “For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of
the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, “and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name’’;
"Yand again he says,



“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
'land again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him™;
"“and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW
257) O Clavis David “Key of David”

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears,
calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is
fo come.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, *“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” “This
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.””
“Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along
the Jordan, “and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

'But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? “Bear fruit worthy of repentance. "Do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. '"Even now the
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

1T baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; [ am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. '’His winnowing fork
is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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KEIKI STORY
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW
249)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare

for Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flow'rs that wither and decay.

4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more;

oh, let your face upon us shine

and fill the world with love divine.

5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.



On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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NICENE CREED (ELW p. 152)
The Nicene Creed may be spoken during Advent, Christmas, Easter.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a
world that yearns for new hope.

A brief silence.

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn
writers and theologians, especially John of Damascus, whom we
commemorate today. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight
and instruct your people. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and
destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and
companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what
human greed has harmed. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up
leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide
judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who
cannot advocate for themselves. We especially pray for our President,
Donald; our Governor, David; and our Mayor, Rick. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of
any who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims
of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without
shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. We pray for Ukraine, Gaza,
and Sudan. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.
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You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed
us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every
congregation, especially IHS and the Aloha Agape Community Garden.
We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from
loved ones, all those whom we name in our hearts and whose names we
now speak aloud .... E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Birthdays: Karl, Jiao, Russ, Mae & Keith
Baptisms: Mary Lou, Jiao & Jim S.
Church: Maluhia Lutheran, Pastor Jasmine Bostock

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give
thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united

with them in the joy of your eternal presence. E ka Haku.
Aloha ke Akua.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’
name we pray.

Amen.

PEACE AND ALOHA
Aloha nui e ‘oukou.

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku
e mau ana me ‘oukou
apau loa.

Friends and neighbors, siblings in Christ, the peace of God be with you
always.

And also with you.

16



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care
of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone for your offerings.

You may drop your offering in the wooden plates on the way in or out of
worship. You can also send checks via USPS mail or go to our
“Donate’” button at www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via
Tithe.ly. Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply
Giving.

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 152)

As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.

A brief silence

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we

care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE (ELW p. 153)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Y ou comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153)
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

20



Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
E komo mai, e kipa mai.

Come, all is ready. You are welcome.

COMMUNION (ELW p. 154)
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.

The ministers commune either after or before others commune.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.

A brief silence

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through = Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
(JEFFERSON) (ELW 254)

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us;

let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation,

hope of all the earth thou art,

dear desire of ev'ry nation,

joy of ev'ry longing heart.
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2 Born thy people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king;
born to reign in us forever,

now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit

rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all-sufficient merit

raise us to thy glorious throne.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;

2 Born thy peo-ple to de -liv-er, born a child, and yet

from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest

born to reign in us for-ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.

by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
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