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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
You know this Gospel Lesson doesn’t really seem to have us thinking about Peace in any way, shape, or form during this second week of Advent. To be brutally honest, it really does seem to have us thinking in every other manner other than that of Peace. I mean we actually get some name calling when we hear that famous line “You brood of vipers!” Then, there just simply is no way that anyone can picture Peace when John is out there in some raggedy clothes while eating some bugs and honey. Peace is also probably the furthest thing from our minds when the comparison comes out that fruitless trees should be cut down and thrown into a fire. If that all is not enough, then of course there is being compared to the leftovers from the wheat harvest that really are not worth a darn thing and are going to get gathered up and burned as well. All these things do not really seem to add up to or make for any kind of equation that would have any one of us really considering Peace.
Well… that of course if you manage to dig just a little bit deeper, or if you happen to take a look at this Gospel Lesson from a completely alternative lens. It is then that you may come to realize there is a Peace that is not that far from comprehension. There is indeed a Peace that is unlike any other, and that is front and center in so many ways. So, let me throw some real-life examples out there for you before we go and get any further confused by this text about Peace.
As a kid I am pretty sure that you all had some chores to do over the course of the years while you were growing up. I am also rather certain that some of those very chores were not the most desirable ones to complete. Let alone, I am pretty convinced that they cut into your time out with friends, or just your time having the chance to have some fun. So, I would venture a guess that sometimes you really did cut some corners and that you told your parents that the chores were done when you know darn well that you did not do them, or just maybe you did not actually do them the way that you really should have. However, they were done, and that was all that really mattered at that time. Well… that was until your mom found all your stuff crammed into your closet instead of you actually cleaning your room like you were supposed to. Or…. that was until your dad found that instead of taking the trash out and putting it in the garbage can that you just threw it over there by the can and the racoons came and tore it all up, and it was now all over the yard and the street. Both of these scenarios are really some head shaking moments, and they are definitely some moments of there being no Peace at home. Let alone there being no Peace for you for a while as you probably got more chores to do, or even worse, you ended up getting grounded or losing some of your privileges.
Let’s take this a few steps further and venture into our adult lives here. As an adult I am pretty sure that you have had tasks or jobs that needed your full attention to be completed correctly. I am pretty sure that some of those tasks or jobs took up way too much time or effort, or even both. So, I am sure that you have told your spouse or your boss at work that something was done when you knew full well it was not, or that it was done temporarily for the time being. Well… that was until your spouse got home from a long day at work and found that the clothes you said you had folded and put away were just sitting in the laundry basket out of sight until you felt like getting to them. Too bad that where you had actually thought was going to be out of sight was exactly right where your spouse had to go and get something. Or… you told your boss that you had completed that project without any issue. That is until your boss came to find out that you cut a few corners in the process of getting things done, and there ended up being some very mad co-workers as a result because they had to put in more time and effort to fix your mistakes. Definitely no Peace in your home or work life. Let alone there being no Peace for you for a while as you probably got a longer honey do list, or even worse, you ended up getting suspended or laid off from your job.
Now, I know those were some very off the wall examples. However, I know they are also some rather common and real examples for many of us. What I tried to do was paint an alternative picture as we try to focus on this Gospel Lesson here together today. I did this as we are trying to find that very Peace that I spoke to you about earlier that is not that far from comprehension. That Peace that is unlike any other, and that is front and center in so many ways. So, let’s dig in here and see what this Gospel Lesson is all about.
Peace is declared right from the outset, believe it or not, with John out in the wilderness of Judea. Now, one may think that he is calling people to what seems to be “a place of danger and testing, but (it) also (is) the (exact) place where Israel was formed, where God’s provision and care was demonstrated, and the people grew ready for God’s promises.” (5) This very wilderness was not the distraction that the city had instead become to so many people, but it was the very plain and simple home where things really started. John was actually calling the people back then and those of us right now back to our roots in order to find some Peace.
Repentance is our next focus in this Gospel Lesson, and we know that it is the key to a lot of things. As a matter of fact, true Peace is achieved when we take things off of our shoulders and put them on God’s. The Kingdom is truly nearer to each and every single one of us as long as we fully open our hearts and minds to allow God in. Just like our chores and our jobs, we must consider a life full of Repentance that does not disregard things or manages to cut any corners.
Next up, we hear that John was a simple man. Believe it or not, we are actually called to that very life of simplicity as well. For it can have us channeling an inner and outer Peace that we do not always perceive as being attainable. In this simplicity we must die to self each day, as our very baptisms call us to do. It is this humble nature, this unloading of all that can weigh us down in the world, that can be so freeing and Peaceful. We truly become one with Christ when we realize how simple the path truly is.
A-ha! Now you’ve hit that part of the Gospel Lesson that there simply is no way that you can find Peace Vicar Vince. I mean John is out there using that all too famous insult as he is calling people a brood of vipers. Let alone John is telling them they are not only going to get cut down if they continue on in this manner, but they are also going to get disposed of in the fire. How in the heck can you find Peace in that text Vicar Vince? Easily I say! This is yet again where we are being called to not live a life of comfort or status. We are not to live in a manner that we have the finest and most wonderful things while others simply have nothing. We are not to act as if we are related to someone that gives us some kind of instant status. This is precisely where we are reminded that we started with nothing, were nothing, and are nothing without the very Triune God that created us in the first place. So, yes, we are indeed blessed, and there indeed is Peace, when we come to fully realize that it is never about us, and the true center and focus is and will always be God. We need to care for others while truly bearing fruit like we were created to do. If we truly change our ways and live right then there is no danger in being cut down or thrown into the fire.
Alright, maybe you got us there Vicar Vince, but there is no way you are finding Peace in this last part of our Gospel Lesson. There is no way that you can say there is any level of Peace in the fact that we just may get discarded like we are not good enough, like we are the junk that falls off of all the good wheat. And, yet again, I say this is pretty easy. We have the chance to be baptized in the Holy Spirit and Fire, that Holy Spirit commits to being right alongside of us each day and that fire is refining in nature. We will only be disregarded, thrown out, and burned in the fires of hell if we do not seek out this Peace by seeking out Christ first and foremost, by doing so each and every single day, and by simply giving ourselves fully to God at all times and in all places.
“So let us pray for God’s Spirit to come among us, to keep the fire of our Lord’s redeeming grace alive in our community, that we might be consumed by God’s grace, burn our sins in repentance, and learn to live as God’s redeemed people in Christ, who look forward to (God’s) presence, not only in the life to come, but in every moment of our lives (here and now).” (8) Let us live into that very Peace that John has directed us to and that our Gospel Lesson has called us all into.
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.

































Matthew 3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
  make his paths straight.’ ”
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
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